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The Lyrical Theater in Expressions of Cuban Identity:
Study and Reconstruction of El Sombrero de Yarey,

an Opera by Ernesto Lecuona
Lecture byYurima Blanco

Wednesday, April 18, 20181 12:30 PM I FIU Modesto A. Maidique Campus I Deuxieme Maison (DM) 353

Ernesto Lecuona (Guanabacoa, 1895-Tenerife. 1963) is the most widely known Cuban musician, distinguished by his versatility
as a composer, pianist. orchestra director, music entrepreneur, and editor. Previous studies underline his contribution to lyrical
t heater as an expression of Cuban identity, yet they usually pay scant attention to his only opera: El Sombrero de Yarey (1946).
This lecture proposes a first approximation to Lecuona's score and eventually the analysis, reconstruction, and performance of
his unpublished work.

Yurima Blanco is a Ph.D. student in Musicology at the University of Valladolid in Spain. She earned her master's degree in
Hispanic Music at the same university and her bachelor's degree in musicology at the University of Havana. She has taught at
the University of Valladolid and the Amadeo Roldan Musk Conservatory in Havana, as well as conducted research at the
National Museum of Music in Havana. She has presented papers at international conferences in Cuba. Spain, Portugal, and the
United States, and published essays in journals such as Clove and Tabonque. She is preparing a collection of books. music
sheets, and records dedicated to the study and dissemination of the work of the Cuban composer Hilario Gonzalez. She has
received a research fellowship from the Cuban Heritage Collection of the University of Miami Libraries and is one of the
recipients of the 2018 Diaz-Ayala Library Travel Grants at FIU.

This event is free, open to the public, and will be conducted in Spanish.
For more information and to confirm your attendance, please call (305) 348 1991 or write crifiu.edu
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