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Rita M. Cauce, FIU Libraries

Ninth Conference on Cuban and Cuban-American 
Studies, May 23, 2013

Cuban Research Institute



The New York Times, March 9, 1963
Ruby Hart Phillips

The exodus of approx. 
14,000 unaccompanied 
Cuban Children to the 
United States



Over 1,000 Cuban Refugees 
arrive weekly 

1960 - Cuban Refugees Flood Miami



Father (later Monsignor) Bryan O. Walsh,
Director Catholic Welfare Bureau, Miami

James Baker,  Headmaster,    
Ruston Academy, Havana



Operation Pedro Pan Children Arrive

All Photos Courtesy of Barry University Archives



1960 – One year after the revolution in Cuba:

 Castro has already established relations with the Soviet Union

 National and foreign businesses were nationalized

 Hundreds executed – “el paredón” (firing squads)

 Comité de Defensa de la Revolución – neighborhood committees
“eyes and ears” of the revolution

 Revolutionary youth groups in full swing for all ages

1961 – The Year of Education

 Schools closed to re-write  curriculum; meanwhile youth sent to 
countryside to work for the revolution

1960-1961 Cuba



Short clip from the collection’s personal interviews:
(click image to view/ https://vimeo.com/158049945)

https://vimeo.com/158049945


Parents overall fear of communist 
indoctrination

Parents saw separation from their 
child as very short term – situation in 
Cuba would be settled soon.

Communist regime could not exist 90 
miles from U.S. territory!

At the Height of the Cold War



Short take from the collection’s personal interviews:
(click image to view/ https://vimeo.com/158051460)

https://vimeo.com/158051460


Visa Waivers

 Distributed by clandestine 
network  across all 
provinces of Cuba.

 Included British 
commercial attaché
and wives of ambassadors 
not subject to searches on
leaving or entering the  
country.

 Many involved were 
arrested and served long 
prison terms.



Pedro Pan Shelters in Miami Area

Photos Courtesy of Barry University Archives



Photos Courtesy of Barry University Archives

Pedro Pan Children at Different Shelters in Miami Area



FIU Libraries’ Operation Pedro Pan  Research 
Guide: Quick Overview

libguides.fiu.edu/PedroPan







Operation Pedro Pan 
in FIU Library Collections

Links to complete interviews online:

- Monsignor Bryan O. Walsh 
http://libtube.fiu.edu/Browse/Tag/Walsh Bryan O -- Interviews

- James Baker 
http://libtube.fiu.edu/Browse/Tag/Baker  James -- Interviews

http://libtube.fiu.edu/Browse/Tag/Walsh  Bryan O -- Interviews
http://libtube.fiu.edu/Browse/Tag/Baker  James -- Interviews
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