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Mission

The Community Literacy Journal is an interdisciplinary journal that publishes 
both scholarly work that contributes to theories, methodologies, and research 
agendas and work by literacy workers, practitioners, and community litera-

cy program sta!. We are especially committed to presenting work done in collabo-
ration between academics and community members, organizers, activists, teachers, 
and artists.

We understand “community literacy” as including multiple domains for litera-
cy work extending beyond mainstream educational and work institutions. It can be 
found in programs devoted to adult education, early childhood education, reading 
initiatives, or work with marginalized populations. It can also be found in more infor-
mal, ad hoc projects, including creative writing, gra"ti art, protest songwriting, and 
social media campaigns. 

For us, literacy is de#ned as the realm where attention is paid not just to con-
tent or to knowledge but to the symbolic means by which it is represented and used. 
$us, literacy makes reference not just to letters and to text but to other multimod-
al, technological, and embodied representations, as well. Community literacy is in-
terdisciplinary and intersectional in nature, drawing from rhetoric and composition, 
communication, literacy studies, English studies, gender studies, race and ethnic 
studies, environmental studies, critical theory, linguistics, cultural studies, education, 
and more.

Subscriptions
Donations to the CLJ in any amount can be made with a check made out to “FIU 
English Department,” with Community Literacy Journal in the memo line. 

Send to: 
Paul Feigenbaum 
Department of English 
Florida International University 
DM462D 
11200 SW 8th St.
Miami, FL 33199 

Donors at the $40 level or above will receive a courtesy print subscription of the aca-
demic year’s issues.

Cover Artist and Art
Gabrielle Ricci IG @gabriellericciart

I’m an Afro-Latina artist from Columbus Ohio. I’ve been drawing, painting and cra%-
ing ever since I could remember. My favorite medium is digital art. I use my iPad to 
create art focused on natural hair and women of color. Afros, curls and kinks are all 
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right up my alley. Drawing mermaids is one of my favorite things to do. Happy im-
agery and fun colors are my focus. I want people to see my art, feel happy and at the 
same time represented.

Submissions 
Submissions for the articles section of the journal should clearly demonstrate engage-
ment with community literacy scholarship, particularly scholarship previously pub-
lished in the Community Literacy Journal. $e editors seek work that pushes the #eld 
forward in exciting and perhaps unexpected ways. Case studies, qualitative and/ or 
quantitative research, conceptual articles, etc., ranging from 20-25 manuscript pages, 
are welcome. If deemed appropriate, we will send the manuscript out to readers for 
blind review. You can expect a report in 10-12 weeks. 

$e CLJ also welcomes shorter manuscripts (8-12 pages) for two new sections: 
Community Literacy Project and Program Pro!les will discuss innovative and im-
pactful community-based projects and programs that are grounded in best practices. 
We encourage community-based practitioners and non-pro#t sta! to submit for this 
section. Pro#les should draw on community literacy scholarship, but they are not ex-
pected to have the extended lit reviews that are customary in the articles section of 
the journal. If you are a community member wanting to submit, and it is your #rst 
time writing for an academic journal, we are happy to o!er mentorship and answer 
questions. Pieces co-authored by multiple stakeholders in a project are also welcome. 

Please submit using our online submission system. Contact the Project and Pro-
gram Pro#les Editor, Vincent Portillo, with questions at vportill@syr.edu. 

Issues in Community Literacy will o!er targeted analysis, re&ection, and/or 
complication of ongoing challenges associated with the work of community literacy. 
Potential subjects for this section include (but are not limited to): building/sustaining 
infrastructure, navigating institutional constraints, pursuing community literacy in 
graduate school, working with vulnerable populations, building ethical relationships, 
realizing reciprocity, and negotiating con&icts among partners. We imagine this as a 
space for practitioners to raise critical issues or o!er a response to an issue raised in a 
previous volume of the CLJ. 

We encourage community-based practitioners and non-pro#t sta! to submit for 
this section. If you are a community member wanting to submit, and it is your #rst 
time writing for an academic journal, we are happy to o!er mentorship and answer 
questions. Pieces co-authored by multiple stakeholders in a project are also welcome. 

Please submit using our online submission system. Contact the Issues in Com-
munity Literacy Editor, Cayce Wicks, with questions at cwick003@#u.edu.

Coda: Community Writing and Creative Work welcomes submissions of poet-
ry, creative non#ction, short stories, and multigenre work on any topics that have en-
sued from community writing projects. $is may be work about community writing 
projects, and this may be expressed in ways we have yet to imagine. We ask authors 
to include a personal re&ection about the submission itself—information about your 
community writing group (if you belong to one); your personal journey as a writer; 
what inspired you to write your piece; and anything else you’d care to share about 
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your life—as an invitation for the author and Coda’s readers to consider writing and 
activism as intertwined.

Please submit using our online submission system. Contact the Coda Editorial 
Collective at coda.editors@gmail.com.

Advertising 
Community Literacy Journal welcomes advertising. $e journal is published twice an-
nually, in the Fall and Spring (November and May). Deadlines for advertising are two 
months prior to publication (September and March).

Ad Sizes and Pricing 
Half page (trim size 5.5X4.25): $200 
Full page (trim size 5.5X8.5): $350 
Inside back cover (trim size 5.5X8.5): $500 
Inside front cover (trim size 5.5X8.5): $600 

Format 
We accept .PDF, .JPG, .TIF or .EPS. All advertising images should be camera-ready 
and have a resolution of 300 dpi. For more information, please contact Veronica House 
(housev@colorado.edu) and Paul Feigenbaum (pfeigenb@#u.edu).

Copyright © 2021 Community Literacy Journal 
ISSN 1555-9734 

Community Literacy Journal is a member of the Council of Editors of Learned Journals.

Production and distribution managed by Parlor Press. 

Publication of the Community Literacy Journal is made possible through the generous 
support of the English Department and the Writing and Rhetoric Program at Florida 
International University. $e CLJ is a journal of the Coalition for Community Writing. 
Current issues and archives are available open access at https://digitalcommons.#u.edu/
communityliteracy/
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Guest Editor: Elaine Richardson

Editor's Introduction
1 Critical Social Justice Possibilities in Hiphop Literacies: An Introduction

Elaine Richardson with Steve Lessner

Articles
10 ‘She Ugly’: Black Girls, Women in Hiphop and Activism—Hiphop Feminist 

Literacies Perspectives
Elaine Richardson aka Dr. E

32 Higher Hussle: Nipsey’s Post Hip Hop Literacies
Marquese McFerguson and Aisha Durham

45 Free Your Mind and Your Practice Will Follow: Exploring Hip-Hop Habits 
of Mind as a Practice of Educational Freedom

Toby S. Jenkins

69 “An Art of Truth in !ings”: Confronting Hiphop Illiteracies in Writing 
Classrooms at Predominantly White Colleges and Universities

Tessa Brown

Book and New Media Reviews
91 From the Book and New Media Review Editor’s Desk 

Jessica Shumake, Editor 

92 Literacy as Conversation: Learning Networks in Urban and Rural 
Communities by Eli Goldblatt and David A. Jolli!e

Reviewed by Rachel E.H. Edwards
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97 Family Literacies: Shared Reading with Young Children by Rachael Levy 
and Mel Hall

Reviewed by Megen Farrow Boyett

104 Transnational Feminist Itineraries: Situating !eory and Activist Practice 
edited by Ashwini Tambe and Millie $ayer

Reviewed by Curtis J. Jewell

111 Words No Bars Can Hold: Literacy Learning in Prison by Deborah 
Appleman

Reviewed by Walter Lucken IV

115 Queer Literacies: Discourses and Discontents by Mark McBeth
Reviewed by Mary F. McGinnis

120 Literacy Heroines: Women and the Written Word by Alice S. Horning
Reviewed by Andrea McCrary



Now with Parlor Press!
Studies in Rhetorics and Feminism
Series Editors: Cheryl Glenn and Shirley Wilson Logan

New Releases
Writing in the Clouds: Inventing and Composing in Internetworked 
Writing Spaces by John Logie
Writing Spaces: Readings on Writing Volume 4
Running, !inking, Writing: Embodied Cognition in Composition 
by Jackie Hoermann-Elliott

English Studies Online: Programs, Practices, Possibilities, edited by 
William P. Banks and Susan Spangler

Feminist Circulations: Rhetorical Explorations across Space and 
Time, edited by Jessica Enoch, Danielle Gri,n and Karen Nelson

MLA Mina Shaughnessy Prize and 
CCCC Best Book Award 2021!
Creole Composition: Academic Writing and Rhetoric in the 
Anglophone Caribbean, edited by Vivette Milson-Whyte, Raymond 
Oenbring, and Brianne Jaquette

Check Out Our New Website!
Discounts, blog,open access titles, instant downloads, and more.

www.parlorpress.com

CLJ Discount: Use CLJ20 at checkout to receive a 20% discount on all titles not on sale 
through February 1, 2022.
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