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Mission
he Community Literacy Journal is an interdisciplinary journal that publishes
both scholarly work that contributes to theories, methodologies, and research
agendas and work by literacy workers, practitioners, and community litera-
cy program staff. We are especially committed to presenting work done in collabo-
ration between academics and community members, organizers, activists, teachers,
and artists.

We understand “community literacy” as including multiple domains for litera-
cy work extending beyond mainstream educational and work institutions. It can be
found in programs devoted to adult education, early childhood education, reading
initiatives, or work with marginalized populations. It can also be found in more infor-
mal, ad hoc projects, including creative writing, graffiti art, protest songwriting, and
social media campaigns.

For us, literacy is defined as the realm where attention is paid not just to con-
tent or to knowledge but to the symbolic means by which it is represented and used.
Thus, literacy makes reference not just to letters and to text but to other multimod-
al, technological, and embodied representations, as well. Community literacy is in-
terdisciplinary and intersectional in nature, drawing from rhetoric and composition,
communication, literacy studies, English studies, gender studies, race and ethnic
studies, environmental studies, critical theory, linguistics, cultural studies, education,
and more.

Subscriptions

Donations to the CLJ in any amount can be made with a check made out to “FIU
English Department,” with Community Literacy Journal in the memo line.

Send to:

Paul Feigenbaum

Department of English

Florida International University
DM462D

11200 SW 8th St.

Miami, FL 33199

Donors at the $40 level or above will receive a courtesy print subscription of the aca-
demic year’s issues.

Cover Artist and Art

Wendy Osterweil is a full-time fiber artist and printmaker in Philadelphia, PA. She is
also a teaching artist/art educator with over 35 years experience in universities, schools,
artist residencies, art centers, workshops, and out-of-school programs. She exhibits
nationally and had a major installation exhibition at the Painted Bride Arts Center in
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Philadelphia, 2012. MFA Graphics/University of Wisconsin-Madison, former Associate
Professor Tyler School of Art/Temple University. www.wendyosterweil.com

The cover image is of Osterweil's woodcut print, Birds Returning. Of her inspiration
for the piece, she writes, “I've been keenly aware of the birds during the past year of
the pandemic. My husband and I have hiked almost every day on woodland trails
near our home. One day in February I saw this amazing confluence of robins in a tree
and realized they don't necessarily leave in the winter or perhaps they were returning
early. The woodcut print was a response to this wonder which resonates with hope
in 2021”2

Submissions

Submissions for the articles section of the journal should clearly demonstrate engage-
ment with community literacy scholarship, particularly scholarship previously pub-
lished in the Community Literacy Journal. The editors seek work that pushes the field
forward in exciting and perhaps unexpected ways. Case studies, qualitative and/or
quantitative research, conceptual articles, etc., ranging from 20-25 manuscript pages,
are welcome. If deemed appropriate, we will send the manuscript out to readers for
blind review. You can expect a report in 8-10 weeks.

The CLJ also welcomes shorter manuscripts (8-12 pages) for two new sections:

Community Literacy Project and Program Profiles will discuss innovative and
impactful community-based projects and programs that are grounded in best prac-
tices. We encourage community-based practitioners and non-profit staff to submit for
this section. Profiles should draw on community literacy scholarship, but they are not
expected to have the extended lit reviews that are customary in the articles section of
the journal. If you are a community member wanting to submit, and it is your first
time writing for an academic journal, we are happy to offer mentorship and answer
questions. Pieces co-authored by multiple stakeholders in a project are also welcome.

Please submit using our online submission system. Contact the Project and Pro-
gram Profiles Editor, Vincent Portillo, with questions at vportill@syr.edu.

Issues in Community Literacy will offer targeted analysis, reflection, and/or
complication of ongoing challenges associated with the work of community literacy.
Potential subjects for this section include (but are not limited to): building/sustaining
infrastructure, navigating institutional constraints, pursuing community literacy in
graduate school, working with vulnerable populations, building ethical relationships,
realizing reciprocity, and negotiating conflicts among partners. We imagine this as a
space for practitioners to raise critical issues or offer a response to an issue raised in a
previous volume of the CLJ.

We encourage community-based practitioners and non-profit staff to submit for
this section. If you are a community member wanting to submit, and it is your first
time writing for an academic journal, we are happy to offer mentorship and answer
questions. Pieces co-authored by multiple stakeholders in a project are also welcome.

Please submit using our online submission system. Contact the Issues in Com-
munity Literacy Editor, Cayce Wicks, with questions at cwick003@fiu.edu.
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Coda: Community Writing and Creative Work welcomes submissions of poet-
ry, creative nonfiction, short stories, and multigenre work on any topics that have en-
sued from community writing projects. This may be work about community writing
projects, and this may be expressed in ways we have yet to imagine. We ask authors
to include a personal reflection about the submission itself--information about your
community writing group (if you belong to one); your personal journey as a writer;
what inspired you to write your piece; and anything else youd care to share about your
life--as an invitation for the author and Coda’s readers to consider writing and activism
as intertwined.

Please submit using our online submission system. Contact the Coda Editorial
Collective at coda.editors@gmail.com.

Advertising

Community Literacy Journal welcomes advertising. The journal is published twice an-
nually, in the Fall and Spring (November and May). Deadlines for advertising are two
months prior to publication (September and March).

Ad Sizes and Pricing

Half page (trim size 5.5X4.25): $200

Full page (trim size 5.5X8.5): $350

Inside back cover (trim size 5.5X8.5): $500
Inside front cover (trim size 5.5X8.5): $600

Format

We accept .PDE, .JPG, .TIF or .EPS. All advertising images should be camera-ready
and have a resolution of 300 dpi. For more information, please contact Veronica House
(housev@colorado.edu) and Paul Feigenbaum (pfeigenb@fiu.edu).

Copyright © 2021 Community Literacy Journal
ISSN 1555-9734

Community Literacy Journal is a member of the Council of Editors of Learned Journals.

Production and distribution managed by Parlor Press.

Publication of the Community Literacy Journal is made possible through the generous
support of the English Department and the Writing and Rhetoric Program at Florida
International University. The CL] is a journal of the Coalition for Community Writing.
Current issues and archives are available open access at https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/
communityliteracy/
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1 Editors’ Introduction

Paul Feigenbaum and Veronica House, with Cayce Wicks

Talk

4 'The Complicity/Complexity Problem of Anti-Racism Work in The Academy
Natasha N. Jones

Articles

9 Public Memory as Community-Engaged Writing: Composing Difficult
Histories on Campus
Amy J. Lueck, Matthew V. Kroot, and Lee M. Panich

31  Cultivating Legitimacy as a Farmer
Abby M. Dubisar

52 (Re) Mixing Up Literacy: Cookbooks as Rhetorical Remix
Elizabeth J. Fleitz

Issues in Community Literacy
73 Writing Group in an Emergency: Temporary Shelter

Alison Turner

84  Rhetorical Curation of Patient Art: How Community Literacy Scholars Can
Contribute to Healthcare Professions
Maria Novotny

97 I knew this was gonna be chaos’: Voices Collide While Decolonizing
Intersectional Injustice
Danielle Kubasko Sullivan and Mary L. Fahrenbruck
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Book and New Media Reviews

106 From the Book and New Media Review Editor’s Desk
Jessica Shumake, Editor

107 My Life with Charles Billups & Martin Luther King: Trauma and the Civil
Rights Movement by Rene Billups Baker
Reviewed by Sherita Roundtree

112 Researching Protest Literacies: Literacy as Protest in the Favelas of Rio de
Janeiro by Jamie D. I. Duncan
Reviewed by Catherine Compton-Lilly

116 My Caesarean: 21 Mothers on the C-Section Experience and After edited
by Amanda Fields and Rachel Moritz
Reviewed by Cassie A. Wright

121 Oral Literacies: When Adults Read Aloud by Sam Duncan
Reviewed by Jamie D. I. Duncan

Coda: Community Writing and Creative Work

126 A Word from Coda’s Editors
Kefaya Diab, Leah Falk, Chad Seader, Alison Turner, Kate Vieira, and
Stephanie Wade

128 Poesia para la Paz: Voces de Jovenes Colombianos

Introduccion y comentarios por Juana Maria Echeverri Escobar y Rodrigo
Aicardo Rojas Ospina

130 Poemas
Danna Samira Pérez Ramirez, Maria Fernanda Montoya Trujillo, y Mariana

Ospina Lopez

134 Persistence and Creativity: Emerson WRITES Celebrates 11 Years with
Young Poets and Writers of Boston

Introduction by Mary Kovaleski Byrnes and Livia Meneghin featuring Rejeila
Firmin, Star Igbinosa, Ebony Smith, Essence Smith, Winter Jones, Yaritza
Santana, Paola Ruiz Manrique, Madison Lucchesi, and Zaryah Qareeb

147 Moments

Jessica Pisano

153 Side Streets
Eli Goldblatt
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