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REIMAGINING THE ARCHIVE

Jamie Rogers
Assistant Director of Digital Collections
Florida International University

for computational
analysis at scale



dLOC as Data: 
A Thematic
Approach to
Caribbean
Newspapers
dLOC as Data • https://dlocasdata.domains.uflib.ufl.edu/
Digital Library of the Caribbean • https://dloc.com/
Collections as Data: Part to Whole • https://collectionsasdata.github.io/
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Project
Goals

Access to Caribbean newspapers

for bulk download

A thematic toolkit for text

analysis, focusing on history of

hurricanes and tropical cyclones

and their impact on the region

Outreach strategies and training

opportunities, supporting our

local and dLOC communities

Encourage discussion and

establish best practices for

research and data ethics



Project
Activities

OCR
Improved quality of

text OCR across
collection DATA ACCESS

Structured and
organized text for bulk
download in DataverseINITIAL

ANALYSIS
Identified mentions

of hurricanes and
surrounding text

MACHINE
LEARNING

Training and
running models to

disambiguate
named entities and

generate structured
data

EXPERIMENT
Omeka for potential
crowdsourcing and
interactive map using
StoryMapJS

TEACHING
Offering 6 workshops
for students and
researchers
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Dataverse
Repository
https://dataverse.fiu.edu/dataverse/dloc-as-data



Dataverse
Repository
https://dataverse.fiu.edu/dataverse/dloc-as-data
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Finding the most mentioned storm in a newspaper run with AntConc and OpenRefine • https://bit.ly/2T2AVtA
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https://dlocasdata.domains.uflib.ufl.edu/tag/storymapjs/

StoryMap
"this tool allowed us to build a visual display that both
explores the individual histories of each publication
and presents their relative regions of operation and
influence to users. Each entry in the story map
includes information about the origins, publishers,
primary audiences, and publication frequency of a
particular paper, among other historical details."

- Ivanna Moreno, August 28, 2020

https://dlocasdata.domains.uflib.ufl.edu/author/iv-moreno/
https://dlocasdata.domains.uflib.ufl.edu/uncategorized/building-an-interactive-map-of-select-caribbean-publications-with-storymapjs/
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What is
Supervised Machine Learning?

Label
"CATS"

MACHINE

Step 1 Step 2

MACHINE

"CATS"

"NOT CATS"

*adapted from Hussnain Fareed's "Machine Learning for Dummies" in Towards Data Science, 2018

https://hussnainfareed.medium.com/?source=post_page-----39457e49c65b--------------------------------
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Exploring the Caribbean in DH: 
A dLOC as Data workshop series
https://bit.ly/3ho0Dmm

Foundations: Making Sense of Data

Foundations: Delving into Newspaper

Data
June 4, 11am-12:30pm EDT

Facilitated by Dr. Schuyler Esprit

Student Edition: Your Research as Data

Student Edition: Dreaming with Data
June 11, 11am-12:30pm EDT

Facilitated by Dr. Schuyler Esprit

Ethical Reuse: Disaster-Related Data
June 18, 11am-12:30pm EDT

Facilitated by Dr. Schuyler Esprit

Ethical Reuse: Addressing Bias in Data

Sources

http://dlocasdata.domains.uflib.ufl.edu/exploring-the-caribbean-in-dh-a-dloc-as-data-workshop-series/


Final
Takeaways

 

Good quality OCR is VERY
important

Documentation is essential in
every aspect of research a
project

A clear and well formed
research question is key to data
analysis

Even computer aided analysis
requires significant human
effort and understanding of the
data



Thank you! Jamie Rogers

rogersj@fiu.edu
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