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Heroes, Martyrs, and Political Messiahs
in Revolutionary Cuba, 1946-1958

Book Presentation with Author Lillian Guerra
Friday, April 20,2018 | 6:30 PM | Books & Books | 265 Aragon Ave., Coral Gables

In this important and timely volume, one of today’s foremost experts on Cuban history and politics fills a significant
gap in the literature, illuminating how Cuba’s sovereign electoral democracy underwent a tumultuous transformation
into a military dictatorship. Lillian Guerra draws on her years of research in newly opened archives and on personal
interviews to shed light on the men and women of Cuba who participated in mass mobilization and civic activism to
establish social movements in their quest for social and racial justice and for more accountable leadership. Beautifully
illustrated with archival photographs, this volume is a stunning addition to Latin American history and politics.

Dr. Lillian Guerra is the Waldo W. Neikirk Professor of Cuban and Caribbean History at the University of Florida. She is
the author of four scholarly books of Caribbean history, in addition to Heroes, Martyrs, and Political Messiahs: Visions of
Power in Cuba: Revolution, Redemption, and Resistance, 1959-1971 (2013); The Myth of José Marti: Conflicting
Nationalisms in Early Twentieth-Century Cuba (2005); and Popular Expression and National Identity in Puerto Rico: The
Struggle for Self, Community, and Nation (1998). She is currently finishing another book called Patriots and Traitors in
Cuba, 1961-1981. A recent recipient of the John Simon Guggenheim and American Council of Learned Societies
Fellowships, Guerra’s Visions of Power in Cuba won the 2014 Bryce Wood Book Award from the Latin American Studies

Association.

This event is free and open to the public.
To confirm your attendance and for more information, please call (305) 348-1991 or write cri@fiu.edu
Cosponsored by the FIU Department of History
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