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Over $200,000 in University scholarships up for grabs

SGC-UP, page 2

MARIELLA LOPEZ
Contributing Writer

Paying for college is stressful for 
junior Melissa Grabiec.

"With the tuition that increased, I 
put it into my credit card. What can 
I do?" Grabiec said. "People say to 
stay out of credit card debt, but it's 
[all] education expenses."

Grabiec and others in her 
situation should know University-
wide scholarships are available to 
help.

FIU offers 23 scholarships for 

Meyer, LaPointe win;
year of change ahead

NATHAN VALENTINE/THE BEACONFEERNANDO GARCIA/THE BEACON

students with award money ranging 
from $750 to $3,500. In total, FIU is 
giving more than $225,000 to help 
students pay for college at a time 
when tuition is rising.

"It's a great opportunity, whether 
in need or not. Some scholarships 
are need-based and some are merit-
based, but it helps ease the burden of 
college classes," said Bill Beesting, 
assistant dean of Undergraduate 
Studies.

Freshman Patricia Perez thinks 
she'll check out the scholarships 
available.

"I really need fi nancial aid. I can't 
afford most of the things I need for 
school and I don't have a job. It 
wasn't a big shock for that tuition 
increase since it's my fi rst year at 
FIU," said Patricia Perez, majoring 
in education.

HOW TO APPLY

Go to http://www.fiu.edu/
scholarships/ or the FIU homepage 
and click on the scholarship link on 
the left-hand side. Students can apply 
for more than one scholarship.

REQUIREMENTS

Undergraduate students must 
have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 
or higher, and graduate students 
must have a cumulative GPA of 
3.3 or higher, unless otherwise 
indicated. Students with lower GPAs 
should still investigate these awards 
because there are some with lower 
GPA requirements. 

Interested students must have 
at least nine undergraduate credits 
or six graduate credits during the 

semester the award is given, unless 
otherwise indicated.

Students will need an unoffi cial
transcript from FIU, or if students 
have less than 12 credits, an offi cial
transcript(s) from the other college(s) 
attended must be submitted.  

The application also requires 
students to write a typed two-page 
essay. 

The essay should be double
spaced, describing educational and 
professional goals, and tell how 
being a recipient of a scholarship 
will help fulfi ll them.

BISCAYNE BAY CAMPUS

BEN F. BADGER JR.
Asst. News Director

Reaping the rewards of 
record voter turnout, Arthur 
“AJ” Meyer and Paige LaPointe 
won Student Government Coun-
cil University Park presidential 
elections for the 2008-2009 
academic year.  

Meyer, current SGC-UP 
vice president, and LaPointe, a 
current representative-at-large, 
received 1933 votes. Their 
opponents Jen Ruiz and Maria 
Cedeno, current Student Orga-
nizations Council president, 
received 1195 votes.

“I could not have done 

it without all these people,” 
LaPointe said. “I think we have 
an amazing council and I am 
more than excited to start right 
away.” 

This year’s elections marked 
the fi rst in three years in which 
the candidates did not run unop-
posed. Meyer is also the fi rst 
vice presidential candidate to 
be elected to his own term as 
president in over a decade.

“Paige and I are here for 
the students,” Meyer said. “We 
need them and we need to work 
together.”

When Rosa Jones, vice presi-

Silva’s visibility during 
campaign leads to victory
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OTHER WINNERS:OTHER WINNERS:
University Park

LOWER DIVISION REP.LOWER DIVISION REP.

Andrew Sanchez
Desiree Hernandez

Helena Ramirez
Vanessa Castro

UPPER DIVISION REP.UPPER DIVISION REP.

Jennifer “Jenni” Fuentes
Christopher Ponce

Adrian Molina 

Biscayne Bay Campus

LOWER DIVISION REPLOWER DIVISION REP

Laura Torres
Karin Guerrero

UPPER DIVIONUPPER DIVION

Michelle Souza
Simone Worsdale

SUSANA RODRIGUEZ
Asst. News Director

Winners for Student Govern-
ment Council at Biscayne Bay 
Campus were announced April 
3 at 12:30 p.m. in the Wolfe 
University Center’s Panther 
Square. Craig Cunningham, 
SGC-BBC advisor, and Gerardo 
Gomez, SGC-BBC elections 
commissioner, read the elec-
tion results to the crowd while 
a buffet table stocked sand-
wiches, fresh fruit, cookies and 
refreshments were on hand for 
celebration afterward.

Ana Maria Silva was elected 
SGC-BBC president, garner-

ing 51 percent of the majority 
vote.

“I was shocked at the num-
bers. I was overwhelmed. I 
mean, overwhelmed in a posi-
tive sense,” Silva said. “I was 
really happy with the votes and 
I just want to thank everyone 
for their support, for coming out 
today. Some people are already 
tired of me and my fl yers all 
over campus.”

Katiana Saintable, current 
SGC-BBC president, was not 
surprised by the election results 
because Silva actively promoted 
herself.

SGC-BBC, page 3
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dent of Student Affairs, arrived to 
announce who would make up next 
year’s UP student government, 
the crowd of students screamed 
in excitement, making it almost 
impossible to hear the names of 
those elected. When it came time 
to announce the new president and 
vice president, the crowd went 
silent.

“I want to thank you for your 
participation and commitment,” 

Jones said.
According to Carlos Ordoqui, 

SGC-UP elections commissioner, 
voter turnout nearly tripled last 
year’s. Ordoqui attributes the rise 
in to several key factors including 
the fact that this year, more than 
one ticket ran for president and 
vice president. The availability 
of online voting for the fi rst time 
also helped.

“In our fi rst day of voting, we 
out did last year,” Ordoqui said. “I 
defi nitely believe the online voting 

played a huge part in it. The fact 
that we have so many more can-
didates helped. I saw a lot more 
campaigning this year than last. 
People were trying a lot harder to 
get those extra votes.”

Following tradition, Meyer 
was taken to the fountain in front 
of Primera Casa and thrown 
in, as is the tradition for newly 
elected SGC-UP presidents. Later 
LaPointe and some of her cam-
paign members also took a dive in 
the fountain.

In addition to the elections, 
an initiative to change the cur-
rent SGC-UP constitution passed 
with 2015 votes in favor and 315 
against. The new constitution cre-
ates new representative seats in the 
SGC-UP, among other changes.

Voting began April 1 and started 
with a glitch that made it impos-
sible for students to cast their votes 
from roughly 9 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Jose Toscano, SGC-UP advisor, 
commented that a missing “s” from 
an Internet link was to blame.

Online voting was a joint ven-
ture of University Technology Ser-
vices and Acceleration – a software 
company located in Gainesville. 
The link the company provided 
with the missing “s” made voting 
hardly possible. However, students 
who could not vote in the half hour 
time frame were able to vote once
the error was corrected by UTS.

According to Toscano, no votes 
were lost as a result of the glitch, as 
the glitch stopped votes from being
cast in the fi rst place.

Supposed medical school 
delay cleared up on NPR 

CHRIS TOWERS
Asst. News Director

With the looming budget 
crisis and the upcoming 
opening of the medical school, 
FIU President Dr. Modesto A. 
Maidique took to the airwaves 
on April 2 to answer questions 
on South Florida NPR affi liate 
WRLN’s Topical Currents 
show.

Along with Dr. John Rock, 
the dean of the Medical School, 
Maidique fielded questions 
from Topical Currents host 
Joseph Cooper and callers 
from all over South Florida on 
topics ranging from his past in 
Cuba to the statewide budget 
cuts. 

“The total cuts for the 
state budget are 13%,” said 
Maidique. “Education may 
be cut 10%, which would 
represent $40 million for 
FIU.”

The promotional materials 
for the Maidique’s appearance 
incorrectly stated that the 
medical school’s opening 
would be delayed, but both 
public relations and Maidique 
made sure to correct the 
mistake. 

“ I  h a v e  c o m p l e t e 
confi dence that our friends in 
Tallahassee will make sure our 
college of Medicine will open 
on time,” said Maidique.

In a newsletter sent out on 
March 27, Maidique said that 
the state legislature hasn’t 
yet approved the school’s 
funding, but he expressed 
confi dence they would. 

Rock talked about the 
Medical school’s community 
outreach programs such as 
the Neighborhood Health 
Education Learning Program, 
which will integrate health 
students into community 
based teams to help lower 

income families with health
care and expose students to 
the “complexities of health 
care delivery to underserved 
populations”, according to
FIU’s Legislative priorities.

“We have a community
focus,” said Rock. “How can 
we be a part of the solution 
and help neighborhoods?”

Maidique concluded 
with a metaphor for FIU’s 
current status, saying that 
the medical school and 
athletics were on target due 
to their independence from the 
general operating funds, but 
that the rest of the school will 
be dependent on the funding 
the state allows. 

“Students, of their own 
will, have increased the 
Athletics fee,” said Maidique. 
“My wish is to have FIU 
funded competitively with 
major universities around the 
country.”

Online voting glitch does not aff ect record turnout 
SGC-UP, page 1

 

CHARLIE GRAU
CHRISTOPHER NECUZE

CHRISTINA VEIGA
EDDITH SEVILLA

GEOFFREY ANDERSON JR.
SERGIO BONILLA

FERNANDO J. GARCIA 
LEONCIO ALVAREZ

EDITORIAL BOARD

EDITOR IN CHIEF
PRODUCTION MANAGER

NEWS DIRECTOR
BBC MANAGING EDITOR
LIFE! EDITOR
SPORTS EDITOR
PHOTO EDITOR
COPY CHIEF

The Beacon offi ce is located in the Graham Center, room 210, 
at the University Park campus. Questions regarding display 
advertising and billing should be directed to the Advertising 
Manager at 305-348-6994. Mailing address: Graham Center, 
room 210, Miami, FL 33199. Fax number is 305-348-2712. 
Biscayne Bay Campus is 305-919-4722. Offi ce hours are 9 
a.m. –  4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. E-mail: Beacon@
fi u.edu. Visit us online at www.fi usm.com

INFORMATION

 GO ONLINE TO SEE 
MORE CONCERT 

PHOTOS

Visit FIUSM.com

ANTICIPATION

FERNANDO GARCIA/THE BEACON

AND THE WINNER IS: Arthur “AJ” Meyer and Paige LaPointe, then SGC-UP Presi-
dential and Vice-Presidential candidates, anxiously await the announcement of the 
winners Thursday.

STATISTICS

3 positions / 4426 Votes Total

University Park Upper Division Rep

Jennifer “Jenni” 
Fuentes

1426 votes

Christopher Ponce

1178 votes

Adrian Molina

1085 votes

Chinua Alleyne

737 votes

Andrew Sanchez

597 votes

4 positions / 3451 Votes Total

Desiree Hernandez

564 votes

Helena Ramirez

556 votes

University Park Lower Division Rep

Vanessa Castro

546 votes

Sean McCall

429 votes

Christina Lorento

415 votes

Lauren Perez

230 votes

Edward Proenza

114 votes
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Cruise raises funds for 
cleft palate operations

Silva ready to serve her campus

Grammar pageant benefi ts Youth AIDS program

THE RESULTS ARE IN

POST CAMPAIGN:  SGC-BBC presidential candidate Shane Gray reacts to the 
election results on April 3. Gray lost to Ana Maria Silva. 

CORPORATE TALK: “Who prevails? They do,” said U.S. Presidential Candidate 
Ralph Nader during his two hour lecture on corporate negligence at BBC’s Mary 
Ann Wolfe Theater, April 1. VISIT WWW.FIUSM.COM FOR THE COMPLETE STORY.

ANA PEREZ
BBC Life Editor

Imagine a beauty pageant fi lled with long 
legs in bikinis and smiles wishing for world 
peace.  Now, erase that image and instead 
picture 10 FIU students competing in an 
educational yet entertaining pageant while 
supporting a cause - fi ghting AIDS.  

 On April 4, the School of Journalism 
and Mass Communication will present the 
“Where Brains Meet Beauty” grammar 

pageant in the Wolfe University Center 
ballroom at 7 p.m.  All proceeds will ben-
efi t Youth AIDS, an AIDS education and 
prevention program of Population Services 
International, an international nonprofit 
organization that provides health care ser-
vices, support and education. The group uses 
media, pop culture, music, theater and sports 
to fi ght the spread of HIV/AIDS and reaches 
600 million young people worldwide.  

Youth AIDS is sending a video to show 
what the organization aims to achieve so 

people can understand why SJMC chose that 
organization specifi cally. 

David Berry, marketing coordinator for 
SJMC, created the event to help show the 
school’s dedication to the cause.  

“We’ve dedicated our senior journalism 
classes to AIDS reporting and we’re sending 
two of our students to South Africa to do 
AIDS reporting there as well, so the school’s 
shown a commitment to raising awareness 
about AIDS locally and abroad,” Berry said. 
“I know we had really committed ourselves 

to trying to make grammar less of a taboo 
subject and realize that it’s important, and 
then with the AIDS thing; its two issues that 
the school believes are really important and 
I fi gured if we put them together it’s bring-
ing awareness to both of these issues in a
lighthearted, fun way.” 

In addition to SJMC, AdScene, Media on 
Demand and PRSSA have helped promote 
the grammar pageant. 

Visit www.FIUSM.com for the complete 
story.

NADER VS. BIG BUSINESS 

“If you were on campus at 
all during the campaign period 
you would defi nitely see that 
Ana was out there and she was 
pushing. Her family was out 
here, her friends and her sup-
porters were out here and they 
were really pushing,” Saint-
able said. “So students who 
don’t know neither Kanasha, 
nor Ana, nor Shane, if they see 
them and speak to them the 
fi rst day of elections or the day 
before elections and tells them 
where the free pizza is, that’s 
who they vote for. Visibility 
and marketing is important 
and she definitely had that 
on lock.”

Along with promotional 
fl yers, Silva’s strategy included 
referring to her brother, 2006-
2007 SGC-BBC President 
Camilo Silva, for advice.

“I had a campaign team 
and basically, fi rst and fore-
most, it was my family - my 
parents and my brother,” 
Silva said. “My brother was 

my campaign manager so he 
helped me with a lot of ideas, 
a lot of strategies for talking 
to students.”

Silva appreciated the stu-
dent body’s support in elect-
ing her and looks forward to 
the 2008-2009 school year.

“I feel the 2008-2009 year 
is going to be a good year for 
campus involvement because 
now that the campus knows 
who I am it’s going to be 
easier to reach out to the 
students and invite them to 
events, invite them to be 
involved,” Silva said. “I’m 
very happy to be elected as 
SGC-BBC and Pines Center 
president.”

Saintable hopes the new 

council will continue to main-
tain BBC’s standard of excel-
lence. 

“With each time the torch 

is passed on to the next person. 
I sincerely believe it’s an 
injustice to the outgoing if 
the incoming does not out do 
the previous. If my successor 
doesn’t go further than I did, 
that’s failure on my part. ‘

My hope is to see that they 
go above and beyond and 
really make BBC a student 
dynamic,” Saintable said. 
“Not just keep our head above 
water but keep doing really 
good things to continue to 
be a really great campus; to 
have students feel that this is 
a community.”

SANDRA MATEU
Staff Writer

The  Biscayne Bay Stu-
dent Government Coun-
cil, with the help of  Pines 
Center Associate Director 
Isabel Morales and coor-
dinators Leslie Nisbet and 
Marisa Salazar, is hosting 
its   Spring Cruise event on 
April 5.

“Students at  Pines Center 
have different and unique 
needs because they are non-
traditional students,” said 
Summia Chaundry, Pines 
Center student government 
representative. “We try to 
organize at least one big 
social event per semester to 
get students to interact.”

The Spring Cruise will 
take place on the Musette 
Luxury Yacht that departs at 
5:30 p.m. from New River, 
Fort Lauderdale. 

The cruise will tour the 
intercoastal for three hours 
and will include appetizers, 
a buffet dinner, entertain-
ment and prizes.

A raffl e will take place  
to raise funds for the Smile 
Train, an organization that 
provides cleft palate opera-
tions to children.

“It costs $250 to conduct 
one surgery, and our goal is 
to raise enough money for 
three surgeries,” Chaundry 
said.

The Spring Cruise is 
being funded by BBC and 
the Pines Center Student 
Government Council. 

Tickets for the cruise 
have been sold out since 
March 29, according to 
Leslie Nisbet, student life 
coordinator at the Pines 
Center, 

“The cruise has been 
done before and it has been a 

successs in the past,” Nisbet 
said. “When we were trying 
to decide what to do for the 
Spring event it hadn’t been 
done in three years and we 
got a good response. We 
even have a waiting list 
because our spots are full.”

Only Pines Center stu-
dents who are currently 
taking at least one class at 
the Center are eligible to 
participate.

“We want to provide an 
opportunity for networking 
that students normally do 
not have because of their 
busy schedules,” Chaundry 
said.

Free parking will be pro-
vided and there is no dress 
code for the event.

“We want to get the stu-
dents involved with their 
community and also to have 
a great time,” Chaundry 
said.

NATHAN VALNETINE/THE BEACON

NATHAN VALENTINE/THE BEACON

SGC-BBC, page 1

... Her family, friends and supporters 
were out here and they were really 
pushing ... visibility and marketing is 
important and she had that on lock. 

            ““ Katiana Saintable , current SGC-BBC president



ERIC M. FELDMAN
Asst. Opinion Editor

Editor’s Note: On March 31, The Bea-
con’s Editorial Board endorsed Jen Ruiz 
and Maria C. Cedeño for president and vice 
president of SGC-UP.  

This was an accurate representation 
of the majority of The Beacon’s Editorial 
Board. However, missing from the editorial 
were some positive aspects of Arthur “AJ” 
Meyer and Paige LaPointe’s campaign, 
as well as commentary on what should be 
SGA’s main focuses. .

Much like the upcoming presidential 
election, the 2008 SGC-UP elections boiled 
down to a debate of experience versus 
change, though both sets of candidates have 
ample experience in SGA. 

While Jen Ruiz  has been both Speaker 
of the House for SGA and representative-
at-large, AJ Meyer has had a greater hand 
over the events of the past school year as 
vice president during Marbely Hernandez’s 
administration.  

FEES 

The defi ning difference of these candi-
dates is how they would handle a proposed 
increase of Activities and Services fees, the 
per-credit-hour fees that makes up SGA’s 
budget.

“When this issue does come up to vote, 
Paige and I will defi nitely hold forums, 
and surveys,” Meyer told The Beacon in 
an interview. 

Ruiz took a less democratic approach to 
speaking to a potential fee increase. 

“An A&S fee increase would be the most 
amazing thing ever.” Ruiz told The Beacon.  
“As  you know those are the funds that [Stu-
dent Government] gets to appropriate.”

Governments, even at the student level, 
it seems, are all to quick to spend other 
peoples’ money.  

While an increase in fees would provide 
more funding to on-campus services, it 
should be up to the students, based on their 
own fi nancial situations, campus experi-
ences and research on the current effi ciency 
of SGA, whether or not more money should 
be poured into SGA’s budget.  

Our elected representatives should not 
be so quick to insist that higher fees will be 
better for us.

PRIORITIES 

Both sets of candidates had a list of goals 

to accomplish if elected. 
These goals were made well known 

during the campaign process and now that 
the ballots have been cast, it is time to fi nal-
ize what the most important missions of 
the new SGA are for the upcoming school 
year.

Both camps listed increasing safety 
as a top concern. This should be priority 
number one. 

This semester, The Beacon has reported 
on faulty police radios, a high number of 
car thefts on campus, trespassers loitering 
in campus restrooms, mysterious persons 
tapping on the windows of female housing 
students and exposed that during at least one 
shift, as little as two public safety offi cers 
were on duty to protect the entire University 
Park campus.  

It’s not that offi cers aren’t doing their job, 
but in an urban university with as many stu-
dents as us and so many entrances, resources 
for safety are simply not there.

The beginning phases of a program to 
install emergency telephones in every class-
room may help in responding to incidents 
(if there are enough offi cers on duty during 
that shift, with working radios), but only 
increased visibility, with more vehicle and 
foot patrols can prevent crime.

SGA should continue to start and fund 

its own initiatives related to safety, such as 
the Panther Safety Tram, and do whatever 
it takes to let the powers-at-be know that 
FIU is behind our police, but demand more 
resources.

Other initiatives include positive envi-
ronmental action and student involvement.  
SGC-UP’s foray into “going green” is 
somewhat of a shift from this past year, in 
which SGC-BBC led the charge.  

In the Nov. 27, 2007 issue of The Beacon, 
Meyer said that SGC-UP prefers not to start 
environmental initiatives of their own, while 
Cassandra Andrade, SGC-BBC’s vice presi-
dent said that her campus has been dedicated 
to achieving their goal of having a more 
environmentally friendly campus.

Both goals of environmental action and 
student involvement are noble, but SGA 
must realize that many companies are taking 
advantage of the “green” craze and not get 
caught up in any expensive endeavors which 
it may not be able to afford at the moment 
in order to achieve its environmental initia-
tive. 

On the token of student involvement, 
Greeks and non-Greeks, housing students 
and commuters, undergraduates and mas-
ters and doctoral students should all be 
considered when programming student 
involvement.  

OPINION
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 Why would anyone pay 
for something that they would 
not use? Should one disburse 
funds from their wallet for 
something they really aren’t 
interested in?

The answers to both of 
these questions are obvious, 
yet thousands of students at 
FIU waste hundreds of dol-
lars on student Activity and 
Service fees each year.

Sure, the money is rein-
vested in students so that they 
will “develop a better sense of 
community and develop into 
exceptional student leaders,” 

but is this actually the case? 
The funds collected are not 
allocated equally to student 
organizations. 

Sometimes, this is merely 
because student govern-
ment leaders are afraid to 
hurt the feelings of organiza-
tions that have been given 
special treatment for a long 
time (by not treating them
special anymore).

The entire system for allo-
cating A&S funds to organi-
zations is being suffocated 
with fl aws. Funds should be 
distributed based on who 

generated them. 
Instead, hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars are distributed 
and ambitious student leaders 
plan and coordinate events to 
which a mere one or two per-
cent of the entire FIU student 
population will attend.

Reasons for not attend-
ing range from, “I wasn’t 
in te res ted ,”  “ I  had  no 
idea such an event was
taking place,” or “I had to 
study,” to “I didn’t have trans-
portation.”

Meanwhile, organizations 
with insuffi cient funds and a 

growing student population are 
scrutinizing every dollar spent 
and reconsidering event ideas 
ever so carefully because they 
were not given the funds they
requested for the events they 
planned. 

So is it really worth it for 
students to pay hundreds of 
dollars in A&S fees each year 
when all it does is put another 
fi nancial burden on them?

Summia Chaudhry
Finance

Junior

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Structure of allocating student fees has some fl aws that should be questioned 

Mary Knowles
Junior

What should be 
SGA’s top priority 

next year? 

“Lowering A&S 
Fees because a lot 
of money is going 
to places we don’t 
know.”

Alex Ortiz
Sophomore

Abhishek Sinha
Junior

“The Panther Safety 
Tram and non-
Greek represneta-
tion.”

“Parking, espe-
cially during 
special events such 
as the Fair.”

CAMPUS TALK

Tania Lopez
Sophomore

“A cleaner environ-
ment, activities for 
students, and good 
grades.”

Andre Parcells
Junior

Kaydianne Fletcher
Senior

“Work on getting 
more programs and 
services [at BBC], 
so we don’t have to 
commute [to UP].”

“Focus on stopping 
tuition from rising 
with the [recession] 
coming.”

Fees, safety need to be SGA’s priorities

GIO GUADARRAMA/ THE BEACON

TO THE VICTORS: SGC-UP vice president elect Paige LaPointe celebrates after SGA 
election results were announced at noon in the Graham Center Pit. 

University Park

Biscayne Bay
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Just bring your empty cartridge to the CVS/pharmacy
campus store, 1549 SW 107th Avenue.
We refill all major inkjet cartridge brands.

black ink

$10
color ink

$15

High-quality ink
Up to 50% cost savings
Ready in minutes

CVS/pharmacy now offers
Inkjet Cartridge Refills.

05370PHR08

The Beacon – 

Just the Funny is all the funny you need

$10 - 9 p.m. shows

$5 - 11 p.m. shows

$12 - both 9 p.m. and 11 p.m. 
shows (or $6 per show)

$100 - Annual Pass
(good for 12 months, 
and over 70 shows)

www.justthefunny.com

Tickets to Just The Funny shows are:

COURTESY PHOTO
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KASSANDRA POOL 
 Staff Writer

In the spirit of April Fools 
Day, comedy troupe Just 
the Funny took audience 
involvement to the next 
level. 

A cellphone erupted a 
brawl between two audience 
members, who were actors, 
and ended up just being part 
of the laughs; a staged joke 
from the troupe.

Audience involvement 
seems to be a focus of the 
troupe, as JTF regularly pres-
ents a Chicago-style improv 
show based on suggestions 
from the audience. 

It’s “Saturday Night 
Live” meets “Whose Lines 

is it Anyway?” This week-
end, audience members can 
expect a special April Fools 
edition of JTF’s monthly 
performances.

Each month, members 
of the board of directors for 
JTF take turns programming 
different comedy shows. For 
April, Jennifer Buddin is in 
charge of the April Fools 
theme.

“This is the perfect holi-
day for us to exploit,” Buddin 
said. “All of us have a little 
prankster in us.”

The two night event kicks 
off on Friday, April 4 at 9 
p.m. This show is typically 
more family-oriented and 
open to all ages. The second 
showing starts at 11 p.m. and 

is meant for mature adults.
On both nights, the 9 p.m. 

event will feature a prank 
created by JTF. Each night, 
pranks will be different – 
whether it be a mock fi ght 
or the use of some strange 
object kept under wraps.

When it comes to improv 
comedy, every JTF show is 
always fresh and new.

“If I did a play for 13 
years I would be bored by 
now because it’s always 
the same thing. Unlike 
with improv where you can 
always try something new,” 
said David Christopher, a 
founding JTF member.

JTF was started by a 
group of friends who are UM 
and FIU alumni. Christopher 

is currently part of the FIU 
Alumni Circle for the School 
of Business. Although his 
comedy was not inspired 
by FIU, it has helped him in 
the business aspect of JTF.  
Before getting their own 
theater, JTF rehearsals were 
held at FIU’s Deuxieme 
Maison in any empty room.

Today, the troupe per-
forms at their own theater at 
3119 Coral Way. 

Tickets for the 9 p.m. 
performances are $10 and 
the 11 p.m. performances 
cost $5.

“It’s a cheap date if you 
don’t want to go to the 
movies and a good way 
to get into the pranking 
season,” Buddin said.



WEEKEND RUNDOWN

- Compiled by Kassandra Pool

• FRIDAY • 
APRIL 4

What: Miami 
Billfi sh Tournament
Where: Miami 
Beach Marina
300 Alton Rd.
Miami Beach, FL 
33139
When: 3 p.m. - 7 
p.m.
How Much: Varies

What: Compagnie 
Thor: D’Orient
Where: Colony 
Theater
1040 Lincoln Rd.
Miami Beach, FL 
33139
When: 8 p.m.
How Much: $18 
- $26

What: South Beach 
International 
Animation Festival
Where: Miami 
Beach Cinematheque
512 Española Way
Miami Beach, FL 
33139
When: Daily
How Much: $10

• SATURDAY • 
APRIL 5

What: Japanese Masters Film Festival
Where: Cosford Cinema
off Campo Sano Ave.
(University of Miami)
Coral Gables, FL 33146
When: 11 p.m.
How Much: Free

What: Miami Dolphins cheer squad 
tryouts
Where: Miami Dolphins Stadium
2269 N.W. Dan Marino Blvd.
Opa-Locka, FL 33056
When: 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
How Much: Free

What: Big Drink Island
Where: The Clevelander
1020 Ocean Dr.
Miami Beach, FL 33139
When: 9 a.m.
How Much: Varies

What: Chris MacDonald’s Memories 
of Elvis
Where: Gusman Center for the 
Performing Arts
174 East Flagler St.
Miami, FL  33131 
When: 8 p.m.
How Much: $33 - $55

 • SUNDAY • 
APRIL 6

What: Bay Jam
Where: Keys Amphitheater
Mile Marker 87
Summerland Key, FL 33042
When: 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
How Much: $5

What: Lauren Weedman
Where: Abdo New River Room
201 SW 5th Ave.
Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33312 
When: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
How Much: $32.50

What: Amazing Sundays
Where: Nikki Beach
1 Ocean Dr.
Miami Beach, FL 33139
When: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
How Much: Varies

What: Happy Hour at Ivy
Where: Ivy Aventura Restaurant and 
Lounge
19004 NE 29th Ave.
Aventura, FL 33180
When: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
How Much: Varies
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EDUARDO MORALES 
Contributing Writer

For the past two weeks, the 
second fl oor of the Green Library 
has been home to a mysterious 
maze, a chaotic piece of art and 
a fallen soldier with something 
to say.

The Aesthetics and Values 
Exhibition, now open for viewing, 
is entirely organized by Honors 
College students currently in their 
third year. The exhibition serves 
as a project in the art as a social 
language class, taught by Professor 
John Bailly.

"We learn about art through 
history and how it refl ects the time 
it is from," said junior Gabriela 
Perez, who is involved in the 
project.

 W h i l e  a 
large percent-
age  of  t ime 
during the class 
is spent orga-
nizing the exhi-
bition, students 
are responsible 
f o r  s e v e r a l 
other things as 
well.

"They also 
write research 
papers about 
different artists, 
r ead  books , 
c o m p l e t e 
visual thinking 
projects and do 
exhibitions for those projects," 
Bailly said. The class was also 

FERNANDO GARCIA /THE BEACON

ART LINGO: Juniors Rachelle Galindo (left) and Monica Rodriguez (right) explain the new art exhibit in the 
Green Library.

responsible for a fi lm festival ear-
lier this semester.

Besides turning in research 
papers, attending fi eld trips and 
reading several books, the class 
was hard at work on every aspect 
of the display, from fi lling the fl oor 
with art to creating the Web site 
advertising the event, http://hon.
fi u.edu/%7Eav/.

Getting the art pieces on display 
was a hard and daunting task for 
the students. 

Bailly put out a list of local art-
ists that the students could choose 
from and represent, but students 
also had the option of selecting 
artists outside the list. 

"If we found an artist that 
wasn't on that list, we approached 
John to see if he'd allow them," 
said junior Sarena Bahad. 

" We  h a d 
the power to 
choose an artist 
that intrigued 
us and go about 
it in our own 
way, which is 
excellent for 
this project."

The exhi-
bition’s main 
piece is “Man 
Down,” which 
w a s  p i c k e d 
by students to 
stand promi-
nently in the 
center of GL’s 
second fl oor. 

The artwork, created by Guerra 
De La Paz and valued at $25,000, 

Library’s art exhibition enhances student learning

shows a fallen soldier with his 
arm in the air, middle fi nger on 
display.

The piece has received quite a 
response from the University.

On one occasion, someone 
left toy soldiers scattered around 
the display.  An unknown viewer 
made physical contact with the 
piece and placed the fi nger down, 
only to have it back up again soon 
after.

While the artists are thrilled at 
the responses, Bailly is curious as 

to how one can interfere with art.
"How can you compromise the 

integrity of this powerful state-
ment?" Bailly said.

Juniors Andrew Scharhag and 
Andrea Lahoz are the two students 
who worked together with De La 
Paz to put the work on display.

Other pieces such as “The 
Maze” required juniors Cindy 
Kohn-Cybulkiewicz and Christian 
Villaseca to put it together.

“Please Don't Stop the Music,” 
a work that symbolizes the chaos 

and disconnection in our lives, 
required assembly as well. 

It's shaped differently every-
where it goes.

The Aesthetics and Values
Exhibition organized by the 
Honors College will be open until
April 11 at the Green Library; 
the exhibition is sponsored by 
Burger King,Carnival  the Student 
Government Association and the
Resident Housing Association. 
For more info, visit http://hon.fi u.
edu/%7Eav/
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Aesthetics and Val-
ues Exhibition 2008 

Artists:

Carol K. Brown
Elisabeth Condon
Priscilla Ferguson

      Guerra de la Paz 
 Pepe Mar 

 Maritza Molina
Carol Prusa

Alette Simmons-
Kristen Thiele

Michelle Weinberg
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CLASSIFIEDS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

EGG DONOR NEEDED
Looking for an intelligent, healthy, Egg Donor of Czechoslovakian or Eastern 
European heritage to help a loving Florida couple have a child. Ages 20-32. Com-
pensation starting at $5000. Information is confi dential. 1-800-395-5449, www.
adption-surrogacy.com

Now three times a week!

Monday, Wednesday, Friday!

A Forum for Free Student Expression at Florida International University

Bullpen play sets up extra inning win

Eagles to roll over after 
losing the fi rst game was 
sorely mistaken as they 
challenged FIU to an all-
out hitters duel. 

Samantha  Waldron 
started the action in the top 
of the fi rst with a two-run 
double for the Eagles. Not 
to be outdone the Golden 
Panthers responded with a 
monster bottom half of the 
inning scoring fi ve runs. 
Kim Rodriguez’s high-
arcing home run to left 
fi eld drove in three runs, 
her 14th of the season. 

The top of second was 
a four-run affair for the 

Eagles fol lowed by a 
three-run response from 
the  Golden Panthers . 
Entering the third inning 
the score was 8-6 in favor 
of FIU. 

Their productive hit-
ting continued as they 
scored three more runs 
and created more distance 
between the two teams. 

Despite the deficit , 
Florida Gulf Coast did 
what winning teams do, 
they fought back. 

They  were  ab le  to 
score five runs for the 
next two innings and hold 
FIU scoreless at the same 
time. At that point in the 
game, some stability was 

necessary for FIU and 
they found it in the form 
of relief pitcher Holly Sat-
terfi eld. 

In her seven innings of 
relief, she allowed four 
hits and one run, frus-
trating the FGCU hitters 
with her variety of pitch-
ers. This was easily her 
best showing as a Golden 
Panther. 

She held FGCU score-
less for six consecutive 
innings ,  then  Jess ica 
Landau was able to end 
the eleven-inning mara-
thon match with a three-
run walk-off homer. 

She ended her day tying 
a program record with six 

RBI in a game, and nine 
for the doubleheader. 

After the game, head 
coach  Be th  McClen-
don said, “Overall, you 
couldn’t ask for more 
from these girls.” 

This upcoming confer-
ence series against Louisi-
ana-Lafayette was already 
slated to be a challenge, 
but the added fatigue of 
a mid-week series will 
further test the softball 
team. 

 “We would like to 
take a day off, but we just 
can’t. This is the series 
we’ve been waiting for 
all season,” McClendon 
said.

slavich in the 4th inning. 
Offensively, the Golden Panthers 

produced six hits with two runs to 
show for it. Tyler Townsend had an RBI 
groundout in the fourth inning, and Ryan 
Mollica singled home Steven Stropp in 
the seventh inning for the second run. 

Junior Arrojo was thrown out at the 
plate by Hurricane  right fi elder Dennis 
Raben on the same play. 

UM pitcher David Gutierrez (1-0) 

pitched 6 innings and allowed only one 
run off of three hits. 

He walked three and struck out only 
one.  

Jorge Castillo singled in the fourth 
inning to extend his hitting streak to 
26 games. He fi nished 1-for-4 on the 
night.

The two losses this week dropped the 
Golden Panthers to 11-19. 

When asked about facing his former 
coaching partner in UM Coach Jim 
Morris, Thomas responded, “It’s not 

coach vs. coach it’s the players vs. 
the players. We got behind big early 
and their starting pitcher pitched very 
well.” 

The teams will play the second game 
of the two-game set on April 23 at 6 p.m. 
in Coral Gables. 

The attendance for the game was 
the highest at University Park so far 
this season as there were 1,786 fans in 
attendance. The crowd consisted of a 
mix between both Golden Panther and 
Hurricanes fans as expected. 

Second inning rally sparks UM 
off ense, Golden Panthers lose
BASEBALL, page 8

VICTORIA LYNCH/THE BEACON

SENIOR SENSATION: Outfi elder Raimy Fuentes looks to get a 
hit against Miami. The senior fi nished 1-for-2 for the game. 

Cross-town rivalry ending; team’s pitching falters again 
team took very little time to establish their 
dominance over their cross-town rivals, 
tagging the Golden Panthers pitching staff 
for 12 runs during the fi rst four innings.

The worst part of this scoring glut for 
the Hurricanes was starter Corey Polizzano 
and reliever Daniel DeSimone retiring 
the fi rst two batters of the 2nd and 3rd  
inning,  before being hit for six and fi ve 
runs respectively. 

Polizzano even struck out the fi rst two 
batters he faced in the 2nd inning; making 
third baseman Mark Sobolewski and short-
stop Ryan Jackson look foolish by chang-
ing speeds and mixing up his pitches. 

Then everything came unraveled for 

him, as his pitches fl attened out and found 
the fat part of the strike zone. 

Hurricanes hitters pounded him to the 
tune of six runs on seven hits, including a 
mammoth home run from left fi elder Dave 
DiNatale, whose shot landed well beyond 
the stadium and onto the soccer fi eld.

If the coverage of the baseball team 
in this paper is starting to sound like a 
broken record, it is only because former 
head coach Danny Price left the team with 
absolutely no pitching staff. 

Unfortunately, to compound the pitch-
ing staffs woes, the guys with the gloves 
behind them were almost no help, effec-
tively killing any chance the team might 
have had to come back by allowing two 
errors and fi ve unearned runs in the 3rd 

inning. 
DeSimone didn’t help by allowing 

rocket shots off the bats of Hurricanes, but 
there were a few instances where guys had 
their gloves on the ball and didn’t make 
the play. 

That is simply unacceptable.
At least there is some good news for 

FIU. They’ve just fi nished a 10-game run 
where they have played against three of 
the top fi ve teams in the nation against 
No.1 Arizona State, No. 2 UM and No. 5 
UC-Irvine. 

It should be much smoother sailing 
from here on out, as they go further into 
their Sun Belt schedule, where they are 
5-4 this season, but are a few bad breaks 
from a 7-2 mark.

The sad part about this game is that this 
healthy rivalry, which has seen the teams 
play each other at least twice in every 
season since 1973, appears to be ending 
following this season, as UM looks to be 
trying to distance themselves from their 
natural rival across town. 

Whether it is because of the football 
fight in 2006 or UM head Coach Jim 
Morris’ dislike of new FIU head Coach 
Turtle Thomas, the fact remains that for 
both teams, this series has always brought 
in bigger crowds and better atmospheres. 

If this is indeed the fi nal time the two 
teams continue their rivalry, then I cer-
tainly hope FIU is able to make more of a 
game out of it when the two meet up again 
in Mark Light Stadium on April 23.

SOFTBALL, page 8

TOWERS, page 8

TEAM OVERALLCONF PCT 

North Texas

FIU

South Alabama

ULL 

Middle Tenesee

Troy

Florida Atlantic 7-2

*All records up to date as of April 3

25-18 .581

6-2 22-23 .488

8-4  23-15 .605

3-2 23-10 .697
7-5 17-21 .447

5-6 12-17 .414

3-6 17-17 .500

Western Kentucky

ULM 2-7  10-22 .312

2-9  14-20 .412

SUN BELT SOFTBALL STANDING

INDIVIDUAL BATTING

Min 2.0  AB      G  Avg  AB  R  H  RBI  2B  3B  HR  BB

Tankersley ULL          31    .434      99     28    43      36        5        2       11        16      
Smith ULL                  29   .420       69     22    29       3         1        0        0        10
White FIU                   43   .409       132   35     54     32        12      0        10      18
Cantler NT                   37  .387       119   15     46    30         12      1        3        12          

SUN BELT LEADERS
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LUCKY THIRTEEN

Two walk-off  wins cap off  
slugfest, home doubleheader

Contact Us
Sergio Bonilla
Sports Editor
Sergio.bonilla@fi usm.com

Golden Panthers 
not in the same 
league as ‘Canes

RYAN ABBEY
Staff Writer

The Golden Panthers 
welcomed the Eagles of 
Florida Gulf Coast Uni-
versity knowing they were 
facing one of the most 
prolifi c offenses to come to 
the FIU softball stadium in 
some time. 

The Eagles (8-0, 40-
10) came in boasting the 
best record in the Atlantic 
Sun Conference and were 
riding a seven-game win-
ning streak. 

Because FIU was in 
for a fi ght, they came out 
swinging-the bats, that is. 

The first game of the 
doubleheader was high-
lighted by FIU pitcher 
Kasey Barret t  (16-12) 
going the distance yet again 

for the Golden Panthers. 
She allowed fi ve runs, 

the second-lowest run pro-
duction for the Eagles in 
their last ten games.  En-
tering the bottom of the 
seventh inning with FIU 
down 5-4, it was the per-
fect scenario for a hero 
step up and put the game 
to bed. 

S e n i o r  s h o r t s t o p 
Monique White and junior 
outfi elder Kim Rodriguez 
both reached scoring posi-
tion after a sacrifi ce bunt 
from Ashley Falk. 

Then, catcher Jessica 
Landau sent a double to 
deep left fi eld, ending the 
fi rst game on the highest of 
highs for the team. 

Anyone expecting the 

Sometimes you just 
lose a baseball game, and 
you walk away from it.

Hey, there’s another 

one tomorrow, right? 
That’s the beauty of the 
game.

And then sometimes, 
you lose in a way that 

makes you not want to
get up the next morn-
ing. You have to endure
a game where the other
team obviously outclasses
you, and they do every-
thing they can to show
you that.

The FIU-UM baseball

game on April 2 was one
of the latter. 

A clearly more talented

  The sad part about this game is 
that this healthy rivalry, which has seen 
the teams play each other at least twice 
in every season since 1973, appears to 
be ending following this season.

LUCA MESSINA
Staff Writer

The first inning was  
shaky but no runs were 
scored off of FIU starter 
Corey Pollizano. 

He was poised to retire 
the UM hitters in order 
during the 2nd inning until 
Joey Terdoslavich’s single 
began a 2-out rally that ulti-
mately doomed the Golden 
Panthers.

The No. 2 ranked Uni-
versity of Miami Hurri-
canes (23-2) dominated the 
Golden Panthers 13-2 on 
April 2 at University Park 
Stadium in the fi rst of two 
meetings between the two 
rival schools this season.

 T h e  H u r r i c a n e s 
amassed 17 hits and were 
aided by four Golden Pan-
thers errors. 

“It was just a very poor 
effort,” head coach Turtle 
Thomas said. 

Coming off of a 13-6 
loss to Florida Gulf Coast 
University on April 1, a 
game that saw FIU produce 
five errors, the Golden 
Panther’s early defi cit was 
too much to overcome. 

By the bottom of the 
fourth inning, the Hurri-
canes led 12-0. 

Pollizano (3-4), usually 
a weekend starter, was on 
the mound for FIU and 
lasted only 1.2 innings 
before being yanked for 
freshman Daniel DeSim-
one. 

“I didn’t throw many 
good pitches tonight; I 
threw too many right down 
the middle,” Pollizano said. 
“I got behind the hitters too 
much and they were just 
too good.” His struggles 
were highlighted by a long 
two-run home run by UM 
left fi elder Dave DiNatale.

DeSimone entered the 
game in the second inning 

but could not stop the pow-
erful Hurricanes’ offense as 
he let up fi ve runs, none of 
which were earned. 

He ended up pitching 
one full inning and fin-
ished with two walks and 
a strikeout. He was also 
responsible for one of the 
four FIU errors when he 
threw an errant pickoff 
attempt. 

Senior James Lajiness 
relieved DeSimone in the 
third inning and carried the 
load for 4.1 innings. 

He finished with a 
career-high fi ve strikeouts 
and when he struck out the 
side in the seventh inning, 
he became the fi rst Golden 
Panther pitcher to do so this 
season. 

His  on ly  b lemish 
was when he gave up a 
solo home run to desig-
nated hitter Joey Terdo-
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CELEBRATION: Outfi elder Kim Rodriguez crosses home plate 
triumphantly after her 14th home run of the season. 

BASEBALL: UM 13, FIU 2

SOFTBALL: FIU 6, FGCU 5; FIU 14, FGCU 11

Pitching allows 13 runs 
against UM in blowout
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