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UP Library gets new coff ee vendor

Ceremony 
recognizes 
alumni

www.beaconnewspaper.comVol. 19, Issue 58 March 29, 2007

A Forum for Free Student Expression at Florida International University

Our View:
New Starbucks 
could undermine 
library’s purpose,
Page 4.

CHARLIE GRAU 
Sports Editor

Sophomore Jenna Hiatt 
starts her mornings by drink-
ing her usual cup of coffee.

“Every morning, every 
afternoon, every night; I love 
coffee,” Hiatt said. “It keeps 
me going.”

This summer, coffee lovers 
at University Park will be 
able to choose from one more 
coffee vendor with the open-
ing of another Starbucks, 
which is currently being built 
between the entrance and 
escalators on the fi rst fl oor of 
the Green Library.

Java City, currently brews 
coffee from that spot, and 
Jonathan Garcia, Aramark 
resident district manager, 
said they would continue to 
do so until Starbucks’s grand 
opening.

Accord ing  to  Garc ia , 
through Aramark’s research, 
they found that Starbucks 
typically do very well in the 
library environment.

The library was chosen 
due to decrease in the amount 
of students and staff passing 

through.
“It  also adds an addi-

tional benefi t to the Univer-
sity because it increases gate 
counts,” Garcia said. He was 
referring to the total number 
of students that go into library. 
However, not all students are 
warming up to the idea of Star-
bucks replacing Java City.

“I drink coffee from Java 
City. I  prefer 
family owned 
o r  p r i v a t e l y 
owned coffee 
s h o p s .  T h e y 
have Starbucks 
e v e r y w h e r e , 
they’re taking 
over.  They’re 
on every corner. 
They a l ready 
have  a  S t a r-
bucks  in  the 
b o o k  s t o r e , ” 
said sophomore 
Kacie Makous.

C o n s t r u c -
tion has already 
begun on the 
Starbucks and 
some students 
h a v e  b e g u n 
expressing their 

discontent for the new coffee 
shop. 

A sign posted on one side 
of the construction site that 
points students in the direc-
tion of Java City was been 
written anonymously and 
reads, “Java City is better than 
Starbucks.” 

But Garcia argues that 
Starbucks has a greater variety 

of coffees to offer students 
and staff. He also said that 
Starbucks will create a more 
tranquil atmosphere in the 
library.

Some students, like Tiffany
Alley, agree.

“I love their frappuccinos, 
shakes, pastries, cookies and 

CAMILA MARTIN
Contributing Writer

In an effort to acknowledge the posi-
tive work of FIU alumni, the University is 
celebrating the success of 18 distinguished 
former students at the upcoming sixth 
annual Torch Awards Gala.

This year’s celebration will take place 
March 31 and will be hosted by Barry 
Johnson, president and CEO of the Greater 
Miami Chamber of Commerce. Other 
speakers at the event include University 
President Modesto A. Maidique and Bill 
Draughon, vice president of alumni rela-
tions.

“In a few short years this event has 
become a tradition among our alumni,” 
Draughon said in a press release. 

The goal behind the annual Torch 
Awards is to recognize the positive actions 
of FIU alumni in their profession, commu-
nity and for the University, said Stephanie 
Martinez, the alumni relations’ coordina-
tor of special events.

“The awards honor alumni for their 
accomplishments in the community. They 
have done so much that acknowledging 
their work also brings good publicity for 
the University,” Martinez said.

This year, recipients will receive a glass 
hand-made sculpture of a fl ame during the 
ceremony as a symbol of their success.

Among the most prestigious of the 
awards presented at the Gala is the Charles 
E. Perry Visionary Award, which is always 
presented to an alumnus or alumna who 
has made great strides in the early stages 
of his or her career. 

This year’s recipient of the Charles E. 
Perry award is David M. Callejo Perez, 
who completed his undergraduate studies 
in 1993, and then returned to FIU to earn 
a doctorate degree in education in 2000. 
He is currently an assistant professor at 
the department of theory and practice 
at West Virginia University and is being 
recognized for starting many educational 
programs at the university. 

Danny Pino, who graduated in 1995 
from the School of Arts and Architecture 
will be receiving the 2006 Distinguished 
Award for that school because of his 
achievements which include a role in the 
movie The Lost City, directed by fellow 
former FIU student Andy Garcia, and for 
his TV show “Cold Case.”

“He is one of the most distinguished 
alumni in this year’s ceremony,” Marti-
nez said.

Other awards include the FIU Service 
Award, Community Leadership Award 
and the Outstanding Achievement Award, 
among others.

After graduating, students usually keep 
their respective departments informed of 
their achievements or in other cases, the 
department tracks alumni work through 
the media, and departments base their 
nominations on this, Martinez said.

Each individual school and college 

AWARDS, page 2

ART FUSION

SOCIAL ART: “Aesthetics and Values,” an art exhibition presented by students from the Honors College, will be showing at the 
second fl oor gallery at Green Library until April 18. Students analyzed the social dialogue of art for several months under the 
guidance of professor and artist John Bailly before producing their pieces. A reception will take place April 4 at 5 p.m., and a 
discussion by Miami artist Xavier Cortada will take place April 11 at 12:30 p.m.

FERNANDO GARCIA/THE BEACON

COFFEE, page 2

NEW FLAVOR: The Green Library coffee vendor Java City will be replaced by 
Starbucks next Fall. Starbucks’ plan includes building a table area at the library’s 
entrance. For detailed plans, see page 2.

CHRIS CUTRO/THE BEACON
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NEWSFLASH
FIU

FIU professors work to improve Colombian 
judicial branch

Two FIU professors are heading a team working 
to change the fl ow and accuracy of the justice system 
in Colombia.

FIU’s Center for the Administration of Justice is 
working on implementing a new criminal procedures 
code and switching from paper to electronic record 
keeping throughout the entire country.

One of the professors involved is Victor Uribe, an 
FIU law and history professor who moved to Colombia 
to head the project. The other professor is Luis Salas, 
CAJ Director.

The project is being funded by a $20.5 million grant 
from the U.S. Agency for International Development.

Brazilian singer, composer to discuss personal 
music experiences

Renowned Brazilian musician Gilberto Gil is sched-
uled to discuss his life in the world of music March 
30 at 2 p.m.

The event will take place in Green Library, room 
100, and is being presented by the Latin American 
and Caribbean Center and the Intercultural Dance 
and Music Institute in cooperation with The Rhythm 
Foundation and the Carnival Center for the Perform-
ing Arts.

The event is free and open to the public although a 
ticket is required for entry. Doors open at 1 p.m. and 
no one will be admitted after 1:50 p.m.

For more information, contact 305-348-2894 or visit 
http://lacc.fi u.edu. 

Employee Recognition Awards nomination 
deadline fast approaching

This year’s Employee Recognition Awards cer-
emony will be held May 3, but the nomination deadline 
is fast approaching. 

Nominations must be given to Shanequa Fleming 
in the Division of Human Resources, Organization 
Development and Learning, in CSC 1146, no later than 
March 30 by 5 p.m. to be eligible for consideration.

Award recipients will be judged on how well they 
adhere to the University’s mission, vision and values, 
according to the awards criteria. 

For more information or instructions on how to 
submit nominations, call 305-348-3206 or visit www.
fi u.edu/hr.

– Compiled by Betsy Martinez

Starbucks to off er more options

The Beacon is published on Mon-
days and Thursdays during the 
Fall and Spring semesters and once 
a week during Summer B. One 
copy per person. Additional copies 
are 25 cents. The Beacon is not 
responsible for the content of ads. 
Ad content is the sole responsibil-
ity of the company or vendor. The 
Beacon is an editorially indepen-
dent newspaper partially funded 
by sudent and services fees that 
are appropriated by Student Gov-
ernment.
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nominates and selects their 
respective distinguished 
alumni award recipient and 
applications are accepted 
for a two-month period. 
Then the nominees are 
announced to the Uni-
versity and to the com-
munity.

Once the nominations 
are completed, the commit-
tee is charged with the task 
of obtaining sponsorship 
for the event and in select-
ing of the recipients for 

fi ve of the six categories. 
C y n t h i a  D i e n s t a g , 

Alumni Association Board 
director, served this year 
as the chair of the award’s 
nominating committee, 
said Jennifer Restrepo, 
assistant director for Spe-
cial Events & Outreach 
in the Office of Alumni 
Relations.

In addition, this year, 

the Torch Awards Gala 
includes the special guest 
per formance  by  Andy 
Señor Jr., an FIU School 
of Theater alumnus.

Señor will be singing 
while accompanied by 
the sounds of a Latin jazz 
band.

Tickets for the event 
are $100 and all proceeds 
will go towards the FIU 

Scholarship Fund for the 
two awards given by the
Alumni Association: the 
Panther Pride Scholarship
and the Legacy Scholar-
ship.

The awards will start 
at 6:30 p.m. and will take 
place in the Graham Center 
Ballrooms.

For more information
go to www.torch.fi u.edu.

AWARDS, page 1

FLOOR PLANS: Starbucks will open its new location at University Park’s Green 
Library next Fall. Plans include a seating area and a bigger working space. 

PROVIDED BY JONATHAN GARCIA TO THE BEACON

Annual awards recognize alumni

cakes, even if it’s more expensive. 
Plus Starbucks has more atmo-
sphere,” Alley said, who admits she 
isn’t a big coffee drinker.

Besides generating a better return 
for the University, Garcia said that 
Starbucks is being added because 
Student Government Association 
members on the selection committee 
requested the change during Ara-
marks 2005 contract renegotiation 
with the University.

“This was among one of the many 
things students requested like the 
Bustelo Café, pizza, sushi, a new stu-
dent lounge area and Gracie’s Grill,” 
Garcia said. 

Although Starbucks’s prices 
maybe more expensive than Java 
City’s prices, many students believe 
that it is worth paying the higher 
price.

“I never heard of Java City,” junior 
Jackie Gadea said. “I prefer Starbucks 
over any other coffee.”

Despite the increased price of a 
cup of coffee at Starbucks, Garcia 

said that this in-house venue will 
emulate street pricing.

“A cup of coffee at Starbucks on 
the street whether you go to Miracle 
Mile or you go down 8th Street; the 

pricing will be the same here,” he 
said. “Aramark doesn’t want the
students to feel that they are not get-
ting the same value they can get in 
the street.”

COFFEE, page 1
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New center aims to turn students into better writers
NICOLE ACOSTA AND 

CRISTELA GUERRA 
Beacon Staff

Students within the School of 
Journalism and Mass Communica-
tion will now have the chance to hone 
their writing skills with the opening 
of the school’s new writing center.

Dikla Vazana, a junior majoring 
in advertising, said the writing center, 
which opened its doors March 1 at the 
Biscayne Bay Campus, is a necessity 
for communications students that was 
long overdue.

“This idea is perfect and should 
have been thought up a long time 
ago,” Vazana said. “Writing is such 
an important aspect of any com-
munications major and it really is 
the foundation which will build our 
future careers. Writing will make or 
break you and this center will provide 
us with information we can actually 
use to advance in the future.”

The $150,000 Scripps Howard 
Foundation grant will be distributed 
evenly over the course of three years 
to the center, which is located in room 
303 of Academic II. The grant will 
provide students with free one-on-
one tutoring, small group workshops, 
literary resources and a weekly online 
chat room, according to a press 
release on the SJMC website.

The editing and coaching sup-
port within the center will come 
from SJMC instructors and graduate 
students, although the only tutors 
currently working with the center 
are Neil Reisner, associate professor 
for the department of journalism and 
broadcasting, and Kate MacMillin, 
adjunct professor for the department 
of journalism and broadcasting.

According to the press release, 
Allan Richards, chair for SJMC, 
said the center will particularly help 
out students who are just beginning 

their SJMC major by working with 
tutors to, “work carefully and slowly 
on a one-on-one level with those 
professionals.”

The grant money will also go 
to the re-stocking of supplies and 
general maintenance. Some of the 
money will also be used to bring in 
professionals within the communi-
cations fi eld to lecture and hold the 
seminars.

“The center is designed to help 
students put grammar into action. 
We are not here to rewrite students’ 
papers. Clients who come to the 
center will be engaged in discussions 
on logic, style and technique. This is 
an exciting new venture for all of us,” 
Richards said in the press release.

Judith Clabes, president and CEO 

THE WRITE STUFF : Irene Vizcaino, a graduate student within the School of Journalism and Mass Commu-
nication’s Spanish-Language Journalism program, utilizes the school’s new writing center, which opened 
March 1. 

YALIMAR PANELL/THE BEACON

of the Scripps Howard Foundation, 
said all SJMC students can benefi t 
from the writing center.

“You cannot be a good journalist 
if you are not a good writer -- no 
matter whether you are a print jour-
nalist, a Web journalist or a broadcast 
journalist, or a public relations, mar-
keting or advertising professional. 
Your ability to report, to tell stories, 
to spread the truth is directly related 
to your command of the language, 
your ability to communicate clearly 
and your ability to write well,” Clabes 
told The Beacon.

According to Richards, the school 
had two goals, or phases, in mind to 
improve the writing of its students.

The fi rst phase occurred in 2004 
when the SJMC received a $15 mil-

lion grant to create a revised version 
of the grammar test.  With the grant, 
the test that every SJMC student is 
required to take at least twice in order 
to enter and exit the school, transi-
tioned to an electronic version.

The second phase, “would focus 
on the technical aspect…such draw-
ing on the building blocks of grammar 
but now emphasizing the writing,” 
Richards said in an interview.

In October 2006, Clabes realized 
the organization’s goal by contribut-
ing to help SJMC improve its writ-
ing. According to Clabes, The E.W. 
Scripps Company, the foundation’s 
parent company, has networks in 
Florida, such as the Naples Daily 
News and WPTV, Channel 5, in West 
Palm Beach.

“These interests grew out of [the
foundation’s] strategic decision to 
invest more resources in schools with 
signifi cant Hispanic student enroll-
ment,” Clabes said.

As a result of the foundation’s 
contacts and interest in Hispanic 
student enrollment, Clabes visited 
Richards’ classrooms last fall. Rich-
ards then came up with the idea of a 
writing center for SJMC, pitched it 
to Clabes and she decided to invest 
in the idea.

MacMillin, aside from serving
as a tutor for the center, is also in 
charge of the center and appoint-
ments. She said the center is not a 
“quick fi x center,” but rather a place 
where students can take their time to 
think about and discuss their writing 
outside of class.

“Most serious writers would like 
to have a conversation about their
writing outside of the classroom. It’s 
not easy for all students to speak out 
in class, and it’s not always possible
for an instructor to have a lengthy 
conversation with a student about 
their work in a 45 minute class,” 
MacMillin said.

Vazana said the center is some-
thing all SJMC students need in order 
to become better writers.

“It will resolve any doubts we 
may have about our own writing 
skills. We understand that we will not 
be taught how to write all over again 
but we will focus on our strengths 
which will ultimately help us become 
the best communicators we possibly 
can,” Vazana said.

The center’s hours are Mondays 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. 
to 3:30 p.m., Tuesdays 11-1:30 
Wednesdays 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
and Thursdays 12 p.m. to 2 p.m.  
For more information or to make an 
appointment, e-mail MacMillin at 
macmilli@fi u.edu.

Director Spike Lee discusses New Orleans documentary
CARLA ST. LOUIS

Staff Writer

When fi lm director Spike Lee created his 
HBO documentary When the Levees Broke: 
A Requiem in Four Acts, he wanted to show 
the actual struggle Hurricane Katrina victims 
experienced “through his lens.” 

“It was a very painful experi-
ence to see my fellow American 
citizens, the majority of them 
African-Americans, in the dire 
situations they were in. And I was 
outraged with the slow response 
of the federal government,” Lee 
said in an interview with www.
hbo.com.

This point of view will be the 
basis of Lee’s lecture when he visits 
the Biscayne Bay Campus  April 4.

FlU’s Lectures Committee is so hopeful 
that their scheduled Spike Lee lecture, An 
Evening with Spike Lee: America Through 
My Lens, is going to be a success that they 
are spending over $35,000 in order to pub-
licize it.

Campus Life and Orientation’s Graduate 
Assistant, Jason Ingrao, who is part of the 
committee organizing the event, feels Spike 

LEE

Lee is relevant to the FIU community. 
“Every university wants to bring a speaker 

who represents contemporary issues and cur-
rent affairs in today’s society. We certainly 
feel [Lee] will be a good image of this,” 
Ingrao said.

The committee was able to schedule Lee 
as a speaker through the American 
Programming Bureau, which is an 
organization that aids in booking 
guest speakers.

According to Zach Trautenberg, 
the chairperson of the lecture com-
mittee, Lee’s appeal is not limited 
to his career. 

“He’s not your typical, laid-back 
lecturer. He’s going to be very out-
going and assertive; he’s not going 
to be boring,” Trautenberg said. 

The lecture is organized by the Lectures 
Committee which is comprised of members 
from the Student Government Association, 
Student Programming Council, and Student 
Organizations Council, and student and staff 
volunteers.

The School of Journalism and Mass Com-
munication is also collaborating by aiding in 
promotions and advertisements. 

During his career, Lee has held many titles 

including writer, director, actor, producer, 
author and entrepreneur. 

“[He] could apply to a wide range of 
students by discussing his fi lm career and 
diversity,” Trautenberg said. 

Besides discussing the documentary, others 
hope  Lee will bring up his usual commentar-
ies on political and social issues.

“[Lee] is one of the pioneering African-
American directors and is known for his social 
commentary; [his work] should inspire discus-
sion from our students and community,” said 
Rafael Zapata, assistant director of Campus 
Life and Orientation.

The majority of Lee’s movies have focused 
on racially charged topics, such as his movies 
Malcolm X and Do the Right Thing. 

Born Shelton Jackson Lee, the director is 
regarded as one of today’s premier American 
fi lmmakers, according to the American Pro-
gramming Bureau, which provided a press 

release to FIU.
The committee expects a turn-out of at 

least 600 attendees for this event, according 
to Zapata.

 “Many entities have collaborated to 
ensure that attendance to this event will be at 
its maximum potential. We are hopeful that 
there will be no empty seats left in the room,” 
Ingrao said.

Trautenberg said the lecture will be adver-
tised in local publications via e-mail to all 
FIU students and to the fi lm departments at 
the University of Miami and Miami-Dade
College.

The event will be held at 7 p.m. in the Wolfe
University Ballroom. Tickets are currently 
being distributed in WUC 141, in room 340 
of University Park’s Graham Center, and in 
the Broward Pines Center in room 101. The
event is free and open to FIU students and 
the public.

Every university wants to bring a speaker who represents 
contemporary issues and current affairs in today’s society. 
We certainly feel [Lee] will be a good image of this. 

            ““ Jason Ingrao, Campus Life and Orientation’s Graduate Assistant



Coke should be kicked off  campus

 

OPINION
C. Joel Marino Editor in Chief • Christopher Necuze Production Manager • Chris Cabral Opinion Editor

New Starbucks: a good 
idea gets a bad location

Making good on students’ 
requests for better coffee on 
campus, Aramark, the com-
pany responsible for all food 
vending on the University Park 
campus, is replacing the small 
Java City booth on the first 
fl oor of the Green Library with 
a big Starbucks. Student gov-
ernment requested the change 
– along with adding pizza, 
sushi and a Café Bustelo venue 
in the Graham Center – during 
Aramark’s 2005 contract rene-
gotiation with FIU.

S o m e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e 
expressed their discontent with 
the change, arguing that they 
prefer buying their coffee at 
smaller, privately owned coffee 
shops over large, corporate 
chains like Starbucks. There 
are two holes in that argument, 
though: for one thing, Java City 
isn’t a small, local shop. Like 
Starbucks, it’s also a large, cor-
porate chain with locations in 
several countries. It’s just not 
as successful – or ubiquitous 
– as its competitor. Besides, the 
argument for supporting local 
coffee shops usually goes that 
the local joints are quainter and 
homier, and that they’re, well, 
better. Java City, or at least the 
one in the Green Library, is nei-
ther. The Java City locations at 
both UP and the Biscayne Bay 
Campus are stark and generic, 
not quaint and cozy. And as far 
as quality goes, the Java City 
in the library offers a meager 
selection and is closed half the 
time. It’s no wonder students 
asked that it be replaced.

In contrast, it’s a sure bet that 
the Starbucks that’s replacing it 
will have no shortage of double 
mocha grande skim chai lattes. 

Hopefully, it will also be open 
longer and more consistently 
than the vendor it’s replacing.

That said, the new Starbucks 
isn’t exactly a dream come true. 
It’s good that FIU is bringing 
a vendor students like. It’s not 
so good they’re doing that by 
planting the mammoth franchise 
in the middle of the library’s 
main fl oor. Whoever cooked up 
that idea seems to have forgot-
ten it’s a library we’re dealing 
with here, not a strip mall.

Once the Starbucks is built, 
the fi rst thing students will see 
when they walk into the library 
is a hulking beast of a coffee 
shop. Blueprints for the venue 
estimate its size at just under 
1,400 square feet. To get to the 
escalator – you know, to go up 
where the books are – will mean 
a trek around the venue. For a 
library, a smaller, less obtrusive, 
more discreet venue would 
have been more appropriate. A 
Starbucks just as big and fl ashy 
could still be a good idea, just 
not smack in the middle of the 
first floor. There’s a covered 
patio area just outside the library 
where the Starbucks could have 
fi t just fi ne, without subverting 
the library’s primary purpose. 

Finally, it’s not clear that UP 
really needs a third coffee shop, 
especially so close to the other 
two places on campus. There’s 
already a Starbucks in the Book-
store and a Café Bustelo in GC. 
Both are a two-minute walk 
from the library at worst. Given 
that a large coffee shop could be 
potentially disruptive for those 
students who actually go to the 
library to study, Aramark would 
have done well to put the new 
Starbucks elsewhere.
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Letters to the Editor must be dropped off  in GC 210 at 
University Park, WUC 124 at the Biscayne Bay Campus 
or sent to beaconopinion@yahoo.com. Letters must 
include the writer’s full name, year in school, major/
department and a valid phone number for verifi cation 
purposes. The Beacon reserves the right to edit letters for 
clarity and/or spacing constraints. Letters must adhere to 
a maximum of 300 words.

SEND US YOUR LETTERS

GRAPHIC BY JON ROBERTS/THE BEACON

JOSE PAGLIERY
Staff Writer

Given that Florida Interna-
tional University holds one of the 
highest Hispanic populations in 
the country at 56 percent, it may 
be surprising to fi nd that such 
little attention has yet been given 
to the movement that seeks to rid 
Coca Cola as the sole proprietor 
of soft drinks on campus, but that 
may soon change.

The “Killer Coke” campaign, 
led by United Students Against 
Sweatshops, sheds light on alle-
gations of human rights abuses 
in Colombia, an issue that at 
fi rst glance seems to affect Latin 
Americans abroad.

But despite efforts over recent 
months to promote awareness, 
some students have seemed 
comatose to the issue at hand. 

No questioning, no responses, 
no pulse. There has existed little 
debate on either side outside 
USAS itself, much to the surprise 
of those who expect FIU to be 
a spearhead with international 
issues that relate to our neighbors 
in the southern hemisphere.

The cause of the silence is dis-
appointing, as many have placed 
USAS alongside senseless activ-
ist groups searching for attention 
without reading the material. 
However, the group may have 
something here.

The claims against  Coke 
show a degree of legitimacy. 
As reported by the American 
Anthropological Association 
in 2004, Coke’s bottling plant 
companies have been in collu-

Come to GC 210, WUC 124 and 
fi ll out an application... NOW!

sion with local right-wing para-
militaries with hopes to dissolve 
unionizing of factory workers. 

Hired to assassinate union 
leaders in order to terrorize 
potential union workers, paramil-
itaries have murdered eight union 
leaders and tortured or kidnapped 
hundreds of workers.

Given  tha t  these  p lan t s 
are under Coke’s commercial 
umbrella, many in Colombia 
consider the company respon-
sible for the implementation of 
lethal force. 

Surprisingly, Coke refuses to 
allow for independent investi-
gations of their bottling plants, 
forcing groups like the AAA to 
conduct secret interviews with 
workers who are put at risk by 
speaking to them in the first 
place.

In response, Coca Cola was 
removed from the Broad Market 
Social Index of KLD Research 
and Analytics Inc. on ethical 
grounds. 

The highly respected TIAA-
CREF, a $380 billion fi nancial 
services group, then banned 
the company from their Social 
Choice Account.

To call USAS “radicals” as 
some have is a misnomer. The 
issue at hand shows a measure of 
validity – making SGA’s refusal 
to give the issue suffi cient atten-
tion even worse.

Despite continuous efforts 
on the group’s part to work with 
SGA, much has failed. Both 
agreed to form a joint committee 
to investigate the claims, but the 
few representatives who agreed 

to assist the group have shown 
little interest in the matter.  

Considering the signifi cance 
of the claims against the com-
pany that provides all of FIU’s 
soft drinks, one would hope the 
matter would be given much 
more consideration.

But while University adminis-
trators have yet to pay attention 
to the issue at hand, it is SGA 
who holds the responsibility to 
help students communicate with 
those in charge–something not 
being done. 

Despite a 600-signature peti-
tion and multiple public presen-
tations, USAS has yet to meet 
with administrators. 

Their requests are both fair 
and justifi able: investigate the 
matter, and if something is found, 
make the ethical decision and 
switch soft drink sponsors. 

To say that switching spon-
sors takes away the consumer’s 
freedom of choice ignores the 
fact that there was no freedom to 
begin with – FIU is a Coca-Cola 
campus.

But the time to deal with this 
issue in an acceptable manner 
is running out. Trying various 
channels of communication, the 
group has found nothing but a 
dial tone on each. 

They have been wai t ing 
patiently for months, but push-
ing against the current has been 
wearing their patience thin. It 
may be in the interest of admin-
istrators to deal with the issue 
before it lands on their doorstep, 
and it is SGA’s responsibility to 
bring them the message.
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Franklin Hopkins has been a resident of 
Southwest Dade for several years. A couple 
years back, the retired Hopkins had decided 
one steamy July morning to run some 
errands in his brand new 2005 Dodge – it 
was his 69th birthday, after all. Upon turn-
ing the corner on SW 128 Street he noticed 
a car in his rearview mirror approaching him 
too quickly for comfort. Hopkins observed 
the car swerve off of the road, pass him on 
his right (in the grass, no less) and swerve 
back in front of him before colliding with 
oncoming traffi c. Hopkins attempted to 
brake, but it was too late, and the impact 
ruined the front of his car – and most likely 
his birthday. 

What’s worse is that I ruined his car, 
along with damaging two others in the 

Club crunches
more than
just numbers

LUCIA SASTRE
Contributing Writer

Just around this time every year, many 
professional accountants put in overtime to 
crunch numbers from the past tax season. 
The Accounting Association at FIU, how-
ever, aims to keep this energy year-round.

 “Joining the AA is like having a full-time
job with all the benefi ts that will last for 
life,” said member Vanessa Coronado.

Created in 1986, primarily for account-
ing, fi nance or MIS majors, the AA focuses 
on enhancing leadership skills as well as 
promoting constant involvement in the
campus and the community.

For instance, the club conducts mock 
interviews every semester, which, accord-
ing to president Krystel Ramos, is a helpful
tool for students’ performance when seeking 
employment.

“These mock interviews facilitate a 
student’s chances into getting the job they 
want,” Ramos said.

Furthermore, once a year, selected 
members of AA are given the choice to 
travel to different parts of the country in 
order to attend the Association of Latino 

ACCOUNTING, page 6IMPACT, page 6

process. 
Impact is a word we throw around to 

express anything from painful dentistry 
to our philosophies about our personal 
responsibilities in this world. In my case, 
impact was at 30 mph and I wasn’t wearing 
a seatbelt. 

So, in turn, I broke both my legs (techni-
cally, my right ankle was shattered and my 
left tibia was fractured near the severed liga-
ments in my knee). But, this isn’t a heroine 
story about learning to walk, although it’s 
true what they say, it’s much harder the 
second time. And it isn’t one about seatbelt 
safety, even though one would have been 
useful, in retrospect. As for fi nding Jesus, 
I’m closer to fi nding Jimmy Hoffa.

In college, expanding your knowledge 
– or taking one too many philosophy classes 
– can make you question your very exis-
tence. Do I matter? Does anything matter? 
Why am I here? Will I be remembered? 
Usually epiphanies aren’t immediate.

To me there are two forms of impact. 
The fi rst is the way your actions – even 
in an instant – can affect your future and 
how that momentary judgment, or lapse 

of said judgment, can mark your place in 
someone’s memory forever.

Personal accountability is a concept 
closely tied with this. Thanks to my own 
guilt, not to mention my mother’s daily 
reminders for the three months I was bed-
ridden, I was aware of the consequences 
to my actions. Bills piled up, I no longer 
had a job or a car and was a year behind in 
my studies. 

As for my impact on others, my recovery 
had consumed my then-boyfriend’s life. In 
addition, my mother’s insurance rates sky-
rocketed, my absence had opened up two 
jobs in the market and the loss of my car 
– the black Honda civic named Gary Cole-
man – had lowered gas emissions for a split 
second. Granted, this is taking it to some-
what of an extreme; I know I had at least 
ruined roughly $25,000 worth of cars.

As one transitions into adulthood, the 
accountability factor is crucial to maturity. 
Without it, the “I didn’t do it” attitude takes 
over. 

For some, however, the concept could 

Student refl ects beyond the rear-view mirror
MY LIFE! EXPERIENCE
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SATURDAY • MARCH 31

SUNDAY •APRIL 1 

THURSDAY • MARCH 29

WHAT: GSA Gradskellers
WHEN: 6 p.m.
WHERE: Gracie’s Grill
HOW MUCH: Free

WHAT: Arnez J performs
WHEN: 8:30 p.m.
WHERE: The Miami Improv (3390 
Mary Street , Suite 182)
HOW MUCH: $21.40

WHAT: Miami-Dade County Fair
WHEN: 3 p.m. – 1 a.m.
WHERE: Tamiami Park
HOW MUCH: $8

FRIDAY • MARCH 30

WHAT: SPC Films presents The Pursuit 
of Happyness
WHEN: 7 p.m., 10 p.m.
WHERE: GC 140
HOW MUCH: Free

WHAT: Arnez J
WHEN: 8:30 p.m., 10:45 p.m.
WHERE: The Miami Improv (3390 
Mary Street , Suite 182)
HOW MUCH: $23.54

WHAT: Miami-Dade County Fair
WHEN: 3 p.m. – 1 a.m.
WHERE: Tamiami Park
HOW MUCH: $8

WHAT: Comedian Lewis Black performs
WHEN: 8 p.m.
WHERE: University Center Arena at NSU 
(3301 College Ave)
HOW MUCH: $75 and up

WHAT: Deadstar Assembly performs
WHEN: 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: Culture Room (3045 N Federal 
Hwy)
HOW MUCH: $10

WHAT: Arnez J performs
WHEN: 7:45 p.m., 10 p.m., 11:59 p.m.
WHERE: The Miami Improv (3390 Mary 
Street , Suite 182)
HOW MUCH: $23.54

WHAT: Miami-Dade County Fair
WHEN: 3 p.m. – 1 a.m.
WHERE: Tamiami Park
HOW MUCH: $8

WHAT: Arnez J performs
WHEN: 8:30 p.m.
WHERE: The Miami Improv (3390 Mary 
Street, Suite 182)
HOW MUCH: $21.40

WHAT: Exxxotica adult industry convention
WHEN: 12 p.m.
WHERE: Miami Beach Convention Center 
(1900 Convention Center Drive)
HOW MUCH: $25

WHAT: Miami-Dade County Fair
WHEN: 3 p.m. – 1 a.m.
WHERE: Tamiami Park
HOW MUCH: $8
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Accounting Association enhances business skills

Professionals in Finance 
and Accounting National 
Convention.

“In these conventions, 
students learn leadership 
skills and the art of public 
speaking. They get to meet 
with professional entrepre-
neurs and successful fi rms, 
which helps them obtain an 
insight of the real world,” 
Ramos said.

 Recently, the AA reached 
a goal of establishing a 
branch of ALPFA National 
Honor Society at FIU.

“It is truly remarkable 
that we were able to create 
the only Hispanic honors 
society for business in 
America. The involvement 
and dedication that it takes 
teaches you life lessons that 
cannot be found anywhere 
else,” said president of 
ALPFA for the Miami chap-
ter Zameer Uphdya.

Although budget issues 
might seem like an issue 
due to the multiple activi-
ties taking place, according 
to Uphdya, there is no need 
to worry because a scholar-
ship is granted to a student 
every semester.

“The AA member that is 
most fl exible and involved 
will most likely be nomi-
nated,” Uphdya said. “Last 
semester four students were 
nominated and the money 
was shared between the 
members. It was something 
we’ve never done before 
because usually only one 
member gets the money, but 
then again being in the AA 

ACCOUNTING, page 5

Taking responsibility aids healing process

be scary. Admitting accountability takes 
the person one step closer to having to 
deny ever feeling victimized. 

If the person is able to control his 
or her own actions, then it’s certainly 
possible to control happiness, success 
and his or her part in a healthy relation-
ship. 

This can also be frightening when 
one comes to the realization that there 
is truly no one to count on but yourself 
and that we all are born and die alone. 
Ok, another extreme, but my point is 
made. 

This is an approach I now take to 

daily life, if only for the fact that I con-
tinue to feel the repercussions of that 
2-year-old event. I still can’t afford a 
working car, which helped my college 
career move at a snail’s pace. 

And my legs, well, they’re screwed 
– literally.

With that said, I think it’s important 

to make those four or fi ve signifi cant 
relationships in your life count. Your 
impact on them insures your exis-
tence. 

As for the periphery people in your 
life, it’s important to consider them for 
karma’s sake. I’ll probably send Hop-
kins a 71st birthday card this year.   

IMPACT, page 5
    To me there are two forms of impact. The fi rst 

is the way your actions – even in an instant – can 
affect your future and how that momentary judgment, 
or lapse of said judgment, can mark your place in 
someone’s memory forever. 

helps us come up with solu-
tions to any problem.”

Events, such as the Stu-
dent Organizations Council 
Club Fair and Business 
Industry Night aim to give 
attendees a positive outlook 
on their job search and pre-
pare them for competition 
among fi rms.

The club offers chances 
for members to meet with 
prospective members at the 
beginning of each semester. 
An event called the Back to 
School Bash is held in the 
fall and the ALPFA Annual 
Convention, their next big 
event, will be held Aug. 
4 - 8.

In business, communica-

tion between members is 
important, even in unlikely 
locales. For that purpose, 
volleyball tournaments are 
held in order to build stron-
ger relationships within the 
group.

“Although you wouldn’t 
really associate volleyball 
to business, it is a great 
way for us to come together 
in a totally different envi-
ronment. Every year in 
these tournaments, we dis-
cover something new about 
each other’s personalities,” 
Uphdya said. The next vol-
leyball tournament will be 
held April 28.

The AA meets Fridays 
at 6 p.m. in the Graham 

Center, room 314. During 
these meetings, important 
firms and executives are 
invited to introduce intern-
ships and advice on the 
industry.

On Friday, March 30 
at 6 p.m., Grant Thornton 
International, one of the 
world’s largest accounting 
firms, will be making a 
presentation. Anyone that 
wants to join is welcomed 
to attend.  

If you have any ques-
tions or concerns regarding 
the AA, information can 
be found at www.fiu.edu/
~actassoc. This website 
also includes applications 
and contact information.
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many American movies, and we read the 
subtitles,” Tomic said.

After graduating from UALR in 1999 
with a degree in health education, she was 
an assistant coach for six years at UALR, an 
assistant coach in Louisiana State University 
for two years until fi lling the head coaching 
job at FIU in 2005.

As head coach she needed an assistant, 
so she hired fellow 
Croatian and UALR 
a l u m n a ,  Ta n j a 
Eckart. They were 
both teammates at 
UALR, but their 
fr iendship goes 
back to Croatia. 

Eckart had looked up to Tomic in Croatia 
as a player, and told her that she too wanted 
to go to the United States. Tomic promised 
she would call Eckart when she reached the 
United States. One year later, Tomic and 
Eckart were e-mailing each other consis-
tently.

“She was my first mentor, sister and 
coach throughout college,” Eckart said. “She 
keeps her word.”

Tomic said experience at UALR shaped 
her into the coach she is today. UALR’s 
volleyball head coach, Von Compton, was 
Tomic’s fi rst female coach. She had always 
been coached by men throughout her whole 
career. Tomic says Compton was also the 
fi rst coach, who wanted her to graduate and 
who cared about her as a person.
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JOBS

CLASSIFIEDS

Sitters Wanted. Average $10 per hour. Register free for jobs near campus or home 
www.student-sitters.com

Easy work near FIU conducting telephone surveys. NO SALES. Work eves./week-
ends. No experience necessary. We train. Call 305-553-9828.

Summer Jobs- Receive contact information now for summer employment at US 
National Parks, Western Dude Ranches and Theme Parks. You must apply early. 
www.summerjobs-research.org

BASEBALL

Third baseman Bryan 
Pullin’s first  inning 
home run against Troy 
March 25 gave him 
251 career hits – a new 
school record. Adding 
to the record-breaking 
night, the Golden Pan-
thers defeated the Troy 
Trojans 9-1. 

Pullin tied Dennis 
Diaz’s al l- t ime hits 
record with a homerun 
in the eighth inning to 
help the Golden Pan-
thers defeat Troy 9-1 on 
March 24.

The Golden Panthers 
were able to sweep Troy 
as they lost the first 
game of the series. 

Freshman pitcher 
Cory Polizzano was 

named Sun Belt Confer-
ence Pitcher of the week 
for his eight-inning outing 
against Troy on March 23. 

TENNIS

The No. 29 Golden Pan-
thers (13-4) picked up their 
seventh straight win after 
defeating Boston Univer-
sity 7-0 on March 25.

FOOTBALL

Heading in to spring 
practice, coach Mario Cris-
tobal made his fi nal hires to 
complete his staff. Former 
Villanova assistant coach 
Apollo Wright was hired 
to coach special teams. 
While coaching at Villa-
nova for  six years, Wright 
helped develop Philadel-
phia running back Brian 
Westbrook.

Tomic goes beyond the 
norm to show she cares TRACK AND FIELD

Junior Miquel Rios-
Torres won the men’s 
hammer throw while 
senior Maneka Max-
well finished sixth in 
the women’s 200 meter 
with a time of 23.74 
March 24 at the final 
day of the Walt Disney 
World Invitational at 
Disney’s Wide World of 
Sports Complex. 

To r r e s  w o n  t h e 
hammer with a toss 
of 41.66 meters. The 
men’s  4x400 meter 
relay team came in third 
place. The women came 
in third and fourth in 
the 4x100 and 4x400, 
respectively.

-Compiled by Charlie 
Grau

college transfer. However, 
after one season with the 
Tigers, Allen decided it was 
time to move on.

“I wasn’t 100 percent 
sure where I fi t in at Clem-
son, so I contacted [Golden 
Panthers assistant] coach 
Casas,” he said.

“The more I talked to 
each coach at FIU, the 
more it seemed like a real 
good fi t and a great place 
to play.”

In his fi rst seven starts 
this season, Allen is hold-
ing steady as a mainstay in 
the Golden Panther starting 
rotation.

“Chris is getting better 
with every start,” senior 
third baseman Bryan Pullin 

the most important people 
in my life,” Allen said. “To 
be able to have an honor 
happen with those kind 
of people around you is 
something real special and 
something that I’m hoping 
to experience again.”

Allen ultimately ended 
up honing his skills at 
Lake-Sumter  Commu-
nity College, where he 
earned Academic All-Sun 
Coast Conference honors 
in 2004.

After shoulder surgery, 
he transferred to Clem-
son where Tigers head 
coach Jack Leggett had 
high hopes for the junior 

Strong outing against Rutgers 
earns Allen weekly award

said. “He should be our 
‘Mr. Friday Night’ guy. We
need him.”

With Sun Belt Confer-
ence action heating up, 
Allen keeps a modest and 
focused attitude approach-
ing one game at a time.  

“You can’t go about it 
any other way,” Allen said.
“You are only as good as 
your last game. I just have 
to perform and do my best 
to help this team.”  

If Allen can build upon 
starts like the performance
against Rutgers and become 
“Mr. Friday Night” against
Sun Belt Conference oppo-
nents, then success is in 
store for the Golden Pan-
thers baseball team.
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THIS WEEKEND IN FIU SPORTS
MARCH

30
MARCH

31
APRIL

1
Ryder Florida Women’s Collegiate 

Golf Championship 
Miami Lakes, FL

Baseball vs. Louisiana-
Lafayette (7 p.m.)
University Park

Home games in bold

Tennis vs. Stetson (11 a.m.)
University Park

Baseball vs. Louisiana-Lafayette 
(1 p.m.)

University Park

Softball vs. North Texas 
(2 p.m.)

Denton, TX *  Conference game

Baseball vs. Louisiana-Lafayette
(1 p.m.)

University Park

Softball vs. North Texas
(2 p.m.)

Denton, TX

Are you undecided? 
WE CAN HELP!

Become a Healthcare Practitioner
•Acupuncture Physicians Program in only 36 months

•Massage Therapy Program in only 7 1/2 months
For more information call 305-595-9500

Acupuncture & Massage College
10506 N. Kendall Dr.

Miami, FL 33176
www.amcollege.edu

Summer teaching positions with the Institute 
offer the opportunity to:

-Earn more then $6000 during the summer.

-Gain over 500 hours of  teacher-training 

 and teaching experience with a variety of  age groups.

Submit an on-line application and learn more about 
teaching for our Institute at:

http://www.readingprograms.org/teachingjobs/

We hire people who:

• Have strong reading skills and read for pleasure

• Are responsible and hard working

• Have good communication and 

   organization skills

• Will be patient and supportive with students

• Have regular access to a reliable car

“She helped me develop my coaching 
philosophy,” Tomic said. As FIU’s head 
coach, Tomic has made an effort to show 
her players that she does care about them. 
Setter Keila Oliveira’s mother is suffering 
her second battle with cancer. 

Oliveira supports her mother, who lives 
in Brazil, fi nancially. Aware of the prob-
lem, Tomic helped organize a volleyball 
tournament, that will help raise money for 
Oliveira’s mother cancer treatment. The 

tournament is set to take place on April 14 
at the Pharmed Arena.

“Last semester and this semester has been 
the most diffi cult time of my life and she has 
been a great support,” Oliveira said. “She 
came up with the idea that she could talk to 
some administrators to see if we could do a 
tournament to raise some money.”

Tomic had been trying to organize the 
tournament since last semester. She was 
not allowed to hold the tournament at fi rst, 
but she persisted to seek administrators’ 
approval.

“I encountered many people who didn’t 
believe I would be successful in the next 
level,” Tomic said. “There’s no limit to what 
a person can do, if he or she has a passion 
for it.”

TOMIC, page 8

I had never seen her so skinny. We were 
all so relieved to see each other and I am 
grateful that nobody in my family died.

            ““ Danijela Tomic, women’s volleyball coach

FIU Sports Replay
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Women’s softball swept away at home ‘Mr. Friday’ 
setting his 
sights on the 
big leagues

ROUNDING SECOND: Despite some stellar defense in centerfi eld by Deomni 
Murray (above), it wasn’t enough as Troy swept the Golden Panthers.       

JESSICA MARSHALL/THE BEACON FILE PHOTO
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ADAM WASCH
Contributing Writer

Golden Panther junior pitcher Chris 
Allen’s (1-3) domination of the Rutgers 
Scarlet Knights on March 10 led to him 
being named Sun Belt Pitcher of the Week.
Allen recorded twelve strikeouts, held 
Rutgers to one earned run and became the 
fi rst Golden Panther to pitch a complete 
game since April 
21, 2006.

Allen credits the 
4-2 Golden Pan-
ther victory to the 
team’s defense and 
the coaching staff’s 
unorthodox training 
regimen.

“ I  h a d  g r e a t 
defense behind me, 
and that made my 
job a lot easier,” 
Allen said. “We put in a lot of extra work 
mechanics-wise before the series and the 
coaches had us come in early and do yoga. 
All that is starting to pay off.”

Born in Williamsport, Pa., a mecca for 
little leaguers around the world, Allen has 
found success on every level of baseball. 

Allen fl ourished at South Williamsport 
High School. He was named the Mid-Penn 
Conference Pitcher of the Year during his 
junior and senior years, and he earned fi rst-
team Mid-Penn Conference honors as a
pitcher and catcher in his senior year.  

The accolades bestowed upon Allen 
caught the attention of Major League Base-
ball. The Florida Marlins selected Allen in 
the 45th round in the same 2003 draft that 
produced a crop of young prospects, such 
as Milwaukee Brewers second baseman 
Rickie Weeks and Washington Nationals 
closer Chad Cordero.

“I can’t even put into words how great
a feeling it was to get drafted while at 
home with my parents and my brother, 
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CLAUDE PANOR
Contributing Writer

The Golden Panthers (13-24) were 
swept by the Troy Trojans at University 
Park Stadium March 24-25 in a three-game 
weekend series.

“It was a tough series against a good 
team,” coach Kim Gwydir said. “Our play-
ers competed; they worked very hard. It just 
didn’t go our way this time.” 

TROY 4, FIU 1

In game one of the series, Golden Pan-
thers couldn’t seem to get much going. 

“We were hitting the ball right at them,” 
senior centerfi elder Deomni Murray said. 
“We had some looks, but we just kept on 
hitting the ball right at them.”

The fi rst score of the game came on an 
RBI single to left fi eld by Trojans’ sopho-
more catcher Felicia Hammer that brought 
home senior infi elder Amanda Ragans. Yet 
the low point of the game came in the top of 
the sixth inning when junior pitcher Kerri 
Houck gave up a home run to sophomore 
outfi elder Heidi Johnson of the Trojans. It 
was the only home run Houck gave up in 
the series. Houck gave up 10 hits and four 
runs in seven innings of work.

TROY 2, FIU 1

Rain, wind, more rain and not much 
scoring was the theme of the second game 
of a double header played March 24. Heavy 
clouds appeared to threaten the progress 
of the game approximately every two 
innings. Three short rain delays interrupted 
the game. The last one came in the top of 
the seventh inning, as the game went into 
extra innings.

The Trojans made their mark on the 
scoreboard in the top of the eighth inning. 
Trojan freshman pitcher Rocky Paige 
doubled to left-center and advanced to 
second base. Paige was replaced by a 
sophomore pinch runner, Kim Kelly, who 
later advanced to third on a ground out by 
sophomore catcher Felicia Hammer. Kelly 
later scored on a wild pitch given up by FIU 
sophomore pitcher Penny Eastman. Moore 
advanced to third base and then came home 
and scored on a collision with sophomore 
catcher Suzy Ellquist, which gave the 
Trojans a 2-0 lead. Eastman pitched the 
entire game giving up four hits and two 
runs in the loss.

“Our girls fought and played hard. They put 
it all out on the fi eld,” Gwydir said.

Gwydir said that the rain had no effect on 
her team’s performance.

“This is Miami and this is Miami weather,” 
she said. “And we know and expect this type of 
weather.  Yeah, the delays were in and out, but 
I don’t think that had any affect on our players 
at all. We are use to this type of weather.”

TROY 2, FIU 1

Despite giving up two runs, Houck had 
more success against the Trojans in the fi nal 
game of the series going seven innings and 
allowing two runs.

Senior outfielder Deomni Murray had 
several highlight moments in this game, one 
of them being a sensational defensive play in 
which she chased down a hanging pop fl y all 
the way from her position in deep centerfi eld 
to the shallow infi eld near second base. 

“ I am a very aggressive player,” Murray 
said. “On that particular play I saw the ball 
hanging in the air, and I knew I could get 
it, so I called for it and caught it.”

She also added a stolen base to her 
team-leading 18 stolen bases. Desiree Fink 
had a triple in the game, but was later put 
out on base by the Trojans catcher.

Despite the sweep, Murray and other 
teammates think that things are beginning 
to fall in place for the team.

“Keep on being aggressive and things 
will start falling for us,” Murray said. “All 
we have to do is go out there and continue 
to execute, continuing working hard just 
as we have been doing.” Coach Gwydir 
hopes the next time both teams meet, they 
will fl ip fl op on the box score.

“Our plan is to face them again and 
to knock them out of the tournament,” 
she said.

ALLEN

SERGIO BONILLA
Asst. Sports Editor

Society has frowned upon her 
being a professional athlete, her 
family was torn apart by war, and 
she managed to adapt to a new for-
eign land she now calls home. Yet 
women’s volleyball coach Danijela  
Tomic still kept her passion for the 
game she loved.

“Volleyball was always my pas-
sion,” Tomic said. “I remember the 
fi rst time I saw a volleyball team 
and from that moment I knew that 
was what I wanted to do.”

Tomic began her career as a vol-
leyball player in Kakanj, Bosnia-
Herzegovina. Her success during 

her time playing in junior clubs led 
her to be invited to play for a more 
prestigious team located in Croatia. 
The team was in an elite league 
called the First National League, 
and Tomic was invited to join when 
she was 16 years-old.

She left the small hometown of 
Kakanj on her own, but her parents 
believed their teenage daughter 
could live on her own.

“My parents trusted I was 
mature enough to finish high 
school while playing for the best 
club in Croatia,” she said.

Tomic’s decision to leave her 
hometown was also infl uenced by 
her desire to study physical educa-
tion. Although Croatia provided 

more educational opportunities 
than her hometown of Kakanj, 
Tomic’s education would be lim-
ited by staying in Europe. 

In Europe, athletics and aca-
demics are two separate entities. 
Europe’s schools do not pro-
vide athletic programs for stu-
dents. Therefore, young athletes 
participating in sports clubs are 
discouraged from receiving an 
education.

“It’s not in their [sports clubs] 
interest for athletes to go to school,” 
Tomic said. “They don’t care about 
your academics.”

During her playing career in  
Croatia, the political situation in 
Bosnia would leave her family sep-

arated in four different cities. The 
Bosnian War of 1993 destroyed the 
lines of communication between 
Tomic and her family. Her mother 
and sister were in Bosnia, her 
father and sister were in Croatia 
and her brother was in another 
region of Croatia.

They were not able to see each 
other for one year, but they were 
fortunate to be able to send letters 
to each other and talk on the phone 
once a week. 

Tomic continued to play vol-
leyball and go to school during 
the war. When the year eclipsed, 
she was reunited with her family, 
but she could barley recognize her 
mother.

“I had never seen her so skinny 
before,” Tomic said. “We were all 
so relieved to see each other and I 
was grateful nobody in my family
died.”

Tomic played on junior and 
senior national teams before 
moving to the United States 
because of a scholarship provided 
by the University of Arkansas-
Little Rock. She was 23 years-old 
when she arrived to the United 
States and she learned English 
quickly due to classes and other
unorthodox methods practiced in 
Europe.

“Luckily in Europe, we watch

Volleyball coach fi nds success despite war’s impact on life
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