
Thinking and learning in the postnormal era: How might we respond to a curriculum that 
embraced diverse perspectives and contested issues? 
  
Mr. Nigel Coutts 
 
We live in a time of chaos, complexity and contradiction. (Sardar, 2010) Where rapid changes 
and transformations through technology, politics, globalisation and the climate, conspire against 
normality (Friedman, 2016) These times demand a fresh approach to education, one that 
provides learners with the thinking dispositions they need to turn challenges into opportunities, 
to connect their learning to their passions and emerge from their years of formal education as 
self-navigating life-long learners.  
  
This workshop will unpack how such an approach can be embedded into the existing curriculum 
and encourage dreams of a future curriculum that embraces this type of learning. Participants 
will explore strategies for embedding creativity, critical reflection, communication and 
collaboration into their curriculum. Building on the work of Ryan & Deci (2000) in the domain of 
self-determination theory, we will explore the forces which motivate our learners and provide the 
drive they require to take charge of their learning journeys. 
  
This workshop shares practices implemented by a school building a culture of thinking 
(Ritchhart, 2015) influenced by the work of Harvard’s Project Zero. Using strategies from 
Making Thinking Visible (Ritchhart, Church, Morrison, 2011), Agency by Design (Clapp, 
Ross,Oxman Ryan, Tishman, 2017) and Teaching for Understanding (Blythe, 1998) we will 
explore the development of a cohesive learning platform that prepares learners to embrace 
diversity and develop acceptance and empathy. 
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