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A Forum for Free Student Expression at Florida International University

FIU gets new 
anniversary

BLANK CANVAS

FOR THE LOVE OF ART: The instalation “Behold Charge,” by art major Juan Griego, is one of the art pieces in 
the 2007 Annual Student Show, exhibiting in the Patricia and Phillip Frost Art Museum at University Park until 
March 11.

CHRIS CUTRO/THE BEACON

Gator sightings continue at UP
CHARLIE GRAU
Sports Editor

FIU may have to change its mascot 
to an alligator after one smaller than 
four-feet long made its way to Univer-
sity Park through the county-wide canal 
system from the Everglades.

The alligator was first spotted in 
November, but others have seen it more 
recently. 

“It doesn’t bother me as long as 
the safety of the people on campus is 
guaranteed and the safety of the gator 
is guaranteed,” said Evan Koch, asso-
ciate media relations director at FIU. 
Koch spotted the alligator two weeks 
ago in the pond near the Public Safety 
building.

After receiving complaints and con-
cerns about the alligator, offi cials from 
the Department of Fish and Wildlife 
were brought in to remove it. However, 
offi cials did not remove the alligator, 
citing that the animal was not a nuisance 
or threat.

According to the department’s 
website, alligators less than four feet 
long are fearful of humans and are not 
capable of eating anything larger than 
a small turtle.

“As long as people obey the rules, 
it’s pretty easy to live with alligators,” 
said Gary Morse, a Florida Fish and 
Wild Life Conservation Commission 
spokesperson.

Though the alligator has made UP its 
permanent residence, Joel Heinen, chair 
of the department of environmental 
studies, said this isn’t the fi rst time there 
has been an alligator on campus.

 “It’s not that uncommon for them 
to come into urban areas. I’ve seen 

them in west Kendall and Kendall 
Lakes,” Heinen said. “We’re only a 
few miles away from the main part of 
Tamiami canals that go into the water 
management districts and then into the 
Everglades.”

Heinen, who wrote his doctorial 
dissertation on reptiles and amphibians 
while at the University of Michigan, 
said that he couldn’t understand why 
anybody would be scared of a four-foot 
alligator.

“Even 12-footers, I just kind of walk 
up to them when I’m in the Everglades. 
If they’re basking, all they do is hiss,” he 
said. “Anything that small isn’t going to 
be considered a problem. Whether it’s a 
male or a female, once it eventually gets 
to be a certain size, if it’s still anywhere 
around here, it’s just going to head back 
West and try and fi nd a mate when that 
time comes.”

Heinen said alligators regularly 
make college campuses and golf courses 
their homes. 

Brandon Crone, a junior at the Uni-
versity of Florida, said that students 
don’t even notice the vast amount of 
gators that live on their campus. 

“Nobody makes a big deal about it. 
At night you’re defi nitely going to see 
one,” Crone said. “There’s no problem 
with gators … I’m more surprised that 
there’s an excessive amount of squirrels 
on campus.”

Raj Harnarine, an FIU junior major-
ing in biology, shares Crone’s view and 
doesn’t mind sharing the campus with 
the gator as long as it stays off-land.

He fi rst saw the alligator in the pond 
located between Primera Casa and the 
Lakeview Apartments on his way to 

ANGELINA ESPOSITO/BEACON FILE PHOTO

BEWARE OF GATOR: This four foot gator was fi rst spotted last November 
near Primera Casa at University Park. 

GATOR, page 2

ANGELINA TROFF
Staff Writer

FIU aged six years in a 
span of minutes at the most 
recent Board of Trustees 
meeting.

Modesto A. Maidique, 
University president, pre-
sented preliminary goals for 
“FIU at Fifty” to the BOT 
Feb. 16, and announced that 
the University would not 
longer be celebrating its 
anniversary on the year of 
the entering class, 1971, but 
on the year of its charter, 
1965. The University’s 50th 
anniversary will now be 
celebrated in the year 2015 
instead of 2021.

Maidique said the goals 
were just “balloons,” or 
ideas, for now and wanted 
more faculty input. Among 
the new ambitions was to 
weave “international” into 
the fabric of the curriculum 
by possibly having a second 
language requirement and an 
international focus across all 
disciplines.

Alfonso “Alfie” Leon, 
Student Government Council 
at University Park president 
and trustee, was in favor of 
both initiatives.

“We live in a global com-
munity. If we have 21st cen-
tury graduates, we need to 
educate them as global think-
ers. By 2015, hopefully we 
can develop a pilot program 
if not already have one stabi-
lized,” Leon said.

However, Bruce Hauptli, 
Faculty Senate chairper-
son and trustee, believes it 
is fi nancially unrealistic to 
pursue this in addition to 
our current grand initiatives 
within the next eight years.

“These are things we can 
do if we cut out the Medical 
School and football program. 
It should be done with the 
time frame in mind,” he 
said. “Trail balloons must 
be attached to the land. They 
cannot float so far above 
reality.”

Hauptli also expressed 
concern that students may no 
longer be able to graduate on 
time with the new “interna-
tional” requirements.

Leon is more optimistic 
regarding funding for these 
initiatives.

“If $1 million is donated 
to a department with a $3 
million budget, it can do a 
lot. This is the purpose of 
the capital campaign,” Leon 
said.

Amiss from the BOT 
meeting agenda was a dis-
cussion on the use of funds 
from the Health Fee increase 
of $13.20 ($54 to $67.20)
passed in Spring 2006. At
the budget hearing before 
the decision, students were 
promised that clinic hours 
would expand as a result of 
the increased fee revenues.

“We didn’t want an 
increase in the fee, but if 
there was going to be an 
increase, we needed to see 
more hours,” Leon said.

Beginning in January,
clinic hours were extended 
on Tuesdays for two hours, 
closing at 7 p.m. instead of 
5 p.m.

At the Feb. 14 SGC-
UP meeting, the Student 
Health Advisory Committee 
report by Rebecca Louisdor 
announced that the extended 
hours were revoked effective 
immediately due to several
issues stemming from lack 
of fi nances.

In an e-mail sent Feb. 12, 
Robert Dollinger, executive 
director for University Health 
Services, outlined three main 
reasons for the decision: 
“Lack of staffi ng…, student/
staff safety after dark…, 
and lack of back-up support
should an emergency walk 
through clinic doors.”

In a telephone interview 
with The Beacon, Dollinger
noted that aside from lack 
of funds, the separation of 
UP and the Biscayne Bay
Campus caused staffing
issues.

“A lot of inefficiencies
are created by splitting staff
into two separate opera-
tions,” Dollinger said. “If we 
combined the staff at [BBC] 
and UP, we would have an 
amazing staff.”

The director also men-
tioned a meeting Feb. 19 
with Baptist Medical Center
to secure discounts for FIU 
students after hours.

“Having such a large dis-
counted urgent care network 
available for students is a 
huge advantage over having
the FIU clinic open for only 
two hours and only one night. 
As you know, emergencies
can happen at any time, 
24/7,” Dollinger wrote in 
his e-mail.

He also said that there are 
no plans to send a University-
wide e-mail regarding the 
change in clinic hours at this 

MEETING, page 4
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CORRECTIONS  

     In the issue dated Feb. 1, 2007, the correct 
title for the Caribbean Students Association was 
not used in the “Pan-African celebrations spark 
tensions” article. Also, the members of this 
organization where not offi cially involved in the 
protests as reported in that story.
     In the issue dated Feb. 12, 2007, the “Ath-
letic fee increase crucial to new stadium” story 
erroneously reported that the BOT would be 
discussing the increase in their next meeting.
     In issue dated Feb 15. 2006, the photo 
fo the story entitled “Law buildig offi cially 
opened” should have been credited to Fernando 
Garcia, not Eddie Zeng.

The Beacon will gladly change any errors. Call 
our UP offi ce at 305-348-2709 or BBC at 305-
919-4722.

Campus gator should not be fed 
class in November. 

“It was just chilling on 
the grass,” Harnarine said. 
“But when it saw me and my 
friends, it just jumped in the 
pond.”

There were only four 
recorded alligator bites last 
year in Florida, and only 
one was fatal, according to 
the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife’s website. The last 
fatality that resulted from an 
alligator attack occurred May 
14, 2006, when Annmarie 
Campbell, 23, was seized and 
grabbed by an 11’ 5” alliga-

tor while she was snorkeling 
on Juniper Run in the Ocala 
National Forest.

“If people don’t interact 
with it, it’s not going to be 
problem,” Morse said. “The 
fi rst thing people want to do is 
feed it. Nothing can be worse 
for the alligator because then 
that’s when you start breaking 
down its fear of people and 
when that happens, we’re 
going to have to destroy the 
animal.”

Students or faculty who 
encounter any alligator larger 
than four feet should call the 
state-wide alligator nuisance 
program at 1-866-392-4286.
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THIS WEEK ON CAMPUS

MONDAY • FEBRUARY 19
Asian Heritage Celebration Opening 

Ceremony: 12 p.m., GC Forum (UP)
Millie Lewis ATMC: 2 p.m., WUC 155 (BBC)
Nanny of the Maroons – The Women who 

Changed the Face of the Western World feat. 
Karla Gotlied, Independent Scholar: 2 p.m., HM 
135 (BBC)

TUESDAY • FEBRUARY 20
Sushi Demonstration: 12 p.m., GC Forum (UP)
SPC Two Band Tuesday: 12 p.m., Gracie’s Grill 

(UP)
Women Who Lead feat. Speaker Patricia 

Ireland: 4 p.m., GC Ballroom (UP)
SPC Karaoke Night: 7 p.m., Gracie’s Grill (UP)
ISC Chinese New Year: 12:30 p.m., WUC 

Panther Square (BBC)

WEDNESDAY • FEBRUARY 21
Asian Heritage Celebration: 12 p.m., GC Forum 

(UP)
Panther Power Up Power Rally: 12 p.m., WUC 

Panther Square (BBC)
Panther Power Meetings: 1 p.m., WUC 159 

(BBC)
CCC Impact Movement: 2 p.m., WUC 245 

(BBC)
PRSSA – Mass Communications in the 

Americas: 6:30 p.m., Wolfe University Center 
Ballroom (BBC)

THURSDAY • FEBRUARY 22
Asian Heritage Celebration: 12 p.m., GC Forum 

(UP)
GSA Gradskellars: 6 p.m., Gracie’s Grill (UP)
Undergraduate Economics Association: 6 p.m., 

PC 331 (UP)
4th Annual Organic Hip Hop Symposium 

– Lecture and Open Mic Night feat. Keynote 
speaker, Dr. Liaila Afrika: 7 p.m., WUC Ballrooms 
(BBC)

SPC Movie Series – Casino Royale: 7 p.m., Mary 
Ann Wolfe Theatre (BBC)

SPC BSU Neo Soul Concert: 8 p.m., WUC 
Ballrooms (BBC)

FRIDAY • FEBRUARY 23
SPC Film - Casino Royale: 7 p.m. & 10 p.m., GC 

140 (UP)
Honors Council Community Service Project 
Cooking for Cannibals 101: 1 p.m., WUC 157 

(BBC)

SATURDAY • FEBRUARY 24
Panther Rage Southern Challenge Cook-Out: 

11 a.m., Baseball Stadium (UP)

SUNDAY • FEBRUARY 25
SPC “Oscar Night”: 7 p.m., EVH Lounge (UP)

-Compiled by Reuben Pereira

ALLIGATOR ADVICE

Be aware of the possibility of alligator attacks 
when in or near fresh or brackish waterbodies. 
Alligators are most active between dusk and 
dawn.
Leave alligators alone. State law prohibits kill-
ing, harassing or possession of alligators.
Never feed or entice alligators - it’s dangerous 
and illegal. When fed, alligators overcome 
their natural wariness and learn to associate 
people with food.
Never remove an alligator from its natural 
habitat or accept one as a pet. It is illegal and 
dangerous to do so. Handling even small alliga-
tors can result in injury.
Seek immediate medical attention if bitten by 
an alligator. Alligator bites often result in seri-
ous infection.

•

•

•

•

•

•
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NEWSFLASH

SPC celebrates fi rst-ever Asian Heritage 
Week 

In an effort to increase Asian culture aware-
ness, the Student Programming Council will 
be hosting the fi rst ever Asian Heritage Week 
starting Feb. 19 and lasting through Feb. 22.

Starting off the week will be a Fushu Daiko, 
a drumming group that performs traditional 
Japanese taiko drumming. There will aso be 
a  Lion Dance demonstration, a traditional 
Chinese dance where performers mimc a lion’s 
movements in a lion costume.

Other events include sushi demonstration, 
a Japanese fashion show, a video game tourna-
ment and Tai Chi and Yoga Classes.

The fi nal events of the week will be an 
origami, calligraphy and fl ower arrangement 
presentation Feb. 22.

All events will be held in the Graham Center 
Pit.

GRE format will change this summer
The Educational Testing Service announced 

earlier this month that the last day to take the GRE 
before it changes to its more diffi cult, longer format 
is July 31.

They will administer the revised GRE starting 
Sept. 10.

Students who plan to take the GRE this spring 
and summer before the changes go into effect may 
need to revise their GRE study time accordingly to 
ensure their test-taking opportunity.

 For more information, visit http://www.kaptest.
com.

– Compiled by Betsy Martinez and Ben Bagder from 
Beacon staff and wire reports

BEN F. BADGER JR.
Staff Writer

The number of retirees 
is expected to rise within 
the next decade as baby 
boomers reach their 60s. 
Because of this, the federal 
government is expecting a 
surge in job openings in a 
number of fi elds.

The second annual Fed-
eral Government Statewide 
Conference will be held 
Feb. 21 in the Graham 
Center Ballrooms from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. to showcase 
these job openings.

The conference is the 
brainchild of Kimberly 
Castillo, a student of the 
College of Health and 
Urban Affairs who had 
proposed the idea to Career 
Services. This is the second 
year the conference is being 
held.

Various agents from the 
federal government, such 
as the CIA, the Department 
of Homeland Security and 
United States Coast Guard 
will be giving presenta-
tions throughout the con-
ference.

Most  of  the agency 
representatives will be 
from Florida chapters and 
branches, which will be 
a contrast to last year’s 

conference where many of 
the recruiters were from 
Washington, D.C.

Ivette Duarte, a career 
consultant for Career Ser-
vices, attributed this to 
the fact that the agencies 
have not yet received their 
recruitment funds.

Bes ides  r ec ru i t ing , 
agents will be available 
to discuss the benefi ts of 
joining their programs, 
such as the Student Pre-
Commissioning Program, 
which pays tuition and 
provides salaries for junior 
and senior students through 
the U.S. Coast Guard.

According to Michael 
Rolph a representative 
from the US Coast Guard, 
CSPI is not only fi nancially 
beneficial, but it is also 
a great way to serve the 
country. 

Much of the confer-
ence’s focus is to expose 
students to the various 
internship programs avail-
able with the federal gov-
ernment.  According to 

Duarte, internships can be 
invaluable when it comes 
time to fi nding a job after 
graduation.

“It’s not that it’s too late 
after you graduate, but it is 
much easier with intern-
ships,” Duarte said.

There will also be a 
career fair and compli-
mentary lunch in the GC 
Ballrooms. During that 
time, students will be able 
to talk one-on-one with the 
various government repre-
sentatives.

There will also be a 
student table where stu-
dents who have already 
had federal internships will 
recount their experiences 
and give interested students 
tips regarding possible 
opportunities.

The funds needed to run 
the conference where pro-
vided through the Student 
Government Association.

 “We were given $1,500 
from SGA’s discretionary 
funding this year, the same 
as last year,” Duarte said. 

“We are hoping it becomes 
a line item in their budget 
so we would be sure to 
receive the funding next 
year.”

The overal l  cost  of 
the conference is roughly 
$5 ,000 ,  a cco rd ing  t o 
Duarte. Between SGA’s 
funding as well as funding 
from the USDA, the out of 
pocket cost to the Career 
Services department is 
minimal.

Duarte stressed the need 
for students to register 
for this event at www.fi u.
edu/~career. Students who 
do not register may not be 
guaranteed entrance to the 
event.

The conference is free to 
FIU students while students 
from outside the University 
must pay a $10 fee. Busi-
ness attire is also required 
to attend the conference.

“The conference will 
dispel the myth that you 
have to be a certain major 
to work for the federal gov-
ernment,” Duarte said.

The conference will dispel the myth that you have to be a 
certain major to work for the federal government.

            ““ Ivette Duarte, career consultant for Career Services

Conference spotlights government jobs
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Feb. 14 Call to order: 3:44 p.m.,  Adjournment: 5:30 p.m.
 

President’s Report (Alfonso “Alfi e” Leon):
• “I hope that the absences are due to very creative Valentine's Day” celebrations. 

A few weeks ago we decided that 3:30 p.m. would be a better meeting time. 
Perhaps you can discuss this at the next House Meeting.

• Leon: "If FIU goes 0-12 again, I will wear a thong and paint myself."
• Special presentation by: Muhammed Malik, president of Act Now to Stop War 

and End Racism. Programming ranges Mon. to Wed. next week. "Unity Village" 
Demonstration against the low income housing crisis that discusses $30 million 
stolen from a low income housing fund. We want to make a statement by having 
the top administrators from UM and FIU show up to help the cause. We plan to 
erect a shanty town on the FIU campus (we have permission from the provost). 
Different committees are hosting events throughout the campus next week.

Vice President’s Report (Providence Okoye):
• Moving to accept Ruccus as the offi cial FIU digital music program. This will 

allow students to download music and movies for free. If you want to know what 
the partnership entails, please ask in the SGC-UP Offi ce.

Old Business (aye-nay-abstain):
• Approval of minutes for Jan. 31, 2007 passes (5-0-0)

New Business (aye-nay-abstain):
• Appropriation A07-02 for $1,500 for the Second Annual Federal Government 

Statewide Conference passes (7-0-1)
• Appropriation A07-03 for $1,000 to cover the cost of food for the 2007 

Aesthetics and Values exhibition passes (7-0-1)
• Election of vacant representative seats:

• CHUA: Brian Andino; Motion to vote by acclimation fails.
• Housing: Samira Doale; Motion to vote by acclimation fails.
• Graduate: Cassandra Dee Boyd

• Elections of vacant committee chair:
• Student Services: Andina M. Green, Gretel Hebbert (elected)

Absences:
• A.J. Meyer (At-large), Jennifer Ruiz (At-Large), Maria Garcia (Law), Mikana 

Maeda (Architecture)
-Compiled by Angelina Troff

SGC-UP Notes

The Beacon is published on Mon-
days and Thursdays during the 
Fall and Spring semesters and once 
a week during Summer B. One 
copy per person. Additional copies 
are 25 cents. The Beacon is not 
responsible for the content of ads. 
Ad content is the sole responsibil-
ity of the company or vendor. The 
Beacon is an editorially indepen-
dent newspaper partially funded 
by sudent and services fees that 
are appropriated by Student Gov-
ernment.
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Contributing Writer

In an effort to empower 
female students at FIU, the 
Women’s Center will be 
hosting the Women Who 
Lead Conference.

The half-day event, 
taking place Feb. 20 at 4 
p.m. at Univer-
sity Park in the 
Graham Center 
Ballrooms, is part 
of the center ’s 
goal to offer pro-
grams and ser-
vices to women 
that enhance their 
intellectual, pro-
fessional, social 
and emotional 
growth.

Patricia Ireland, the ninth 
and longest-serving presi-
dent of the National Organi-
zation for Women from 1991 
to 2001, will be the keynote 
speaker at the event. 

She was chosen by the 
Women’s Center for her 
views on women’s right to 
abortion, and the rights of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender groups.

“She is  an amazing 
women and a role model for 
what she has accomplished,” 
said Suzzane Onorato, asso-
ciate director at the Wom-
en’s Center. “We invited her 
because she was the NOW 
president for many years 
and we are recreating the 
organization at FIU. She is 

also a feminist and stands 
out there as a woman.”

Ireland was the prime 
architect of NOW’s Global 
Feminist Program, and in 
1992 the program brought 
women from more then 45 
countries together.

Then, in 1996, she also 
wrote her fi rst book, What 

Women Want, and 
spoke out about 
her life, struggles 
at freedom and 
domes t ic  v io-
lence.

“Patricia Ire-
land is a renowned 
speaker, an active 
feminist and exec-
utive leader, so I 
think her speech 
is going to be very 

interesting and interesting 
for women to hear,” said 
Wilhelmina Dagdag, admin-
istrative assistant at the 
Women’s Studies Center.

There will also be fi ve 
different workshop sections 
to discuss issues of women 
in government, politics, law, 
media and public relations, 
and in education; devel-
oping a strategic plan for 
women in business, com-
munity agencies, health and 
science, and women with 
disabilities.

Among other renowned 
speakers set to attend the 
conference are Annie Betan-
court, former Florida State 
representative; Ana Menen-
dez from The Miami Herald 

and Silvia Gomez, vice 
pres ident  of  Ocean 
Bank.

The Conference is 
open to the public and 
organizers promise it will 
be an enhancing learning 
opportunity for women 
in the community and for 
students at FIU.

Although this is one 
of the organization’s 
upcoming events, stu-
dents who aren’t able to 
make it to the conference 
are encouraged to drop 
by the center located in 
GC 2200 or at Biscayne 
Bay Campus’s Wolfe 
University Center, room 
256.

In the near future, 
the Women’s Center is 
also planning the Inter-
national Women’s Day 
March 1, “Lust for Life 
- Lust for Women’s 
Rights” March 6, Florida 
Women of Achievement 
March 10.

Among the services 
and programs offered by 
the Women’s Center is 
the Mentoring Partner-
ship Program to develop 
relationships between 
students, faculty, staff 
and alumnae mentors.

“The Women Center’s 
two main areas of impor-
tance are to provide edu-
cation and advocacy for 
women and to create a 
community of sister-
hood,” Onorato said.

Center aims to help 
women through seminars

IRELAND

time but all marketing has been withdrawn. 
There will be a forum regarding this and other 
health issues Feb. 27.

Trustees Miriam Lopez, Sergio Pino and 
Claudia Puig were absent from the meeting.

According to their website, http://www.
fi u.edu/trustees/, “The Board is responsible 
for cost-effective policy, implementing and 
maintaining high-quality education programs 
consistent with the University’s mission, 

performance evaluation, and developing a 
process meeting state policy, budgeting, and
education standards.”

The BOT consists of 13 members: fi ve are
appointed by the state Board of Governors, 
six are appointed by the governor. FIU faculty
and students elect the two remaining trustees.
The Faculty Senate chairperson represents the 
faculty and the SGC-UP president represents 
students.

The last BOT meeting for this academic 
year will be held April 20.

BOT ignores revoked hours
MEETING, page 1
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LOVE WAS IN THE AIR NEWSFLASH
SJMC discusses journalistic ethics

The Ethical Divide, a round table panel, will dis-
cuss how and if standards vary for English-language 
and Spanish-language media. It will take place Feb. 
21 at 6:30 p.m. in the WUC Ballroom.

Panelists include Jane Bussey, International Trade 
reporter for the Miami Herald, and Gustavo Gorriti, 
an investigative journalist and columnist for Caretas 
magazine in Lima, Peru.

The event is free for FIU students.
For more information please call 305-725-3787

President to speak at Town Hall meeting
SGC-BBC will host their yearly Town Hall Meet-

ing Feb. 21 from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the WUC 
Mary Ann Wolfe Theater. The meeting will feature 
FIU President Modesto A. Maidique.

This open forum will be an opportunity for stu-
dents, faculty and staff to ask President Maidique 
questions on any topic of interest. Faculty who will 
be teaching a class during the scheduled time for the 
meeting are encouraged to bring their students to the 
meeting. For more information, contact SGC-BBC 
at the Campus Life Offi ce.

Meditation gives students a break
Since February is the ‘Month of the Heart,’ 

Meditate Workshops and the BBC Wellness Center 
have come together in order to offer free meditation 
techniques. The workshops will be offered Feb. 8, 
Feb. 15, Feb. 22 and Mar. 1 from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.. 
These techniques will help participants with every-
thing ranging from “radiating love and harmony” to 
“helping to create a more harmonious world.”

For more information on the mediation workshops 
and registration, call 305-891-9933.

-Compiled by Ana Davis, Beacon staff

HEARTS APLENTY: Red balloons and other Valentine’s Day decorations welcomed students into the ball-
room as they walked the red carpet on their way into the Valentine’s Day Ball Feb. 14.  IMPACT Move-
ment and the Student Programming Council sponsored the event. See column, PAGE 6.

PEDRO CORTES/THE BEACON

Future of journalism internships hazy
PEDRO G. CORTES
Contributing Writer

Several newspapers, including the 
L.A. Times and Boston Globe, have 
either reduced or eliminated their 
internship programs due to declin-
ing budgets, according to an article 
posted on Poynter Online Jan. 21.  

However, Alan Richards, chairper-
son of FIU’s School of Journalism and 
Mass Communications, said students 
in the school are not likely to be 
affected by this decline due to high 
demand for experienced Hispanic 
journalists in the fi eld.  

Instead seeing an increase in the 
demand for FIU interns in the state 
of Florida

“Newspapers in Orlando, Ft. 
Myers and St. Petersburg are start-
ing to take notice of our students,” 
Richards said.

In the Poynter article “Tighter Bud-
gets Slashing Internships,” reporter 
Leann Frola takes various examples 
from the professional work force to 
show statistics.

The McClatchy Company, which 
owns 32 daily newspapers in 30 U.S. 
markets, cited a decrease in national 
advertisers, and as a result has begun 
a dramatic decrease in its hiring.

“We’re in a transitional era,” said 
Howard Weaver, vice-president of 
news for McClatchy, in the article.

“And we have to fi nd out what that 
transition means.”

Students in internships are also 
now paid less for their work.

Instead of eliminating their pro-
grams completely, several news-
papers have scaled them back and 

decreased the pay, sometimes using 
college credit as an alternative form 
of compensation.

Other papers have turned to alter-
native methods to fund their interns, 
such as The Oregonian, which has 
had to receive outside assistance from 
three separate private organizations 
in order to keep three interns in their 
program.

FIU has had a long-standing con-
nection with The Miami Herald, 
which gives students reporting expe-
rience before they’d have the chance 
to be hired.

Marika Lynch is suburban editor 
for the Neighbors section of The 
Miami Herald and is also in charge of 
its year-round FIU internships.

Lynch assured that her newspaper 
has no plans to decrease the amount 
of its interns or their pay.

“The Miami Herald is going to 
maintain its level of summer interns, 
who work for the metro, business 
and features sections,” Lynch said in 
an e-mail. 

Ernest Sotomayor, Columbia Uni-
versity’s Graduate School of Journal-
ism Director of Career Services, said 
in Poynter’s article that this would not 
be a long-term trend.

“Employment at newspapers is not 
going [anywhere],” he said.

Lynch suspected that many of these 
positions will come back eventually 
because the industry is “cyclical and 
will expand eventually.”

That shift has already made itself 
apparent in the form of multi-tasking 
on the Internet. 

The growing presence of the 
Internet has lead to the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer to open up an online 
journalism slot in their internship 
program.

This has also lead to two positions 
opening up for entry-level employees 
to work online and multimedia at the 
Herald, according to Lynch.

This shift into the realm of the 
Internet has lead several schools, 
including FIU, to adapt their programs 
to give students online experience.

Schools such as Columbia have 
started to train their students in mul-
timedia news reporting.

However, according to Richards, 
FIU has also been ahead of the game. 
Richards has taught the Online News 
Reporting class at FIU since 2002.

He also has his students prepare 
a different project every semester, 
forcing them to integrate print, video 
and online content.

“We’ve consistently been ahead of 
the industry when it comes to online 
content,” said Richards.

Newspapers in Orlando, Ft. Myers and St. Peters-
burg are starting to take notice of our students ... 
We’ve consistently been ahead of the industry when 
it comes to online content.

            ““ Alan Richards, Chairperson of FIU’s SJMC

Feb 14, 2007
Call To Order: 3:42 p.m., Adjournment: 6 p.m.

President’s Report (Camilo Silva)
• Town Hall Meeting: Silva called the event “the most 

important…this semester,” because President   Maidique 
will be there. All SGA members must attend, and are 
encouraged to bring others.”

• Spoke about Panther Camp, a summer retreat to 
“pantherize” future FIU students. Gabriel Labrador, 
rep-at-large: “Panther Camp aids in developing new 
student leaders.”

New Business
• Appropriation: Upgrading the WUC Computer 

Lab; $16,500 be appropriated to purchase 18 new 
computers. All in favor.

• Appropriation: The Science Club is receiving an 
award from the ACS at the ACS National Conference 
in Chicago, and needs funding assistance for the trip. 
That $200 per person with a maximum of 12 people be 
appropriated from the budget so that the Science Club 
can go, too. In favor: 4, opposed: 1

• Appropriation: A.N.S.W.E.R. Conference and 
Protest, to attend a nation-wide conference and dem-
onstration being held in Washington, D.C. Want SGC 
to fund the amount of $1,200 for the conference. SGC 
offi cers postponed the approval of the appropriation. 
There will be an emergency meeting to vote for appro-
priation Feb 16.

• Three new members were welcomed into SGC-
BBC. Ana Maria Silva is the new Campus Life board 
chairperson, Leonard Reina is the new Student Affairs 
chairperson and Omad Menel is the new International 
Student representative. 

• Cristela Guerra, BBC managing editor for the 
Beacon, spoke about strengthening communication 
between SGC-BBC and the Beacon.

  -Compiled by Jessica Solis

SGC-BBC Notes
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Valentine’s Day Ball has f ghts, mohawks ... and Christians
on my last stop before I left 
the ball.

I stopped by the little 
boys’ room and met a fellow 
student as I was leaving.

The student began a 
quick but detailed sermon 
on sins, Jesus Christ and
faith.

At the end, he asked me 
for my fi nal answer: Do I 
want to be saved? 

As for my date, she said 
she had a great time. Unfor-
tunately for her, I didn’t
get to show off my John 
Travolta dance moves.

Have you ever observed 
and watched on reality 
dating shows when the date 
takes a turn for the worse 
and the girl turns her head 
to the side in blatant disap-
pointment while the guy 
glances over to see if there 
is any hope in salvaging 
the date?

Well, friends, I invite 
you to watch this episode of 
Ever’s Valentine’s Day.

I’ve never ever had one 
of those romance-filled 
nights on Valentine’s Day; 
they were always pretty 
average.  

When I asked my date 
to go with me to the Val-
entine’s Day Ball held at 
Biscayne Bay Campus, 
her immediate response 
– delivered in a super girly, 
romantic comedy-type of 
voice – was, “Wow, maybe 
we can fi nally have a slow 
dance.” 

To be honest, I’m not 
quite John Travolta on the 
dance fl oor. Nevertheless, 
my date wanted her slow 
dance and I prepared myself 
to “get down” and “dance 
the night away.”

The pathway to the Wolfe 
University Ballroom, where 
they appropriately held the 
ball, was covered with a 
red carpet, lined with red 
roses, red balloons, and 
a line of students having 
pictures taken for their free 
key chains. 

The majority of those in 
line were girls.   

As we walked into the 
ballroom, I was dimly lit; 
from all sides red cupids 
smiled at hearts on the 
walls while the tables were 
sprinkled with artifi cial rose 
petals and red Hershey’s 
kisses.

And yet, with all the 
décor, as we walked into 
the room there wasn’t any 
music. I noticed my date’s 
head drop in disappoint-
ment. She didn’t say much 
for the rest of the night. 

So began the strangest 
V-day of my life, beginning 
with a male and female 
dating auction.

It was odd that everyone 
seemed to know each other. 
Everyone was talking and 
joking with each other and 
then that uncomfortable 
feeling crept up, that feeling 
of you being the stranger.

The Doors’ “People Are 
Strange” started playing 
inside my head.

The auction began and 
the only sign of life was a 
guy with a strawberry-col-
ored mohawk.

Suddenly, the bidding 
for dates began at $5 with 
very little interaction from 
the crowd – that is, until Mr. 

M o h a w k 
bid $10 and 
to no one’s 
s u r p r i s e , 
won.

E v e n 
a  s t o c k y 

campus pol ice off icer 
offered a bid and won a 
date.

Suddenly, a student in 
black suspenders caused 
a bidding war between 
two female students that 
whipped the whole crowd 
into a frenzy.  Other stu-
dents started donating their 

money with the bidding war 
in full gear, donating to one 
girl and then another. 

The red mohawk guy 
was ecstatic and yelled out 
victoriously, “This money is 
for a great cause; it will go 
to the Kingdom!”

The Kingdom? What 
does that mean? 

I let the thought drift 
away as I continued watch-
ing the activities play out, 
my date not really respon-
sive at this point.

It came down to two 
girls, battling back and 

forth, standing parallel to 
each other and staring each 
other in the face.  

Finally, one of the young 
women yelled out, “I bid 
$350!”

The other girl, like a 
resigned warrior in a battle 
turned around and headed 
back to her seat.

My date was still quiet.  
She hadn’t eaten since early 
afternoon so we could have 
a “romantic dinner”.

I was desperate; I needed 
to do something, anything.  
So I did what any guilty 

man on Valentine’s Day 
would do: brought her some 
chocolate chip cookies.  

As the  auct ion and 
dance came to a close, I 
had decided I could not 
leave until I had fi gured out 
what the student with the 
mohawk had meant.

The “Kingdom” referred 
to the auction’s organizers, 
the IMPACT Movement, 
an on-campus  Christian 
organization.

St. Valentine, it seems, 
had another surprise up his 
sleeve, which took place 
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WHO WIELDS THE POWER OF WAR?

Hardaway, Haggard prove homosexuality still stigmatized

www.beaconnewspaper.com

DAVID FOCIL
Contributing Writer

In the scope of human affairs, 
few actions can bring about such 
terrible destruction and death as 
war. It is nothing less than the 
systematic slaughter of human 
beings for the sake of a political 
objective.

As the cold brutality of the 
Iraq war slowly seeps in through 
the fi ltered lens of the major 
news networks, we begin to ask 
tough questions of our leaders. 
How did we get into this war? 
Where are we going with it? And 
more importantly, where does the 
authority in declaring war lie?

The Constitution provides 
us with an answer. In article I, 
section 8, it is stated that Congress 
shall have the power “to declare 
war, grant letters of marque and 
reprisal, and make rules concerning 
captures on land and water.”

In addition, section 8 gives 
Congress the authority to “raise 
and support armies,” giving it 
the ability to decide how large of 
a force we have, and how much 
money is given to support its 
actions. 

Article II, section 2, states that 
“the president shall be commander 
in chief of the Army and Navy 
of the United States, and of the 
militia of the several states, when 
called into the actual service of the 
United States.”

If Congress can start a war, it 
can end it. What we see for the 
most part is a discussion of the 
power Congress has over the 
appropriation of funds for the 
military, which could be cut off for 
further operations in Iraq.

From watching the nightly 
news, it seems as if this is the only 
option Congress has to end wars, 
yet on Jan. 30, the Senate Judiciary 

Committee held a hearing titled 
“Exercising Congressional power 
to end a war”. 

“Our constitutional tradition 
shows that measures such as 
those now being considered 
concerning military operations 
in Iraq – whether they place caps 
on troop levels, restrictions on 
the introduction of new troops, 
or establish a date by which 

troops must be redeployed – are 
clearly constitutional exercises 
of well-established congressional 
war powers,” said Harvard Law 
Professor, David J. Brown, during 
this hearing.

There is talk of Iran and the so-
called threat it poses, but what can 
the President do on his own?

In 1801, Thomas Jefferson sent 
a group of frigates to the Barbary 

Coast in response to the pirating 
and kidnapping of U.S ships 
in the area. The frigates found 
themselves in combat after the
pirates ignored U.S demands and 
opened fi re. It was not until after
this that Jefferson asked Congress 
to authorize further war with the 
pirates.

Now, looking at Jefferson’s own 
words in his fi rst state of the union 
address, we fi nd an important 
point: “Unauthorized by the
Constitution, without the sanction 
of Congress, to go beyond the 
line of defense, the vessel, being 
disabled from committing further 
hostilities, was liberated with its
crew.”  

According to Jefferson, the 
forces he sent could only act 
defensively to protect themselves 
and any U.S. citizens in danger. 
By the Constitution, only the 
Congress could approve what he 
called “measures of offense.”

Constition says
Congress does

TUG-O-WAR: Congress is given the power to declare war by the U.S. Constitution. Some say the legislative 
branch has even broader war-related power than Bush and his supporters may think.

COURTESY PHOTO/GRAPHIC BY JON ROBERTS

BOBBY JOE BRACY 
Staff Writer

Former NBA player Tim Hardaway 
made a good point without even knowing it: 
straight men in America have a problem with 
their sexuality.

Hardaway recently made some comments 
about gay people on a local sports radio show 
after former NBA player John Amaechi 
admitted his homosexuality.

“I wouldn’t want him on my team, and 
second of all, if he was on my team, I would, 
you know, really distance myself from him 
because, uh, I don’t think that is right,” 
Hardaway said.

Recently, Reverend Ted Haggard – who 
was accused of crystal methamphetamine-
induced sex binges – released a public apol-
ogy taking responsibility for some, but not 
all the accusations against him.

What is most unsettling about these cases 
is the bigger picture: modern American men 
do not know how to handle their sexuality.

Sociologists say that our culture is that of 
a hypersexual, heteronormative male patriar-
chy. Basically, men are taught by our culture 
to be desirous of women, and then dominate 
them. This culture dates back from a time 
where women were property and marriage 
was an economic transaction. Since this is a 
social aspect of sexuality, this applies to how 

our social interactions shape our identities. 
However, they are incompatible to our culture 
at-large. It is not enough to be straight, but 
to prove it day-in and day-out to our social 
peers, and deviation is not an option.  

“Haggard is completely heterosexual. 
He was acting out situations where things 
took place. It wasn’t a constant thing,” said 
Reverend Tim Ralph, one of his counselors. 
Ralph implies Haggard could be gay only 
if he had engaged in homosexual acts on a 
constant basis.

Apparently, real gay men are constantly 
in a state of “acting-out.” By this defi nition, 
there are plenty of gay men who probably 
aren’t gay anymore because it’s a weekday. 
But these gay men can keep their gay cards, 
even if they aren’t so lucky to be getting laid 
everyday

Sociological studies in the ‘90s have 
refuted the myth that gay men are more 
promiscuous than their heterosexual peers. 
Moreover, the American Psychiatric Associa-
tion removed homosexuality from its list of 
mental illnesses back in 1973 – our culture 
has lagged for nearly 34 years.

The problem is that we tend to pathologize 
homosexuality. Rather than viewing sexuality 
as a spectrum, as Alfred Kinsey showed in his 
studies, our society has made complete het-
erosexuality the only acceptable norm, and 
any deviations thereof equally “repulsive.” 

This is a word we commonly encounter 
when we talk about homosexuality. Haggard 
used it to describe his escapes from norma-
tive sexuality.

A shot of tequila, a gas station bathroom, 
a sushi bar back-alley – these things can 
be repulsive, but not an identity. And that’s 
the problem: we have an identity that exists 
in society that is so incompatible with the 

culture at-large that it inspires such disgust
and hatred.

Ted Haggard and Tim Hardaway show us 
how ugly this hate can be, and how twisted 
it can get if we don’t deal with heteronor-
mativity.

Homosexuality viewed as deviance hurts 
not only homosexuals, but also everyone who 
has to live in fear of it.

GAY NO MORE?: Rev. Ted Haggard claims he is no longer gay. Haggard was revealed to 
be homosexual last year by a male prostitute who sold him crystal meth and slept with him.

AP WIRE 

Those people forget who we 
are and what we stand for. They 
forget there was once a time when 
we believed that the powers of 
war should rest with the whole 
government, not just one man 
so that the destructive act of war 
would not begin by whim or 
ideological crusade, but by reason
and absolute necessity; so that we 
may be protected, not just from 
enemy forces in foreign lands, but 
from domestic tyranny as well.

Some might argue that the 
Constitution gets in the way of the 
president protecting us in these 
troubled times, and that he should
be given broad authority to do 
what he deems necessary.
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Follow the 
formula, 
die a legend

HOW TO, page 10

300 COMBINES GRAPHIC NOVEL ELEMENTS, SPARTAN STYLE

Former dance group may return to University

DANCE, page 11

In light of recent events concerning 
a certain fascinating yet over-exposed 
dead celebrity that I’ll refuse to name 
on account of the coverage (we’ll call 
her Hannah Extol Width), I’ve come to 
understand the obvious nature of death: 
once you die, there’s no coming back 
– unless you’re a kick-ass zombie … or 
Cher. Same thing. 

With that said, there seems to be a for-
mula I’ve noticed in life that will assure 
you will be remembered. Sure, you could 
be a war hero, a father of eight who died 
rescuing children from a burning orphan-
age – though it would only get you an 
extra couple inches added to your obitu-
ary. But if you want the kind of coverage 
that ranges from C-SPAN 2 to ESPN 8, 
you have to follow the formula.

CHANGE YOUR NAME

In a world of reality TV where ordinary 
people are stars, it seems archaic to have a 
fake name with an accompanying facade. 
It ups the mystery value, though. Even if 
you achieve mild celebrity in life, your 
dual identity instantly becomes a trivia 
fact worthy of the “fun” category on the 
right side of the “Jeopardy!” board. For 
those of us who don’t seek fame  – or fail 
to see the thrill of having Alex Trebek 
whisper your name, as I do – the added 
advantage of a pseudonym is to at least 
have another option for your tombstone.

RILE THE CONSERVATIVES

Whether it’s a small group of your 
community’s churchgoers or the John 
Birch Society, sticking it to right-wing 
conservatives will always get you talked 
about. They’re an uppity and vocal bunch. 
All Elvis had to do was shake his hips and 
the nation was in an uproar. However, you 
may want to avoid certain conservatives, 
unless you want a premature death. I heard 
about a heckler approaching Ann Coulter 
at a book signing and before he could say 
three words she shoved a Sharpie up his 
nose. He still sneezes permanent ink.

DOCUMENT YOUR DOWNFALL

If you want to be remembered, you 
need to leave a lot of stuff behind to 
be remembered by. Make many public 
appearances and bring along a camera. 
The more you can control the two-second 
stock footage of you that will be played 
over and over on any or all of the 24-hour 
news networks, the better. If you don’t 
make it big, you’ll at least have footage 
your family members can play in slow 
motion during your funeral with a back-
ground of some sad Boyz II Men song. 

At my funeral, I’m going to make it a 
point to play Queen’s “Another one bites 
the dust.” Not only is it fi tting, if I get the 

SERGIO BONILLA 
Asst. Sports Editor

What do Pitbull and the former FIU 
hip-hop dance group Lot Six have in 
common? They both made their last FIU 
appearance Oct. 19 during the “Car-
naval” ceremony during the Student 
Programming Council’s Hispanic Heri-
tage celebrations. However, fi ve former 
members are organizing the return of a 
new hip-hop group after Lot Six cut ties 
from FIU late last year.

The dance group formed in 2004 and 
performed at tailgate parties in the Lot 
Six parking lot; the group adopted the 
lot’s name for itself.

Current captain and non-FIU student 
Kaery Salazar noted that being in the 
group was a diffi cult task.

“We had no sponsors, no uniforms or 
fund raising,” Salazar said. “It was very 
hectic and frustrating work.”

The frustration was a result of having to 
perform for no charge, yet still having to 
constantly raise money in order to purchase 
basic materials such as uniforms. Also, not 
all Lot Six dancers were FIU students.

Problems arose in 2006 because the 
dancers, including those who were not FIU 
students, did not like the group’s treatment 
by FIU affi liated organizations. Lot Six 
felt that their free services were taken for 
granted and the lack of school pride on 
behalf of the non-students upset several of 
the dancers.

The lack of recognition and appreciation 
were problems that would build up and 
eventually lead to the group’s departure 
from FIU. Their leaving was an incident that 

involved Panther Rage and use of profanity
in a song. 

Several weeks prior to 2006 Homecom-
ing’s Moonlight Madness event, Lot Six
had contacted Panther Rage because they
wanted to perform – they wanted to develop
a dance routine ahead of time. According
to Salazar, Panther Rage did not respond 
with a yes or no. Therefore, the dance team
concluded that their services were not going 
to be needed.

Two weeks prior to Homecoming, Pan-
ther Rage notifi ed Lot Six that there was a
spot available for them to dance.

“Two weeks is not enough time at all to
come up with a new dance routine,” Salazar 
said. “Especially when some of the girls 

Director Zack Snyder and actors Gerard Butler and Rodrigo Santoro sat down with college reporters at the 
Beverly Hilton in Beverly Hills, Ca., for roundtable interviews to discuss the upcoming battle fl ick 300. The movie, 

opening in theaters on March 9, is adapted from Frank Miller’s graphic novel of the same name and retells the battle 
of Thermopylae, where Spartan and Persian forces sparred. Spartan King Leonidas (Butler) leads a contingent of 300 

men against the massive army of Persian King Xerxes (Santoro) in an attempt to deter the Persian invaders. 

Q: What preparation did 
you do for a character that is 
convinced that he is a god?

It was a bit of an ego trip. 
Starting physically, when 
I auditioned for this part, I 
was in Brazil shooting a fi lm 
where I had to lose around 
35 pounds, so I was really 
skinny. 

I put myself on tape from 
Brazil and sent it to the pro-
ducer of 300, and he and Zack 
[Snyder] watched it. They 
said, ‘We really liked the 
tape, but he’s too skinny.’ And 
I go, ‘I’m shooting this fi lm 
where I’m this man about to 
die, so give me some time.’ 

First, I had a strict diet 
for four months and a lot 
of workouts and weights in 
order to play the giant that 
Zack wanted. 

Then, I did a lot of research 
like read the story of Herodo-
tus to get a good sense of 
what historically happened 
and who was Xerxes, which 
is pretty different from Frank 
Miller’s vision. I think it’s 
a great combination that’s 
based on historical fact, but 
it’s also a graphic novel char-
acter. 

SNYDERSANTORO BUTLER
Q: What was your big-

gest obstacle filming this 
movie?

The first difficulty was 
getting the movie made. It’s 
based on a graphic novel. 
When I first got the book 
and took it to the studio the 
first time, there was no script 
at all. I was convinced that 
everyone would think it was 
as cool as I did so I took it 
and said, ‘Look, it’s a graphic 
novel. 

We’re going to film this.’ 
And they went, ‘Yeah, no, we 
don’t understand that.’

Also when we first talked 
about the film, they were 
first making Troy; the appe-
tite was for a movie that 
was more traditional. But I 
thought it would be cool not 
to do that. We went to pretty 
much every studio and we got 
a ‘no’ from everybody. Not a 
hard ‘no,’ though. 

Then Dawn of the Dead 
came along and I felt that 
300 had stalled. When I came 
back from Dawn, the movie 
hadn’t really gone anywhere. 
We then wrote a script and 
from there, Warner Bros. 
started to say, ‘This could 
be cool.’ Then I did an Ani-

Q: Tell us the training 
you had to go through for 
this role to get your body 
in shape.

I guess nobody told you 
that’s a body suit. [Laughs] 
Well, I didn’t drink this f-----
g thing, that’s for sure (points 
at Coke). 

Basically, the day I got the 
fi lm, I stopped smoking two 
days later. I started training, 
just doing my own thing. I, 
fi rst of all, went to my own 
gym. We were in the gym 
two hours a day, pumping 
weights, running and train-
ing, rowing. 

But then, we brought on 
the fi lm trainer Mark Twight, 
who trains undercover opera-
tives, caged fi ghters and all 
that. He’s an intense guy, 
so he’s like, ‘Let’s get the 
cowbell and run and bang 
your head against the wall six 
times.’ You were almost dead 
by the end of the clip. I could 
tell almost immediately it 
wasn’t going to give me 
the body I was looking for 
because nobody else in this 
fi lm had to wear a six-foot 
beard that was like a lethal 
weapon in itself and have a 
helmet with a chicken on it. 

SANTORO, page 10 SNYDER, page 10 BUTLER, page 10



Director, actors discuss battle plans for new epic
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I try to portray Xerxes as a god, and Frank Miller’s 
vision is so clear that you just have to bring it to life and 
try to be that creature – I think he’s not even human.

The voice is a deep thunder. Zack told me that he wanted 
to work with my voice at a lower level because he wanted 
the movie theater shaking when I moved my mouth. It 
was a lot of work working on the blue screen – we had to 
imagine. We had the graphic novel, but once you’re there 
acting, it’s just you and blue walls everywhere. A lot of 
times I was by myself talking to nobody and pretending to 
talk to [Spartan king Leonidas, played by Gerard Butler]. 
It’s great training for an actor to use every cell in your brain 
to imagine and be there in that moment, having millions 
of men behind you when it’s just blue.

Q: Your other roles are very different from Xerxes. 
How was the transition to this powerful role?

I thought this was a great opportunity for me. Especially 
being Latin, it’s very easy for the market to sell you the 
way you look. When I fi rst saw that fi gure in the graphic 
novel, I was literally salivating. It’s just very stimulating for 
an actor to put you in that spot. It’s very risky, too. I make 
my choices based on my instinct. It has to be something 
that challenges me. I think that this way I’m going to keep 
learning and growing and that’s basically what I feel.

Q: Were you pursuing a role of this type or was it 
an opportunity that presented itself?

I was already a big fan of Frank Miller, but I didn’t 
know 300 was going to be a movie. When I saw Sin City, 
a friend of mine showed me the graphic novel and I read 
it and said, ‘This could be a great fi lm.’ I watched Dawn of 
the Dead and then I met Zack and his vibe is the best. It’s 
very important for an actor to have that relationship with 
the director where he’s open to hear anything you have to 
say about the character.

matic where I basically film the graphic novel and 
edit it together and Tyler Bates put some cool music 
together, but the studio still didn’t understand. 

They asked me to do a test shot (a shot that looks 
like the movie), so we shot one that had fighting to 
give them an idea and a sense of the movie.

Because we had so much prep, the actual process 
of making the images what they look like, that part 
was sort of intuitive. The evolution of that was 
something that we figured out. It was an exhausting 
process. 

We shot the movie in 60 days – it’s not a lot of time 
to shoot a giant war movie. We got the s--t kicked 
out of us by the schedule. 

Then, the post-process, which has been a year, 
has been grueling as well. We did more editing and 
testing on Dawn but the cool thing about 300 is that 
the movie feels like it’s being remade all the time. 
You see the sequences trickle in and then the whole 
sequence is done and now it’s a different movie than 
it was a month ago.

Q: In getting this movie made, did Sin City  
have any effect?

I have to say that the success of Sin City when it 
came out was probably the thing that helped motivate 
the studio’s decision. 

I don’t know that they saw the exact relationship 
between the two things, but I think there’s a strong 
relationship between Sin City and Frank [Miller] and 
300 and Frank – they’re linked very closely. 

For some reason, I don’t think the studio saw the 
relationship. 

You would think it would be obvious, but I think 
they thought, “Sin City is a noir, weird modern comic 
book movie and 300 is an ancient Greek epic.” 

I knew that I had to have a body that matched my 
head and I also wanted to feel like a f-----g king, in 
command of 300 people. 

This is the one area where I disagree with Zack 
Snyder because Zack said, ‘They would be more 
scrawny and sinewy but still look muscular and 
not eat a lot.’ And I fi gured, audiences don’t have 
a thing for that – you still want to see that you’re 
standing off against a million people and you go, 
‘Wow, look at that. I wouldn’t want to mess with 
that.’ And that was also mentally the state that I 
wanted to get to, and I did. 

In the middle of the fi lm, maybe I couldn’t have 
kicked a single person’s ass, but I felt like I could 
kick everybody’s ass and I felt like I wanted to as 
well.

Q: The role is very strong and Spartan-like, 
but there was some room for humanity with your 
family. How did you balance the two sides?

I think you choose your moments. You trust 
that what can be shown in one glimpse – even the 
raising of an eyebrow at a certain point can say so 
much about a person. I think it was a genius idea to 
have the king listen to his wife, to look to my wife 
before I kill the messenger. It shows so much about 
the relationship and the respect and love he has for 
her. He really values her wisdom. 

More is said in this fi lm about those kind of 
things with silence, such as when he leaves his wife 
[for battle]. When he was looking at the queen and 
he’s taking in her whole face, nothing is said but 
you know that he is looking at her for the last time; 
he loves so much about this woman, but it would 
never be said and it makes it more powerful as he 
walks away.

Notoriety as simple as 
angering conservatives
reaction of stifl ed laughter, it would do 
my memory justice.

THE TRAGIC END

While I don’t recommend it, the easiest 
and most enduring way to be remembered 
is to have an odd or tragic death. Fitting 
example: that Greek playwright Aeschylus 
from 458 B.C. who was killed when a 
bird dropped a giant tortoise on his head 
because it mistook his shiny bald spot for 
a stone. Normally, I’d write a joke here but 
I don’t think there’s a need.

For some, after you die, the only way 

to prove you existed in the fi rst place is to 
have your memory continue. In a strange 
way, that almost encourages the person 
to get the most out of life   – even if it is 
warped and condemnable to others. If it 
helps, write your own eulogy and use it as 
a goal. A posthumous retrospective to-do 
list, if you will. If you’re lucky, keep-
ing a big perspective will help you stay 
focused and in control. Because despite 
the massive news coverage, a story as sad 
as Vicky Lynn Hogan’s will never be an 
exciting game show clue. Good Luck.

Find out how to cope with all of life’s 
quirks with this column every other 
Monday.

HOW TO, page 9

For the remainder of these interviews and more Life! stories, log on to www.beaconnewspaper.com
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Crazy Cuts Barber Shop Presents
$5 OFF TUESDAYS

Crazy Cuts Barber Shop is located on 107 Ave across 
the FIU campus, next to Subway and the Roxy theater 

Present this coupon to receive 
$5 off your next cut on Tuesdays

Crazy Cuts Barber Shop offers a variety 
of hair cuts, including but not limited to 

fades, designs, and much more!

305-553-9133

CALLING ALL ACTORS: Junior Carlo Monzon stops at a table set up near the 
Graham Center Forum Feb. 16. Michelle Massanet (seated) was looking for Latin 
Americans to cast for an on-air promotion on MTV Networks Latin America. 

 GAUDRY PUECHAVY/THE BEACON

CASTING CALL 

Biscayne Bay Campus

              Learn about:
 - The vision for BBC and FIU
 - Housing Plan
 - BBC Course Offerings
 - And much more!

COME TO AN OPEN DIALOGUE WITH FIU 
PRESIDENT DR. MODESTO A. MAIDIQUE

STUDENTS, FACULTY, 
AND FIU COMMUNITY 
ARE INVITED

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION - BBC & PINES CENTER 
FOR MORE INFORMATIO: WUC 141, 305.919.5680 SGABBC.FIU.EDU

DANCE, page 9

Dance team restructured 
after leaving University
did not even attend FIU. It was impossible 
to schedule enough practice sessions to 
develop a new routine.”

At “Carnaval,” Lot Six danced an edgy 
routine called the “305” dance. Due to 
the time constraints placed on them, they 
decided to perform that same dance routine 
at Homecoming’s Moonlight Madness and 
decided to use a song fi tting to accompany 
their routine: a Trick Daddy song contain-
ing profane language. Freshman Renata 
Bresciani, who became a Lot Six member in 
2006, said that none of the girls were aware 
of the criteria a song must meet in order to 
be acceptable at Homecoming.

“They knew our style, they knew what 
they were getting,” Bresciani said. “They 
never told us specifi cally what type of song 
we could or couldn’t do.”

During a practice session, members of 
Panther Rage told Lot Six that they could not 
perform at Homecoming using that song.

A discussion followed, which led to 
Lot Six not performing at Homecoming. 
Consequently, the group decided to remove 
itself from FIU and work under Fahrenheit 
Productions, a company that provided the 
dancers with paying jobs. As of press time, 
a Panther Rage representative was unavail-
able for comment.

In the months following Lot Six’s depar-
ture, their fan base demanded that they 

return to FIU, according to Salazar. This
demand has led Salazar, along with four 
other members from last year to make an
attempt to return to FIU.

The new structure of the group will 
involve FIU students only; Salazar and Jen-
nifer Pinillos will be the only members who 
are not FIU students. They plan on recruiting 
girls during the next two months.

When the team returns, it will not be 
affi liated with Panther Rage – the group 
asked Campus Life Advisor Hilda Bernard
to tell them the requirements necessary to
become an offi cial club.

“I told them they needed at least 10 
members, offi cers and offi cial meetings,” 
Bernard said.

If Lot Six returns, it will not be under the 
same name, but under a new undisclosed
name.

“I don’t want to give the name away just
yet,” Bresciani said.    

      We had no spon-
sors, no uniforms or 
fund raising. It was very
hectic and frustrating 
work. – Kaery Salazar

DON’T JUST READ LIFE!, 
BE A PART OF IT!

Apply in GC 210 or WUC 124 or 
e-mail beaconlife@yahoo.com 

for more information

GOT BALLS? WRITE FOR SPORTS! E-MAIL BEACONSPORTS@YAHOO.COM FOR MORE INFO
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STOMP: After the 
melee that took 
place between 
Clemson and 
South Carolina, 
both teams suf-
fered suspensions
and bowl ineligi-
bility (right).
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FIU vs. UM brawl isn’t the 
only f ght to garner attention 
BRAWLS, page 16

2005, the Louisiana State 
Tigers blew away the Hurri-
canes 40-3 in the Chick-fi l-A 
Peach Bowl.

Although both teams 
maintained adequate levels 
of sportsmanlike conduct on 
the fi eld, all hell broke loose 
once the two teams exited 
through the same tunnel.

The fight, attributed to 
trash-talking in the tunnel, 
ended with a police offi cer 
wielding a taser and two UM 
players losing consciousness. 
An apology from UM athletic 
director Paul Dee deemed the 
situation “inappropriate,” just 

like the Hurricanes’ perfor-
mance in the game that day. 

CLEMSON VS. SOUTH 
CAROLINA – NOVEMBER 

20, 2004

In this football game, the 
Clemson Tigers beat the 
South Carolina Gamecocks 
29-7, but not without a fi ght 
– literally. 

With six minutes left in 
the game, benches cleared 
when Tigers defensive line-
man Bobby Williamson tack-
led Gamecocks quarterback 
Syvelle Newton and held 
on to him for a little too 
long. Helmets and punches 

flew before a 10-minute 
game delay ensued as police 
attempted to clear the play-
ing fi eld. 

The result: player suspen-
sions and bowl ineligibility. 
On a side note, some of the 
fi ghting techniques seen in 
this battle eventually made 
their way into the FIU vs. 
UM game almost two years 
later. As you can see, the FIU 
vs. UM game wasn’t the only 
game involving thrown hel-
mets and kicked heads.

I just know that the next 
time the two teams meet, 
I’ll buy my nachos before 
the fi ght.
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Williams hopes workouts 
will boost his draft stock
rently plays for the Wash-
ington Redskins.

“I just try and do what-
ever I can to make myself 
a better player,” Williams 
said.

The six-day tryout gives 
invited players the chance 
to prove they are worthy of 
a draft pick in this year’s 
NFL draft.

W i l l i a m s  s a i d  h e 
wouldn’t mind suiting up 
for a couple of Super Bowl 
champions come Sundays 
next season.

“I would love to play for 
the Colts with Peyton Man-
ning or the [New England] 
Patriots with Tom Brady,” 

Williams said. “[Also], 
Marvin Harrison; you could 
learn so much from him.”

Although Wil l iams’ 
dream is to play next to 
either Super Bowl quarter-
back, he said he would be 
grateful just to be selected 
in the draft by a team. 

“It would be a blessing 
to play anywhere.”

Though he has been 
training hard in hope of 
improving his draft stock, 
Williams has still been 
taking classes at FIU in 
hopes of graduating with a 
B.A. in criminal justice.

“I’m still taking classes 
at night at FIU,” he said. 
“I’m not giving up on 
school. I have 18 credits 

left but if everything works 
out with the NFL, I won’t 
be able to graduate in the 
summer like I had planned 
with my criminal justice 
degree.”

Williams started nine 
out of the 10 games he 
played in during his fi nal 
season, leading the team 
in catches and yards while 
scoring two touchdowns 
and being named Second 
Team All-Sun Belt. 

He was also ranked tenth 
in the country in receptions 
per game at 6.7 and fi nished 
his Golden Panther career 
as the school’s all-time 
leader in receptions with 
203 and second in career 
yards with 2,519.

RECORD BREAKER

DETERMINED: Sophomore swimmer Sara Giovannoni set a school record in the 200-
yard individual medley at the Sun Belt Conference Swimming and Diving Competition. 
Giovannoni set the record fi nishing the medley with a time of 2:04.81, beating her 
record from last year of 2:06.80.

JESSICA MARSHALL/THE BEACON

COMBINE, page 16

JOIN OUR STAFF!
The BEACON is always looking for talented and reliable individuals to join the staff. 
If you have an interest in writing, photography or even grammar, don’t be shy. Stop by 

one of our offi ces located in GC 210 and WUC 124.
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Past Golden Panther point guard recalls path to NBA
SERGIO BONILLA
Asst. Sports Editor

Carlos Arroyo began his 
basketball career in Fajardo, 
Puerto Rico. He holds several 
individual school records, 
including the Golden Pan-
thers’ career record for assists 
(459). He is also the only 
FIU player to ever score 600 
points in a single season, after 
scoring 615 in his senior year 
in 2000-01.

The 6-2 point guard has 
played for the Toronto Rap-
tors, Denver Nuggets, Utah 
Jazz and Detroit Pistons 
and currently plays for the 
Orlando Magic.

Arroyo is also known 
for leading his Puerto Rican 
national team to victory 
against the United States 

JOBS

CLASSIFIEDS

Sitters Wanted. Average $10 per hour. Register free for jobs near campus or home 
www.student-sitters.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Frozen Treats North Miami distributor needs part time help. Flexible hours, 
$9.50/hr. Call 786-314-6131

The Miami Dade County Public Schools Administration offi ce located at1450 NE 
2 Aveenue, has two part-time computer operator positions open in the Education 
Facilities Administration and Planning department. Applicants must have computer 
knowledge with experience in MicroStation/AutoCAD, and Excel/Access. The posi-
tions require individuals to work 25 hours per week/$10.96 per hour. Applicants 
must submit a resume and three letters of recomendation. Incomplete submittals 
will not be accepted. This information may be faxed to (305) 995-1147.

during the opening pre-
liminary round of the 2004 
Summer Olympics.

In an interview via e-mail, 
the former Golden Panther 
talked about his basket-
ball journey from his home 
country through FIU and the 
NBA.

Q: Growing up in Puerto 
Rico, how did you become 
involved in basketball? Did 
you have specifi c mentors 
you tried to model yourself 
after?

My dad was my biggest 
mentor. He showed me how 
to play the sport, and the sac-
rifi ce, discipline and dedica-
tion it takes. He was the one 
that really taught me how to 
play the game and love the 
game.

Q: You set a few records 
while playing at FIU. What 
do you feel were your most 
impressive accomplish-
ments here?

Finishing the four years 
there. I knew it was going to 
be a big task for me to go to 
school by myself and living 
that new experience. I was 
young and immature and 
all I wanted to do was give 
myself a chance to fi nish the 
four years. I didn’t graduate, 
but I fi nished the four years 
playing [like] I wanted to, and 
that was my biggest accom-
plishment at FIU.

Q: You’ve played in the 
NCAA, the NBA and the 
National Superior Basket-
ball League. What has play-
ing in each league taught 

you?
I think, mainly, how to be 

a professional, how to carry 
myself in a game and be a 
professional. Since I was a 
kid, I wanted to be a profes-
sional basketball player. And 
those leagues each taught me 
to be patient and grow in life 
and at school. Each gave me 
a different experience on how 
to deal, not just with sports, 
but [also] with life.

Q: As the fifth Puerto 
Rican to play in the NBA, 
do you feel you have a 
responsibility to be a role 
model for the under-repre-
sented Hispanic community 
in the NBA?

Oh, defi nitely, defi nitely. I 
feel that I want to be a positive 
infl uence in young kids in my 

country and hopefully one 
day they can look at me as a 
role model and somebody that 
did the right things and made 
the right decisions.

Q: What did you tell the 
Puerto Rican National team 
before playing against Team 
USA?

I think, mainly, when you 
play the best team in the 
world, you just have to stay 
together through the negative 
and understand that we’re 
going to make mistakes. But 
we’ve got to play almost 
perfect. And that’s the main 
thing we said.

Q: Where does the defeat 
of the US National Team 
rank among your greatest 
basketball feats?

It’s the biggest win in my 
career. And I know it will be 
from now until I retire. It goes 
down in history as the biggest 
win and the biggest upset in 
Puerto Rican sports history.

Q: How often do you 
re-visit Miami? How often 
do you contact the FIU 
basketball team and old 
coaches?

I had one assistant coach, 
who is now the head coach at 
FIU [Sergio Rouco], and I talk 
to him once in a blue moon. 
But I don’t have a chance to 
go down and watch the games 
because [in the NBA] we’re 
fl ying all over the place and 
we have games. But I do 
have a house in Miami, so I 
go there over the summer and 
spend some time.

If sports 
are the 

only thing 
on your 
mind, 
come 
write 

for The 
Beacon 
and get 
paid to 
watch 
games! 

Stop by 
GC 210 

or 
WUC 124
and fi ll out

an 
application
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ANDONI GONZALEZ-RUA
Staff Writer

For Chandler Williams, play-
ing in the NFL had always been 
a dream. Thanks to a holiday 
gift that arrived in the form of a 
letter, this dream may now be a 
reality.

The day after Christmas, Wil-
liams received an invitation, not 
to a New Year’s Eve party, but 
to the NFL combine in India-
napolis.

“My first reaction was not 
shocked, but rather surprised, 
because of the way that our 
offense played this year,” Wil-
liams said.

The former Golden Panther 
wide receiver was fresh off a 
senior season that saw his team 
fi nish 0-12 and his chances of 
turning pro diminish, before 
receiving the invitation.

The invitation to the six-day, 
all expenses paid trip to the home 
of the Super Bowl champion 
Indianapolis Colts was greeted 
in the Williams household with 
tears of joy. 

Williams began training for 
the combine soon after.

Williams, along with former 
teammate Antwan Barnes and 
a slew of other NFL hopefuls, 
have been working out together in 
Davie, getting ready for the exact 

workouts they will face.
From Feb. 21-27, over 300 

former NCAA football players 
will take part in the 2007 NFL 
Combine at the RCA Dome. 

What await them are fourteen 
of the hardest tests that will 
determine whether or not teams 
should even consider them come 
draft day.

Eight physical tests are con-
ducted: testing speed with the 
40-yard dash, the three-cone drill, 
and the 20- and 60-yard shuttle 
runs; testing jumping abilities 
with the vertical and broad jumps; 
testing strength with the bench 
press and testing ability with the 
specifi c position drills.

The fi nal six tests are designed 
for teams and scouts to see the 
rest of the player: physical mea-
surements, injury evaluations, 
fl exibility, drug and IQ tests, and 
fi nally, NFL team interviews.

Williams knows the competi-
tiveness that awaits him in just a 
few days but is confi dent that he 
can leave a lasting impression on 
the scouts.

“I want to show them that I 
could have played anywhere in 
the country,” he said. “All the 
guys that came from big schools 
[that are training] with us, most of 
the time I am beating their times. 
When we run routes, there is no 
difference between what they are 

doing and what I am doing.”
He has also used some of the 

experiences of current NFL play-
ers that were once in his shoes 
thanks to the plethora of talent 
South Florida has to offer.

“A lot of NFL players come 
back here and train us. I try and 
talk to them and see what they 
have to say. Lloyd Moss [a cur-
rent Golden Panther], his brother
is Santana Moss and I try and 
talk to him and see what he has 
to say,” Williams said. 

Santana Moss is a former Uni-
versity of Miami Hurricane and 
standout wide receiver, who cur-

Christmas letter brings player step closer to NFL

      ven though I was at the University of 
Miami vs. FIU football game on last Oct. 14 at 
the Orange Bowl, I was getting some nachos 
when the fi ght broke out.

Four months have passed since I missed 
out on cheering for our team during the 
infamous altercation and I have since come 
to the following realization: other college 

sports brawls failed to garner the same cover-
age in the mass media – including ESPN and 
YouTube.

One recent college brawl includes a 
January fi ght between fans of two college 
basketball teams: Millersville University and 
Cheyney University. 

You may be asking if I made up those 
names, but I assure you that the schools exist 
– despite the lack of media coverage. 

No matter what news outlets may want you 
to believe, the UM vs. FIU fi ght was not the 
end-all, be-all of college sports brawls. 

Here are some more footbrawls that prove 
a lack of sportsmanship isn’t limited only to 

Other college football brawls need media coverage, too
South Florida:

DARTMOUTH VS. HOLY CROSS 
– OCTOBER 14, 2006

Because the brawl at the Orange Bowl 
received heavy airplay on ESPN highlight 
reels and was the object of countless YouTube 
searches, nobody really paid much attention to 
the other big fi ght that occurred hours before 
the UM vs. FIU game. 

In this match-up between two New 
England schools, an altercation broke out 
after Holy Cross won the game 24-21 in 
overtime. 

Instead of the customary post-game hand-

shakes, players exchanged fi sts. Anybody not
in attendance had a hard time seeing the fi ght,
because the game wasn’t televised. 

Then again, ESPN.com quoted police
chief Nicholas Giacconeas saying, “I don’t
remember seeing anyone using a helmet as 
a weapon.” 

I guess we didn’t miss much.

MIAMI VS. LSU – DECEMBER 30, 2005

Miami’s rough encounter with FIU wasn’t
the university’s fi rst notable fracas. Back in 

COMBINE, page 13
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