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RTD Project: 
Mass 
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of 4,392 
bound theses 
and 
dissertation 
volumes in 
FIU’s Special 
Collections 
Center

digitalcommons.fiu.edu/etd



Faculty/student research



Is clearance necessary?

• No clearance needed for theses/dissertations prior to 1978 
without copyright mark
• Fair Use may not be an adequate defense
• Authors have three years after discovering document is online 

to initiate lawsuit



Copyright clearance

• Determine what level of clearance you need
• Check with your legal department!



Copyright clearance
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Seriously…Google









Find email domain



http://metricsparrow.com/toolkit/email-permutator/#

Email Permutating



BCC your permutated emails





People search engines



People search engines 
beware the slow status bar, it’s usually going to ask for $



People search engines – Intelius is OK

Not	ME



People search engines

Only	one	is	right

10	years	ago

Not	my	husband

All	wrong



thatsthem.com
free and somewhat accurate



Use free trials strategically



Social Media
@gmail.com
@yahoo.com
@aol.com
@hotmail.com



Rate My Professors



Marriage Records



Clues within document: 
acknowledgments



Clues within document: 
bibliographic information



Clues within document: 
Colleagues, co-authors, advisors
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Mail Merge
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Keep track of responses



Keep track of undeliverables



Follow up



Author permissions response rate

Contacted,	no	
response
39%

Deceased
1%

Responded	NO
4%

Unable	to	find
19%

Responded	YES
37%



Author Responses



Author Responses – families of deceased authors



Author Responses - rejections



Take Down Notice



Keep Records



Rebecca Bakker
Digital Collections Librarian

Any questions?  
You should definitely be able to find my email yourself now!
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