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Technology Invasion:  Apps to revolutionize the diverse 21st Century classroom. Time to Launch!

ABSTRACT:
Professors of pre-service teachers are usually referred as digital immigrants, while their students are typically described as digital natives. The presentation delivered by professors and students will discuss the integration of cutting-edge technology in Higher Education classrooms.  As digital immigrants, teachers and their students learn to become seasoned professionals in innovation, through the use of apps on iPads that assist with productivity, efficiency and convenience, allowing students to thrive as digital natives and meet the demands of a diverse 21st century classroom.

DESCRIPTION:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The 21st century has brought with it the rapid growth of technology and its integration into classrooms around the world.  In education, the use of technology, apps in particular, has broken the confinement of knowledge beyond the four walls of the classroom placing widespread and real time learning right at the fingertips of our students. Today’s digital natives or “net generation” expect more from their teachers when it comes to implementing technology within the classroom (Downes & Bishop, 2012).    However, their instructors have gradually relinquished traditional instructional methods for more progressive facilitative modes of learning (Uzunboylu & Ozdamli, 2011).   Recent research suggests the use of technology within the k-12 classroom increases student engagement and quality of homework (Heinrich, 2012); in addition, student motivation and individualized instruction has increased (Hargis, Cavanaugh, Kamali, & Soto, (2014).  As educators and facilitators to learning, it is therefore our responsibility to reach this generation of learners by submerging ourselves into the technological era.  Often, a disconnect between the teacher technology experience and the student exists.  By utilizing the tools and exposing pre-service teachers to these tools to learning, gives our future teachers the hands on experience and expertise in the use of technology as well as the confidence to transform their future classrooms into a learning space designed to meet the diverse needs and tech savvy students that they will encounter.  Creating an environment of life-long learning.    The presenters will discuss uses for iPads and applications to enhance experiential learning, project based learning, assessment, and planning.
GOAL OF THE SYMPOSIUM:
The goal of the Symposium is to demonstrate how the use of apps in a pre-service teaching classroom can aid not only in the improvement of individual student learning but also in the preparation of pre-service teachers in their future classrooms.

FORMAT/AGENDA OF THE SYMPOSIUM:
The format of the symposium will be a PowerPoint presentation with audience participation.  The participants will use a PowerPoint to talk about different aspects and perspectives of app use on an iPad in a Pre-service teaching classroom.  Each participant will speak about the benefits of app use from current experience.  The presentation will require audience participation in the form of interactive discussions related to app use in the classroom.  The outline of these discussions will be in the form of questions posed to the audience and the opportunity for them to share their thoughts and experiences as well as questions posed to the participants about the use of  

BIO FROM EACH PARTICIPANT:
Carmen Ronnie is a Doctoral student at Lynn University.  She is currently working as an adjunct professor at Lynn University teaching undergraduate Elementary Education K-6.  

Dr. Jennifer Lesh has a Ph.D. from Barry University. She is currently an Assistant Professor and the Coordinator Master’s program in Exceptional Student Education at Lynn University.  

Dr. Kelly Burlison has an Ed.D from Nova Southeastern University.  She is currently an Assistant Professor and Program Coordinator Elementary Education K-6 at Lynn University.

Anika Smith is a Graduate student, obtaining her Master’s in Exceptional Student Education at Lynn University.  She currently works in an aftercare program and upon graduation, hopes to work with students with disabilities.


Nicola Gomez is a junior obtaining an Elementary Education K-6 undergraduate degree at Lynn University.

ABSTRACT OF EACH PARTICIPANT’S TALK/PRESENTATION:
Dr. Jennifer Lesh and Dr. Kelly Burlison will discuss, from a professor’s perspective, the use of apps on an iPad in the pre-service teaching classroom at an Apple Distinguished school.  They will discuss the use of apps that they themselves use as well as the apps that they have introduced to their students for use in their own future classrooms. 
Anika Smith and Nicola Gomez will discuss the use of apps from a student’s perspective.  They will focus on how apps have not only helped them in their own learning at the college level but also how they intend to use apps in their future classrooms.  
Carmen Ronnie will discuss how the use of apps can lead to the potential to design and build educational apps where there may be a need, both in the K-12 classroom as well as at the Higher Education classroom.
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