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Introduction to Robert Pinsky. 2:24 min. Interview: Raymond Elman. Post-
Production: Lee Skye. Music: Carmen Cicero. Recorded at the Miami Book
Fair, 11/10/2022.

3x U.S. Poet Laureate

Robert Pinsky’s Autobiography:
“Jersey Breaks”

Posted by ElIman + Skye

OBERT PINSKY is a poet, essayist, translator, teacher,

and speaker. His first two terms as United States Poet

Laureate were marked by such visible dynamism—
and such national enthusiasm in response—that the Library
of Congress appointed him to an unprecedented third
term. Throughout his career, Pinsky has been dedicated to
identifying and invigorating poetry’s place in the world.
Known worldwide, Pinsky’s work has earned him the PEN/
Voelcker Award, the William Carlos Williams Prize, the Lenore
Marshall Prize, Italy’s Premio Capri, the Korean Manhae Award,
and the Harold Washington Award from the City of Chicago,
among other accolades.
Pinsky is a professor of English and creative writing in the
graduate writing program at Boston University. In 2015 the
university named him a William Fairfield Warren Distinguished
Professor, the highest honor bestowed on senior faculty
members who are actively involved in teaching, research,
scholarship, and university civic life.

— robertpinskypoet.com

The videos below are organized by Success Factor, and run
between 60 seconds and 6 minutes. Click on any video. You
must be connected to the Internet to view the videos.

JAZZPOEM: “Samurai Song” 5:32 min.

JAZZPOEM: “Samurai Song.” Robert Pinsky, vocals.
Laurence Hobgood, keyboard. Stan Strickland, flute. John
Lockwood, bass.

INSIGHT & INSPIRATION: 4:07 min.
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Why did you decide to write a memoir at this particular moment
in time?

COMMUNITY VALUES: 5:27 min.
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Long Branch sounds like a classic 1940s American melting pot.

SERENDIPITY: 3:40 min.
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Why did you decide to go to Stanford University?

INSIGHT & INSPIRATION: 2:35 min.
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Does your knowledge of music inform the rhythms of your
poetry?

SEIZES OPPORTUNITIES: 5:06 min.

@ wobert Pinskydes

How and when did you start creating “Poem Jazz”?

RESPECTS OTHERS POINTS OF VIEW: 1:48 min.
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When did you start spending time on Outer Cape Cod?

SELF-CONFIDENCE: 1:26 min.

How much do you engage with the Outer Cape Cod literary
community?

COMMUNITY VALUES: 0:52 sec.
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How many times have you presented at the Miami Book Fair?


https://youtu.be/rwlZmxPigOU
https://youtu.be/vVZDRH50Db8
https://youtu.be/F8gZYvnjJos
https://youtu.be/oqxdnue4thw
https://youtu.be/vVZDRH50Db8
https://youtu.be/M_5DM9hHbUo
https://youtu.be/fF0oc7WUbS0
https://youtu.be/aE3VZGQxkJ4
https://youtu.be/9yH_l5g1ZQQ
https://youtu.be/Pi1WnMQIvYo



