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Green School at Books & Books

Cuban Research Institute

European Visions on Spanglish
Lecture by Silvia Betti
Comments by Olga Connor

Monday, March 28,2016 | 6:30 PM | Books & Books | 265 Aragon Ave., Coral Gables

Hispanics and Anglo-Saxons are very different in culture, language, and sensitivity. However, Hispanics
living in the U.S. have been able to create a hybrid reality that stimulates a sense of identity. From a
sociohistoric perspective, the Spanglish phenomenon—the fusion of the Spanish and English
languages—arose amongst the “Hispanic minority,’formed by Latin American immigrants of various
ethnic, national, and class origins, who resisted being completely assimilated into the dominant U.S.
group. This linguistic phenomenon has sparked the curiosity and fascination of many U.S. and European
scholars.

Silvia Betti is a professor and researcher in the Department of Language, Literature, and Cultures at the
Alma Mater Studiorum-Universita di Bologna, Italy. She is the author of numerous publications on the
sociolinguistic aspects of Spanish in the United States, Spanglish, youth language and text messages
(SMS), and the new technologies applied to the teaching of Spanish as a foreign langauge. Dr. Betti has
taught and lectured at many universities in Europe, Latin America, and the U.S., most recently at Harvard
University’s Observatorio Cervantes. She is a Corresponding Member of the North American Academy of
the Spanish Language, belongs to its Commission for the Sociolinguistic Study of Spanish in the United
States, and directs the journal Glosas.

Cosponsored by the Centro Cultural Espanol-Miami (CCEMiami). This event, to be conducted in Spanish, is
free and open to the public. To confirm your attendance and for more information, call (305) 348-1991 or
write cri@fiu.edu.
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