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Tyler Clementi, age 18
Samantha Johnson, age 13
Aiyisha Hassan, age 19
Harrison Brown, age 15
Seth Welsh, age 13
Raymond Chase, age 19
Brandon Elizares, age 16
Phillip Parker, age 14
Zach Harrington, age 19
Jamey Rodemeyer, age 14
Jack Reese, age 17

Nothing is more inviting now than shiny steel shaking as it sets against my temple.

I don’t understand why I was born a fuck-up
Why it had to be me that no one would love
Why the only thing that shined in my life,
Was a hand gun.

So. 
Boom.
That’s it.
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J. Sarah Gonzales believes the intersection of art and activism is a critical place for com-
munity survival. After years of working for Universities and non-profits doing community 
work and youth organizing on racial justice in Arizona, she founded her own national so-
cial justice consulting company, TruthSarita, LLC which supports building collective pow-
er to dismantle inequity. Sarah also serves as Codirector of Spoken Futures, Inc. devel-
oping programs including Tucson Youth Poetry Slam and Liberation Lyrics, which create 
spaces for youth to process and address issues such as the school to prison pipeline, LG-
BTQ rights and migrant justice through spoken word poetry. In addition to facilitation, 
training and youth organizing work, Sarah is an extensive haiku writer, fierce dance floor 
occupier and a trickster performance artist whose recent work landed her in 6th place in 
the Arizona US Presidential Primaries in 2012. She can be reached at sarah@truthsarita.
com.


