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From the Desert

to the Sea:

A Video Conversation
with Mark Doty - Poet,
Essayist, Memoirist

By Elman + Perez-Truijillo

ark Doty (b. 1953) is a poet, essayist, and memoirist. He
received the National Book Award for Poetry in 2008.

Doty is the author of nine books of poetry and four books of
prose. In 2015, W.W. Norton published Deep Lane, a book of
descents: into the earth beneath the garden, into the dark sub-
strata of a life. His volumes of poetry include Sweet Machine
(HarperCollins, 1998), Source, (HarperCollins, 2002), School of
the Arts (HarperCollins, 2005) and Fire to Fire: New and Select-
ed Poems (HarperCollins, 2008), which received the National
Book Award.

Doty has taught at the University of lowa, Princeton Universi-
ty, Sarah Lawrence College, Columbia University, Cornell, and
New York University. He was the John and Rebecca Moores
Professor in the graduate program at The University of Houston
Creative Writing Program for ten years, and is currently Distin-
guished Professor and Writer-in-Residence in the Department
of English at Rutgers University in New Brunswick, New Jersey,
where he directs Writers House.

U.S. Poet Laureate and Pulitzer Prize recipient Stanley Kunitz
said, “Mark Doty’s most representative poems are tender, in-
timate, open, and true. They have their roots in the essential
dailiness of this life, with its ritual round of small duties and
encounters, and they open out . . . into a world of embracing
sympathy, camaraderie, and understanding. With his clarity of
vision and great heart, Doty stands among us an emblematic
and shining presence.”

We interviewed Doty at the Miami Book Fair, MDC. The videos
below are organized by topic and run between 30 seconds and
3 minutes. Tap on any video. You must be connected to the In-
ternet to view the videos.

INTRODUCTION:
2:45 min.

UNDERSTANDS THE
AUDIENCE PERSPECTIVE:
1:27 min.

Tell us about your
publishing history.

SERENDIPITY: 1:56 min.
Tell us a little about the many
places where you have lived.

CREATIVE FLEXIBILITY:

1:15 min.

You grew up in the desert, but
then lived many years by the
ocean How did the landscape
impact your writing?

RESPECTS OTHER POINTS OF

VIEW: 1:50 min.

Provincetown has such a large
concentration of acclaimed poets.
What kind of fellowship exists
among the poets?

MIAMI INSIGHT: 0:39 sec.

Which poets with Miami
connections do you know?

SEIZES OPPORTUNITIES:

1:02 min.

You have taught at some of the
best universities. Why do you
change jobs so often?

CREATES A UNIQUE VOICE:

1:42 min.
How does poetry criticism
influence your work?

CRITICAL THINKING: 1:26 min.
Published prose always involves

editors. Are poetry books edited

by the publisher?
OVERCOMES CHALLENGES
TO SUCCEED: 1:22 min.
What are your biggest
challenges?

DEVELOP A DISTINCT VOICE:

1:03 min.

Some poets appear
uncomfortable when they read
their poems to an audience. What
are your thoughts about poetry
readings?

SELF-CONFIDENCE: 1:07 min.
Mark Doty reading a poem about
ticks — “Deep Lane.”



https://youtu.be/hOXU8uBa9m4
https://youtu.be/Bbbo8f-8mPk
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