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A Forum for Free Student Expression at Florida International University

Our View:
Administration needs to 
justify faculty eviction 
from research labs
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LAUREN AGOSTO
Staff Writer

Chosen from a group of 
about 60 applicants, FIU has 
named Laura Probst its new 
dean of University libraries. 

Probst, who will start 
working at FIU Oct. 1, comes 
from Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity, where she served as 
head of public services and 
associate librarian for the past 
seven years.

She said the faculty’s 
enthusiasm for the Univer-
sity and its future is what fi rst 
attracted her to FIU.

“The opportunities avail-
able here are exciting. I would 
like to be a part of that process 
and help shape FIU’s future,” 
Probst said. 

As Dean of University 
Libraries, Probst’s respon-
sibilities at FIU will include 
setting the strategic priorities 
for the library, overseeing its 
budget and staff, and working 

with fellow deans and admin-
istrators to ensure that the 
library is an effective partner 
in advancing the University’s 
strategic priorities.

The candidates were nar-
rowed down by a search and 
screen committee led by Mark 
D. Szuchman, dean of the col-
lege of arts and sciences, and 
which also included depart-
ment leaders from the libraries 
and faculty members. 

 “I believe Laura Probst 
will be an exceptional addi-
tion to our libraries and to 
the contributions they pro-
vide both to the learning and 
the research mission of our 
University,” Szuchman said. 
“She is experienced and very 
energetic, and I expect that 
she will bring those assets 
to reinvigorate the libraries, 
improve their services and 
strengthen the collections and 
their delivery.” 

After the committee nar-
rowed down the number of 

applicants, the fi nal decision 
was made by Vice President 
and Provost Ronald Berk-
man, who described Probst 
as “experienced, extremely 
bright, [with] very good inter-
personal skills, and [with] a 
great vision for what the Uni-
versity library should be.”

Some might have noticed 
that Probst’s dean of Univer-
sity libraries’ title is different 
from the former executive 
director of libraries. 

“This change on the one 
hand refl ects the current situ-
ation in which the executive 
director has been a member 
of the council of deans and 
functions in many ways as a 
dean, and on the other hand 
is indicative of the increasing 
importance of the University 
libraries in an age of informa-
tion,” Berkman said.

Probst received a master’s 
in library science from the 
University of Illinois. She also 
holds a master’s in musicol-

ogy from the University of 
Minnesota.  While at Penn-
sylvania State University, 
she led library efforts to build 
Web-based services, includ-
ing four components: chat 
software, e-mail/Web form 
functionality, a knowledge 
base, and a management infra-
structure. She managed 11 
subject libraries and oversaw 
reference and user services, 
among other functions. 

Antonie Downs, who 
served as interim director 
of libraries for two years, 
will return to the Biscayne 
Bay Campus and resume 
his permanent position there 
as executive associate direc-
tor and University libraries 
budget offi cer.

“[Probst’s] background 
in academic libraries, her 
experience in large public 
institutions and her enthusi-
asm make her exceptional 
among the other candidates,” 
Downs said.

FIU welcomes new librarian

Researchers 
face eviction

JENA 6

NICOLE ACOSTA
Asst. News Director

When Maureen A. Don-
nelly was told on Sept. 4 
that she was one of the 16 
professors named in a memo 
that explained the possibly 
of her research lab being 
reclaimed and reassigned, 
she felt her work as a biolog-
ical sciences professor and 
tropical herpetologist had 
been insulted, demeaned 
and devalued.

“When I came to FIU, 
I envisioned being a lifer. 
My research as a tropical 
biologist is in the Americas, 
and Miami is a perfect place 
to be. 

I believe and still believe 
my work here helps improve 
the quality of this institution 
and imagine an eviction 
notice comes. It was like 
a gut shot. At first I was 
hurt and then I was just 
mad,” said Donnelly, who 
has worked at FIU for 14 
years and had designed her 
own lab.

This memo was sent by 
Andres G. Gil and Jonathan 
G. Tubman, vice presidents 

for research, to Kenneth
Furton, associate dean for 
the College of Arts and 
Sciences. 

The Aug. 24 memo said 
a meeting had taken place 
that day in order to review 
research space assignments 
of professors and research-
ers within the College of 
Arts and Sciences in order to 
identify space assignments 
of unfunded researchers and 
to discuss when they could 
be vacated and reassigned, 
the memo said.

It also said that George
Walker, vice president of 
research, expected targeted 
professors to vacate their
research spaces for reassign-
ment by Oct. 1.

A second memo con-
tained an updated list of arts
and sciences labs targeted
for possible reassignment. 
Set to supersede the first
memo, it would focus on 
several criteria, including 
the amount of outside fund-
ing received and the number 
of graduate students work-
ing there. Several names 

RICK MCKAY/COX NEWS SERVICE

TATIANA CANTILLO/THE BEACON

LET OUR PEOPLE GO: A woman (TOP) 
shows her support for the “Jena 6,” 
six black teenagers initially charged 
with attempted murder in the beating 
of a white classmate in Jena. La., as 
hundreds protested at a rally near the 
US Capitol, in Washington, Thursday, 
Sept. 20, 2007. At the same time stu-
dents gathered around the Graham 
Center fountain (LEFT) to protest. Pro-
testors hoped to pressure the district 
attorney into dropping the charges. 

RESEARCH, page 2

Dean promotes 
Hispanic students

DAVID A. BARRIOS
Contributing Writer

Vishwanath Prasad, 
executive dean of the 
College of Engineering 
and Comput-
ing, will be rec-
ognized by the 
Hispanic Engi-
neer National 
Ach ievement 
Awards Confer-
ence Oct. 12 for 
his accomplish-
ments making 
his college one 
of the premier 
places for education in the 
fi eld among Hispanics.

CEC is the number one 
in graduating Hispanics 
with bachelors and master 
degrees in engineering in 
the country, winning the 
National Diversity Award 

in 2006, Prasad said. 
“So [CEC] is a melting 

pot for Latinos and His-
panic Americans to enrich 
their cultural intake. You 
give them a globalized

education at the 
bottom level, 
in the bache-
lors, at the best 
level possible,” 
Prasad said. 

The school 
h a s  g r a d u -
ally increased 
enrolment of 
students from 
Latin America, 

and 15 percent of the 
enrollment in the school 
of engineering consists 
of international students 
studying in the United
Sta tes  on  v i sas ,  no t 

ENGINEERING, page 3

PRASAD
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Sept.. 13, 2007- Two student athletes living at the University Park Towers resi-
dence hall reported that while they attended football practice, an unidentifi ed person 
removed several items from their rooms. 

One student, who left his door unlocked while he attended practice, had his laptop 
computer stolen. The other student, who locked his door before practice, also had 
his computer stolen. No forced entry was visible on the student’s door.

Sept. 16, 2007- A female student using the second-fl oor rest room in Academic 
One at BBC placed her purse on the ground while using the rest room. The student 
the returned to class and drove home before realizing she had left her belongings 
in the rest room. Later in the day she returned to the rest room and noticed that her 
purse was gone.

Sept. 18, 2007- A female student reported that her car, which was parked at BBC, 
had been scratched. She reported that earlier in the day,  she had been involved in 
a verbal argument with an unidentifi ed female about how she was driving and she 
suspected that the unidentifi ed female was responsible for the damage.

Sept. 19, 2007 Miami-Dade Fire Aerial #29 responded to an on-campus call 
regarding a female student who had reported breathing problems and chest pains. 
The fi re department advised that the student, a juvenile, would not be taken to the 
hospital.

~ Compiled by Jessica Solis , Beacon police reporter

Police Notes

 
CORRECTIONS  

NEWSFLASH

The story titled “BBC holds African Council” in 
the Sept. 17 issue erroneously reported the location of 
Ivory Coast, it is in western Africa, not South Africa.

The Beacon will gladly change any errors. Call our UP 
offi ce at 305-348-2709 or BBC at 305-919-4722.

FIU
FIU hosts hurricane preparedness fair

FIU Offi ce of Emergency Management, Miami 
Dade County Team Metro, and Power 96 will be 
hosting a “Breeze thru Hurricane Season 2007” this 
week. 

The event will take place on Wednesday, Sept.. 26 
in the Graham Center Forum from 12:00 pm to 4:00 
pm. Valuable information about hurricane season, and 
free items will be offered. 

For more information, call FIU Emergency Man-
agement at (305) 348-6975.

Green Library featured on MSNBC
The Green Library at University Park campus 

was recently showcased on MSNBC. FIU submit-
ted pictures of the library as part of an online “First 
Person” travel item on MSNBC.com asking viewers 
to submit pictures of the prettiest college campuses 
in the United States. 

The picture was accepted by editors at MSNBC.
com and can be viewed http://www.msnbc.msn.com/
id/20200955/.

                           -Compiled by Christina Veiga 
Biology faculty worry about 
losing labs, research space 

I AM ROARY!

RESEARCH, page 1

HOLD THAT POSE: Students posed for a picture with Roary Panther Sept. 21 for personalized keychaines. 
FERNANDO GARCIA/THE BEACON

and labs, such as Donnelly’s, 
did not appear in the second 
memo because the labs’ utili-
zation had been reconsidered, 
but Gil still requested con-
fi rmation of the labs’ space 
availability by Oct. 1.

Ronald Berkman, the 
University’s provost, said 
its imperative to evaluate the 
lab space.

“The University has a 
finite amount of research 
space. The expectation is for 
faculty to generate sponsored 
research grants,” he said.

Walker, who reports to 
Berkman, had been delegated 
to work with the Faculty 
Senate’s Ad Hoc Research 
Council on the policy. 

Berkman said it had been 
agreed to use Walker’s and 

the research committee’s 
proposed formula despite 
differences of opinion.

According to a Dec. 5, 
2006 Faculty Senate meet-
ing’s minutes, a report was 
given by Bernard Gerst-
man, chair of the Research 
Council, expressing concern 
about Walker’s space utiliza-
tion policy and the Research 
Council’s lack of input.

Berkman said at the meet-
ing that the policy would 
not be implemented without 
discussion with the Research 
Council. 

Philip K. Stoddard, profes-
sor of biological sciences and 
faculty senator, said this never 
happened.

Donnelly said she feels the 
damage has been done and is 
now looking for employment 
elsewhere.

“I don’t feel secure in my 
academic home. I feel like the 
University did not recognize 
my contributions to Univer-
sity life,” Donnelly said. 

According to Donnelly, 
the University is evaluating 
indirect cost rate returns being 

generated from on-campus 
research versus off-campus 
research, which generates a 
smaller indirect cost rate.

If a professor does not gen-
erate an indirect cost return for 
the University, their research 
space will be vulnerable to 
possible reclamation and reas-
signment, Donnelly said.

Stoddard said this policy 
is only based on the money 
researchers bring in and the 
number of graduate students 
are employed in each lab.

“If I collect data off 
campus and I have to analyze 
the data on campus and store 
my equipment there, then you 
need a space. This is being 
devalued,” Stoddard said.

Berkman said the focus 
is based on the labs meeting 
the second memo’s require-
ments.

“Everyone could think 
their research will change the 
world. We need a mechanism 
to determine whether the use 
of the labs [coincide] with 
the goals discussed collab-
oratively with the Faculty 
Senate,” Berkman said.

Stoddard feels FIU’s envi-
ronment, which once sup-
ported academia, is being 
eroded.

“If we trust each other 
we can work as a team. If 
we don’t trust each other, we 
can’t,” he said.

Some biological sciences 
faculty believe that these 
spaces are being targeted
in order to make room for 
future researches for the Col-
lege of Medicine who would 
generate high rates of indirect
costs.

Donnelly said that John 
Rock, College of Medicine
dean, and Dr. Joe Leigh Simp-
son, College of Medicine
executive associate dean of 
Academic Affairs, held a 
meeting with biological sci-
ences faculty Aug. 30 and 
said their priority is currently 
accreditation, not research,
but Berkman said the policy 
implementation had nothing 
to do with this.

“If the College of Medi-
cine had never happened, we 
would have looked at the lab 
spaces anyway,” he said.
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including permanent 
residents or citizens of 
Latin American coun-
tries, he added.

FIU’s increase of 
enrolment in its engi-
neering program con-
trasts the running trend 
in other schools around 
the country where enrol-
ment levels have been 
falling, Prasad said.

“FIU has become a 
role model for engineer-

ing education for His-
panics,” said Prasad.

The cause of Hispan-
ics in the engineering 
world is one that Prasad 
has championed in the 
past years by becom-
ing one of the founding 
members of the Latin 
American and Caribbean 
Consortium of Engineer-
ing Institutions. He also 
helped establish the LA 
grid, a forum for engi-
neers in Latin America 
to communicate with 

one another. 
A native of India, 

Prasad has a master in 
mechanical engineering 
from the India Insti-
tute of Technology at 
Kanpur, India, and a 
Ph.D. in mechanical 
engineering from the 
University of Dela-
ware.

W h e n  a s k e d  t h e 
reason for his focus 
on Hispanic engineers, 
Prasad answered that he 
identifi es with Latinos 

because of the different
cultures and customs of 
his home country.

“India … is quite 
diverse from region to 
region. The language, 
the food … and there 
are over six-hundred 
dialects in the language 
and at least three major 
religions practices there.
So you are exposed to 
diversity from the day 
you are born, much 
like in Latin America,”
Prasad said.

MONDAY • SEPTEMBER 24
International Law Student Association: 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 

a.m., RDB 2006 (UP)
Panther Rage General Meeting: 4 p.m., GC140 (UP)

TUESDAY • SEPTEMBER 25
Technical Career Fair: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., GC Ballrooms 

(UP)
Financial Aid Open Forum: 10 a.m. - 12 p.m., GL 100B 

(UP) & Wolfe University Center Theatre (Teleconference) 
(BBC)

Catholic Student Union- Celebration: 12 - 2p.m., 
GC150

Panther Power Meeting: 2 p.m., WUC 157 (BBC)

WEDNESDAY • SEPTEMBER 26
Non-Technical Career Fair: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., GC Ballrooms 

(UP)
Hurricane Fair: 12 p.m.- 4 p.m., GC Forum (UP) 
SGA General Meeting: 3:30 - 5 p.m., WUC155 (BBC)
SGA General Meeting: 4 p.m. GC140 (UP)
Mentoring Program Gala: 5 - 8 p.m., Faculty Club (UP)
Catholic Student Union- Holy Mass: 12 - 1 p.m., GC 150 

(UP)

THURSDAY • SEPTEMBER 27
 Leaders of Tomorrow General Meeting: 3 p.m., GC340 

(UP)
 Wine Tasting- Wines from South America: 7 - 8:30 p.m., 

GC Panther Suite (UP)
FIU- Symphony Orchestra: 8 p.m., Wertheim Performing 

Arts Center (UP)
Anything Goes Anime: 8 p.m., - 12 a.m., Chemistry and 

Physics 145
Wild Succulent Women: 9 p.m., Bay Vista Community 

Room (BBC) 

FRIDAY • SEPTEMBER 28
MPAS- CCOR Facilitator Training: 1 - 2:50 p.m., GC216 (UP)
SPC Movie “Knocked Up:” 7 & 10 p.m., GC140 (UP)
 Catholic Student Union-School of Community: 7 - 9 p.m., 

GC305

 Compiled by Kassandra Pool

SGC-UP Notes

THIS WEEK ON CAMPUS

Sept. 18    Call to order: 4:08 p.m.      Adjourn-
ment 4:40 p.m.

President’s Report (Marbely Hernandez)
•   The Tallahassee Bus trip in protest of Gover-

nor Charlie Crist’s budget cuts will be postponed 
until further notice. 

•   The Executive board of SGA will be attend-
ing a Board of Governor’s meeting for updates on 
the budget this week. 

•   The SGA Web site is undergoing renova-
tions.

Vice President’s Report (Arthur Meyer)
• SGA is continuing talks Bill Foster,  direc-

tor of parking and transportation, to continue the 
development of the Panther-Tram system. 

Chief of Cabinet’s Report (Kenny Gelok)
• SGC cabinet meeting expected in October 

Speaker of the House Report (Jennifer 
Ruiz)

• The SGC completed certifi cation training 
with Hands on Miami and will now be able to 

participate with the organization. 
• The next house meeting will take place at 4 

p.m. on Sept. 24 in  GC 211.
 
Panther Rage 
• Two busses were fi lled with students to the 

FIU vs, UM football game. 
• Panther Rage provided 100 tickets for the FIU 

vs. UM football game. 
• A Panther Rage, Relay for Life team is being 

proposed. 

SPC Report
• Two director positions are available. Those 

interested should contact the SPC offi ce. 

RHA Report
• All resident halls now have their own coun-

cils 

Announcements 
• Honors College Convocation will take place 

Oct. 1 at UP.
 
                    Compiled by Ben F. Badger Jr.

ENGINEERING, page 1

Dean awarded for service
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Contact Us
Eddith Sevilla
BBC Managing Editor
beaconbbc@yahoo.com

A HEALTHY APPROACH

WELLNESS EDUCATION: Natalie Diaz (front), a junior and public relations major, and Gina Vargas (back), a 
junior advertising major,  visit the Biscayne Bay Campus’ Health Care Center during its open house on Sept. 19. 
The center offered free spinal analysis, cholesterol screenings and lung testing as well as massages.

FRANCESCA RIVAS/THE BEACON

PATRICIA GONZALEZ
Contributing Writer

As president of the 
Faith Matters club, Sasha 
Maghimi-Kian stresses the 
importance of peace and 
nonviolence, especially 
because she grew up in 
a multicultural environ-
ment.

“My father came here 
from Iran and my mother 
came here from Chile,” 
said Maghimi-Kian, a 
double major in anthro-
pology and international 
relations.

“In school people 
would say horrible things 
to you. After the hostage 
crisis in Iran, I remember 
that certain parents didn’t 
want their kids to come to 
my house to play with me 
because I had an Iranian 
father.”

The Faith Matters 
club’s mission is to inform 
and encourage socializa-
tion among students of 
different faiths.

“The world is a much 
smaller place than what 
we make it out to be. It’s 
very easy to understand 
that we’re all the same ... 
Where we’re from, and 
what religion we follow 
shouldn’t separate us,” 
Maghimi-Kian said.

The  Rev. Linnea Pear-
son, a religious studies 
professor and the club’s 
advisor, formed the club 

Editors, CEOs 
to give in-class 
presentations

SCRIPPS DAY

Club promotes religious harmony 

ELVIS RAMIREZ
BBC Life Editor

The Scripps Howard 
Foundation will be hosting 
“Scripps Day,” a daylong 
event where students can 
interact with different jour-
nalism professionals, at the 
Biscayne Bay Campus Oct. 3. 
At the event, journalism stu-
dents can have their resumes 
critiqued, take part in lectures 
given by editors, directors and 
CEOs from the E.W. Scripps 
Company and end the day by 
sitting in on a speech by Ken 
Lowe,  president and CEO of 
the E.W. Scripps Company. 

The company is the pub-
lisher of newspapers and 
owner of broadcast stations 
under the Scripps Howard 
Foundation.

Lowe managed several 
cable networks: HGTV, Food 
Network, Fine Living and Do 
It Yourself. His speech will 
be on the topic of the news 
media in the digital age.

Though it’s not likely 
students will get a job at 
the event, it’s still possible, 
said David Berry, marketing 
director for the School of 
Journalism and Mass Com-
munication.

The event’s focus is on 
networking and learning 
about journalism rather than 
job placement. Professionals 
from Scripps owned televi-
sion stations and newspapers, 
will give lectures in different 
journalism classes throughout 
the day; there will be a total 
of 25 guest speakers.  The 
lectures are open to the gen-
eral public. 

“It’s a fun event for anyone 
interested, not just students,” 
Berry said.

Holding the lectures in 
class guarantees an audi-
ence, said Jane Daugherty, 
an associate professor in the 
SJMC.

“One of the difficulties 
that we always have here 
and that you have at any uni-
versity that has a large com-
muter population is getting 
people together,” Daugherty 
said. “And that [holding the 
lectures in classrooms during 
class times] assures that we 
make a connection not just 
with people who are inter-
ested but with people who are 
journalism students.”

The schedule of lectures 
places the guest speakers in 
classes that are relevant to 

their area of expertise.
“There is someone coming 

to my law and ethics class 
who’s got experience dealing 
with ethical issues and dilem-
mas that newspapers face,” 
Daugherty said. “And that 
kind of real world speaker is a 
big plus for the students.”

The Scripps Howard 
Foundation took interest in 
the University two years 
ago because they wanted to 
increase diversity in their 
newsrooms and FIU gradu-
ates the highest number of 
Hispanic journalists in the 
country, according to Allan 
Richards, chair of the SJMC 
and assistant professor. Judith 
Clabes, the president of the 
foundation visited the Univer-
sity to confi rm that the school 
offered what the foundation 
sought.

The foundation is inter-
ested in hiring reporters that 
are part of  the minority com-
munities, and the University’s 
student population is 69 per-
cent Hispanic and 11 percent 
[black], Richards said.

Two students were awarded 
scholarship-internships by the 
Scripps Howard Founda-
tion: Joselle Galis-Mendez 
and Gretel Sarmiento. The 
University was then made 
a partnership school, which 
allows the foundation to 
become more involved with 
the SJMC.

The foundation donated 
$150,000 to the SJMC over a 
three-year period at $50,000 
per year. The journalism 
school used the grant to build 
the new writing center located 
in Academic II room 303.

The event is an opportu-
nity for students to network. 

“It’s one thing learning 
in the classroom, that’s fi ne, 
that’s in a vacuum, but you 
also need to meet the people 
who run these businesses … 
Being good and being smart 
is not enough.”

Professors think this is a 
great opportunity for students 
who view journalism as their 
career.

“I’ve worked in newspa-
pers for 30 years … I don’t 
think I was ever hired without 
having a connection with 
somebody at the paper,” 
Daugherty said.

“The Scripps Howard 
Foundation isn’t coming to 
walk our halls, they want our 
students to end up working 
for them,” Richards said.

during the Spring semester 
to bring students together 
to discuss religion and its 
social, cultural, economic, 
environmental and political 
infl uences.

“I want to bring people 
together of different faith 
perspectives ... and have them 
interact with one another so 
we can learn from one another, 
and share our faith with one 
another, because whatever 
we have faith in, whatever we 
believe in shapes our whole 
lives,” said Pearson, who 
preaches at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church.

For the past few months,  
club members have been plan-
ning events to promote the 
club and its message.

They put together a Can-
dlelight Vigil for Peace in 
observance of the fourth anni-
versary of the war in Iraq on 
March 14, 2007. 

Ayeshia Ahmed, the club’s 
vice president, was touched by 
the vigil.

“I remember how we went 
around the circle of guests 
present for the vigil com-
memorating the war in Iraq, 
and asked them why they were 
there. Everyone responded 
differently ... I was present 
because I believe that there can 
be peace in the Middle East. 
I feel like I’m really doing 
my part to make peace in the 
world,” said Ahmed, an inter-
national business major.

The club also held the 
“Night of Remembrance” 

event, which consisted of a 
nondenominational prayer  to 
remember the sixth anniver-
sary of September 11.

“Faith Matters is pro-peace, 
and pro-nonviolence. We want 
to bring people together for 
common causes,” Maghimi-
Kian said.

The club gets together 
for “Sundays at Seven” on 
the second Sunday of every 
month. The event features 
group discussion, music, fi lms 
and readings from different 
traditions.

To celebrate the Winter 

Solstice, the club will host the 
“World Festival of Lights”  
on Dec. 9 at the Mary Ann 
Wolfe Theater at the Biscayne 
Bay Campus. The event will 
commemorate all religious 
festivities in the winter.

Members are welcoming to 
people of all faiths.

“Peace is not found by 
looking for differences, but 
with open hearts and minds 
searching out connections and 
that is what Faith Matters is all 
about,” Maghimi-Kian said.

For information e-mail fi u.
faithmatters@gmail.com.

Peace is not found by looking for differ-
ences, but with open hearts and minds 
searching out connections and that is 
what Faith Matters is all about.

            ““ Sasha Maghimi-Kian, Faith Matters President



protest: Doing absolutely noth-
ing except increasing the number 
of offi cers. The increase was in 
order to keep the peace, accord-
ing to a written response from 
UCF’s President Hitt.

The deplorable part about this 
whole issue is that they’re orally 
restrained by offi cers who have 
“forgotten the contents of the Bill 
of Rights.”

Case in point: The incident at 
UF on September 16th. Meyers 
was allegedly cut off because 
“He used profanity and his ques-
tion was too long,” according to 
Steven Blank, the chairman of 

Accent, UF’s Speak-

ers Bureau. The police offi cers 
involved, despite request of Sen. 
Kerry to “Cool down”, continued 
with the overzealous assault on 
Mr. Meyers, who was screaming 
for help and asking to be told 
what he had done to warrant an 
arrest. He was answered by noth-
ing more than several shots of a 
taser gun.

Others at the University, feel 
Meyers got off easy: “I hope 
nobody feels sorry for the young 
man who got tased. I expect that 
on campus this week, angry pro-
testors will blame the University 
Police Department for being too 
aggressive, or blame Accent for 
inviting Sen. John Kerry to speak 
or blame Tennessee for riling us 
all up.” wrote Kyle Cox, a UF 
student and part of a group called 
Speaking Out, in the University 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

algebra homework in the online 
tutoring program”. 

What I actually stated was 
that the typical student should do 
at least six hours of homework a 
week on College Algebra – not 
necessarily with any online tuto-
rial program. Doing exercises 
from the textbook is the best 
single way of helping oneself in 
any math course.

Finally, I mistakenly said the 
Math Department offers tutoring 
in DM 409A – this should be 
DM 409C.

Sincerely,
Professor Julian Edward,  

     Chair,
Mathematics

JOSEPH MARHEE
Contributing Writer

Senator John Kerry should 
have expected questions like 
Andrew Meyers’, a Journalism 
and Mass Communications stu-
dent at the University of Florida, 
but no one could have anticipated 
the events that followed: After 
Meyers’ passionate line of ques-
tioning regarding President Bush 
and Kerry’s involvement in a 
secret society at Yale University 
among other well publicized alle-
gations of the two’s connections, 
Meyer was restrained by several 
police offi cers. 

As the videos posted on CNN.
com  and MSNBC.com  show, 
one offi cer brandished a fi rearm 
while the others tackled and tased 
him. Consequently, the offi cers 
involved in Meyers’ arrest are 
under investigation regarding 
their use of a taser, but is this 
really anything new?

 Unfortunately, the answer to 
that question is no. In the last 
year alone, student groups such 
as Students for a Democratic 
Society, Students for Informed 
Democracy and several smaller 
groups have protested policies 
that they call, “oppressive and 
unconstitutional.” 

At the University of Central 
Florida, hundreds of students 
participated in a protest oppos-
ing the universities “Free-Speech 
Zone Policy”. Partick DeCarlo, 
a UCF student and member of 
Students for a Democratic Soci-
ety, said in a local news report 
earlier this year, “This policy 
undermines the 1st Amendment 
of the constitution and where it 
can be practiced” . The students 
of UCF’s chapter of Students 
for a Democratic Society further 
expressed their distaste for the 
administration’s reaction to the 

of Florida Newspaper, The Alli-
gator.

In the wake of the incident,
two protests and a sit-in have 
ensued. Many UF students are 
outraged by the investigation of 
the use of the taser. 

Additionally, several students
have demanded that the commit-
tee who investigates this must be 
entirely neutral.

After reading the University’s 
inconsistent police report, with 
each officer ’s account more 
sensationalized than the last, it’s 
hard not to imagine Meyers being 
acquitted of any and all charges.  

 Being that he was orally sup-

pressed and was the recipient
of physical punishment for his 
“diatribe”, as one Accent repre-
sentative put it; Meyers’ support-
ers admit that his behavior at the 
Kerry event was a little out of 
line and inappropriate, but even 
more disgusting and inappropri-
ate (not to mention unlawful 
and unconstitutional) was the 
behavior of the University Police 
Department.

The University of Florida, 
along with several other Florida
universities have policies regard-
ing Free-Expression and how law 
enforcement are to deal with it. 

If Meyers is ruled against 
and convicted of the charges 
they claim he is guilty of, then 
it will confi rm what one could 
assume are America’s next steps 
to becoming a police state.

I wish to respond to several 
the points made in the Beacon’s 
article “College Algebra Failure 
Rate under Investigation”.

First, the headline suggests 
that there is some misconduct by 
the Math Department or some-
one else, and that is certainly not 
the case.

Second, the article suggests, 
essentially using second-hand 
gossip as evidence, that all of our 
adjunct instructors are ineffective 
teachers. This is grossly unfair to 
the many very good adjuncts that 
we do have.

 In addition, the article states 
that I said “students can help 
solve this problem by complet-
ing six hours or more of college 

Department chair responds to article

HIGH VOLTAGE

UF student unfairly silenced

   The deplorable part about 
this whole issue is that they’re orally 
restrained by officers who have 
“forgotten the contents of the Bill of 
Rights.”

Faculty deserves 
reason for evictions 

The College of Arts and Sci-
ences got a memo Aug. 24 from 
FIU administrators, the memo, 
written by Associate Vice Presi-
dents for research, Andres Gil and 
Jonathan Tubman, was essentially 
an eviction notice for 16 or so of 
the College’s professors.

It gave professors fi ve weeks 
– until Oct. 1 – to clear out their 
labs so Gil and Tubman could 
reassign their research space to 
someone else. To whom? The 
memo didn’t say. And why on 
such short notice? The memo 
didn’t say either. 

The eviction notice distressed 
research faculty, not because of 
what’s being done – evicting 
professors from their labs – but 
because of how it’s being done 
– hastily and without explana-
tion.

Most faculty members agree: 
reassigning research space is not 
inherently bad. 

It’s necessary to free  some 
research space and make room for 
new faculty, for one thing. 

And over time, as grants 
expire, research projects are 
completed and faculty come and 
go, it’s good to make sure FIU’s 
precious research space is being 
used effi ciently. Some research-
ers have too much space, others 
not enough. Labs have served 
as offi ce spaces and broom clos-
ets, making it desirable to clean 
house. 

The problem isn’t what is 
done, but how.

In December 2006, both Pro-
vost Ronald Berkman and Vice 
Presiden of Research George 
Walker assured faculty that any 
reassignment would happen in 
close consultation with the Fac-
ulty Senate’s Research Council. 

By unilaterally evicting fac-
ulty from their labs according to 
that formula, faculty believe that 
Walker and Berkman betrayed 
them.

Berkman and College of 
Medicine Dean John Rock have 
long told faculty the medical 
school is still a long while away 
from hiring researchers. 

Berkman said that the Aug. 24 
memo is unrelated with the Col-
lege of Medicine, but abundant 
research space could help lure 
big-name professors to the new 
College of Medicine. 

And the College’s review for 
accreditation is only a month 
away – close to the memo’s Oct. 
1 eviction date. 

Whether the evictions are 
related to the College of Medicine 
is unimportant. Neglecting to tell 
faculty why they must vacate 
their research labs – and making 
room for fearful speculation – is 
damage enough. 

To make matters worse the 
aggressive, fi ve-week timetable 
administrators are pushing for 
researchers to dismantle and 
empty out their research labs in 
not only unreasonable, it does 
little more than aggravate faculty 
misgivings toward administra-
tors. And that’s what’s really 
at stake in this squabble for 
lab space: a workable relation-
ship between FIU’s faculty and 
administration.  

It falls, then, on administrators 
to pursue openness, dialgoue and 
trust in administrator-faculty 
relationships. Instead, by acting 
unilaterally, by going back on 
promises, by not acting transpar-
ently, faculty membes are given 
a reason to feel betrayed, angry 
and afraid. 
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The average adult is esti-
mated to catch at least three 
colds per year, and if you deal 
with children, your odds of 
getting sick double, accord-
ing to the American Medical 
Society. 

I tchy eyes,  a  scratchy 
throat and a stuffy nose are 
all symptons of the common 
cold, and being sick can 
be detrimental to students' 
lives. 

With especially hectic 
non-stop schedules packed 
with classes and work, some 
students can’t afford to miss 
out on one lecture, quiz or 
even one day on the job. 

Although there is no known 
cure for the cold, here are 
some ways that students are 
trying to make it a little less 
common and a little more 
bearable.

KEEP IT SIMPLE

Carly Gallo, a sophomore 
and current cold victim, is a 
first hand witness to the ago-
nizing effects of being sick. 
Staying up late has taken a 
toll on her immune system 
but following a rigid diet of 
fluids when sick has helped 
her combat the sniffles.

“I eat, live and breathe 
architecture," Gallo said. "I 
spend countless nights build-

ing models and drawing 
up plans. 

The workload takes a 
serious toll on my body 
and my health, making me 
really vulnerable to colds. 
[When I’m sick] I live off 
of orange juice and water, 
Airborne cold medica-
tion and only eat soups. It 
seems to work for me.”  

RUN FOR YOUR HEALTH

For other students such 
as junior Leonard Chu-
hung, keeping active seems 
to work for getting over the 
cold as soon as possible.

Chu-Hung works 40 
hours a week as a retail 
manager, is married and a 
full-time student – and he 
doesn’t believe in resting 
when he’s sick. 

“I live in those freez-
ing cold computer labs 
so when I get sick I head 
straight on over to [the 
Recreation Center] and 
sweat the cold right out of 
my system by running a 
couple of miles,” he said. 
“I can’t afford to miss a 
minute out of my day.” 

The

BE A BEACH BUM

J e s s i c a  O l i v e r a ,  a 
senior, takes a more leisure 
approach in nursing herself 
back to health. 

She believes the beach 
is the perfect place to 
relieve her cold symptoms 
because of its soothing 
and natural effects on the 
body. 

“If I know I have noth-
ing really important to do, 
I take the day off, grab a 
beach chair and blanket 
and head to the beach,” 
Olivera said. “I fall asleep 
to the sounds of the ocean, 
get a tan and fresh air all 
in one shot. Plus, the salt 
water is great for sore 
throats.”

FLOW LIKE HONEY

Another remedy for 
the dreaded sore throat is 
honey, which senior Tina 
Adeoba uses. 

Adeoba hates when she 
starts to cough and can’t 
seem to stop, especially 
when the coughing attack 

Young lives 
aff ected by 
autism 

MEANING, page 8

Viviana Reyes didn’t read much when she 
was young, but she knew enough about fairy 
tales to suspect her life was about to become 
one when she met Eduardo Reinas.Reyes and 
Reinas – “Kings” and “Queens” in Spanish.

They were both children of stubborn work-
ing class parents in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
She was practical, enjoyed the occasional 
nights out on the town and dreamed of a life 
away from her family; he was a shy soccer 
player, prone to fl ights of fancy but always a 
hard worker.

Neither of them had reached their 20th 
birthday when they married at the start of the 
millennium. They moved to the United States 
a year later.

“Our family, our friends, the TV, they all 
said things were going to be different there,” 
Viviana – now Reinas – said. “We knew it 
wasn’t going to be perfect, but we had to try 
it out.”

And it was perfect. Eduardo found a steady 
job, Viviana realized how much she missed 
her parents and saved enough money to bring 
them over, and they all lived together in a 
small but cozy apartment as a happy, loving 
family.

Viviana doesn’t like to tell herself that that’s 
when the fairy tale ended because it makes her 
feel like a bad mother.

Her fi rst baby boy was born in a Broward 
hospital soon after her parents arrived. He 
was given a very American sounding name 
to celebrate the family’s love for their new 
country, but Viviana asked that I not use it in 
this column.

The kid was a typical baby: puffy cheeks, a 
contagious giggle, a grinding cry. The parents 
didn’t notice anything was different with him 
until the toddler years. 

He didn’t smile much by the time he 
reached his fi rst birthday. 

By his second year he made loud grunting 
noises that attracted the attention of passer 
bys. By his third and then fourth, he muttered 
gibberish instead of coherent words, yelled at 
inappropriate times and threw himself against 
walls.

“Our friends thought we were joking when 
we called him a little monster. We were seri-
ous,” Viviana said.

Eduardo had to apologize to the doctor 
after Viviana abruptly left the room and locked 
herself in the car. The man had just fi nished 
telling the couple that one out of every 150 
children born in the U.S. develop a form of 
autism, a developmental disorder. 

Their baby son was that one child.
Viviana left the boy with her parents the 

day I interviewed her, but I could tell she had 
just spent a day with her son from the crow’s 
feet around her eyes and the tired, half-hearted 
laughs she used throughout our meeting.

“I can never leave him alone because I’m 
afraid he’ll hurt himself or others. I love him 

Common
Cold

Preventing

starts in the middle of class 
or when dealing with a 
customer at work.

“I carry honey with me 
when I’m sick and cough-
ing,” she said. “As soon 
as I start coughing I eat 
a spoon full of honey and 
it calms my throat down. 
Not to mention it taste 
good too.” 

PREVENTION

While some people start 
using remedies after they 
catch a cold, others such 
as Ashley Fernald take a 
more proactive approach. 

Fernald, a sophomore, 
loathes the idea of being 
s ick  and hates  see ing 
others sick. 

To decrease her chances 
of contact with germs, she 
wipes down her desk at 
the beginning of each class 
with a disinfecting wipe. 

The only way to catch 
a cold is via direct contact 
with the virus, so preven-
tive measures such as this 
might be your best bet if 
you want to avoid having 
a sick day altogether. 

RESIDENT, page 8

RON MATHEW
Contributing Writer

It is 19-year-old Eduardo Rodriguez’s 
fi rst night on duty. He has just received 
word of a party happening in one of the 
rooms of University Park Towers. Aware 
of the fact that he’s in a building full of 
residents mostly older, bigger and stron-
ger than him, Rodriguez can’t help but 
be apprehensive. He calls a much older 
partner to back him up. 

Despite the gravity of the situation, his 
partner breaks it up with ease. What may 
sound like an episode of “Cops” is actually 
indicative of one of the many realities faced 
by the RAs of FIU. 

An RA is a trained student leader in colleges 
and universities charged with the responsibility 
of living with and supervising as many as 40 to 
75 students in a residential hall. For many student 
residents, RAs can provide mediation on com-
monly faced issues such as roommate confl icts 
and depression.

“Being an RA is what you make of it,” said 
Ron Thompson, assistant director of residential 
life. 

Programming is one unique aspect of RA 
duties; where they tap into creativity to put on 
events or activities to promote a sense of com-
munity among the residents. 

Teresa Ronquillo, a senior and current 
president of Delta Epsilon Iota Honor Society, 
exemplifi es this in her second year on the job.

“I feel like a big responsible ball of cheesy 
energy and so my role as an RA lets me funnel 
that into something that can have a positive 
outcome on me and others,” she said. 

Her favorite program, “Going up?,” encour-
ages environmental awareness. The program
is conducted in an elevator, where, as soon as 
people enter, they are  asked if they are going 
up, and when the reply is “yes” the RA responds 
with: “And so are the amounts of CO2 molecules
in our earth’s atmosphere,” followed by a fact 
about the environment.    

But with great perks come great responsi-
bilities. Though the RA job allows for one to 

Resident assistants maintain order

Graphic By Veronica Fernandez
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so much, I love to hold him, I 
love it when he’s quiet and he 
hugs me back,” Viviana said, 
stopping in mid-sentence 
to decide whether she was 
going to continue or not. “I 
just didn’t think it was going 
to be this way.”

Eduardo works longer 
hours now because Viviana is 
pregnant again, but the young 
wife is forced to suppress the 
idea that he may stay at his 
job to avoid dealing with the 
diffi cult infant. 

She hasn’t confronted him 
about this and doesn’t plan 
to because another question 
haunts her even more: can 
the same thing happen to the 
new baby?

This thought often makes 

her clutch her swollen belly 
and cry.

At her wedding, her sis-
ters gave her a plastic tiara 
because she was becoming 
a reina, perhaps by name 
only, but still a queen. 

Viviana doesn’t feel so 
regal anymore. She left 
the tiara in Uruguay and 
doesn’t know what her 
cousin did with it.

“Everything was just 
a tale I told myself,” she 
said. “Maybe things will be 
better, maybe they won’t. 
I love him so much, and 
maybe I sound like I’m 
making it up because I’m 
saying it a lot, but it’s true, 
I couldn’t live without 
him.”

And Viviana reaches 
down and unconsciously 
grabs at her swollen belly.

Fairy tale life 
proves illusory
MEANING, page 6

FASHION AT MANSION

BEFORE THE RUNWAY: Model Svetlana Forkin gets ready for the Paul Frank fashion show held at Man-
sion nightclub Sept. 19. For full coverage of the show, read the story in the next issue of The Beacon.

RAs develop 
through duties
be involved on campus and 
extracurricular activities, the 
nature of the job might require 
going beyond the call of duty. 
Steven Blanc, a second-year 
RA, heavily felt the demands 
of the job during his fi rst year; 
he checked residents out of the 
hallways. “Between fi nals and 
checkout, I went two weeks 
on an average of two hours of 
sleep per night,” he said.   

In spite of the challenges, 
RAs including Rodriguez 
agree that they respect and 
appreciate the job because it 
breeds confi dence. 

As Rodriguez refl ects on 
the party incident four years 

ago, he realizes that the job had 
a profound impact on him. 

 “I wanted to be someone 
who could face a situation like 
that and handle it with confi -
dence.” Rodriguez said.

Thompson, who was also 
an RA, shares that sentiment.” 
I wasn't even on duty - I was 
simply hanging out in a friend’s 
room when I detected a domes-
tic violence situation and saw 
the entire situation play itself 
out. 

As profound of an experi-
ence as that was, it is but one 
of a thousand I eventually dealt 
with working the [RA] job 
– one of [many] that led me to 
be more capable and confi dent 
than ever before.”  

RESIDENT, page 6

Fernando Garcia/The Beacon
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REVIEWS  (YOU CAN USE)

REINIER HERNANDEZ
Staff Writer

There are few things in pop 
culture more revered than the 
music of The Beatles. 

As such, a musical incorporat-
ing their songs would have the 
daunting task of satisfying not 
only casual movie-goers, but 
earning the respect of die-hard 
Beatles fans alike. 

Across the Universe success-
fully does both with its style, 
but gives up substance in the 
process.

Set in the 1960s, the film 
revolves around the romance of 
Jude, an English dock worker and 
Lucy, an American teenager. 

If those names sound familiar, 
they should. 

Every important character in 
the movie is named after various 
characters from Beatles songs; 
and it’s touches like these that 
will have fans smirking and wait-
ing for the next reference. 

MOVIE Across the Universe

ALL YOU NEED IS A PLOT: The two main characters from Across the Universe embrace. The new fi lm tells 
the story of young couple in  during the 1960’s and features more than 30 Beatles songs.

Beatles musical lacks substance  
The problem is that allusions 

alone aren’t enough to carry a 
story. 

Jude and Lucy’s love-story is 
shallow and feels like an after-
thought that only serves as a way 
to showcase the music. 

There are several scenes and 
characters that could have been 
omitted without affecting the 
plot, and that would have given 
the film some much needed space 
to flesh out the story. 

Some segments felt like they 
would make great music videos 
but contribute nothing to further-
ing the story.

Where the plot falls short, the 
musical performances shine. 

More than 30 Beatles songs 
appear in the film, performed 
by the actors themselves, right 
on set. 

Classics like “Hey Jude,” 
“Revolution” and the climactic 
“All You Need is Love” are 
incorporated flawlessly and tell 

the story much better than any of 
the dialogue could hope to. 

It also helps that the actors 
can actually sing and can do the 
songs justice. 

Even some of The Beatles 
more forgettable songs such as 
“Hold Me Tight” are used to 
great effect and really convey 
the sense of fun and optimism 
of the 1960s. 

The visual effects are another 
triumph. Colors are vibrant, as 
they should be for a film set in 
the ‘60s, and the psychedelic 
scenes in particular are stun-
ning. 

One has to imagine that what 
they’re seeing is as close to expe-
riencing a real acid trip as it gets, 
without the actual drugs. 

And in the end, if you go in 
with the proper mindset and can 
appreciate the vibrant visuals 
as well as the timeless music, 
Across the Universe won’t let 
you down.

LUIS H. GARCIA
Staff Writer

The two-dimensional fighting game 
might be becoming a lost art in an age of 
advanced three-dimensional imagery, but 
the classics like Street Fighter and King of 
Fighters still have the staying power that 
many games lack today. 

The Guilty Gear series shares in this 
legacy while taking a different path com-
pared to its contemporaries.  

With its unorthodox characters and style, 
Guilty Gear has gone strong for nearly a 
decade since its beginnings on the original 
Sony PlayStation. 

Now, two sequels and three upgrades 
later, the newest reworking of Guilty Gear 
XX Accent Core by developer Arc System 
Works for the PlayStation 2 shows off that

GAME Guilty Gear XX Accent Core

Fighting game grows up, characters bring variety 
staying power that has garnered respect from 
fi ghting gamers all over the world – 2D 
fi ghting is far from gone.

Boasting an impressive 23 characters, 
there is plenty of variety and depth to be 
explored. 

Each fi ghter sports his or her own unique 
arsenal that sets them apart from each other 
and from most traditional fi ghting games 
altogether.  

From a paper bag-wearing doctor to a 
womanizing pirate, Guilty Gear has been 
known for its motley cast while offering 
fast-paced action that requires adaptation 
and execution.  

With some new tweaks, moves and fea-
tures like force breaks – powered up special 
moves – Accent Core forces veterans to 
relearn their favorite characters and adopt 
new tactics to win.

Besides the prerequisite fi ghting game 
features – solo, versus play and training 
modes – the game offers some extras such 
as a score attack, alternate versions of char-
acters and previous versions of the Guilty 
Gear system.  

Like any great fi ghting game, however, 
Guilty Gear truly shines when played with 
human competition.

Accent Core hasn’t changed too much in 
the aesthetics department. 

The sharp, high-resolution visuals hold 
up very well today and the characters still 
have their anime-inspired charm. 

The stages have been redrawn for this 
edition of the game, while the older back-
grounds are still available. 

A collection of illustrations is also avail-
able for viewing pleasure.  

Guilty Gear is meant to be played loud.

Daisuke Ishiwatari composes the musical
thunder that has been a hallmark of the 
series. 

Heavy-metal tracks compliment the 
stages and the fury of the game’s high speed
combat as well as it always has throughout
the years. 

Some new tracks and reworked character
voiceovers also dot the game’s audio.

While many fighters have come and 
gone, Guilty Gear has continued to stand
the test of time. 

New publisher Aksys Games has done 
a great service to fi ghting gamers here in
the U.S. by bringing a top-quality fi ghter
for all to enjoy and rediscover the magic of
2D gaming. 

Nintendo Wii owners can expect their 
own version of the game to be released
around October.

MUSIC Motion City Soundtrack 
- Even If It Kills Me

CHRIS TOWERS
Asst. Sports Editor

Being considered one of the 
best bands in pop-punk is either 
a great thing or an awful thing, 
depending on how seriously 
you take pop music. 

It is one of those labels that 
has always bothered bands that 
are trying to be taken more seri-
ously by their fans.

Fortunately, Motion City 
Soundtrack seem perfectly 
unable to take anything seri-
ously, which is what makes 
the band’s music so refreshing, 
especially on the third studio 
release Even If It Kills Me, 
released Sept. 18 on Epitath 
Records.

This is most evident on 
tracks such as “The Future 
Freaks Me Out” from the debut 
album and “It Had To Be You” 
from the new album.

“It Had To Be You” begins 
as a forlorn monologue about 
lost love, but then, following 
a power-pop chorus complete 
with “woohoos,” transforms 
into a completely silly descrip-
tion of lead singer and lyricist 
Justin Pierre’s perfect date of 
getting “wrecked on pop tarts 
and sex” and “fi ghting crime 
with mangos and limes.”

The band’s influences are 
audible in the album; from the 
swirling and surging synths that 
recall The Cars to self depre-
cating, pop culture infl uenced 
lyrics that make one think of 
early Weezer to the huge Cheap 
Trick-esque choruses, Motion 
City Soundtrack has been able 
to create a distinct sound that is 
instantly recognizable.

It is perhaps fitting that 

Band’s infl uences 
seen in new album

Cars’ front man Ric Ocasek, 
who produced Weezer’s first 
album, has taken the helm for 
some of the production of this
album; splitting duties with 
Adam Schlesinger of Fountains
of Wayne and Eli Janney of Girls 
Against Boys. 

His infl uences can be heard
all over Motion City’s sound so 
it was inevitable that they would
team up in some way.

While the band has had suc-
cess with a familiar formula in
the past, they’ve also branched
out on this album. “The Con-
versation” is a plaintive piano 
ballad that’s stripped down, 
piano and vocals mix sounds 
more like Ben Folds Five than
Weezer.

In fact there are times when
the band has more success 
shunning its formula than fol-
lowing it. 

Lead single “Broken Heart”
sounds like an inferior version
of the hit from the last album 
“Everything Is Alright.”

That’s not to say the band 
should shun its formula com-
pletely. 

Motion City haven’t lost the
ability to write a great pop song.
“This Is For Real” might just be
the catchiest song the band has 
every written, and since they 
have released it as the second 
single, it could be the one to 
push the band all the way into
the mainstream, where they 
could join fellow Warped Tour 
veterans Fall Out Boy and Gym
Class Heroes at the top of the 
charts.

Don’t be surprised to see
Motion City Soundtrack making 
its push into the ears of main-
stream pop fans before long.

Courtesy Photo
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CLASSIFIEDS
JOBS

Sitters Wanted. $10+ per hour. Register free for jobs near campus or home. www.
student-sitters.com

WEBMASTER Small local company needs assistance with maintaining and 
updating website. Need to do newsletters, postings, and edits. Work from home, 
Mega fl exible schedule, and few hours each week. Top $$ for the right person. 
Contact Tom @ 727-480-3215.

Movie Extras. New opportunities for upcoming productions. All looks needed no 
experience required for cast calls. Call 877- 218- 6224

Undercover Shoppers Earn up to $150 per day. Under cover shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining establishments Exp. Not RE. Call 800-722-4791

Attention! Billion $ Company expanding to Miami! 20 P/T and 10 F/t positions 
available immediately! Flexible Hours. Work from your home or from your 
offi ces. Full Training. Above Average Incomes! Must speak English AND 
Spanish. Must be willing to learn, grow, and have a great attitude! E-mail resume 
to: aemg@mindspring.com

we weren’t going to do anything good in 
Thailand because [Yarimar] had an injury,” 
Valentin said. “But then something happened 
and she was able to play and everyone was 
happy and excited after that. I think that 
Yarimar gave us hope.”

Rosa had her best game against Croatia 
with 36 kills, while Valentin picked up valu-
able international experience by playing 

in every game. Puerto Rico fi nished ninth 
overall, ahead of Croatia, the Dominican 
Republic and Egypt. 

Now that they are back in Miami, the 
tandem is doing their part to keep the Golden 
Panthers among the volleyball elite. 

Rosa has picked up right where she left 
off last season as a dominant scorer and 
Valentin has been adapted well in her fi rst 
year at FIU, sharing time with veteran setter 
Keila Oliveira. 

Coach Danijela Tomic believes that the 
history between Valentin and Rosa helps 
them on the court.

“They are very good friends,” Tomic said. 
“They have one huge thing in common and 
they defi nitely enjoy listening to Reggaeton 
together. They share that iPod and just start 
singing that Reggaeton.

“Yarimar talks more to Natalia and they 
communicate really well on the court. I think 
because they are close friends it helps them 

be more comfortable with each other.”
Rosa has already achieved All-American

status, while the 18-year-old Valentin is 
just trying to make her mark. As the two 
continue their close friendship and work on 
their games, they hope to make the Puerto 
Rican Junior National Team a force the next 
time around. 

They may have started out as young high 
school rivals, but now they are college team-
mates carrying the dream of a nation. 

“I had to pick myself up. 
My parents were there for me 
to guide me through it. They 
told me ‘You’re going to be 
alright,’” he said.

Having his father as a pastor 
has helped Bostic realize what 
is most important in life. Fol-
lowing the draft, he made the 
decision to come back to school 
and fi nish his degree in Sports 
Management.

 He says he isn’t completely 
disappointed he wasn’t drafted 
by the NFL, because it has 
allowed him the opportunity to 
fi nish his degree.

      “I thank God that I had 
the opportunity to come back to 
school instead of not making it 
with a team and then having to 
try to get back into it,” Bostic 
said.

      His faith has been a 
vital aspect of his life going 
back to his childhood all the 
way through high school. As a 
member of Norland High’s 2002 
6A state championship team, 
he had his faith help him get 
through the season, as a member 
of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes at his school.

      “You’ve got to believe 
in something, especially when 
you can’t go to the NFL,” 
Bostic said. “Some people 
turn to drugs or get depressed, 
but my faith is where I’m 
grounded.”

      His faith has also led him 
to a unique plan for himself 
after obtaining his degree. He is 
looking to establish a program 
for young, talented high school 
athletes who may not have the 
grades or test scores to go to 
college and continue their edu-

cation and athletics.
      “The Right Path program 

is a vision the Lord put into 
me,” Bostic said. “My goal is to 
get colleges back here to focus 
on Miami-Dade and also help 
high school students through 
athletics. It’s a way they see to 
get out; it’s a way to make them 
better men, better husbands and 
better fathers.”

       Although Bostic wasn’t 
drafted, he has not cut off foot-
ball from his life and has been 
working with the FIU football 
team as a graduate assistant, 
specifically focusing on the 
defensive line. 

      “In practice, he’s been 
working with the scout team, 
and they had some big plays 
and he was out there dancing 
around and jumping around like 
his team just won the national 
title,” Lantz said. “There’s no 

way you can look at him and 
say, ‘That’s a guy who didn’t 
get drafted and he’s really dis-
appointed.’ You can’t say that 
about him.”

Come December, Bostic
may be putting the pads back on 
for the newly formed All Amer-
ican Football League, a league
that stresses college gradua-
tion and promises professional
pay rates and the opportunity 
to perform in front of fans.
 “I tried out for the AAFL in
Alabama and did good in that, 
so there’s a strong possibil-
ity that I’ll get called back,” 
Bostic said.

 If he makes it to the AAFL, 
it will be because of his ability 
to not dwell on the past and 
take advantage of opportunities
presented to him.

   “Like they say, one door 
closes and another opens.”

VOLLEYBALL, page 12

JOIN OUR STAFF!
The BEACON is always looking for talented 
and reliable individuals to join the staff. If you 

have an interest in writing, photography or even 
grammar, don’t be shy. 

Stop by one of our offi ces located in GC 210 
and WUC 124.

BOSTIC, page 12

from a lack of talent, which is 
an indictment of former coach 
Don Strock rather than the new 
regimen of Athletic Director 
Pete Garcia and new coach 
Mario Cristobal.

It is the complete overhaul 
of the football team that gives 
FIU fans hope as opposed to the 
reluctant Dolphins fans. 

One must simply look at last 
year as to see why these teams 
are heading in such different 
directions.

To put it simply, FIU has 

acknowledged the problem, 
severed the main issues of the 
program and are letting it grow 
anew. From hiring a new ath-
letic director, coach and staff, 
the season screams rebuilding, 
which the team isn’t afraid to 
acknowledge. 

In Davie, however, the Dol-
phins keep applying bandages, 
antiseptic and painkillers in an 
attempt to overlook the real 
problem and do what is neces-
sary to fix it.

A combination of bad draft 
picks and terr ible s ignings 
and trades have contributed to 

making the team as bad as any 
in the league the past couple of 
years. 

Jerry Porter is paid $20 mil-
lion to record two tackles a 
game, while a third-round pick 
is given up for Lamont Gordon 
and a second for the incompetent 
AJ Feeley.

If a bet had to be placed on 
which team will be more suc-
cessful in five years, a wise man 
would place it on the Golden 
Panthers. 

The Dolphins will be feeling 
the repercussions of their drafts 
and signings for years to come, 

while FIU will continue 
to at tract  the fabled 
South Florida talent that 
made the UM a national 
powerhouse. 

Despite still lacking 
that all important win, 
the Golden Panthers are 
building their team from 
the ground up and show-
ing improvement with 
every passing game. 

The Dolphins, with 
all their history and lore, 
on the other hand, are 
deteriorating before our 
eyes.

DOLPHINS, page 12

Bostic uses faith to persevere through rough times

Golden Panthers fi xing framework unlike Dolphins

Teammates represent dream of a nation in Th ailand

JESSICA MARSHALL/THE BEACON FILE PHOTO

NEW BEGINNING: Former Golden Panther 
Alex Bostic III now helps coach the team.

 J. PAT CARTER /AP Photo

FLAILING: Dolphins wide receiver is tackled 
by Dallas Cowboys defenders.
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NFL Draft eludes former Golden Panther linebacker

PUERTO RICAN GLORY 

RENALDO SMITH
Staff Writer

Two vital pieces of the wom-
en’s volleyball team crossed 
paths in Puerto Rico long before 
they walked hallways of FIU 
together.

Sophomore All-American 
Yarimar Rosa and teammate 
Natalia Valentin share passion 
and dedication for volleyball 
and their home country. 

This past summer, their abili-
ties and determination were 
rewarded when they were given 
the opportunity to represent 
Puerto Rico in the 2007 Federa-
tion of International Volleyball 
(FIVB) Women’s Junior World 
Championships. 

Growing up in Vega Baja, 
Puerto Rico, Rosa always 
looked up to her big sister Coral 
Bel Mar. 

As Coral fl ourished on her 
high school’s volleyball squad, 
a much younger Rosa found joy 
in tossing the volleyball around 
from as early as the fi rst grade, 
in hopes of being just like her 
big sister one day. 

Meanwhile, towards the 
central region of Puerto Rico, 
in Caguas, another little girl 
snuggled in front of a televi-
sion screen watching countless 
volleyball games, idolizing 
local volleyball star Michelle 
Cardona. With the love for the 
sport ignited in both of them, it 
was only a matter of time before 
Rosa and Valentin crossed paths 
in high school.

Rosa was a star player at 
Marista High School while 
Valentin made her mark with 
rival Adianez High. Rosa made 
her national debut at 14 years 
old with the senior national 
team, before there even was a 
junior national system in place 
in Puerto Rico. 

“When I fi rst got that call at 
14, I was really excited,” Rosa 
said. “I couldn’t believe that 
they were calling me already. 
There were just 12 players on 
the team representing the place 
where I was born and you have 
to be proud to be one of them.

 “I was really nervous because 
everyone on the team was so 
much more experienced. I felt 
unsure of myself at first, but 

once I got out on the court with 
them I just played hard. It felt 
good to make my parents proud 
because they never thought that 
volleyball would take me that 
far so early.”

There were no such butter-
fl ies for Valentin, who made her 
national team debut at the 2006 
North, Central American and 
Caribbean Volleyball Confeder-
ation (NORCECA) Continental 
Women’s Junior Championships 
in Monterrey, Mexico.

“I am never nervous and I 
don’t have pressure because 
I like to have a good time out 
there,” Valentin said. “I really 
love the game.” 

After a third place perfor-
mance at NORCECA, the 
Golden Panther duo looked 
forward to putting Puerto Rico 
on the map at the world cham-
pionships held from June 20-
27th in Nakhon Ratchasima, 
Thailand. 

Unfortunately, the competi-
tion was much tougher this time 
around and the undermanned 
squad stumbled. 

Rosa was sidelined with 
a knee injury as Puerto Rico 

dropped its fi rst game against 
Italy, 3-1. Rosa came back 
for the second game, but it a 
Ukraine squad that cruised to 
an easy 3-0 victory. 

Following that setback, 
Puerto Rico gave their best per-
formance of the opening round 
aganst Croatia, but still lost, 3-2. 
When it was all said and done, 
Puerto Rico went 0-5 in the 
preliminary round. However, 
they did garner two wins in the 
classifi cation games with a 3-0 
win over Dominica and a 3-1 
victory over Croatia.  

“We knew that the world 
championships would be really 
hard because we had a short 
team, but we just went out and 
played,” Rosa said. “Our coach 
told us that there was a good 
chance we wouldn’t win it all, 
and he wanted us to focus on 
the two games outside of the 
preliminary round,”

According to Valentin, the 
championships were tough but 
she was happy that Rosa got 
to play.

“At one moment, we felt like 

VOLLEYBALL, page 10

CHRIS TOWERS
Staff Writer

 Last season, linebacker Alex-
ander Bostic III was part of the 
28th ranked defense in Divi-
sion I-A football. He racked up 
98 tackles and eight sacks and 
worked out with NFL stars like 
Willis McGahee and Ed Reed in 
the time leading up to the draft 
in order to get himself into shape 
for the NFL.

      During the NFL draft, held 
April 28 and 29, he watched as 
teammates Antwan Barnes and 

Chandler Williams were selected 
by the Baltimore Ravens and Min-

nesota Vikings, respectively. 
His accolades and training 

were for naught and reality hit 
him; he would not be drafted by 
an NFL football team.

      “I felt like everything I 

worked for went down the drain,” 
Bostic said. “When you’re a kid, 

your dream is to play in the NFL 
and to have that fall out of your 
hands, is like someone ripped 
your heart out.”

      Not  making the  NFL 
has proven to be an extremely 

diffi cult thing to overcome for 
some college athletes and some 

never get over 
it ,  said team 
chaplain Steve 
Lantz, who has 
known Bostic 
since he was a 
sophomore at 
Norland High 

School.
      “There have been guys 

who haven’t reacted well to their 
draft status. Great pressure brings 
out the best and worst in people,” 
Lantz said. “Before the draft he 

was pretty realistic, he was hoping 
to get drafted and he was working 
for that end. And obviously he 
was disappointed, but it wasn’t
the type of disappointment that 
some people have where it’s a 
panic.”

      Bostic said he was in a 
diffi cult situation, but with the 
help of his family, including his 
father who is a pastor at First 
Baptist Church in West Park, he 
was able to get back to working
toward other dreams.

When you’re a kid, your dream is to play in the NFL and 
to have that fall out of your hands, is like someone ripped 
your heart out.

            ““ Alexander Bostic III, Former Golden Panther linebacker

Dolphins’ and Golden Panthers’ seasons spiral down

 As the Golden Panthers and 
the Miami Dolphins continue 
their trek across a seemingly 
endless valley of grid iron inepti-
tude, the casual observer cannot 
help but notice the similarities 
between the two teams. 

For both teams, any sort of 
success seems to be a thing of 
the past. 

They both have solid defenses 

with standout players that must 
carry an offense mired by turn-
overs and three-and -outs. 

Both teams have new head 
coaches who haven’t quite pro-
duced to the public’s liking.

Upon closer inspection, how-
ever, one can see the drastically 
different directions that these 
teams are taking.

      The Dolphins issues are 
well chronicled, from utter fail-
ure stemming from a decade of 
poor first-round draft picks to a 
revolving door head coaching 
job. The quarterback situation is 
often pointed at, but it would be 
a lot easier for the Jay Fiedlers 

and Trent Greens of the world to 
be successful if they had even a 
modicum of talent surrounding 
them.

      The other perennial cellar 
dwellers in the NFL, such as the 
Oakland Raiders, the Detroit 
Lions and the Arizona Cardinals, 
all have a distinguishable future 
ahead of them. Oakland has the 
2007 draft’s first overall pick, 
JaMarcus Russell, waiting in the 
wings with all the physical talent 
a quarterback could need. 

The Lions have wide receiver 
Calvin Johnson, who many con-
sidered a future Hall of Famer 
even before playing an NFL 

down, along with fellow receiver 
Roy Williams, an established 
threat. Arizona has potential 
everywhere you look, from 
wide receiver Larry Fitzgerald 
to quarterback Matt Leinart to 
running back Edgerrin James. 

      Our hometown football 
team has Ronnie Brown, who is 
beginning to show more signs 
of bust rather than future Pro-
Bowler, and Chris Chambers, 
who has the occasional spectacu-
lar catch but drops the simple 
passes more often than anyone 
wants. 

      The lone bright spot is 
2006 Defensive Player of the 

Year, Jason Taylor, slowly reach-
ing the final chapter of an illus-
trious career and dedicating 
himself to a useless organiza-
tions.      

In west Dade, meanwhile, the 
Golden Panthers find themselves 
in a similar hole. Teams around 
the state are making national 
news, from the University of 
South Florida in contention the 
Big East Conference to Florida 
Atlantic’s upsets of Minnesota 
in which the Owls put up more 
points than FIU has all season.

      The team suffers simply 
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Volleyball pair competes in world games

CHRIS CUTRO/ BEACON 
FILE PHOTO
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