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FROM THE DIRECTOR—Musical Theatre: the power of tradition

A recent news report announced record-breaking box office business in
London’s West End during 2006. Aftendance topped 12 million, and box
office receipts reached in excess of $786 million. Those statistics are all the
= more astonishing given the fact that less than six months earlier in July of
2005 London experienced one of the most savage acts of carnage in its
% recent history. Fifty-two commuters were killed in a skillfully orchestrated

to those killed in the attacks on the World Trade Center, the intended barbar-
% ity was equally horrific. It was truly a gruesome period for Londoners, se-

However, an interesting phenomenon took place that has been credited with
much of the resurgence of theatergoing and the surprisingly swift return of a healthy tourist economy. Musi-
cal Theatre. To be precise, big-ticket musicals, including Dirty Dancing, Spamalot, Wicked and The
Sound of Music, provided a psychological distraction that gradually encouraged a wave of confidence
across a nation once held in the grip of intimidation and fear. Throughout history, musical theatre has, in
some form or another, stepped in to revive the willpower of a nation facing defeat. During World War | and
World War Il music hall, vaudeville and burlesque offered audiences comedy, song and fantasy as antidotes
against the fear of world domination. Terror is not germane to our own particular age - it is ever present in
various guises, and society recognizes the rationality of turning to comedy, not to escape reality but rather
to celebrate an uplifting reaffirmation of life, hope and purpose universally conveyed through comedy and
music. More and more the medical profession recognizes the effects of laughter as agents of psychological
and physical wellbeing. That said, if enough people turned to laughter-as-remedy is it conceivable that we
would no longer have a need for the drug and insurance companies! As Dave Barry might say, “Just kid-
din’!” Itis ironic that Pseudolus, in A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, fabricates a story
of a great plague ravaging Crete in which everyone dying is seen lying about smiling. What a wonderful way
to die! And so we turn to the quintessential musical comedy as an instructional tool for the young actor. But
not just as entertainment for entertainment’s sake. For the performer the rewards of comedy are spontane-
ous, and the actor is immediately put on notice when something does or does not work. An audiences’
response to tragedy is much harder to gauge. Responses are signaled through a more private and subjec-
tive silence. Jack Lemon was once quoted as saying that “comedy is a serious business”. Comedy is about
maintaining the truth of a higher, more inflated truth. A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum’
offers a complex distillation of Roman farce, (Plautus), commedia dell arte, burlesque and vaudeville. Such
performance genres are rarely seen today within their own settings. The “physical theatre” of Cirque du
Soleil and the work of Bill Irwin come closest to maintaining these traditions. The vocal and physical de-
mands made upon the actor are time-honored techniques passed down from one generation to the next.
They cannot be studied from historical textbooks. They cannot be conceived in the imagination alone. Such
performance skills can only be learned through example and imitation. But regardless of the nature of the
technique, the virtues of comedy and music offer us some of the greatest gifts to be shared with one an-
other. From this perspective alone we are assured of surviving the most brutal of attacks on our conscious-
ness. While not being paramedics, firefighters or first responders, the performer offers, through illusion, the
healing powers of possibility. Society would be utterly rudderless and morally destitute if its culture were to
collapse. Culture is our mirror into which we are compelled to look and laugh at our own image. Long live
the tradition of musical theatre!
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ADRIAN QUESADA . ... ... e e PIANO
SANDRABAEZ...........c.cooeeoeeeeee e SYNTHESIZER
AXELALEMAN. ... ACCOUSTIC BASS
RONALD ROMERO....... ..o PERCUSSION
MUSICAL NUMBERS
OVERTURE........ ..ot s Orchestra
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FINALE. ...ttt st Full Company

There will be a ten-minute intermission.
A FUNNY THING HAPPENED ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM is produced by special arrangement with MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL.
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE

SENEX, @anold man...........cocouvviiiiiiiiiiei e MATTHEW C. MUR
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HERQO, his son, in love with Philia.................cccccoviivviieeiiieee, RYAN RODRIGUEZ
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UNDERSTUDIES

PSEUDOLUS, HYSTERIUM, MILES GLORIOSUS................... JOSHUA DOBARGANES
GYMNASIA, PANACEA, THE GEMINAE.............ooeiiiiiiiceeeeeee CHELSEA DURAN
TINTINABULA, VIBRATA,THE GEMINAE...........ccoovieiiiiieeeeen, MICHELLE FRAIOLI
SENEX, ERRONIUS.......coiee e PEDRO MIR
HERO,LYCUS ..o e RICK PENA
DOMINA. ... e JADE GOODRIDGE

The time is 200 years before the Christian era
The place is a street in Rome in front of the houses of Erronius, Senex and Lycus
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