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Florida International University
Student Government Council

STUDENT GOVERNMENT COUNCIL BI-MONTHLY MEETING
MINUTES RECORDED ON

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6,1996
c

3:30 P.M.

IN ATTENDANCE
Brian D. Abramson, Finance Chair
Alison Austin-Greene, Graduate Student Representative
Thania Cantave, Administrative Assistant
Amy Ernst, SJMC Representative
Liliana Gomez, Student Services Chair
Julian Humphreys, Vice-President
Jeannie M. Lacroix, School of Nursing Representative
Mike Madridejos, Senator
_RyanrMathews,_&enator

McLamarre Mompremier, CUPA Representative
Kristina Nikolic, Lower Division Representative

Arthur Papillon, Jr., President
Ellen Plissner, Associate Director

-

Simone Reid, HM Representative
Julianna Watson, Academic Affairs Chair
Joanna Wedderburn, Director of StudentLobbying
ABSENT
Safiya Burton, Lower Division Representative (EXCUSED)

Steven Chung, Broward Representative
Jeff Dismukes, Graduate Student Representative

Tanisha Drummond, Clerk of Council (EXCUSED)
GUESTS
Jose Archila
Dannielle Boyer

Miguel Lewis, Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Greater Miami
Sherene Mirander
Florence Petit, BEACON RepresentativeStacia Pinnock
Avia Rice

SEP 20 1996

STUBiNT IGOVERNMENT
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 3:35 P.M., by SGC PA Wt",14 iur Papillon, Jr.
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requested that Council members take Forum flyers to assist her in publicity, in addition to
word of mouth.

Mr. Papillon, Jr. asked that Ms. Watson meet with the Office of Undergraduate Studies to
obtain more information on the CLAST Exam. In addition, he asked that she speak with
the Office of Registration to find out how SGC might be able to assist with the Spring
Registration process.

STUDENT SERVICES (Liliana Gomez)
Ms. Liliana Gomez thanked all members who were able to assist with the Coffee Breaks
that were held the first week of classes. In the last committee meeting, they were able to
designate positions, which she would report on at a later date. She was also approaching
several departments with a survey to address any problems or concerns. After receiving
the results of this, she would share this with the Council as well. Next, Ms. Gomez
-distributed-aflyer-with-all-upcoming-meeting-dates-Ms-Thania-Cantave-addressed-theproblems of Financial Aid and Public Safety, which were recorded on video tape. She
urged Council members. to view the tape when possible. Ms. Gomez encouraged

everyone to work as a team in the interest of correcting all conflicts and problems.
Lastly, she mentioned the plaques that she had selected for the Presidential Conference
Room. The President interjected that he would like to see Council members helping lost
students around the campus.

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT LOBBYING (Joanna Wedderburn)
Guest speaker, Ms. Chanelle Rose reiterated the importance of FSA's approaching Vision
'96 Conference taking place in Tampa, Florida.

OLD BUSINESS
PBL Allocation
Phi Beta Lambda, an Honors Society, was allocated $800.00 for a trip taken. The
organization was instructed by the Finance Chair to collect funds and turn in all follow-up

procedures (receipts) to Ms. Arminda Pravia, however, this was never done.
Ms. Plissner recommended that even though students should have adhered to the rules,
perhaps they should not suffer monetarily (Is six months suffering enough?); she also
suggested that if possible, Ms. Anna Valdez should make some formal statement saying
exactly was what spent out of her personal funds.
When Phi Beta Lambda was allocated $800.00, the money came from last year's budget.
With the present budget situation, how much money do we have to give, realistically? Mr.
Abramson made a motion to allocate $400.00 from the General budget to cover some
costs indicated in their receipts. Ms. Nikolic seconded the motion. Vote: four Council
4
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members voted in favor of the motion; three voted against; one abstention. Motion passed.
Then Mr. Abramson made an amendment to the previous motion, stating that if possible,

the funds could be taken from Overflow of last year's General budget. Mr. Humphreys
seconded the motion. Vote: Seven in favor; Three abstentions. Motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS
Greek Week
As there is a lack of Greek life on the North Campus, the President suggested planning
a rush on this campus. He would like to have Greeks from the University Park Campus
to come and offer information for such an event. The President mentioned that he had
received commitments from several Greek organizations on both campuses.

Mr. Humphreys suggested using the Student Interest sheet for the next rush. Mr.
Abramson stated that he would-like to do the event for two days, Tuesday and
Wednesday, as most students are on campus these days. Ms. Nikolic suggested that
these organizations should do more than just set up tables; students need to see the joys

of Greek life. Ms. Plissner commented that there were time constraints to consider
(September 25 - NACA); another problem is publicity...she suggested postponing the event
until the week of September 30 - October 4, 1996. Mr. Abramson and Ms. Nikolic were
selected as coordinators of Greek Week.

Barnes & Noble Bookstore
Mr. Papillon, Jr. urged the Academic Affairs Committee to become more involved with the
complaints and problems concerning the bookstore. Guest speaker, Ms. Dannielle Boyer,
told the Council of the problem she had recently encountered with the campus bookstore.
She had bought a textbook on the North Campus, only to discover that it was being sold
on the University Park Campus at a lower price. Ms. Cantave suggested that Ms. Watson
research their financial records. Research is necessary before the situation is made
public. Ms. Plissner added that the Council needs to consider bookstore competition.
Ticket Running

Mr. Abramson explained the process of ticket running (President and Vice President),
which should initially be done when registering for candidacy. A short question and
answer period followed. Mr. Humphreys made a motion to accept Mr. Abramson's
amendment to the SGC By-Laws. Ms. Nikolic seconded the motion. The vote passed
unanimously (See attached Proposal).

SGC Carnival
Mr. Papillon, Jr. is currently speaking to Oleta River Park and Ms. Mary Pankowski in
reference to sponsorship and offered services. A tentative date has been set for the SGC
5
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Carnival.
NACA

Ms. Plissner discussed the purpose of NACA and what occurs at both the regional and
state conferences. There was some hesitation as to who would be selected to attend, due
to a shortage of funds.

Mr. Michael Madridejos motioned that the Student Government Council send four
representatives to NACA; the motion was not seconded--it died on the table.

Mr.

Humphreys made a motion to send two representatives to NACA. Ms. Nikolic seconded
the motion. Mr. Abramson made an amendment to the motion, stating that funding is not
to exceed over $1000.00 for both representatives. Anything exceeding this figure would

have to come from personal funds. The amendment was accepted by Mr. Humphreys.
Blood Drive
Ms. Jeannie Lacroix informed the Council that Red Cross will be holding a Blood Drive on
Campus, on Wednesday, September 18, 1996 (WUC 100, 11 - 4 P.M.). A second Blood

Drive held by the Community Blood Center, is taking -place on Monday, September 30,
1996 (WUC 100, 10 - 3:30 P.M.).

Grand Opening
The President stated that the event was a success, despite the heat. He also urged
Council members to reach out to students. It was important to point out new services to
incoming students.

COMMUNITY COMMENTS
Mr. Miguel Lewis of Big Brother/Big Sister made a presentation before the Council,
concerning the importance of getting involved with our schools in terms of tutoring (Little
River Elementary and Horace Mann Middle, in particular) and asked that everyone help
with the publicity of TAGS (Taking A Giant Step).

Ms. Nikolic announced the Class of 1999-2000 Student Forum taking place on Tuesday,
September 24, 1996 at 3:30 P.M. in WUC 100. She also mentioned the Panther Fair
(sponsored by Special Events) on September 10 and 11, which is being held in the
Panther Square from 10 - 2 P.M.
Ms. Simone Reid announced the Hospitality Luncheon taking place on Friday, September
13, 1996. For further information, please call Mohammed at 919-4500. The luncheon
begins at 11:45 AM.
Mr. Abramson mentioned that Alex Penelas would be speaking on the North Campus on
6
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Tuesday, September 17, 1996 at 8 P.M. The event is being held in the GC Ballroom.
Mr. Abramson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Humphreys seconded the
motion. Vote: motion passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 5:50 P.M..
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Respectfully submitted,

Tanisha N. Drummond, Clerk of Council
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Proposal to Amend the SGC Bylaws
Submitted August 2, 1996

It is hereby proposed that the Bylaws of the Student Government Council of FIU North
Campus be amended as follows:

Section I.
I.

President/VicePresidentTickets

1.

Candidatesfor the offices of Presidentand Vice President may choose to
associate their campaigns with one another, although the electionsfor
these offices shall remain sepfrate. Any Presidential candidate and any
Vice Presidential candidate intending to campaign as a ticket must
indicate their intention to do so when they register to runfor office.

2.

Each Presidential candidate may only associate his/her campaign with
one Vice Presidential candidate, and each Vice Presidential candidate
may only associate his/her campaign with one Presidential candidate.

If either candidate on such a ticket withdraws,is disqualified, or
becomes unable to run after the deadline tofile a petition for candidacy,
the other candidate on that ticket may not associate his/her campaign

with any other candidate for the complimentary office.
3.

At no time during the registration process or campaign may any candidate
for any office other than President or Vice President associate himself/

herself with any other candidate with the intent of running and being
elected as a group.

italics denote addition, st-ike denotes elimination
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CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 3:35 P.M., by SGC President, Mr. Arthur Papillon, Jr.
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The Council then reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting, which was followed by
the distribution of the new SGC Telephone Roster. At this time, President Papillon, Jr.
requested that Council members indicate any necessary corrections. The following errors
were found:
Kristina Nikolic, Pager:
Liliana Gomez, Pager:
Amy Ernst, Pager:
Simone Reid, Home:
Julianna Watson, Home:
Brian Abramson, Home:

(305)
(305)
(305)
(305)
(305)
(305)

315-3218
708-7781
736-1893
919-6652/Work: (305) 919-5664
919-6652/Work: (305) 919-5550
891-7855

Ms. Amy Ernst made a motion to accept the minutes as submitted, Ms. Kristina Nikolic
seconded the motion; the vote was unanimous. Next, the President welcomed all guests
and stated that everyone would have a chance to speak when they were addressed.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT (Arthur Papillon, Jr.)
The President spoke of the recent Welcome Back Extravaganza, held by Minority Student
Services in the GC Ballroom, In addition to social amenities, the 400 students who
attended the function were able to network and learn about the available resources. He
was also glad to report that North Campus maintained representation at the event.

VICE PRESIDENT'S REPORT (Julian Humphreys)
Mr. Julian Humphreys spoke of the recent problems FIU was experiencing, in terms of the

Panther Shuttle. On Thursday of this week, two shuttle buses had broken down. Which
interfered with the scheduling for almost the entire day. The President commented that
last year he had arranged car pools to the University Park Campus as a resolution to the
inconsistent shuttle system. Mr. Humphreys added that he was able to obtain a list of
names and submit a formal complaint to the bus company. The President urged Council
members to call Physical Plant to echo these concerns.
ADVISOR'S REPORT (Ellen Plissner)
Ms. Ellen Plissner thanked the Council for attending the Grand Opening of the WUC
Ballroom, as it was a success.

On Friday, September 27, 1996 there will be a Leadership Workshop held from 12 - 5 P.M.
in the GC Ballroom. If you are interested, please RSVP as soon as possible. Following
this workshop, the Leadership Series will be held once every two weeks. The first
workshop being held on the North Campus on Friday, October 11, 1996 from 2 - 3:30 P.M.
(the room will be announced at a later date).
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She also reminded the Council of the upcoming Scheduling Workshop, held by Ms.
Jennifer Hernandez. Ms. Plissner encouraged members to attended, as there was
pertinent information (scheduling/booking rooms) being dispersed. The workshop is being
held in WUC 155 from 2 - 3:30 P.M.. Upcoming Public Safety Interviews are scheduled
for:
SEPTEMBER 9:

Frank Tees (LIB 319, 10:30 AM - 11:15 AM)
Robert Roberson (LIB 319, 2:45 P.M. - 3:30 P.M.)

Lastly, she reminded the Council that she would be checking for eligibility on Monday,
September 9, 1996.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE (Brian D. Abramson)

Mr.

Abramson

announced that he had

received monthly reports from all

organizations/clubs, except Bay Vista Hall Council. He would be checking with this group
to ensure that they had received the memorandum concerning this matter. As for the
Intercampus Shuttle, they were presently investigating whether or not funding from Student
Government Council was necessary due to ridership and FIU Administration.

Mr. Abramson also mentioned that he had reviewed attendance of SGC members and if
necessary, action would be taken against those who were not meeting the requirements.
The President reiterated that this was a job and as a job, it is important to adhere to your
responsibilities; one of which is attendance at the Bi-Monthly meetings.
Lastly, Mr. Abramson stated that the next Finance Committee meeting was postponed,
until after the University-wide Council meeting. This would allow the committee to
determine available funding after the fixed agenda.
Again, Mr. Papillon, Jr. stressed that all Council members should make sure that their
records are in order prior to September 9, 1996 when Ms. Plissner would be checking for
eligibility of SGC members.

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS (Julianna Watson)
Ms. Julianna Watson asked which Council members would be interested in joining this
committee. If so, please see her.

She also announced an upcoming forum, which is taking place on Wednesday, September
25, 1996 (WUC 157, 5 - 7 P.M.). Though the Council had completed its window for the
Window Painting Contest, Ms. Watson stated that she would still like to complete a
separate window for Academic Affairs, as a way of gaining visibility and for fun. She
3
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requested that Council members take Forum flyers to assist her in publicity, in addition to
word of mouth.
Mr. Papillon, Jr. asked that Ms. Watson meet with the Office of Undergraduate Studies to
obtain more information on the CLAST Exam. In addition, he asked that she speak with
the Office of Registration to find out how SGC might be able to assist with the Spring

Registration process.
STUDENT SERVICES (Liliana Gomez)
Ms. Liliana Gomez thanked all members who were able to assist with the Coffee Breaks
that were held the first week of classes. In the last committee meeting, they were able to
designate positions, which she would report on at a later date. She was also approaching
several departments with a survey to address any problems or concerns. After receiving
the results of this, she would share this with the Council as well. Next, Ms. Gomez
distributed a flyer with all upcoming meeting dates. Ms. Thania Cantave addressed the
problems of Financial Aid and Public Safety, which were recorded on video tape. She
urged Council members to view the tape when possible. Ms. Gomez encouraged

everyone to work as a team in the interest of correcting all conflicts and problems.
Lastly, she mentioned the plaques that she had selected for the Presidential Conference

Room. The President interjected that he would like to see Council members helping lost
students around the campus.

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT LOBBYING (Joanna Wedderburn)
Guest speaker, Ms. Chanelle Rose reiterated the importance of FSA's approaching Vision
'96 Conference taking place in Tampa, Florida.

OLD BUSINESS
PBL Allocation

Phi Beta Lambda, an Honors Society, was allocated $800.00 for a trip taken. The
organization was instructed by the Finance Chair to collect funds and turn in all follow-up
procedures (receipts) to Ms. Arminda Pravia, however, this was never done.

Ms. Plissner recommended that even though students should have adhered to the rules,
perhaps they should not suffer monetarily (Is six months suffering enough?); she also
suggested that if possible, Ms. Anna Valdez should make some formal statement saying
exactly was what spent out of her personal funds.
When Phi Beta Lambda was allocated $800.00, the money came from last year's budget.
With the present budget situation, how much money do we have to give, realistically? Mr.
Abramson made a motion to allocate $400.00 from the General budget to cover some
costs indicated in their receipts. Ms. Nikolic seconded the motion. Vote: four Council
4
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members voted in favor of the motion; three voted against; one abstention. Motion passed.

Then Mr. Abramson made an amendment to the previous motion, stating that if possible,
the funds could be taken from Overflow of last year's General budget. Mr. Humphreys
seconded the motion. Vote: Seven in favor; Three abstentions. Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS
Greek Week
As there is a lack of Greek life on the North Campus, the President suggested planning
a rush on this campus. He would like to have Greeks from the University Park Campus
to come and offer information for such an event. The President mentioned that he had

received commitments from several Greek organizations on both campuses.
Mr. Humphreys suggested using the Student Interest sheet for the next rush. Mr.
Abramson stated that he would like to do the event for two days, Tuesday and
Wednesday, as most students are on campus these days. Ms. Nikolic suggested that
these organizations should do more than just set up tables; students need to see the joys
of Greek life. Ms. Plissner commented that there were time constraints to consider
(September 25 - NACA); another problem is publicity... she suggested postponing the event
until the week of September 30 - October 4, 1996. Mr. Abramson and Ms. Nikolic were
selected as coordinators of Greek Week.

Barnes & Noble Bookstore
Mr. Papillon, Jr. urged the Academic Affairs Committee to become more involved with the
complaints and problems concerning the bookstore. Guest speaker, Ms. Dannielle Boyer,
told the Council of the problem she had recently encountered with the campus bookstore.
She had bought a textbook on the North Campus, only to discover that it was being sold
on the University Park Campus at a lower price. Ms. Cantave suggested that Ms. Watson
research their financial records. Research is necessary before the situation is made
public. Ms. Plissner added that the Council needs to consider bookstore competition.

Ticket Running
Mr. Abramson explained the process of ticket running (President and Vice President),
which should initially be done when registering for candidacy. A short question and
answer period followed. Mr. Humphreys made a motion to accept Mr. Abramson's
amendment to the SGC By-Laws. Ms. Nikolic seconded the motion. The vote passed
unanimously (See attached Proposal).

SGC Carnival
Mr. Papillon, Jr. is currently speaking to Oleta River Park and Ms. Mary Pankowski in
reference to sponsorship and offered services. A tentative date has been set for the SGC
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Carnival.
NACA
Ms. Plissner discussed the purpose of NACA and what occurs at both the regional and
state conferences. There was some hesitation as to who would be selected to attend, due
to a shortage of funds.
Mr. Michael Madridejos motioned that the Student Government Council send four
representatives to NACA; the motion was not seconded--it died on the table. Mr.

Humphreys made a motion to send two representatives to NACA. Ms. Nikolic seconded
the motion. Mr. Abramson made an amendment to the motion, stating that funding is not
to exceed over $1000.00 for both representatives. Anything exceeding this figure would

have to come from personal funds. The amendment was accepted by Mr. Humphreys.
Blood Drive

Ms. Jeannie Lacroix informed the Council that Red Cross will be holding a Blood Drive on
Campus, on Wednesday, September 18, 1996 (WUC 100, 11 - 4 P.M.). A second Blood
Drive held by the Community Blood Center, is taking place on Monday, September 30,
1996 (WUC 100, 10 - 3:30 P.M.).

Grand Opening
The President stated that the event was a success, despite the heat. He also urged
Council members to reach out to students. It was important to point out new services to
incoming students.

COMMUNITY COMMENTS
Mr. Miguel Lewis of Big Brother/Big Sister made a presentation before the Council,
concerning the importance of getting involved with our schools in terms of tutoring (Little
River Elementary and Horace Mann Middle, in particular) and asked that everyone help
with the publicity of TAGS (Taking A Giant Step).

Ms. Nikolic announced the Class of 1999-2000 Student Forum taking place on Tuesday,
September 24, 1996 at 3:30 P.M. in WUC 100. She also mentioned the Panther Fair
(sponsored by Special Events) on September 10 and 11, which is being held in the
Panther Square from 10 - 2 P.M.

Ms. Simone Reid announced the Hospitality Luncheon taking place on Friday, September
13, 1996. For further information, please call Mohammed at 919-4500. The luncheon
begins at 11:45 AM.
Mr. Abramson mentioned that Alex Penelas would be speaking on the North Campus on
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Tuesday, September 17, 1996 at 8 P.M. The event is being held in the GC Ballroom.
Mr. Abramson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Humphreys seconded the
motion. Vote: motion passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 5:50 P.M..

Respectfully submitted,

Tanisha N. Drummond, Clerk of Council
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