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Mission

e understand “community literacy” as the domain for literacy work that 
exists outside of conventional educational and work institutions. It can be 

found in programs devoted to adult education, early childhood education, 
reading initiatives, lifelong learning, workplace literacy, or work with marginalized 
populations, but it can also be found in more informal, ad hoc projects.

For us, literacy is defined as the realm where attention is paid not just to content 
or to knowledge but to the symbolic means by which it is represented and used. Thus, 
literacy makes reference not just to letters and to text but to other multimodal and 
technological representations as well. We publish work that contributes to the field’s 
emerging methodologies and research agendas.

Subscriptions

As of January 1st, 2016, the CLJ will no longer offer subscriptions to individuals.
It will now accept donations to support continuing publication.
 
Donations to the CLJ in any amount can be made with:

▶▶  a credit card at http://bit.ly/2jjn5ig
▶▶  a check made out to “UA Foundation,” with the Community Literacy Journal in the memo line.

Send checks to:
John Warnock
Department of English
University of Arizona
Tucson, AZ 85721

Donors at the $50 level or above will be sent print copies of the academic year’s issues 
as a gift and given electronic access to the CLJ’s present and past issues, upon request 
to John Warnock at the mailing address above or at johnw@email.arizona.edu.  

The CLJ is a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations to the CLJ may be tax deductible. 
 
Cover Art

Photograph: paz y amor por vida: consejos de south tucson (arte urbano series)  
by Adela C. Licona

adela c. licona’s photography captures surface and depth. with camera in hand, she studies facets, 
textures, colors, patterns, & forms at times to document and at times to interrogate the mundane. 
she approaches her object photography as well as her eco-scapes, arte urbano/ city-scapes, and body-
scapes as “assemblages of stories so far.” through a developed intensity in focus, her photographs 
often invite deeper inspections of the everyday. as artist, scholar, & public rhetor, she is interested in 
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provoking & participating in new ways of seeing & looking — reorientations, meaningful distortions, 
& re/visionings that are informed by — and might also inform — radical re/imaginings of being, 
belonging, and relating to one another, to everyday objects & everyday-scapes, to histories & bodies, 
to places & practices, and to the earth. especially now. in 2017. eyes, hearts, and minds wide open. you 
can follow adela on instagram @entremundista 

Submissions

Th e peer-reviewed Community Literacy Journal seeks contributions for upcoming 
issues. We welcome submissions that address social, cultural, rhetorical, or institutional 
aspects of community literacy; we particularly welcome pieces authored in collaboration 
with community partners.

Manuscripts should be submitted according to the standards of the MLA Handbook 
for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed. (New York: MLA).

Shorter and longer pieces are acceptable (8–25 manuscript pages) depending 
on authors’ approaches. Case studies, refl ective pieces, scholarly articles, etc., are all 
welcome. 

To submit manuscripts, visit our site—communityliteracy.org—and register as an 
author. Send queries to Michael Moore: mmoore46@depaul.edu.

Advertising

Th e Community Literacy Journal welcomes advertising. Th e journal is published twice 
annually, in the Fall and Spring (Nov. and Mar.). Deadlines for advertising are two 
months prior to publication (Sept. and Jan.).

Ad Sizes and Pricing

Half page (trim size 6x4.5)   $200
Full page (trim size 6x9)   $350
Inside back cover (trim size 6x9)  $500
Inside front cover (trim size 6x9)  $600

Format

We accept .PDF, .JPG, .TIF or .EPS. All advertising images should be camera-ready and 
have a minimum resolution of 300 DPI. For more information, please contact Michael 
Moore: mmoore46@depaul.edu.

Copyright © 2017 Community Literacy Journal
ISSN 1555-9734

Th e Community Literacy Journal is a member of the Council of Editors of Learned Journals.



spring 2017

Editorial Advisory Board

Jonathan Alexander	 University of California, Irvine
Nancy Guerra Barron	 Northern Arizona University
David Barton		  Lancaster University, UK
David Blakesley		  Clemson University
Melody Bowdon		  University of Central Florida
Tara Brabazon		  Flinders University, Australia
Danika Burgess		  Rice University
Ernesto Cardenal		 Casa de los Tres Mundos, Managua
Marilyn Cooper		  Michigan Technological University
Linda Flower		  Carnegie Mellon University
Diana George		  Virginia Tech University
Jeff Grabill		  Michigan State University
Laurie Grobman		  Pennsylvania State University
Greg Hart		  YWCA Southern Arizona
Shirley Brice Heath	 Stanford University
Tobi Jacobi		  Colorado State University
Lou Johnson		  River Parishes YMCA, New Orleans 
Paula Mathieu		  Boston College
Regina Mokgokong	 Project Literacy, Pretoria, South Africa
Ruth E. Ray		  Wayne State University
Georgia Rhoades		  Appalachian State University
Mike Rose		  University of California, Los Angeles
Lauren Rosenberg	 New Mexico State University
Tiffany Rousculp		  Salt Lake Community College
Cynthia Selfe		  The Ohio State University
Tanya Shuy		  U.S. Department of Education
Vanderlei de Souza	 Faculdade de Tecnologia de Carapicuíba, São Paulo
John Trimbur		  Emerson College
Christopher Wilkey	 Northern Kentucky University



community literacy journal

 
 Editors 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Assistant Editor 
 
 

Assistant Editors 
 
 

Design & Production Editor 
 
 

Copy Editors 

 
Michael R. Moore   
DePaul University 

John Warnock  
University of Arizona 
 
Amanda Gaddam 
DePaul University
 
Mariana Grohowski
Indiana University Southeast

Ekram Othman
DePaul University
 
Saul Hernandez
Georgia College and State University

Sarah Hughes 
Washtenaw Community College

Dana Jabri 
DePaul University

Katelyn Pfaff
DePaul University

Bridget Wagner 
DePaul University

Kelly Whitney
New Mexico State University

 

 

 



spring 2017

 
Journal Manager 

 
 

Book & New Media Review Editor

Social Media Editor 
 
 

Consulting Editors

 
Mike Hernandez 
DePaul University

Jessica Shumake 
University of Arizona

Saul Hernandez, Assistant Editor
Georgia College and State University

Janel R. G. Murakami 
University of Arizona

Rachel Buck
University of Arizona

Maria Conti
University of Arizona

Janel R. G. Murakami
University of Arizona

Eric Plattner
DePaul University

Stephanie Vie
University of Central Florida

 

 
 



community literacy journal

Spring 2017
Volume 11 Issue 2

Articles

1

16

30

43

65

Brokering Literacies: 
Child Language Brokering in Mexican Immigrant Families  
Steven Alvarez    

“My Little English”: 
a Case Study of Decolonial Perspectives on Discourse  
in an After-School Program for Refugee Youth
Michael T. MacDonald  

Looking Outward:  
Archival Research as Community Engagement  
Whitney Douglas 

Who Researches Functional Literacy? 
Donita Shaw, Kristen H. Perry, Lyudmyla Ivanyuk, Sarah Tham  
 
Navigating Difficulty in Classroom-Community Outreach Projects 
Lauren Rosenberg



spring 2017

Book & New Media Reviews

74

76

80

84

89

93

98

From the Book & New Media Review Editor’s Desk 
Jessica Shumake
Saul Hernandez, Assistant Editor

Reframing the Subject: 
Postwar Instructional Film and Class-Conscious Literacies
By Kelly Ritter 
Reviewed by Christopher M. Brown

The Slow Professor: 
Challenging the Culture of Speed in the Academy 
By Maggie Berg and Barbara K. Seeber
Reviewed by Sandra D. Shattuck

Composition in the Age of Austerity
By Nancy Welch and Tony Scott 
Reviewed by Rachel Buck

Grassroots Literacies: 
Lesbian and Gay Activism and the Internet in Turkey
By Serkan Görkemli 
Reviewed by Madelyn Pawlowski

The Desire for Literacy: 
Writing in the Lives of Adult Learners
By Lauren Rosenberg 
Reviewed by Sally Benson

Freedom Writing: 
African American Civil Rights Literacy Activism, 1955–1967
By Rhea Estelle Lathan 
Reviewed by Eric A. House


	Front Matter
	Recommended Citation

	Front Matter

