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BBC: 
High turnout at 
Career Fair
Pg. 3

OLD AND NEW: At the Subway 
food venue in the Graham Center 
(left), students wait long lines to be 
served. Behind the white walls 
at the Graham Center Atrium 
(bottom), the  future Subway food 
venue is being constructed. The 
tiles have already been placed in. 
LEONCIO ALVAREZ (LEFT) AND EDDIE ZENG (BOTTOM)/THE 
BEACON

Valentine Pros and Cons,  Pg. 6New dining service welcomed, Pg. 4 Skier looking to make comeback, Pg. 12

Changes coming to University Park dining 

BY GEOFFREY ANDERSON JR.
Staff Writer

“Burger King: Coming Soon” 
reads the sign placed in front 
of the now-defunct Smoothie 
Time at University Park campus 
Graham Center. Similar signs 
announcing new campus food 
locations have recently appeared 
all over campus and are making 
students wonder when the new 
dining locales will open. 

“The signs all say that these 
new restaurants are coming 
soon, but there haven’t been 
any exact dates announced,” said 
sophomore Benjamin Mancia. I 
had heard that there would be 
more restaurants when the GC 
Atrium opened, but students are 
still waiting.”

The delays in bringing about 
new dining venues have been 
due to contract details regard-
ing  Aramark Innovative Dining 
Solutions, FIU’s current food 

EXPANDED MENU

services operator.
“Development was initially 

put off because the original 
Aramark contract was going 
to expire. The account went 
out to bid,” said Jeff Nadlman, 
resident district manager of food 
services.

The account was bade on by 
Aramark, Sodexho and Chart-
wells food services corporations. 
Aramark was awarded a new 
10-year deal with a two year 
renewal option. The paperwork 
was fi nalized Jan. 17.

“Both parties negotiated in 
good faith and legal counsel took 
the time to review everything. 
It doesn’t happen overnight. It 
took seven months to negoti-
ate the individual points of the 
deal,” Nadlman said.

According to Nadlman, an 
expanded Subway will be the 
fi rst of several new restaurants 
opening. Although a Subway is 
already located in the GC main 

food court, the restaurant is 
being relocated to the Atrium 
in order to provide more room 
for lines. The newly relocated 
eatery will be bigger and divided 
into two separate portions, both 
containing individual points of 
sale. While no specifi c opening 
dates are available on the new 
dining places, the expanded 
Subway is expected to open in 
late March. 

“It’s a dual Subway,” Nadl-
man said. “By having two parts 
with separate points of sale, less 
time is spent waiting in line. The 
primary concern is the wait-
ing time. During peak periods, 
we can operate both bays and 
during slower periods, one can 
be used.”

Besides the expanded Subway, 
the Atrium will also house Bene 
Pizza and Pasta. 

The Italian eatery is a larger 
version of the restaurant that 
already appears in the Breezeway 

Café. This larger variation 
will have more space for 
equipment, allowing for 
an expanded menu and 
shorter wait times. 

Einstein Bros. Bagels is 
another chain opening in the 
Atrium this year. With a variety 
of bagels and sandwiches avail-
able, the soon-to-open eatery 
will have a diverse menu that 
students, like sophomore Ben 
Temeyer, fi nd enjoyable. 

“Einstein Bros Bagels is defi -
nitely a good idea for FIU. Being 
able to grab one of those deli-
cious bagels with cream cheese 
before heading to class will be 
awesome,” Temeyer said.

Other students shared similar 
sentiments about the devel-
opment of the Atrium’s food 
court.

“It’s about time that the 
Atrium is used for something 
besides studying. There has been 
nothing there since it opened. 
With a new food court, GC 
should be livelier and better 
than ever,” said senior Henry 
Wolfi nger. 

Although the GC Atrium has 
three new incoming restaurants, 
the GC Main Food Court will 
also be seeing several changes in 
the coming months. Burger King 
is currently undergoing design 
and has occupied Smoothie 
Time’s original location.

“Burger King is in its design 
phase. You’ll be seeing a wall in 
front of it as soon as construction 
starts,” Nadlman said. 

So  what  happened  to 
Smoothie Time?

“The owner [of the Smoothie 
Time] was willing to give up 
the space to the University for a 
Burger King,” noted Nadlman.

Among other changes in the 
GC Main Food Court are the 

additions of Café Bustelo and 
Miso Noodle and Sushi Bar and 
the expansion of Pollo Tropi-
cal. Café Bustelo is scheduled 
to replace Java City and Miso 
Noodle and Sushi Bar will take
over Subway’s old location. To
determine the dining habits of
students, focus groups and web-
based surveys are done every
semester.

“Based on our fi ndings, Café 
Bustelo is what students are
looking for,” said Nadlman. “As 
for Miso, the place will have a 
sushi chef providing fresh sushi 
daily to students.” 

Aside from dining renovations
in GC, both the Green Library
and the new Recreation Center 
are receiving dining additions as 
well. A fully-licensed Starbucks 
is on track to replace the cur-
rent Java City in the library’s
fi rst fl oor.

“Right now, we’re looking at 
square footage to see if there is 
enough space for the Starbucks,” 
Nadlman said. 

Camille’s Sidewalk Café, set 
to open last month in the Rec-
reation Center, now faces an 
uncertain opening date. 

When the restaurant does 
open, however, students will 
be treated to a wide variety of 
wraps, sandwiches and smooth-
ies. As for Gracie’s Grill and the 
new Lakeview Hall, there are
contractual options for dining 
expansions, but nothing has 
been fi nalized. 

“There is a expansion option 
for Gracie’s Grill. There are also 
options for housing, but that 
is a university-wide decision,”
Nadlman said. 

President Maidique reveals 
retirement contract plans 

BY ANA SANCHEZ
News Editor

President Modesto A. 
Maidique revealed to The 
Miami Herald that in con-
sultation with his attorney, 
he is shopping around for a 
retirement plan, proposing a 
sum of $250,000 in his new 
contract. 

The proposal is yet to be 
reviewed by the Board of 

Trustees.
Speaking through the office 

of Media Relations, President 
Maidique did not directly respond 
to the questions posed by The 
Beacon, however these were his 
responses:

“No, I have no plans to leave 
FIU and I do not expect this will 
be my last contract,” Maidique 
said.

President Maidique, along with 
his attorney, researched contracts 

from other universities such as 
the University of Florida, Flor-
ida State University, University 
of Central Florida and Florida 
Atlantic University.

According to The Miami 
Herald, the proposed contract 
includes a year-long sabbati-
cal, then, a return to FIU as a 
professor at his present salary 
which would make him the 
highest-paid, full-time professor 
by more than $100,000.
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THIS WEEK ON CAMPUS

MONDAY • FEBRUARY 13

TUESDAY • FEBRUARY 14

WEDNESDAY • FEBRUARY 15

Hearst Distinguished Lecture Series “Hur-
ricane Advertising – The Good Hurricane” 
with guest speaker Rob Reilly, vice president 
and creative director of Crispin Porter and 
Bogusky: 6 p.m., Mary Ann Wolfe Theatre 
(BBC)

Biscayne Bay Dramatics – “Butterfl ies are 
Free”: 8 p.m., Mary Ann Wolfe Theatre (play-
ing Monday the 13th through Sunday the 19th) 
(BBC)

SPC Pan-African Shhh Series: 7 p.m., Uni-
versity Park Towers Lounge (UP)

Panther Rage Meeting: 4 p.m., GC 140 
(UP)

Peruvian Student Forum: 5 p.m., GC 150 

FRIDAY• FEBRUARY 17

THURSDAY• FEBRUARY 16

The Beacon is published on Mondays and Thursdays during 
the Fall and Spring semesters and once a week during Summer B. 
Advertising inquiries for classifi ed, local and national ads may be 
addressed to our advertising department in our newsroom. One 
copy per person. Additional copies are 25 cents. The Beacon is not 
responsible for the content of ads. Ad content is the sole respon-
sibility of the company or vendor. The Beacon is an editorially 
independent newspaper partially funded by Student and Services 
fees that are appropriated by Student Government.

EDITORIAL BOARD

The Beacon offi ce is located in the Graham Center, room 210 
at the University Park campus. Questions regarding display adver-
tising and billing should be directed to the Advertising Manager 
at 305.348.2709. Mailing address: Graham Center, room 210, 
Miami, FL 33199. Fax number is 305.348.2712. Biscayne Bay 
Campus is 305.919.4722. Offi ce hours are 9 a.m. –  4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. E-mail: Beacon@fi u.edu. Visit us online 
at: www.beaconnewspaper.com
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U.N. advisor criticizes American apathy
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Valentine’s Day!
Campus Bible Fellowship Bible Study: 11 

a.m., WUC 157 (BBC)
Pan-African Celebration Play: 6:30 p.m., 

Mary Ann Wolfe Theatre (BBC)
On Point Poetry’s Champagne Room Love 

Poetry: 8 p.m., WUC 245 (BBC)
Pan-African Celebration Dinner/Discus-

sion: 8 p.m., Ballrooms (BBC)
Student Programming Council Play: 8 p.m., 

WUC Panther Square (BBC)

SGA Student Services Fair: 11 a.m., WUC 
Panther Square (BBC)

Student Organizations Council Club Fair: 
11 a.m., WUC Panther Square (BBC)

Student Programming Council General 
Meeting: 4 p.m., WUC 157 (BBC)

Sephardic & Oriental Jewry Guest Lecture: 
6:30 p.m., WUC Ballrooms (BBC)

African New World Studies Program pres-
ents “Egypt the Oldest Daughter of Ethio-
pia”; Guest Speaker Theophile Obenga: 7 
p.m., Kovens Conference Center

Black Students Mixer: 7 p.m., WUC Panther 
Square (BBC)

Golden Panthers Women’s Basketball hosts 
South Alabama: 7 p.m., Pharmed Arena Tickets 
- $5 (Adults), $3 (FIU Faculty and staff, seniors 
and children), FREE (FIU Students with ID) 
(UP)

University Chorale: 8 p.m., Wertheim Per-
forming Arts Center Concert Hall (PAC 170) 
(Tickets – Free) (UP)

SPC and CSA present Heartbreakers Party: 
10 p.m., Gracie’s Grill (UP)

BY ADRIAN CORDERO
Contributing Writer
 
Lack of support from 

the United States toward 
human rights was one of 
the prevalent topics dis-
cussed by Gillian Sorensen, 
senior advisor to the United 
Nations Foundation, who 
came to spoke at University 
Park on Feb. 8.

Sorensen began her 
speech by stressing the 
importance of the United 
Nation in our world of 
increasing globalization; a 
position representative of 
what the UNF stands for.

Sorensen attributes 
the lack of support from 
the United States and its 
institutions for the United 
Nations, to the little aware-
ness in high schools and 
seldom-found awareness 
outside of a political science 
arena in college. According 
to Sorensen, this is beyond 
reproach.

“The United Nations is 
our world’s greatest mech-
anism for making peace,” 
Sorensen said. 

“This was an opportu-
nity to bring someone from 
the United Nation as foun-
dation- an expert on global 
issues -  to expose such 
matters to FIU’s faculty 
and students,” said Jennifer 
Vasquez, vice president of 
the Miami United Nations 
Association and graduate 
student.

UNA and FIU’s women 
studies department hosted 
the lecture.

Sorensen mentioned 
several human rights cases 
currently under review 
world-wide by the United 
Nations. 

This was part of the 
title of the discussion; 
International Interven-
tion in Humanitarian 
Crises. Overall,  genocide 
in Sudan was dominant in 
her speech, along with the 
lack of response to the situ-
ation. Genocide in Sudan 

SUPPORT: Senior advi-
sor to the United Nations 
(top), Gillian Sorensen 
spoke at University Park 
Feb. 8.  Yaniv Kleinman 
(left), majoring in inter-
national relations asked 
Sorensen a question. 
EDDIE ZENG /THE BEACON

has resulted from civil war 
between the north and 
south, due to differences in 
religion, culture and race.   

“If we know that geno-
cide is taking place, why 
is America not the lead-
ing advocate to intervene? 
How long can one be indif-
ferent? How many deaths 
will it take?” Sorensen 
said.

She did mention, how-
ever, that just two days 
earlier, the U.S. Security 
Council finally passed a 
resolution to send a peace-
keeper to the war torn 
country.

“Although she spoke 
of the idyllic notion of 
U.S. intervention without 
personal interest, the talk 
seemed a little generic. 
I agree that the world, 
including the U.S., needs 
to intervene in situations 
like Sudan but we need 
to be extremely careful on 
how we do this,” said junior 
Ivanessa Arostegui, who is 
majoring in women’s stud-
ies and English. 

Sorensen recounted 
political events involving 
the United States and their 
approach to the war against 
Iraq. 

She said the United 
Nations found the evi-
dence the United States 
presented about weapons 

of mass destruction in Iraq 
unconvincing. The United 
Nations dismissed the 
United States’s reports of 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion as not concurrent with 
the facts, a notion since 
validated with the complete 
absence of such weapons in 
the region. 

Still, she affirms that 
the United Nations is very 
much engaged in the strug-
gle over Iraq today, seeking 
to stabilize the country for 
the sake of its people. 

Besides the lack of infor-
mation sought out by indi-
vidual citizens, Sorensen 
stressed apathy as the larg-
est obstacle to action. 

“Indifference is not con-
sciously sound. We take 
our blessings for granted,” 
Sorensen said. “What is 
needed to help make peace 
in these extremely volatile 
situations is not American 
lives, but things we can sac-
rifi ce that will only margin-
ally affect us relative to how 
it will aid these people.” 

SGA BEAT

– Compiled by Adrian Diaz

• There will be a going away party for John Bonanno on Feb. 16. 

• SGA is planning a university-wide constitutional review. The SGA consti-
tution has not undergone any signifi cant changes since 2002. 

• SGA annual retreat will take place Feb. 18 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Casino.

• Election dates for University Park campus can now be found online on at 
http://www.fi u.edu/%7Esga/temp5.htm.

• SGA scholarship applications have been rescheduled to be in conjunction 
with the Biscayne Bay Campus and they will be available Feb. 13 at 5 p.m. The 
application deadline is March 17.

SGA – Student Government Meet & Greet: 
2 p.m., WUC 155 (BBC)

Student Organizations Council General 
Meeting: 2:30 p.m., WUC 159 (BBC)

Bay Vista Hall Council Fashion Show: 8 
p.m., Ballrooms   (BBC)

SPC Films presents Elizabethtown (Orlando 
Bloom, Kirsten Dunst): 7 p.m., 10 p.m.; GC 
140 (UP) 

Wind Ensemble in tribute to Alfred Reed 
with Guest Speaker, Violet Vagramian: 8 p.m., 
Wertheim Performing Arts Center Concert Hall 
(PAC 170) (Tickets – Free) (UP)

YMCA Gospel Night out Concert: 8 p.m., 
WUC Ballrooms (BBC)

Hospitality and Tourism Management 
Luncheon: 12 p.m., HM Dining Room

Bassoon Concert with Piano and Clari-
net: 8 p.m., Wertheim Performing Arts Center 
Concert Hall (PAC 170) (BBC)

SPC Pan-African UP Dance Show: 7 p.m., 
Ballrooms (UP)

– Compiled by Reuben Pereira

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
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BY FERNANDO ANZOATEGUI 
Contributing Writer

Booths were set up through-
out the Wolfe University Center, 
poster boards describing several 
volunteer-work organizations 
were displayed at each table 
and hip-hop music was playing 
in the background. 

That was the scene at the 
2006 Biscayne Bay Campus’s 
Volunteer Fair, which took 
place Feb. 7. 

The coordinator for the 
event was Yselande Pierre, 
also  director for the Center of 
Leadership and Services. 

Patty Temino, ass istant 
director for the Center of Lead-
ership, helped Pierre through-
out the event. 

The event took place to 
promote volunteer work for 
non-profi t organizations trying 
to make a difference in both 
Miami-Dade and Broward 
County by giving back to the 

community. 
Such organizations included 

Big Brother, Big Sister, North 
Miami Foundation for Senior 
Citizens’ Services, Miami Chil-
dren’s Museum, All Aboard 
Tutoring Program and Alter-
native Spring Break, among 
others.

Considering that the popu-
lation in South Florida some-
times displays an egoistic image 
and students can get caught 
up in their school work and 
personal lives, this was an event 
where the elderly and handicap 
 – those who need help the most 
 – were remembered. 

Adam Effertz, a representa-
tive from Big Brother and Big 
Sister, was present and hoped 

to get students involved. 
“Our mission is to provide 

mentors for all children that 
need or want one in all of Dade 
County, through a profes-
sional-supported one [on] one 
relationship with the child,” 
Effertz said.

Acco r d ing  to  the  B ig 
Brother, Big Sister website, 
this program has even received 
national attention from Presi-
dent George W. Bush. 

“I call upon the people of 
the United States to recognize 
the importance of mentoring, 
to look for opportunities to 
serve as mentors in their com-
munities and to observe this 
month with appropriate activi-
ties and programs,” Bush said, 

according to the site.   
Another organization pres-

ent was the Nor th Miami 
Foundation for Senior Citi-
zens’ Services, which is a pri-
vate non-profit organization 
who’s mission is to allow senior 
citizens to remain independent 
in their own home for as long 
as possible. 

“We do this through the 
provision of Social Services 
such as Meals on Wheels, trans-
portation and volunteers to 
help them with any problems 
they might have,” said Sandi E. 
Dioli Kumm, spokesperson for 
the North Miami Foundation 
for Senior Citizens. 

The All-Aboard Tutoring 
program was also present and 

Companies solicit necessary volunteer help

BY RINA LANKRY
Contributing Writer

Students from all majors marched up 
the stairs to the Wolfe University Center’s 
ballroom in search of career information 
and professional success.

The Offi ce of Career Services at the 
Biscayne Bay Campus organized this year’s 
Career and Internship Fair  Feb. 8. Students 
had an opportunity to speak with recruiters 
from 53 notable companies who were in 
attendance from a range of fi elds.

The companies which attracted the most 
attention were Telemundo, MTV Latin 
America, WSVN 7, The Disney College 
Program and government agencies such as 
the FBI and the State Department. 

All of the companies eagerly greeted 
BBC’s diverse student population.

However, at the entrance to the fair, 
some students hesitated to enter because 
they were not dressed in business attire. 

Dafney Claudia Reich, associate director 
of the Career Services department at BBC, 
said that this year employers were not too 
preoccupied about the dress code. 

“Employers want to see quality and 
people dressed to impress,” Reich said. 
“It helps the students, but freshmen [and] 
sophomore students, who may or may not 
be looking for a job right now, want to see 
what a fair is like. If they come in jeans or 
shorts, [we] let them go in and see if maybe 
next time they will do that.”

The participating companies were 
pleased with the strong turnout. 

Rolando Contreras, staffi ng offi cer for 
Miami-Dade Public Schools, received a 
big response for substitute teaching from 
students – many who weren’t education 
majors. 

“It doesn’t matter what major your 
major is. You can be a teacher. You can 
teach math, you can teach science. Subject 
area tests qualify you to teach,” Contreras 
said.  

This was new information for Heather 
Callam, a junior majoring in psychology. 
She came to the fair without a resume and 
was looking for a paid internship or job. 
After hearing that, she collected informa-
tion on substitute teaching.

Last year, Costa Cruise Line hired Sandy 
Boukobza, an international student who is 
majoring in hospitality and management. 
Boukobza attended the fair this year out 
of curiosity. 

“I think it’s excellent that the school 
brings the jobs to us,” Boukobza said.  
“Until you get your degree, you’re not sure 
and you’re still asking a lot of questions. It’s 
an opportunity for us as young people to 
[see how] the real world works. Even if it’s 
not for me, you become interested.” 

Boukobza met with recruiters from 
Disney and is thinking about joining them 
in Orlando for six months. Telemundo 
and MTV’s internship programs were 
specifi cally targeted for mass communica-
tion majors, while companies like Carnival 
Cruise Lines and the Delano/Shore Club 
were recruiting hospitality management 
majors. 

WSVN 7 and Telemundo accepted 
resumes for entry-level positions – even 
non-Spanish speakers were considered – but 
most students were directed to the compa-
ny’s website to apply online for any available 
work and internship opportunities.

However, other organizations were 
interested in students with undecided 
majors and were offering paid job oppor-
tunities in different departments of their 
companies. 

The Disney College Program and the 
National Geospatial Intelligence Agency 
offered co-op opportunities for students 
to work full time one semester and go to 
school during another semester. 

Government jobs seemed to attract 
many students. The FBI and State Depart-
ment desks were bustling all day. 

“We have something for every major. 

“Every major” represented at Career Fair

CAREER CALL: Victor 
Rota (top right), ex-
ecutive team leader for 
Target, offered profes-
sional advice to Felipe 
Gonzalez and Valentin 
Termilien (top left), both 
fi nance majors. Laqui-
sha George (left), Hu-
man Resources assistant 
for Levy Restaurant, intro-
duced accounting major 
Rosavelle Henry, to the 
fi nance aspect of restau-
rants BETSY MARTINEZ/THE BEACON

Foreign Service is in any fi eld or any level 
from GED to PhD, as long as you pass the 
examination,” said Mark Boulware, who has 
been a diplomat for the U.S. Department of 
State for over 30 years. 

His wife, Nora, was also recruiting. “It’s 
a huge variety. We have scientists, doctors, 
lawyers and engineers, she said. You can be 
a diplomat and represent the United States 
overseas.

Callam said that this was the most success-

ful Career Fair since she has been at FIU.  
“I’ve been coming to the fair every year 

but this year, I felt that the reps were really 
interested in giving the students jobs. I was 
just coming to get free stuff, but FIU did a 
good job,” said Callam. 

Students who weren’t able to attend the 
fair can get the list of companies who were 
represented and their contact information on 
the Career Services website at http://career.
fi u.edu

so was Carmen Ahmed, a 
representative for the All-
Aboard Tutoring/Mentoring 
program. 

“The All-Aboard Tutor-
ing/Mentoring program is an 
early intervention educational 
program designed to improve 
the academic performance of 
at-risk children in order to pre-
vent failure in kindergarten and 
fi rst grade,” Ahmen said.  

T h i s  v o l u n t e e r  g r o u p 
requires participants to attend 
a weekly hour-long session with 
a young child. 

The meetings must total 24 
hours in an entire school year.

This year’s Volunteer Fair 
did not attract many students, 
however, sophomore Liz Cer-
vantes was looking to volun-
teer.

“I saw it when I was walking 
[through Panther Square] and 
I’m interested in community 
service because I used to be a 
tutor,” Cervantes said.

I call upon the people of the United State to recognize the importance of men-
toring, to look for opportunities to serve as mentors in their communities, and 
to observe this month with appropriate activities and programs. 

““ George W. Bush, President of the U.S.  
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Muslims’ anger over derogatory 

cartoons depicting prophet justifi ed 
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Editorial

New dining services are 
welcomed despite delays

Apparently, the Graham Center 
Atrium has a purpose other than 
to provide a quiet retreat from the 
noise and chicken smell that is in 
the GC main food court. 

FIU is planning to add a vari-
ety of food services to the area 
this year, including an expanded 
Subway restaurant (relocated from 
the GC main food court), Bene 
Pizza and Pasta and an Einstein 
Bros. Bagels. In the food court 
that exists now we’ll get a sushi 
restaurant called Miko, and, per-
haps most exciting to students, a 
Burger King where a Smoothie 
Time once stood. 

In addition to giving the Atrium 
a purpose other than pleasing the 
aesthetic sensibilities of FIU stu-
dents, the addition of these locales 

will fi x the food court’s two big 
faults: long lines and lack of variety. 
With two locations where students 
can go to buy food, lunchtime will 
certainly seem less crowded and 
will take a much shorter time. 

The addition of a fresh sushi 
restaurant will no doubt be an 
improvement over the six bland-
looking rolls offered in the Pan-
therstop. The expansion also 
allows students to have a healthier 
meal, a stark contrast to the Burger 
King that will open around the 
corner. 

Although these changes will 
be a welcomed addition to GC, 
no date has been set for when 
they will take place. This has been 
an ongoing problem for dining 
services at FIU. Last March, the 

University shared a similar plan 
for the Atrium, but it never came 
to fruition. In fact, the University 
seems to have been unsure of 
what to do with the Atrium since 
it was built. Ideas have ranged 
from spaces for DJs and bands to 
podiums for speeches. Mostly, it 
has served as a dance hall for the 
Salsa Kings and a quiet place to 
study when break dancers are not 
around blasting their music. 

The initial excitement students 
may have felt at these promises 
were dulled by the long wait. Now 
that the plans have been approved, 
it looks as though the changes will 
add variety and life to GC. It is 
a shame, however, that students 
have had to wait so long for these 
changes.

I was reading the article, 
“Muslim Communities Over-
reacts to Danish Comic Strip,” 
regarding the Danish comic 
strip and how the Muslim 
community overreacted to 
that. As Muslims we have cer-
tain beliefs regarding all reli-
gions. The Muslim community 
would have been disgusted just 
as much if these cartoons rep-
resented other religious fi gures 
from other religions. 

The disturbing part of the 
matter is that people today 
look over all Muslims as ter-
rorists and Islam as a religion 
is the source. The reason that 
people felt offended by these 
cartoons is that the cartoons 
pictured Islam as a terror-
ist religion by emphasizing 
Prophet Mohammed as a 
terrorist. 

How would other religions 
feel if that was the case to their 
religious fi gures? I do not want 
to justify the burning of the 
consulates and fatal demon-
strations, which is mostly done 
by some uneducated people, 
because this is the minor-
ity percentage of the whole 
Islamic world. In addition, it 
is wrong to face this problem 
in such a way. 

However, free speech 

Although the writer of 
the article, presents an inter-
esting point when he says 
that “terrorists have indeed 
become too infl uential,” I 
have to ask myself where is 
he getting his information, 
it’s almost like he’s mishear-
ing it through some kind of 
broken grapevine.

The writer begins with an 
adorable oratory, going on 
about how he could manage 
to extend himself to fathom 
the logic behind Muslims 
and terrorists (clearly one 
and the same in this arti-
cle) wanting to voice their 
“twisted” defenses over bla-
tant insults to one of their 
holiest religious fi gures.  

The writer of the article 
claims to be bewildered at 
Muslim fanatics around the 
world starting up “a deadly 
fuss in protest of nothing 
else – but comic strips.”

I would hate to bewilder 
the writer more, but I have 
to inform him that it’s not 
just the evil Muslim fanat-
ics who are protesting the 
Danish comic strips depict-
ing Prophet Muhammad. 
To an uninformed person, 
it seems silly to get upset 
over political cartoons in a 

daily newspaper, but it is 
forbidden, in the Muslim 
faith, to depict any of the 
Holy Prophets or God in a 
picture, drawing, painting, 
sketching and yes, even a 
simple little comic strip pub-
lished in a national news-
paper.  

Is it really so bewilder-
ing  to be offended and to 
actually protest about it? 
How is that petty bully-
ing? The comic strips are 
not as simple as a an draw-
ing a picture at his desk 
and concealing the Prophet 
Muhammad’s face. 

There is a car toon of 
Prophet Muhammad with 
devil horns, one depicting 
the Prophet and a lit bomb 
on his head and even one 
with the Prophet at the gates 
of heaven greeting suicide 
bombers with “stop, stop, 
we’ve run out of virgins.” 

You promote freedom of 
speech, but you have to keep 
in mind that there is also 
the freedom to react, the 
freedom to boycott and the 
freedom to protest.

-Rusol Yasin
junior

Pre-Med major  

should not be exercised in 
such a racist way, showing that 
a group of people are all terror-
ist based on religion; whereas, 
in fact, other issues like the 
Holocaust were mentioned 
once by one of the leaders and 
the matter escalated all the way 
to the United Nations. 

So it is racist to mention 
that, but such cartoons are 
not! How would people feel 
if these cartoons targeted 
Christian or Jewish religious 
figures? Wouldn’t they feel 
the same? Again, that does 
not justify what was done over 
the matter. I think the Muslim 
world lost a lot of its ground 
on a just case by having some 
irresponsible acts by some 
unoffi cial parties. 

Furthermore, I think the 
writer exaggerated by foresee-
ing a war on countries by ter-
rorist groups like Hezbollah, 
which is a group fi ghting for 
their invaded land in Lebanon. 
I think that if someone wants 
to exercise this right, real ter-
rorists should be targeted not 
religious fi gures.

-Abdullah J. Zakariya
Graduate student

Electrical Engineering 
major

BY CHRISTOPHER NECUZE
Opinion Editor

As a photo technician for the 
company CVS, I am blessed 
(note sarcasm) to work near 
the tabloid section of the store. 
This is the part of the store with 
an allure that attracts almost 
everyone. 

Tabloids are nothing but a 
guilty pleasure that, no matter 
how vocal you are about the 
literature being nothing more 
than no good rubbish, you can’t 
seem to keep yourself from read-
ing the headlines on the covers 
or just outright picking up the 
whole publication.

The relationship of Nick 
Lachey and Jessica Simpson 
was probably one of the most 
documented and publicized 
relationships of the recent past. 
Tabloid after tabloid – not to 
mention their own TV show, 
“Newlyweds: Nick and Jessica” 
– scrutinized every aspect of the 

young couple’s life together. It 
was only a matter of time before 
all of this attention would take 
its toll on the stability of their 
relationship.

L a c h e y  a n d  S i m p s o n 
announced their divorce after 
months of supposed scandals, 
affairs, alien abductions – the 
whole works. The tabloids really 
outdid themselves this time and 
it’s a shame, too, because even 
I, Mr. Skeptic himself, had them 
pegged as the real thing.

You don’t have to be an inter-
nationally known super couple, 
nor must you have your personal 
life published among the pages 
of OK! and Us Weekly to suffer 
from the very same maladies 
which ruined the newlweds and 
countless other couples.         

Keeping love a couple’s game

Relationships that bask in the
public eye, whether it be the
eyes of a million or a few, have
to deal with unnecessary pres-
sure that those who keep their
relationships discreet don’t have
to worry about. 

This lesson was taught to me
by my own personal experiences.
Most, if not all, of my past rela-
tionships have been with women
who did not attend my school.
Though this isolated my signifi -
cant other from my main base of
friends, it also kept my relation-
ship removed from the rumor
mill that was high school. 

This isolation gave me and
my partner the opportunity to
create a relationship apart from

See LOVE, page 5

This isolation gave me and my partner the 
opportunity to create a relationship apart from 
the juvenile, immature dramas which ruled the 
high school social scene.
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Should the evangelicals be allowed 
to give possibly incindiary ser-
mons on campus?

WHAT DO YOU  THINK?

• Yes – It is their First Amendment right.

55%

• No – What they were saying was hurtful and 
derogatory.

6%

•   No – The First Amendment only goes so far. Their 
rhetoric was meant to anger and could have incited a 
riot.

34%

• Yes – They had the courage to say what’s right in 
an unwelcoming crowd.

5%

Total participants: 61
Cast your vote at www.beaconnewspaper.com

QUOTATIONATION
“FYI from FEMA.”
– An e-mail from the agency, detailing the extent 

of the damage soon after the breaking of the levees in 
New Orleans. The e-mail and other documents show 
that news of the damage reached the White House 
much sooner than they might have led on.

“The mayor never was a Republican, he always was 
a liberal Democrat.”

– Thomas V. Ognibene, New York City Council 
Republican leader, on Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
political shift after his reelection. Many have noticed 
that he is leaning more to the left. 

“Any weakness ... will result in a negative effect – not 
only for Israel, but also for the Palestinian people and 
for the international community.”

– Tzipi Livini, Israeli Foreign Minister, on Rus-
sia’s decision to invite Palestinian election winner 
Hamas to Moscow for talks. Israel has protested 
strongly to the decision. 

“I heard that there would be more restaurants when 
the Graham Center Atrium opened, but students are 
still waiting.”

– Benjamin Mancia, a sophomore, on dining 
services around the University Park.

 
WINNER
Teenage boys: A new government analysis shows 
that teenage girls are trying drugs and alcohol at 
higher rates than boys are. The study is believed to 
be biased, however, because it took into account 
the mickeys administered to the girls by the boys. 

LOSER
Koranic toiletry: In Germany a man identi-
fi ed only as Manfred Van H. printed sheets of 
toilet paper with the sentence “Koran, the Holy 
Qur’aen” and sent them to mosques and differ-
ent business locales. The man proposed to build 
a “memorial to all victims of Islamic terror” with 
the money from the toilet paper sales. If you really 
wanted to make money off that toilet paper, you 
should have sent it to Danish newspapers.

WINNER & LOSER

BY CHRISTINE LIRIANO
Contributing Writer

Across the nation, the ring-
ing of cell phones interrupts 
everything from concerts to 
plays, to weddings and funerals. 
They even ring in class while 
your professor is talking about 
how elements form bonds with 
each other, while you’re trying 
to have a romantic evening at 
dinner with your sweetheart 
and while you’re in the library 
trying to cram for an exam you 
have in an hour. 

Nice requests, cell phone-
free zones and even nasty looks 
can’t seem to stop the ringing 
and the constant blabbering of 
cell-phone users. 

If the phrase ‘cell-phone 
jammer’ seems unfamiliar to 
you, you may be hearing more 
of it within the next few months. 
Cell phone jammers are devices 
which block incoming and out-
going cellular signals. 

Movie theater owners are 
trying to legalize these devices 
around the globe in order to 
assure movie goers a pleas-
ant experience. Many have 
been petitioning the FCC to 
allow ‘cell-phone jammers’ 
to be legally used in theaters. 
Although it may seem like a 
good idea to block signals, much 
controversy lurks around it.  

To me, blocking cell phone 
signals is not only crazy, but it’s 

an invasion of privacy. If they 
really want to make sure no one 
answers their cell phones during 
movie time, they should fi nd 
a way that enforces it without 
clashing with our constitutional 
rights.

For some movie theater 
owners, this petition to the FCC 
is the only way to ensure a ring-
free and enjoyable movie-going 
experience. 

It shouldn’t have to come 
to this. Responsible individuals 
should be able to handle their 
cell phones. I fi nd no problem 
switching my phone on silent 
or vibrate to enjoy a movie. If 
it rings, I don’t answer it, or if 
it vibrates and I want to answer 
it, I leave the theater. Unfortu-
nately, we obviously can’t rely 
on the rest of the world to do 
this, so people like me will have 
to suffer if these jammer devices 
are legalized. 

If this petition to the FCC 
actually goes through, it’d be 
hard to completely enjoy my 
movie knowing that there might 
be an emergency at home and 
someone is trying to reach me. 

If I were a parent and wanted 
to leave my children with the 
babysitter to go to the theaters, 

I would want to be able to be 
reached at all times in case of an 
emergency. I don’t think parents 
would approve of not being able 
to reach their children while 
they are out with some friends. 
Being able to make a phone call 
in a theater could be a matter of 
life and death in some cases. 

One movie theater manager 
in South Florida, who wished 
to remain anonymous, stated 
“I think these signal jammers 
are a smart idea and, although 
they are deemed to be illegal, I 
can assure you that many movie 
theatres do use these devices 
already without letting anyone 
know they do.” 

A lot of change can be 
expected if the FCC grants 
permission for these ‘cell-phone 
jammers’ to be legal in movie 
theaters. Sooner or later, more 
and more places will be block-
ing signals. If more and more 
places the jammers, what’s the 
point of owning a cell phone if 
you’re not able to use it when 
you really need to? Hopefully, 
the gravity of this situation will 
make movie goers silence their 
cell phones upon entering a the-
ater before any drastic measures 
have to be taken.

Phone jammers excessive in theaters
For some movie theater owners, this petition to 
the FCC is the only way to ensure a ring-free 
and enjoyable movie-going experience. 

the juvenile, immature dramas 
that ruled the high school social 
scene. We were detached from 
the analysis of our peers, giving 
our relationship immunity from 
gossip – not to mention pro-
viding us with a never-ending 
source for conversation and 
talking points, seeing as how 
we both had our own separate 
lives.

This is where Lachey and 
Simpson and numerous other 
couples got it wrong. Though 
sharing the same base of friends 
may at fi rst seem like a virtue, 
it can eventually prove to be 
a crutch, if not a demon, that 
destroys the relationship should 
the couple fail to have their own 
relationship aside from those 
they have with their peers.

I am not against double-dates 
or anything like that, if that’s 
what you’re thinking. All I am 
suggesting is that two people in 
a relationship should have just 
that: a relationship. 

You can hang out together 
with your friends, just make 
sure that there is that ‘alone 
time’ where you can focus on 
each other – how you may want 
to interpret focus is totally up 
to you.

I encourage couples to seek 
a middle ground, as the other 
extreme can be equally disas-
trous. You must try to be at least 
acquainted with your partner’s 
friends, as a failure to do so 
can eventually lead to jealousy, 

which, needless to say, can be 
the kiss of death for any relation-
ship, romantic or otherwise.

Romantic relationships can, 
at times, become too social, 
putting the relationship itself 
in jeopardy. Whether the rela-
tionship contains a star-stud-

Issues of the heart require privacy
From LOVE, page 4

FORMER COUPLE: Jessica Simpson and Nick Lachey opened their 
hearts and home to America in MTV’s hit TV show “Newlyweds: 
Nick and Jessica.” They are no longer together.  COURTESY PHOTO

ded cast or just regular people, 
over-exposure is a problem that 
eats away at any foundation. 
Lovers, this Valentine’s Day 
protect what you have because it 
is yours and no one else’s – and 
that’s advice from someone who 
knows fi rst-hand.
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BY MICHELLE SANTISTEBAN
Life! Editor

If you thought you had a boyfriend 
worse than any other, you might want to 
read Justin Racz’s “50 Boyfriends Worse 
Than Yours” and fi nd yourself realizing 
you might be harboring a treasure.

Racz’s compilation of profi les of 50 
horrible boyfriends is a true enjoyment for 
anyone who has had an awful experience 
with a signifi cant other. From the Star 
Wars fanatics to the guy in the closet, this 
book is sure to bring some laughs. 

As the third book of the “Worse Than 
Yours” series – including “50 Jobs Worse 
Than Yours” and “50 Relatives Worse 

Than Yours” – “50 Boyfriends Worse 
Than Yours” appears that it will be the 
most successful. Racz was able to capture 
the worst boyfriends possible. 

Each profi le contains the guy’s benefi ts, 
drawbacks, looks and more. As you read 
page after page, each seems to be getting 
worse and worse. 

One particular boyfriend who takes the 
cake is “Mr. Better-looking than you.” 
He’s handsome as can be and has all your 
friends jealous of you, yet he lacks a certain 
something all the ladies need – a complex 
we feel only we can fi x.  

Other fun profi les include that of a 
“Mr. Miami Beach,” who is old enough 
to be your great grandfather, and “Hypo-

chondriac Al” who will never let you be 
the only one who’s sick. 

However, the book was short one 
“worse boyfriend.” I would really have 
liked to read about  a sports fanatic. All 
those guys out there who love sports more 
than their women have got to go. 

The rest was pretty much covered. It’s 
almost as if Racz had gone and dated each 
one of these horrible guys himself, for he 
profi led each one to a tee.  

In the end, “50 Boyfriends Worse Than 
Yours” is full of wit and will leave you 
loving and appreciating your boyfriend 
more than you ever thought you did. 
If not, Racz has left Worse Boyfriend 
number 51 empty so  you can fi ll out.

Amor, love, 
amour – in every lan-

guage it sounds passionate and 
heartfelt. Valentine’s Day is constantly 

vilifi ed and it’s all a big misunderstanding. I 
constantly hear, “It’s commercialized!” or “It’s 

a depressing dumb holiday!” from people who 
don’t know any better.

It all depends on how you look at Valentine’s Day. 
If a person lacks a certain trust in love, then perhaps it’s 
understandable, but anyone who recognizes the beauty 
in a holiday that celebrates what everyone yearns for in 
life should not turn his or her back on it.

Many people complain about being alone on Valen-
tine’s Day and spit on the very idea of Feb. 14 coming 
around. But lets face it – all you hypocrites out there 
– you may hate Valentine’s Day this year, but when 

you meet that special someone, won’t this holiday  
be the one you look forward to the most?

Love does not fall out of the sky, but I truly 
believe that everyone has a special someone 

out there and you just need to wait patiently 
for that person to come around. Mine 

came last year and for the fi rst time in 
my life, this holiday will fi nally mean 

something to me. 
Valentines Day does not have 

to be commercially hyped. 
A big red heart fi lled with 

chocolates may be cheesy 
and not exactly what a 

girl may fi nd romantic. 
If you are not a gift 

giving person, love 
can be shown 

t h r o u g h 
action, not 

material-
ism. A 

r e d 

r o s e  o r 
kiss is enough to show 

one cares.
There is no need for jealousy to strike 

when you see that adorable couple having 
dinner in a cozy little restaurant while you stand 

outside in the cold. Why torture yourself like that? 
Find yourself a group of friends and make a night of 
it. Valentine’s Day does not just have to be for lovers, 
friends can also enjoy each other’s company and appreci-
ate the kind of love they share for one another.

The huge misconception of Valentine’s Day being 
strictly for couples needs to be changed. Society makes it 
seem as if being single is like a having a disease, but it’s 
not. It’s perfectly OK if you have yet to fi nd someone 
who intrigues you. I have gone through countless 
Valentines with no one to spend it with, but I never 
turned bitter to the charm of the holiday. 

I understand many people argue that there 
should not be one specifi c day in the year set 
aside to express your love to someone – that 
it should be year-round. However, in that 
case, stop celebrating birthdays and 
anniversaries – it’s the same concept. 
Just because there is one specifi c day 
dedicated to love does not mean a 
person cannot share their feelings 
year-round. 

In the end, all I know 
is that Valentine’s Day 
should spark care and 
affection rather than 
controversy. People 
need to simplify the 
complicated and 
en joy  some 
of the small 
things life 
h a s  t o 
offer.

BY MICHELLE 
SANTISTEBAN

Life! Editor

The 
m o s t 

r i d i c u -
lous and 

pathetic of all 
holidays, by far, 

is Valentine’s Day. 
As known to the 

cynics, it’s a holiday 
perpetuated by greeting 

card companies in order to 
sell you crap you don’t need 

for people you probably won’t 
be dating come next year. Not to 

mention it’s another reminder to 
the unpopular, unloved and unhy-

gienic that they are still alone. It’s high 
time that people forget this consumer-

driven holiday existed and use the allotted 
money in a more noble way – to pay off late 

fees from your Christmas bills. 
To explain the worthlessness of the holiday, let’s 

consider the source. A bunch of confusing myths 
describe the origin of Valentine’s Day, consisting of 

saints putting themselves up as martyrs and getting 
slaughtered. Talk about wearing your heart on your 

sleeve. What that has to do with doilies and glitter, you 
got me. 

Speaking of which, Valentine’s Day often reminds us 
of painful memories. Who among us doesn’t remember 
making pointless cards out of construction paper for little 
Suzy, the most popular girl in class, only for her to walk 
right by your desk? Meanwhile, Gretchen the gargoyle has 
left you six cards, each of which contain the words “I love 
you” spelled out in her eyelashes. 

Feb. 14 also gives the opportunity for genders 
to interact in classic stereotypical roles. It’s 

another opportunity for men to look 
stupid and  for women to act crazy. 

For instance, the man will 
get the woman 

BY ALICIA 
BUSTAMANTE

Assistant Life! Editor
some 
danc-
i n g 
g o r i l l a 
that sings 
“Love  Me 
Tender,” which, 
in his mind, is the 
most hilarious thing 
since the Budweiser 
Super Bowl commer-
cials. Then, upon receiving 
it, the stunned woman will 
shout, “You don’t know me at 
all!” and retire to the bathroom, 
where she’ll cry for 20 minutes. 
During this time, the man will drive 
to his local CVS, buy roses and some 
Russell Stover’s chocolates to which the 
woman will give up her upset role with an 
“aww babe,” and forgive. Check with your 
friends, this happens every year.

Speaking of Russell Stover, screw that 
guy. Every time you buy one of his delicious 
boxes of candy, one of his beer-guzzling, inbred 
grandchildren goes to college. Is that the kind of 
responsibility you want on your hands? I didn’t 
think so. 

OK, I’ll give you that one – I don’t really know the 
habits of Stover’s grandchildren, but it still brings up a 
good point: Valentine’s Day is just an excuse to spend 
money. If you have to spend $200 at some fondue res-
taurant that you don’t even like just to get from sex to 
love making, then you’re with the wrong person. 

In all sincerity, people who are in love shouldn’t 
need just one day to express it. True love exists in the 
everyday eye-gazing, meaningful conversation and 

knowing your partner truly ‘gets’ you. If you 
can fi nd this, you can celebrate that 

martyr’s slaughter every day 
of the year. 

Is
 i

t 
w

or
th

 it
?

Of Course

No Way

YIKES: “Worst Kisser Ever” is boyfriend 
number six and he needs to be taught to stop 
giving nasty tongue baths.COURTESY PHOTO
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- Compiled by Amanda Healy 

1. WHY DID YOU GET OUT OF BED THIS 
MORNING?

My two teenage boys and all the hope and 
possibility that they contain.  Anyone would get 
up in the morning for them; a sense of needing 
to make a difference in the world to one person 
or a hundred people and to get others to make 
a difference so we all multiply the differences by 
many times more.

   
2. WHAT’S THE ONE THING THAT MAKES YOUR 
JOB AS A THEATRE PROFESSOR WORTHWHILE? 
WHAT IS IT THAT MAKES YOU FEEL LIKE YOU 
ARE GETTING SOMETHING BACK?

The fact that theatre has no boundaries of 
discovery or exploration. One can lead young 
theatre students in any direction, all the direc-
tions that are studied independently in univer-
sities and colleges and they all lead toward the 
theatre experience. 

At some point, a character will be in a fi lm 
called A Beautiful Mind or Apollo 13. There isn’t 
a subject on earth that we should not be able to 
lead theatre students toward. That’s what they 
mean when they say art imitates life. 

3. WHAT TV ACTOR OR PERSONALITY 
MAKES YOU CHANGE THE CHANNEL IMME-
DIATELY?

Can’t answer that question. I don’t spend 
time switching on the television to programs 
or personalities that make me want to switch it 
to other channels. I just don’t have that kind 
of time. Basically, I watch only programs and 
people to which I would want to stay tuned.

4. IF YOU COULD BE SOMEONE ELSE FOR 
A DAY (FROM ANY TIME OR PLACE), WHO 
WOULD IT BE?

Laura Bush, so I could wield the kind of 
infl uence over President George Bush necessary 
to undo all the mistakes and damage that have 
been perpetrated!

5. WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE NEW 
TREND OF SEEING POLITICALLY AND/OR 
SOCIALLY ACTIVE CELEBRITIES? 

To my mind, the greatest thing that has hap-
pened this decade is to see the gradual increase 
of people of infl uence, especially those with 
infl uence over young people step up and make 
a difference with their wealth and position, such 
as Bono, Bill and Melinda Gates, Angelina Jolie, 
Sean Penn and Robin Williams. 

These are only a few celebrities who have 
brought about an unprecedented awareness 
concerning world issues such as hunger, AIDS, 
global warming, animal cruelty, war atrocities, 
ethnic discrimination and the desperate need for 
education in the third world.

NAME: 
PHILLIP CHURCH

CURRENT 
POSITION: 

HEAD OF PERFORMANCE, 
THEATRE DEPARTMENT

UNIVERSITY PARK

FIVE QUESTIONS OF INTEREST

BY HARRY COLEMAN
Editor in Chief

Due to my extensive time at Café 
Charlotte – a restaurant located on 
15th Street and Washington Avenue  
in South Beach – many of my friends 
ask me to give them a recipe of an 
easy dish to make that will impress 
their signifi cant other.

One particular dish I love and 
doesn’t take much skill to prepare 
is the Argentine-style skirt steak. 
When cooked well and accompa-
nied by a rich chimichurri sauce, 
the skirt steak (which is also called 
entraña or churrasco) is an excellent 
dish to cook for someone special on 
Valentine’s Day.

Because the dish is a steak, a 
mixed green salad goes well as a 
side. Meat with any kind of starch 
does not mix well, so I would avoid 
French fries or baked potatoes.

INGREDIENTS FOR CHIMICHURRI

6 tablespoons of fresh parsley
2 tablespoons of fresh garlic
4 oz of olive oil
1 oz of white vinegar
1 teaspoon of oregano 
1 teaspoon of hot pepper fl akes
1/2 teaspoon of Kosher salt 
¼ teaspoon of crushed pepper

HOW TO PREPARE SKIRT STEAK

Buy two skirt steaks that have a 
length of approximately 10 inches. 

Lay them over a barbecue grill and 
sprinkle Kosher salt on top. Leave it 
on the grill until the blood begins to 
show on the topside. Once the blood 
begins to drip, fl ip over and cook to 
your desired taste. For a juicy tender 
steak, I recommend the steak be 
cooked medium or medium well.

HOW TO PREPARE CHIMICHURRI 
SAUCE

 Chop the parsley and garlic into very 
small pieces. Once you do, mix all the 
ingredients in a bowl and let it settle 

for a couple of hours before use. Add 
more salt if desired.

HOW TO COMPLETE THIS DISH

After you have let the chimichurri 
settle and cooked the skirt steak, 
serve the steak folded at the tip and 
place the sauce on the side. Mix some 
green salad with diced tomatoes, 
balsamic vinegar, Greek Vinaigrette 
sauce, lemon and salt and you are 
ready to go. Enjoy the dish and let 
your signifi cant other admire your 
skills.

Valentine treat for your sweet

MOUTH WATERING: A romantic dinner accompanied with a nice glass of wine 
will make your Valentine’s day memorable. PAOLA COLEMAN/SPECIAL TO BEACON

Look for this spring break 
series in the Life! section every 
Monday issue through March 6. 

BY SARAH RODRIGUEZ
Staff Writer

As spring break grows 
increasingly closer, many stu-
dents may be realizing that the 
typical week in Cancun, or some 
such conventional location, is not 
quite what they are seeking. 

As college students, we often look 
to be individualists and unique, so 
why not allow those qualities to carry 
over into our selection of a vacation 
spot? Although its attractions do 
make it a popular country, this untra-
ditional spot is a great place to go.

Since spring break is a time to 
rest from the ordinary and explore 
the different, Costa Rica has the 
advantage of being called a truly 
original choice.

So what makes Costa Rica dif-
ferent? For starters, on the practi-
cal side, it is relatively economical. 
Debbie’s Caribbean Resort Reviews 
claims that airfare ranges from $350-
$550 and that daily expense can be 
as low as $25. BootsnAll Travel goes 
so far as to say that a trip there can 
come to “half the cost of an identical 
trip to Cancun.”

Secondly, although locals of many 
other vacation areas may be hospita-
ble people, the ticos of Costa Rica are 
especially known for being friendly 

and welcoming to foreigners. 
As if that weren’t enough to make 

Costa Rica stand out among its com-
petitors, within its 20,000 square 
miles of land are located nine volca-
noes – a topographical feature not 
found simply anywhere. Hiking atop 
several of these volcanoes is only one 

of the reasons Costa Rica can offer you 
an adventurous and exciting trip. 

Other reasons would be surfi ng, 
snorkeling, scuba diving and kayak-
ing, all available at Puerto Viejo de 
Talamanca, located on the coast of the 

COSTA RICA

San Jose

El Teatro Nacional is one of 
the many cultural attractions in 
Costa Rica’s capital city.

See COSTA, page 9

Small country packs big punch
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Horror fi lm destined to fail
BY REUBEN PEREIRA

Staff Writer

I wish I could say Final 
Destination 3 (talk about a 
paradox) isn’t your typical 
horror movie with over-
the-top death sequences, 
a helpless heroine, an 
unstoppable killer and 
naked teenagers. 

If you go into this 
movie actually expecting 
a quality fi lm experience, 
then you obviously need 
a lesson in Hollywood 
101. 

The best compliment I 
can give this third install-
ment in the franchise is 
that it offers a fun time 
regardless of the fact that 
the fi lm is a mockery of 
one’s mental capacity.

Final Destination 3 
continues the same, tired 
and overused formula 
of its predecessors, i.e. a 
cliché ridden plot punctu-
ated with death sequences 
of such extreme brutal-
ity that they are at once 
shocking, as well as hilari-
ous. 

It’s a testimony of how 
far we’ve come as a soci-
ety. As the fi lm opens, we 
know that we’re about to 
witness the disaster paral-
lel to the car accident and 
the air crash in the fi rst 
two fi lms. 

The weapon of choice 
this time around: a roller 
coaster. I think it’s safe 
to say that you might not 
feel like riding a roller 
coaster for some time to 
come.

Like the fi rst two fi lms, 
a character (preferably 
a hapless young girl) 
receives a premonition 
of a disaster and pro-
ceeds to watch her vision 
materialize. Wendy (Mary 
Elizabeth Winstead), a 
high school senior, is 
with a group of friends at 
a local carnival when she 
receives a vision of the 
roller coaster crashing and 
refuses to get on it. 

Obviously, her vision 
comes true and we are 
treated to a sequence 
where teens are violently 
split in half, quartered, 
beheaded, splattered etc. 

Later on, Wendy and 
her friend, Kevin (Ryan 
Merriman), learn that 
those who had survived 
the plane crash at the 
beginning of the fi rst fi lm 
died anyway, in the same 
order they were meant to 
die. Putting two and two 
together, Wendy realizes 
the same fate is in store 
for them. 

Do Wendy’s photos 
from the carnival predict 
the manner in which each 
will be killed off? It is 
surprisingly so.

For the next 100 min-
utes, each sur vivor is 
dispatched in some of 
the most excruciating, 

not to mention creative, 
deaths to ever grace the 
silver screen. There’s an 
unfortunate drive-thru 
order of minced brains, 
a deliciously crispy tan-
ning salon incident and 
more. The grim reaper 
must have pulled an all-
nighter coming up with 
these ideas. Suddenly that 
rollercoaster ride looks a 
lot friendlier.

The only reason most 
people watch these fi lms 
are for the deaths. Direc-
tor James Wong knows 
this and that’s what he 
planed to deliver. It’s not 
the question of whom or 
why, but how a character 
dies. The audience just 
has to suspend disbelief, 
ignore the plot holes the 
size of Arnold Schwar-
zenegger’s Hummer and 
check our brains at the 
door. How often do you 
fi nd yourself trapped at 
a drive-thru, helplessly 
watching and waiting as 
an empty truck speeds 
down the highway toward 
you with the driver run-
ning behind it?

  The biggest prob-
lem with Final Destina-
tion 3 is that we know 

who will die, the order 
in which they will die 
and even the way they 
die. It takes out some of 
the impact of the deaths 
and it reduces the fi lm to 
a series of unfortunate 
events wrapped in fl imsy 
gift wrap. The moment 
we see something even 
remotely resembling an 
image in one of Wendy’s 
photographs, we begin 
plotting a character’s 
death. 

Bottom line: Final 
Destination 3 is not a 
quality fi lm going experi-
ence. Then again, I think 
you would know that. If 
you’re interested in high 
school kids losing their 
heads and other parts of 
their anatomy, you’ll enjoy 
yourself. One thing’s for 
certain: The fi lm makes 
the grim reaper proud. 

SCARED TO DIE: Final Destination 3 proves disappointing, 
since many horror fl ick cliche’s were used. COURTESY PHOTO

★★ 

Starring:Mary E. Winstead 
and Ryan Merriman
Director: James Wong

FINAL DESTINATION 3

2 out of 4 stars



From COSTA, page 7

Caribbean Sea. And, yet, in 
the midst of so much adven-
ture, students can calm 
anxious parents by assuring 
them of Costa Rica’s title as 
one of the safest nations in 
Latin America.

San Jose, the capital of 
Costa Rica, is known as 

Audit • Tax • Transaction Advisory Services

We know you’re new to the work force. That’s why we’ve created an 
environment that's conducive to personal and professional growth and
success. At Ernst & Young we're offering an opportunity to learn from
some of the best talent in the industry. If you’re looking for a great start,
look for us on campus. Or visit us on the Web at ey.com/us/careers.
We won’t steer you wrong.

At Ernst & Young you’ll get the on-the-job training 
you need to succeed on your own.

the heart of the country’s 
culture and the source of 
the best nightlife offered. 
Visitors can get a taste of its 
cultural richness by noting 
its beautiful Spanish-style 
architecture and by check-
ing out its Teatro Nacional 
– a historical site displaying 
ballets, operas, plays and 
art shows. 

When it comes to lodg-
ing in the capital, hotels 
near the central park are 
convenient. This includes 
Hotel Hostel, which is 
considered to be student-
friendly for many back-
packers. 

Playa Tamarindo is 
another colorful and highly 
attractive area. Numerous 

“Garden of Central America” worth experience
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sophisticated ethnic restau-
rants give it an air of class. 
Arco Iris is the place to stay 
in Playa Tamarindo if your 
style is more on the avant-
garde side, while the Hotel 
Capitán Suizo offers a more 
luxurious ambiance. 

Costa Rica is often called 
the “Garden of Central 
America” and well in keep-

ing with this nickname is 
the Monteverde Cloud 
Forest. This 25,000-acre 
forest is located right in 
the middle of the coun-
try and contains 2,500 
plant species and over 600 
animal species, making it 
well worth a visit for all 
nature lovers. 

All these attractions 

come together to make 
Costa Rica a worthwhile 
place for taking the time to 
experience. 

This March, consider 
breaking the worn-out, 
spring break vacations  
mold and explore new 
options instead by treating 
yourself to a taste of tico 
culture.

The Beacon is 
now hiring 

photographers!

Pick up an ap-
plication at 

University Park 
in GC 210 or 
Biscayne Bay 
Campus in 
WUC 124

Oh,
Snap!



BY ANDONI GONZALEZ-RUA
Staff Writer

The men’s basketball team got things 
started on the right foot as they used 
stiffl ing defense to win their fi rst game 
d u r i n g  t h e 
Arkansas road 
trip.

The Golden 
Panthers (6-
15, 3-6) never 
trailed as they 
he ld  on  to 
beat Arkan-
s a s - L i t t l e 
Rock (12-10, 
5-5) 58-55, 
Feb. 9 at the 
Jack Stephens 
Center. 

I v a n 
Almonte, for 
t he  s e cond 
straight game 
came  shor t 
of a double-
double, man-
aging to lead 
the visitors in 
scoring with 
11 points and 
seven rebounds. Johwen Villegas added 
nine points off three makes from behind 
the arc and Alan Guyton added eight 
points in 24 minutes of play. 

The Trojans were held to 40 percent 
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Easy work near FIU. Conducting telephone surveys. NO SALES. 
Work eves./weekends. No experience necessary. We Train. 
Call 305-553-9828

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIEDS

Aviation consulting fi rm looking for newly graduated students with excellent 
knowledge of either Korean, Japanese or Chinese who are available full time, 
who can travel occasionally with the right to leave and work in the U.S., excellent 
knowledge of Excel/ Spread Sheet/ formulas tables and offi ce functions. Above 
position open for executive assistant, project manager, executive secretary and 
receptionist. Position also open for computer technician/ computer internet 
security specialist and web designer/web programmer. Send a detailed resume 
with motivation letter to: Jobapplication@world-airline-service.com or by fax 
to (305) 675-0919

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Are you LOOKing for a novel with humor, satire, sex, action and adventure?? 
And free of charge and S&H? If so, my novel, LOOKing for a 21st Century 
Virgin is for you! E-mail: Ramirodieg@aol.com. Offer ends 2/14/06.

Forced turnovers help men’s 
basketball edge UALR Trojans 

shooting and gave the ball away 27 
times. Despite out-shooting FIU from 
three-point range with six makes and 
out-rebounding their visitors 28-15, 
their offense was startled from the begin-
ning as they managed to score just 14 

points in the fi rst 
half. 

Elijah Muld-
row led the way 
for the hosts with 
21 points while 
De’Andre Eggins 
and Zack Wright 
added 11 and 10, 
respectively. 

UALR leader 
Rashad Jones-
Jennings was held 
in check with only 
five points and 
eight rebounds; 
he  c ame  in to 
the game third 
in the countr y 
in rebounds per 
game at 12.2. 

The Golden 
Panthers led 23-
14 at the half and 
never trailed in 
their second road 

victory of the season. 
The Trojans scored just two points 

in the fi rst eight minutes of play and 
fi nished the half having made just 22 
percent of their shots. 

TOUGH D: The Golden Panthers held Arkansas-
Little Rock to 40 percent shooting for the game 
and 22 percent shooting for the fi rst half.  
CHRIS CUTRO/THE BEACON

SPORTS FANATICS

Stop by our offi ces in GC 210 or  WUC 124 to apply!

Are you a huge sports fan? Then the sports section 
is the place for you. Write for us! 

BEACONT
H

E
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Maier will reach medal 
stand in winter games 

he won it in ’99, ’00 and ’01 and his 
wins in the Giant Slalom in ’98, ’00 
and ’01 also came with 
no surprise as he domi-
nated the sport from 
top to bottom. 

T h o s e  p e r f o r -
mances, especially in 
2000 and 2001, solidi-
fied his place among 
the best ever. 

And if it wasn’t for 
a senior cit izen, he 
would have kept his 
dominant streak and 
would have been the 
talk of the town in Park 
City during the 2002 
Salt Lake City games. 

Whi le  r id ing  h i s 
motorcycle home from 
practice one night, he 
was hit by a 73 year-old 
driver who was making 
an i l legal u-turn. It 
almost cost him his leg 
and for some time it 
looked as though he 
would never ski again. 

It took him over a year, conse-
quently missing the Salt Lake City 
games, but he was back and proved it 
with a bang. 

The Austrian team put him into 
their provisional squad for the World 

Championships in 2003 and the move 
paid off: he won the Super-G. 

So why is it that no one is talking 
about him now? It could be that the 

U.S. media focuses 
solely on their local 
products.

However, these 
games are across the 
pond and very close 
to Austrian terri-
tory. 

T h e s e  c o l d -
blooded madmen 
a n d  m a d w o m e n 
from the Alps will 
take your breath 
away as you watch, 
on tape delay. 

I f  you  h adn ’ t 
heard of the skiing 
equivalent of an old 
timer, you will have 
once the games end 
Feb. 26. 

Plan on seeing 
plenty of Maier as 
he tries to reach the 
place that was wick-
edly taken away from 

him five years ago: the top of the 
medal’s stand.

Maier will, after all, be immortal-
ized next to the Italian, Tomba, as the 
best ever, even though, unlike Tomba, 
he will be traveling at nearly 80 mph 
on his skis.

MAIER, from page 12

Cross-town rival Miami 
defeats women’s tennis

BY JOSHUA REY
Staff Writer

Playing tennis in a hurricane is 
nearly impossible. And as the 26th-
ranked FIU tennis team found out Feb. 
10, playing against the Hurricanes can 
be just as diffi cult. The University of 
Miami, ranked No. 9 in the country, 
defeated the Golden Panthers 7-0.

“It’s our second match of the season 
and they’re pretty good,” said sopho-
more Marijana Cutuk. “Hopefully next 
semester we can play them in March 
or something, so that we can get into 
the fl ow.”

FIU won its season debut Feb. 5, 
shutting out the Jacksonville Dolphins 
7-0. But with two injured starters, the 
Golden Panthers could not keep the 
momentum going against Miami.

Senior Courtney Jonson held her 
own against UM’s Audrey Banada, the 
40th-ranked player in the country. Yell-
ing “Come on!” like her countryman 
Lleyton Hewitt, the Australian mixed 
up the pace on her passing shots to 
break Banada’s serve for a 4-4 fi rst set 
tie before losing 6-4, 6-2.

“I came in with a game plan and it 
was going pretty well… but when the 
tight points came she was a bit tough 
out there for me,” said Jonson.

Fellow senior Bruna Discordia 
showed off her self-proclaimed “Croa-
tian backhand” against Caren Seenauth 

at No. 6 singles. 
Punishing the ball down the line 

from well behind the baseline, Dis-
cordia went for her shots but came up 
short, losing 6-3, 6-3.

“We definitely had some good 
energy in the singles,” said Coach 
Ronni Bernstein. “As far as fi ghting 
and effort, I have no problems with 
the match.” 

Cutuk and Shilla D’Armas pushed 
their opponents to second-set tiebreak-
ers in defeat. Down 1-6, 4-5, Cutuk 
constructed a brilliant point with two 
heavy backhands leading to an over-
head and a forehand volley winner. She 
broke UM’s Monika Dancevic and had 
a set point at 6-5, but could not extend 
the match to a third set. 

“I kinda changed the rhythm a little 
bit more in the second set,” Cutuk said. 
“I was playing to her backhand more 
because it was her weaker side.”

D’Armas, FIU’s No. 2 player, 
battled UM’s Melissa Applebaum, 
whom she defeated during the pre-
season. On a crucial break point late 
in the second set, D’Armas played 
aggressively but caught a tough break 
when Applebaum’s forehand nipped 
the tape and dribbled over for a winner. 
Applebaum won 6-4, 7-6 (7-2). 

The Golden Panthers return to 
the courts Feb. 17 and 19 with home 
matches against Central Florida and 
North Carolina State, respectively.

MEDIA JUNKIE: U.S. skier Bode 
Miller is getting press coverage 
that should be going to other 
athletes.  KRT CAMPUS PHOTO
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Guys remember stats and skin, not hearts and fl owers

DAN THE MAN: Dan Marino will 
never ask a man if his new pants 
make him look fat.  
KRT CAMPUS PHOTO

Skier looking to prove he is greatest of all time

BY XAVIER VILLARMARZO
Sports Editor

[Note: This article originally 
ran in the Feb. 14, 2005 issue of 
The Beacon.]

How do sports tie in with 
Valentine’s Day? Well, it is no 
coincidence that Valentine’s 
Day is right in the middle of 
February. With the NFL season 
two weeks past and MLB spring 
training about a month away, 

COMMENTARY

See MAIER, 
page 11

this is the slowest sports month 
of the year. 

Now, I know what you’re 
thinking: “That idiot forgot 
about the NBA and NHL!”

Of course I didn’t, but who 
watches the NBA anyway? Hon-
estly, can you name two people 
you know who would drop 
whatever they’re doing because 
the New York Knicks are playing 
the Houston Rockets?

And as for the NHL, can you 
even name six teams for me? I 
didn’t think so either.

When I asked my friend, 
Miguel, how sports and Valen-
tine’s Day are connected, it led 
to this exchange:

Miguel: Why would you ask 
such a random question?

Me: Because Valentine’s Day 
is in 5 days.

Miguel: Oh [fecal matter]!
Now, if I were to ask Miguel 

how many passing yards Dan 
Marino had in his career, he’d 
answer 61,361 before I even 
fi nished the question. This is a 
dilemma that has bugged women 
for ages (or since the beginning 
of televised sporting events). 

So when greeting card com-
panies invented Valentine’s Day, 
they chose Feb. 14 with the hope 
that men’s minds would not 
be polluted by arbitrary sports 
statistics. 

All they did was lump Valen-
tine’s Day together with birth-
days and anniversaries as things 
guys are most likely to forget 
about their signifi cant other.

But why is it that guys can 
remember that Barry Bonds’s 
MLB debut was on May 30, 
1986, but can’t remember their 
anniversary, even if it falls on the 
exact same day? 

For one thing, neither Dan 

BY ANDONI GONZALEZ-RUA
Staff Writer

Alpine skiing is by far the hardest of 
all the events taking place in during the 
Winter Olympics in Turin this month. 
For any of those who disagree with 
me, travel to a downhill course and 
try to ski it. 

A solid sheet of ice at an angle that 
would make a geometry teacher cringe 
is all that awaits you; if you go down 
it, you get a pat on the back from me. 
You are braver (and maybe dumber) 
than most. 

An alpine skier who many are 
over-looking and who may walk away 
with three medals is Hermann “The 
Herminator” Maier, possibly one of 
the greatest skiers in a while, and yes, 
I am comparing him to greats Marc 
Giradelli, Alberto Tomba and Ingemar 
Stenmark.

One headline maker – for anyone 
that wasn’t on this sports planet over 
the last couple of weeks – was young 
American alpine skier Bode Miller, 
who became the new bad boy/media 
junkie in the weeks that led up to 
the fi rst winter series in Europe since 
Albertville.

Undoubtedly, not too many people 
missed his comments on skiing drunk 
and proclaiming himself one of the best 
ever in an interview by Rolling Stone 
magazine. 

Interestingly enough, in a day and 
age in which society – thanks in large 
part to the media – lives for moments 
like Miller’s, so we forget other stories 

which impact the games more than 
any other. 

That is, of course, until we tune in to 
NBC’s nightly primetime coverage. 

I, for one, am not a big fan of their 
coverage. The fact that I can log onto a 
website and check who won the medals 
earlier in the day almost takes the fun 
out of watching it on tape delay. 

Another thing we see a lot of, thanks 
to NBC’s Bob Costas, are all the sappy 
stories of how these athletes were 
shuttled to practice at 4:30 a.m. over 
distances that covered more than 100 
miles, etc.

By the fi fth story, I almost want to 
strangle Costas when he dishes the 
stories off to one of his fellow journal-
ists. There is only so much that I can 
take, and to be honest, I would much 
rather watch actual sports coverage.

However, I, being the hypocrite that 
I am, will share a feel good story that 
has yet to grasp much attention. 

In Europe, especially in Austria, 
Maier’s reputation supercedes that of 
a superstar. At his prime, he was 
the man. 

At 25, he was unstop-
pable and came one mis-
take short of leaving 
Nagano with three 
gold medals.

His  51 career 
World Cup wins 
rank second most 
all-time. He won 
gold in two of 
three events in 
N a g a n o ,  t h e 
Supe r-G and 
Giant Slalom, 
but crashed in 
the b ig  one, 
like seven of the 
20 men he was 
racing against 
– the downhill.

T h a t ,  a n d 
what was to come 
in 2001, kept him 

from being the undisputable 
best ever.

Though his legacy began in 
Nagano eight 
y e a r s 
ago , 
h e 

Marino nor Barry Bonds have 
ever made a man stand outside a 
Victoria’s Secret holding shop-
ping bags. They also have never 
asked a man if their new pants 
make them look fat. Nor have 
they ever gotten upset because 
you didn’t notice their new hair 
style.

The funny thing is that 
women don’t really care men 
forget those dates, even though 
it doesn’t seem like it. They know 
that the man must make up for 
it, which means that a plain gold 
bracelet becomes a diamond 
tennis bracelet.

The gift-giving, however, 
should go both ways, and if by 
some highly unlikely chance 
you girls forget Valentine’s Day, 
have no fear. We men are simple. 
Just cook for us in the nude. 
On second thought, screw the 
cooking.

COMMENTARY

now fi nds himself in a differ-
ent spot at age 34. A position
with little attention.

After Japan, Maier set the
frigid world of skiing ablaze.

His best event was always
the Super-G, but that didn’t
stop him from taking his ice-
cold blood to the other two
events. 

He won the World
Cup  in  Supe r-G  in

’98,’99,’00, and ’01.
The Downhill was his
foe, but he won it
in ’99, ’00 and ’01

and his wins in the

KRT CAMPUS PHOTO
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