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Jose D. Poyo, Key West, 
and Cuban Independence 

Exile and Revolution: 
Jose D. Poyo, Key West, and Cuban Independence 

Book Presentation by Gerald E. Poyo 
October 17,2014 6:30 PM Books & Books 265AragonAve., Coral Gables 

Jose D. Poyo (1836-1911) was an activist, publisher, social critic, fundraiser, and foundational 
figure in the campaign for Cuban independence from Spain. His leadership and his 
mantra-Adelante Ia revoluci6n-mobilized an insurrectionist movement in Key West. His 
multidimensional grassroots work and his newspaper El Yara, the longest-lived Cuban exile 
newspaper of the 19th century, gave hope to a people who aspired to be liberated from the 
bonds of colonialism. Exile and Revolution is a comprehensive account of how Poyo and his 
revolutionary colleagues spurred the working-class community of Key West and transformed 
their roles as supporting cast to become critical actors in the struggle for Cuban independence. 

Gerald E. Poyo is Professor and Chair of the History Department at St. Mary's University in San 
Antonio, Texas. His research has focused on U.S. Latino history, especially on the history of 
Cuban exile communities in the United States. He is the author and editor of six books, including 
Exile and Revolution (University Press of Florida, 2014), Cuban Catholics in the United States, 
1960-1988 (University of Notre Dame Press, 2007), and "With All, and for the Good of All" (Duke 
University Press, 1989). 

The event is free and open to the public. Cosponsored by FlU's Department of History and the 
San Carlos Institute. For more information and to RSVP, please call (305) 348-1991 or write 
cri@fiu.edu. 
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