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Introduction to Michele Oka Doner. 2:58 min. Includes excerpts from A Walk
on the Beach: Based on an installation by Michele Oka Doner at Miami Inter-
national Airport. Director: Nick Merrick. Director of Photography & Editor:
Athan Merrick. Producer: Hedrich Blessing. Original score for conch shell,
Del Mar a la Estrellas: William Cepeda.

Michele Oka Doner:
A Woman of Nature

By Elman + Perez-Trujillo + Johnson

From micheleokadoner.com:

ichele Oka Doner (b. 1945, Miami Beach) is an interna-

tionally renowned artist whose career spans four de-

cades. The breadth of her artistic production encom-

passes sculpture, furniture, jewelry, public art, functional
objects, video, as well as costume and set design. Whether
large scale architectural objects or intimately scaled objects,
Oka Doner’s work is fueled by a lifelong study and appreciation
of the natural world, from which she derives her formal vocabu-
lary. She is well-known for creating numerous public art instal-
lations throughout the United States, including Radiant Site at
New York’s Herald Square subway, Flight at Washington’s Rea-
gan International Airport, and A Walk on the Beach at the Miami
International Airport (1995-2010), which features nine thousand
unique bronze sculptures inlaid over a mile-and-a-quarter long
concourse of terrazzo and mother-of-pearl, one of the larg-
est public artworks in the world. Oka Doner’s numerous other
public art projects can be found in federal courthouses, public
libraries, hospitals, universities, other transportation centers,
and public parks.

Oka Doner is represented by Marlborough Gallery, New York. In
addition to major solo exhibitions at Marlborough, her artwork
can be found in the collections of The Metropolitan Museum
of Art, the Whitney Museum of American Art, the Art Institute
of Chicago, the Musée des Arts Décoratifs at the Louvre, The
Victoria and Albert Museum, London, The Dallas Museum of
Art, the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, the St. Louis Art Museum,
the Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum, The University of
Michigan Museum of Art, the Yale Art Gallery, and the Princeton
University Art Museum, among others. She has created collec-
tions with Steuben in glass, Christofle in silver, and Nymphen-
burg in porcelain. Publications about her work include three
monographs: Natural Selection (Hudson Hills Press, 2003),
Workbook (Oka Press, 2004), HumanNature (Edizioni Charta,
2008), and Into the Mysterium (Regan Arts, 2016). Oka Do-
nor’s most recent book, Everything Is Alive, was published in
September, 2017 by Regan Arts (Phaidon Press). The 240 page
book contains a cornucopia of images documenting the evo-
lution of some of her most notable large scale projects; and
essays by Judith Thurman, Joseph Giovannini, Cynthia Nadel-
man, and Gregory Volk.

In Miami, Oka Doner had a solo exhibition at the Perez Art Mu-
seum Miami (PAMM) in 2016, and will have a solo exhibition at
the Lowe Art Museum, opening in October, 2017.

The videos below are organized by topic and run between 30
seconds and 5 minutes. Click on any video. You must be con-
nected to the Internet to view the videos.

EXPOSURE TO BROAD

INFLUENCES: 2:30 min.
Mic rer What was your first awareness

of art and when did it become a

passion for you?

CURIOSITY:

2:30 min.
Michele Oka Doner Interview: What are some of the oth.. @ = What are some Of the Other Ways

your mother influenced your
aesthetic?

SELF-CONFIDENCE:

1:57 min.
TR TN Why did you elect to attend the
University of Michigan?

VALUES LEARNING

DISCIPLINE: 4:31 min.

What did you learn in school that
had an impact on your career?

Michele Oka Doner Interview: What did you leam insch.. @

CREATES A UNIQUE
PERSONAL BRAND: 3:32 min.

Michele Oka Doner: When you were in college, and atth.. @ = When y ou were in CO”ege’ and
at the beginning of your career,
Abstract Expressionism was the
dominant art genre. Did you make
a conscious decision to buck the
tide?

INSIGHT & INSPIRATION:

2:23 min.
sDone A oy Who were the artists that

’ - influenced you?
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INSIGHT & INSPIRATION:
2:10 min.
e /n your public art you often take

many small intimate objects and
images and aggregate them into
very large-scale pieces.

CRITICAL THINKING:

2:24 min.

Michelle Oka Doner Interview: : bo Francis Olschafskie is both an
artist and inventor. He teaches
a course that asks the question,
“What came first, art or the
science to make art?”

LIFETIME OBSERVER:

2:02 min.

Since there are so many elements
of nature in your artwork, have
you taken formal courses in the
sciences?

CREATIVE FLEXIBILITY:

1:32 min.
TP W There is something about your
. - work that reminds me of the
i - \* =L = Golem in Michael Chabon’s

“Kavalier & Clay” — fashioning life
> from natural debris and mud.
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