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M A G A Z I N E

The Rise of the Panthers

FIU fans enjoyed a transformational football season in 2010 

with the return of the FIU Marching Band, the introduction of a 

new Alumni Association tailgate village and huge wins by the 

Panthers. This photo by Angel Valentin captures the energy 

that the new band injected into November’s Homecoming – the 

biggest homecoming in FIU’s history. Complete coverage of 

the season begins on Page 14.
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Give Back. Connect. Enjoy.

A new look for 2011

The start of a new year is a great time to introduce 
positive change. Your FIU Magazine probably 
looks and feels a little different. After months of 
planning, we’ve redesigned the FIU Magazine, 
adding new features and expanding popular 
sections.

A year ago, we set out to update the look of 
the magazine, incorporate changes that reflect 
reader preferences and make the magazine 
more sustainable. Magazine Art Director Aileen 
Sola-Trautmann spent months creating a clean 
and energetic design that emphasizes strong 
photography. Aileen and I are also most pleased 
that the magazine is now printed on recycled 
paper from sustainably managed forests. 

We gathered input from the Alumni Association Board, the Magazine Editorial 
Advisory Board and from readers who responded to a communications survey last 
year. The good news from all sources was that people already like the magazine. An 
overwhelming majority of those who responded to the survey rated the magazine’s 
quality as excellent or very good in every category. Readers indicated that they 
are most interested in accomplishments and rankings followed by news from their 
colleges and stories about the arts. Readers also reflected an equally strong interest in 
stories about research, alumni and students.  

Alumni board members told us they wanted the magazine to better reflect campus 
life, provide more short points of pride and offer more reasons to come back to FIU. 
You will see those changes reflected in the news briefs section that we have renamed 
“On the Prowl.” We’ve added an arts calendar – a request also made by the Magazine 
Advisory Board  -- that should give you more reasons to come visit our campus. 

A number of alumni told me they wanted the magazine to be, quite simply, more 
fun. Well, it’s not hard to find fun at FIU. The redesign seeks to better capture FIU’s 
vibrancy and spirit through photography and design. 

There are other additions, like the first-person faculty profile on page 28 that will be 
a regular feature of the FIU Worlds Ahead campaign. You will also find a revamped 
and expanded Class Notes section, so go ahead and fill our inbox with your personal 
accomplishments.

I hope you enjoy the new look of your FIU Magazine. Please let me know what you 
think by writing to me at oneild@fiu.edu. As you flip through the pages, you should 
find reason to be uplifted and inspired. FIU begins the year with great momentum – a 
victory in our first football bowl, the reaffirmation of our accreditation, a prestigious 
Carnegie ranking and terrific lineup of cultural events. Make 2011 the year you 
rediscover the exciting things happening at your alma mater.

Until next time,

Deborah O’Neil MA ’09

Copyright 2011, Florida International University. FIU Magazine is pub-
lished by the Florida International University Division of External Relations 
and distributed free of charge to alumni, faculty and friends of the uni-
versity. Reproduction in whole or in part without written permission is 
prohibited. 
Alumni Office: Write to Office of Alumni Relations at MMC MARC 510, 
Miami, FL 33199 or call 305-348-3334 or toll free at 800-FIU-ALUM. Visit 
fiualumni.com. 
Change of Address: Please send updated address information to FIU Of-
fice of Alumni Relations, MARC 510, Miami, FL, 33199 or by e-mail to 
alumni@fiu.edu.
WRGP Radiate FM: FIU Student Radio is broadcast north of Kendall on 
95.3 FM, south of Kendall on 88.1 FM and 96.9 FM in North Miami and 
South Broward.
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Give Back. Connect. Enjoy.
Build something larger than yourself.  Give back and increase the value 

of your degree while having a great time.  Be a part of a community that 

educates, participates and engages with your fellow alumni and current 

students.  Create connections everywhere. This is what it means to be a 

member of the FIU Alumni Association.
Sam Jackson MPA ’90 
Lifetime member

Sharon Fine ’99 
Lifetime member 

Eric Feldman 
FIU student ambassador. 
Student member 

Marly Quincoces ’06, MS ’08 
Lifetime member

Frank Peña ’99 
Lifetime member

fiualumni.com/join • 305-FIU-ALUM

FROM OUR READERS 
Football fever

I have always enjoyed sports, especially football. However, as sad as it 
may sound, I had never attended an FIU football game until the Louisiana-
Monroe game this season. I was lucky enough to get free tickets from an 
alumni friend who could not say enough about the amazing energy felt at 
every game. 

I went and took my 8-year-old son, Jeremy, to his first college football 
game ever. As we both walked into the Cage, the student and alumni 
section was buzzing with anticipation and the energy was becoming 
contagious. I have to admit, my son and I felt the energy and couldn’t wait 
for the game to start.

When the ball was finally snapped, I felt the excitement in the crowd 
which gave me such a sense of school pride. My son became immediately 
hooked by the gold-and-blue atmosphere. He had a blast and it was great 
to share this memory with him. 

The very next day I joined the Alumni Association. I cannot wait to buy 
2011 season tickets for my son and I.  In the spirit of gold and blue, GO FIU!!!

George Suarez ’96, MS ’00 
Alumni Association Member

My FIU pride story

The fall issue of the FIU Magazine featured the President’s Corner, 
“Many Reasons to Show Your FIU Pride.” Right away I identified with the 
article’s theme because I received a great education that prepared me for 
the real world, an education that has molded me in such a way that I am 
empowered. I am very proud to be a graduate of FIU and I still display my 
roaring Panther Pride by wearing FIU T-shirts when I work out at the gym.  

On April 30, 2007, I walked across that brightly lit stage to shake 
the hands of board members of the School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication and my professors who have made a remarkable 
difference in my life. It was one of the proudest moments of my life, as 
well as the lives of my family and friends who were there to support me 
because my achievement also impacted their lives in some way.  

My husband, then boyfriend, also saw something special in FIU, 
so much so that he proposed to me that night outside of the arena. A 
nervousness that I had never seen before beheld him as he got down on 

one knee, with ring in hand and said, “This is where we met, so it’s only 
right that I propose to you here.” At the end of his heartfelt beckon for my 
hand in marriage, I said yes. He was so apprehensive that he placed the 
ring on the wrong hand. I reminisce and laugh out loud. It truly feels like 
just yesterday, but almost four years later we have been happily married 
for two  years and have a beautiful, very bright, energetic 21-month-old 
daughter who I hope to send to FIU someday.

Sarah Thompson ’07

My Bowl Story

I have attended almost every FIU home football game and selected 
away games since the program’s inception in 2002, flying from my home 
Puerto Rico.

Unfortunately, I couldn’t make it to FIU’s first bowl game in Detroit, not 
because I didn’t want to go, but because I had a family trip planned for this 
time of the year. We flew into Milan, Italy on Christmas Day, landing and 
driving to Venice on Dec. 26, game day. I did all I could to stay awake after 
38 straight hours without any sleep and found a site that webcasted the 
game. But I only made it until halftime. Sheer exhaustion, a generous dose 
of good food and drinks, plus the way the game was going did me in.

I went to sleep at 4 a.m. Venice time thinking we had lost. The next 
morning, I didn’t really want to find out the final score, since I thought 
it would spoil my first full day in Venice with the family. My wife, who by 
now knows (and maybe understands or tolerates) my “FIU addiction,” 
pushed me to get the game info on the internet to find out for sure. A bit 
reluctantly, I did. There was a loud yell from a crazy guy emanating from 
my hotel room when I found out we won that bowl game. I gave hugs and 
kisses to my wife and her kids as well. I sported my FIU sweatshirt proudly 
and giddily all over Venice that day.

You can’t imagine how proud I am of my university, and even now as 
I write from Barcelona, Spain I can’t get enough of how well we did in 
Detroit. I can only imagine what a moment it was for my fellow FIU diehard 
fans and friends while in Detroit. 

Roberto Valcarce ’89 
Alumni Association Member

Letters to the Editor: FIU Magazine welcomes letters to the editor regarding magazine content. Send your letters via e-mail to alumni@fiu.edu, by fax to 305-348-3247 or mail to FIU Magazine, Division of External 
Relations, MMC PC 515, Miami, FL, 33199. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. All letters should include the writer’s full name and daytime phone number. Alumni, please include your degree and year of 
graduation.
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As president of Florida International University, I have the best job in the 

world. I am proud to lead an institution that puts students first, excels in 

research and is engaged in problem-solving partnerships in our community. 

In the year-and-a-half since I took office, I also have been pleased – and 

humbled – by the support of the people in our community, including alumni and 

local leaders, who love FIU and want it to do well. This love for FIU was out in 

full force during Homecoming. Current and former students, parents, faculty, 

staff, FIU retirees and other FIU fans all came together to make it an electrifying 

day where we celebrated FIU’s achievements and forged new traditions.

It was that pride in FIU that fueled our football team’s spectacular season. 

We captured the Sun Belt championship and went to – and won – our first bowl 

game. Whether huddled around a television set at home, or at a restaurant 

watch party, or cheering in balmy indoor Ford Field, the FIU family showed 

off their Panther Pride. I expect more of that in the year to come as both our 

baseball and football teams look to repeat as Sun Belt champions. 

And there are more great things ahead. Our five-year Worlds Ahead Strategic 

Plan will guide us as FIU fulfills its destiny as a student-centered urban 

research university that is locally and globally engaged. Under the plan, arts, 

environment, global and health are the themes that will be the foundation for teaching, research and engagement at FIU. 

In the next 10 years, our enrollment will grow by 20,000 students, making a quality education accessible for the many people in South Florida 

who need higher education to fulfill their dreams. At the same time, FIU will be a major innovation, economic development and job creation 

engine for our region. 

To reach that next level, we will need the continued support and involvement of our community. As I have in the past, I encourage you 

to join the Alumni Association, if you have not already. Come to FIU lectures, games and other events. You can learn more about the latest 

happenings and news at FIU by visiting news.FIU.edu.

We also need your assistance in creating crucial partnerships that will benefit South Florida. We need you to offer internships and other 

opportunities for our students to obtain real-world experience that will give them additional tools to compete in the global marketplace. 

If you love FIU, if you appreciate the vital role it plays in South Florida, we also need you to make a donation to FIU and encourage others 

to do the same. Your contributions will ensure that we can continue to provide a high quality education to our students and continue to have a 

positive impact on our community.

With your help, FIU will continue to be Worlds Ahead.

President Mark Rosenberg celebrates the 2010 Homecoming with Home-
coming King Khristopher “Spike” Salado, a junior health services admin-
istration major, and Homecoming Queen Cecily Arias, a senior elementary 
education major. Photo by Ivan Santiago.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
MARK B. ROSENBERG
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Acclaimed flutist joins School of Music

L atin Grammy winner Nestor Torres has joined the faculty of FIU as a 

visiting guest artist and founding director of the FIU School of Music’s 

first charanga ensemble. Torres will also hold private jazz flute lessons for 

students in the School of Music and perform at the 2011 Torch Awards.

“We are honored to receive Nestor Torres at FIU,” said Orlando Jacinto Garcia, 

director of the School of Music. “His work here, forming one the nation’s only 

university charanga ensembles and tutoring aspiring flutists, will be invaluable to 

the School of Music and to FIU.”

The charanga is an ensemble made up of winds, strings and percussion 

instruments that perform traditional and modern versions of the folk music from 

Cuba and other parts of the Caribbean.

Born in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, Torres attended Mannes School of Music in New 

York City, as well as Berklee College of Music and the New England Conservatory 

of Music in Boston. It was then, while playing in New York City’s Latin dance clubs, 

that he learned to improvise in the style of charanga, which helped to shape and 

develop Torres’ melodic and danceable sound.

He has performed and recorded with the likes of Ricky Martin, Tito Puente, 

Herbie Hancock and Gloria Estefan.

Torres has recorded 13 CDs to date. His fifth and seventh records were 

nominated for a Latin Grammy, and his production This Side of Paradise won the 

Latin Grammy award in the pop instrumental category. His most recent production, 

Nouveau Latino, was also nominated for a Grammy and Latin Grammy in the Latin 

Jazz category. n 

TREASURES 

A celebrated 

depiction of the 

“Adoration of the Magi” 

attributed to Baroque 

master Peter Paul 

Rubens (1577-1640) 

will be on exhibit at the 

Patricia & Phillip Frost 

Art Museum through 

September. The painting 

is on special loan to the Frost by Natan Saban, a private 

collector. The painting is central to “From Old to New,” an 

exhibition of works attributed to masters such as Ferdinand 

Bol, Peter Paul Rubens and Jacob Jordaens opposite 

contemporary works.

ON THE PROWL

Everglades project wins  
top design award

FIU landscape architecture student Brennan 

Baxley received the General Design Honor 

Award from the American Society of Landscape 

Architects in Washington, D.C.,  in September. 

His project was selected as one of the seven 

recipients of this year’s student award from a pool 

of 618 submissions from 20 countries.

Baxley’s “Ephemeral Boundaries” was created 

during the 2008 fall semester for professor 

Roberto Rovira’s landscape studio class.  He 

challenged students to find ways to integrate the 

natural and built environments along the Miami-

Everglades boundary of Krome Avenue and SW 

8th Street. 
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F           IU was selected for the prestigious 

Community Engagement 

Classification by the Carnegie 

Foundation in January, acknowledging 

the university’s longstanding community 

partnerships.

“For more than four decades, FIU has 

been locally and globally engaged,” said 

FIU President Mark B. Rosenberg. “This 

new classification recognizes the efforts 

of our faculty to direct their research and 

creative energies to address key issues in 

the community.”

FIU joined about 300 institutions 

nationwide that hold the Community 

Engagement Classification. Institutions 

must demonstrate mutually beneficial 

partnerships in the larger community.

The classification comes less than a year 

after Rosenberg established the Office of 

Engagement and named Divina Grossman 

to lead it as FIU’s first vice president for 

engagement.

Last year, thousands of FIU students and 

hundreds of faculty and staff collaborated 

with members of the community on a range 

of issues, contributing more than 550,000 

service hours to hundreds of projects. Here 

are some examples of FIU’s community 

engagement:

The Florida Coastal Everglades Long 

Term Ecological Research Program 

includes a team of 72 senior scientists and 

59 FIU students who study how hydrology, 

climate change and human activities affect 

the Florida Everglades.

The FIU Honors College has partnered 

with the City of Sweetwater to help improve 

the quality of life of Sweetwater residents, 

working in the elementary school, senior 

center and City Hall.

The Lehman Center for Transportation 

Research is working with the Miami-Dade 

Expressway Authority to help address 

South Florida’s traffic challenges.

The Green Family NeighborhoodHELP 

Program in the Herbert Wertheim College 

of Medicine partners medical students 

with colleagues in nursing, social work, 

public health, law and other disciplines to 

work with households in an underserved 

neighborhood.

New Carnegie designation recognizes  
FIU’s longtime community focus

University commemorates  
anniversary of Haiti earthquake

Through art, education and reflection, the FIU 

community marked the first anniversary of the tragic 

earthquake that struck Haiti on Jan. 12, 2010. 

The day was commemorated with FIU’s third 

Haiti Teach-In, a moment of silence at 4:53 p.m. 

and a cultural celebration by the Haitian Student 

Organization.

For three weeks in January, the MMC campus 

hosted “Base Paint Tents,” a goodwill project that 

created 10 pieces of art out of canvas tents that 

will go on to serve as classrooms for children in 

Haiti. The project was initiated by the Miami-based 

artist Antuan, in collaboration with Fundacion 

Manos del Sur and Step by Step Foundation. The 

works of art were painted by selected international 

artists who contributed their own perspective of 

Haiti, using the tents as their canvas. 

In addition, the Graham Center Art Gallery 

hosted the exhibit, Kenbe Pa Lage, a Haitian 

Creole saying for “Stay Strong.” The exibit featured 

traditional and contemporary Haitian art.

ON THE PROWL

FIU Biologist Joel Trexler is one of more than 70 scientists doing research in the Florida Everglades as part of the Long Term 
Ecological Research Program (LTER).

TOP 10
National Jurist

the

Best Value Law School

October 2010

1
Most Diverse Faculty

2011 Best Law Schools

FIU College of Law

The arrival of Divinity, 
tent painting by  
Nicolas Leiva

#
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New law clinic helps small investors
The College of Law has opened a new Investor Advocacy Clinic to assist 

individuals who have lost their investments as a result of misconduct or 

mistreatment by a broker.

The clinic was made possible by a $250,000 grant awarded to FIU from the 

Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) Investor Education Foundation. 

FIU was among four law schools in the nation selected by the FINRA Investor 

Education Foundation to open such a clinic. Visiting professor Robert Savage, 

who has almost two decades of experience with investor issues, is leading  

the clinic.

 The clinic will give preference to clients who are elderly and live in South 

Florida and it will be able to work with potential clients whose first language is 

not English.

To contact the Investor Advocacy Clinic, call 305-348-7541 or visit law.fiu.edu.

TRAVELS: INDONESIA
FIU nursing professor Randy 

Roark (left, blue shirt) and two 

nursing graduate students traveled 

through Indonesia last summer on 

a medical mission aboard the U.S. 

Navy’s hospital ship, Mercy. The FIU 

team was invited by Project Hope, which partners with the U.S. Navy to send 

medical volunteers around the world. The FIU nursing team included Vanessa 

Dooraswamy (center, blue shirt) and Dawn Horowitz, who both completed their 

final advanced nurse practitioner clinicals on board the ship. The team traveled to 

three eastern islands of Indonesia, working alongside Naval doctors and nurses. 

Plans are underway for two trips in 2011 that will take FIU nursing teams to 

Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and El Salvador.

Renowned conductor 
leading FIU Symphony 

Orchestra

Grzegorz Nowak, the world renowned principal 

associate conductor of the Royal Philharmonic 

Orchestra in London, is FIU’s new director of 

orchestral studies and artist-in-residence.

 “Mr. Nowak will make an invaluable imprint on our 

orchestra,” said Orlando Jacinto Garcia, director of the 

School of Music. “His decades of experience leading 

some of the world’s best symphony orchestras will 

inspire our young musicians to reach their maximum 

potential. “

 After studying conducting, composition and violin 

at the Music Academy in Poznan, Poland, Nowak 

was awarded a doctorate fellowship at the renowned 

Eastman School of Music at the University of Rochester 

in New York, where he studied with David Effron and 

David Zinman. He honed his skills at Tanglewood in 

Massachusetts on a Serge Koussevitzky Fellowship 

with such masters as Leonard Bernstein, Seiji Ozawa, 

Erich Leinsdorf and Igor Markevitch, before assisting 

Kurt Masur with the New York Philharmonic Orchestra.

  The FIU Symphony Orchestra, made up of about 

50 students, was founded by maestro Carlos Piantini in 

1994 and quickly developed into a first-class ensemble. 

Nowak plans to reenergize the FIU Symphony Orchestra 

and mold it into a world-class ensemble.

ON THE PROWL
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FIU in The Arts

ON THE PROWL

ART

Through March 13: “My Eyes 

Have Seen” at the Frost Art Museum is an 

exhibition of Robert Farber’s work, sublime 

photographic imagery that evokes timeless 

emotion and takes the viewer into aesthetic 

realms.

Through March 13: “The Tale of the 

Unknown Island” at the Frost Art Museum. 

Spanish artists Esther Villalobos and Mar 

Solís interpret, through photography and 

sculpture, “a journey into the unknown” 

inspired by José Saramago’s book, The Tale 

of the Unknown Island.

March 23: “Aesthetics & Values 2011” 

at the Frost Art Museum is an exhibition of 

the works by leading contemporary artists, 

organized and curated by students of the 

FIU Honors College with Faculty Fellow 

and painter John Bailly. Featured in 2011 

are Daniel Arsham, Jose Bedia, Ivan Toth 

Depeña, Jacin Giordano, Fabian Peña, Karen 

Rifas, Cristina Lei Rodriguez, John Sanchez, 

Jen Stark and Antonia Wright.

Through April 17: “Gran Torino: 

Italian Contemporary” at the Frost Art 

Museum presents the work of a selected 

group of Torino artists with their own national 

characteristics in an open and stimulating 

debate with the international scene.

Through April 24: “As of 24-03-07” at 

the Frost Art Museum is an exhibit by Cuban 

artist and FIU alumna María Brito ’77.

FILM

Interfaithout! Film Series: Reclaiming 

Our Faith explores issues of spirituality 

and gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and 

queer identity. The film series focuses on 

the journey for visibility and acceptance 

of GLBTQ individuals within religious 

communities. At The Wolfsonian-FIU. 

Begins at 2 p.m., followed by a moderated 

discussion and reception. Free.

Feb. 27: A Jihad for Love, 2 p.m. In 

a time when Islam is under tremendous 

attack from within and without, this daring 

documentary is the world’s first film to 

explore the complex global intersections 

between Islam and homosexuality. 

March 27: Jerusalem is Proud to 

Present, 2 p.m. This documentary follows 

the effort to hold the 2006 World Pride 

celebration and march in Jerusalem. 

Advocates met with sharp opposition 

from religious leaders, faced accusations 

of “homo-sexualizing the Middle East,” 

received serious threats of violence and 

ultimately were vastly outnumbered by their 

opposition.

THEATER

March 3-13: Pride and Prejudice by 

Jane Austen. This FIU Theatre production 

is adapted by Jon Jory and directed by 

Phillip M. Church. Thursday-Saturday at 8 

p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m. Herbert & Nicole 

Wertheim Performing Arts Center at MMC.

April 7-17: Twelfth Night by William 

Shakespeare. This FIU Theatre production is 

directed by Wayne E. Robinson Jr. Thursday-

Saturday at 8 p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m. 

Herbert & Nicole Wertheim Performing Arts 

Center at MMC.

MUSIC 

March 4: Dyno’Nite with FLEA-The 

FIU Laptop and Electronic Arts (FLEA) 

Ensemble, a cutting-edge group that 

presents electronic compositions using 

laptop computers, will perform unique works. 

The founder and director of this ensemble 

is Paula Matthusen, who heads the music 

technology program at the School of Music. 

At The Wolfsonian-FIU, 7 p.m.

March 4-5: FIU Opera Theatre: 

“Cendrillion” by Jules Massenet, 

presented by the School of Music. 7:30 p.m. 

Herbert & Nicole Wertheim Performing Arts 

Center at MMC.

March 10: “Orchestra Masterworks 

Series” presented by the School of Music. 

The FIU Symphony Orchestra, conducted 

by Grzegorz Nowak, performs with winners 

of the FIU Concerto Competition. 7:30 p.m. 

Herbert & Nicole Wertheim Performing Arts 

Center at MMC. 

April 15: Orchestra Masterworks Series: 

Beethoven and Brahms presented by the 

School of Music. 7:30 p.m. Herbert & Nicole 

Wertheim Performing Arts Center at MMC.

ARCHITECTURE

Feb. 24: “West African Modern: Modern 

Movement Architecture in West Africa and 

the Discourse of Tropical Regionalism.” 

At The Wolfsonian-FIU, 7 p.m. Ola Uduku 

examines the multiple legacies of modern 

architecture in West Africa alongside the 

professional, academic and discursive 

networks that shaped architectural practices 

in countries like Nigeria and Ghana. Uduku 

is a senior lecturer in Architecture at the 

University of Edinburgh. Free.

March 25: “Building Paradise: An 

Architectural Guide to the Magic City.” At 

The Wolfsonian-FIU, 7 p.m. FIU architecture 

professor Marilys Nepomechie discusses 

her new book on the architecture of Miami, 

which includes descriptions and analyses 

of more than 700 buildings and landscapes. 

Book signing follows talk. Free.
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New FIU-UM Latin America consortium  
wins coveted national designation

FIU and the University of Miami were awarded a $1 million National 

Resource Center for Latin America grant in September from the U.S. 

Department of Education. Last year, FIU’s Latin American and Caribbean 

Center and UM’s Center for Latin American Studies formed the Miami 

Consortium for Latin American and Caribbean Studies; this is the 

consortium’s first federally funded project.

The four-year Title VI grant is among the most prestigious awarded to area 

studies programs. It will enable FIU and UM to expand Latin American and 

Caribbean educational and training opportunities. This includes new course 

offerings in Portuguese and Haitian Creole, expansion of the universities’ library 

collections, travel funding for faculty and greater support of K-12 outreach 

programming.

FIU bans smoking on campus
FIU is officially smoke and tobacco free. 

The Board of Trustees approved a regulation last fall that prohibits smoking 

and the use of tobacco products on all university-owned properties, including 

Modesto A. Maidique Campus, Biscayne Bay Campus, Engineering Campus, 

recreational facilities, residential facilities, parking lots and garages. Tobacco use 

in vehicles that are on FIU-owned property also is prohibited.

The regulation took effect in January. Enforcement of the regulation will come 

after a six to eight-month period of giving support to students, faculty and staff, 

that will incorporate smoking cessation services and resources.

With the vote, FIU becomes the second public university in the state to 

implement a tobacco-free initiative. The University of Florida is also smoke free. 

There are now at least 420 universities around the country with smoke-free 

campuses.

ON THE PROWL

FIU adds summer graduation ceremonies
FIU will hold its inaugural Summer Commencement in August 2011. Students 

who have successfully applied for graduation will no longer have to wait until the 

fall to participate in commencement. Attending Commencement immediately after 

the final semester will enhance the experience for graduates and their families. 

Summer Commencement has been scheduled for Saturday, August 13 

in the U.S. Century Bank Arena on the Modesto A. Maidique campus. Once 

the university can determine how many students will be eligible to attend 

Commencement, a schedule of ceremonies will be announced.

New Global Learning plan 
endorsed by accreditation board

FIU’s new Global Learning 

for Global Citizenship 

initiative was front and 

center in the university’s 

recent reaffirmation of 

accreditation by the 

Southern Association of 

Colleges of Schools. 

FIU’s global learning initiative is the university’s 

roadmap for enabling all undergraduates to become 

engaged global citizens. The initiative supports higher 

levels of student achievement through courses and 

co-curricular activities that develop students’ global 

awareness, global perspective and attitude of global 

engagement. The plan’s bold, thorough and inclusive 

design was commended by SACS. 

The reaffirmation of accreditation occurs every 

10 years and involves years of planning and 

documentation. Accreditation signifies that a university 

has a mission appropriate to higher education; has 

resources, programs and services sufficient to sustain 

that mission; maintains educational objectives and is 

successful in achieving the objectives.

“The reaffirmation came with no reservations and 

no follow-up requirements,” said FIU Provost Douglas 

Wartzok. “It was a clean, complete, unqualified 

reaffirmation.”

Photo by Roldan Torres
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South Florida sports fans know the voice 

and his trademark introduction, “Aaaannnnd 

noooowwww staaaand up and make some 

nooooise for your Miiiamiiii HEEEAAAT!” 

As the public address announcer for 

the Miami Heat since 1990, FIU business 

graduate Michael Baiamonte ’86 has called 

the plays for many of the NBA’s biggest stars 

–Alonzo Mourning, Dwyane Wade, Shaquille 

O’Neal and now LeBron James and Chris 

Bosh. He was the voice in the arena when 

the HEAT clinched the 2006 

NBA Championship. And in 

2010 he introduced “The Three 

Kings,” as Wade, Bosh and 

James have been dubbed, to 

an arena full of fans anxious for 

another championship.

Baiamonte is one of South 

Florida’s most recognizable 

announcers, receiving national 

recognition when USA Today 

referred to his “Goooooood Mourning!” call 

for an Alonzo Mourning dunk as, “The best 

call by a Public Address Announcer.” 

Now in his 20th season with the HEAT, 

Baiamonte’s career as a sportscaster started 

more than 30 years ago when he filled out 

his application to attend FIU. 

“I had to write what I was most proud of,” 

says Baiamonte, a Lifetime Member of the 

Alumni Association. “I’d asked the principal 

at my high school, Gulliver Prep, if we could 

get an announcer for the basketball games. 

He said, ‘Sure, you can do it.’ So I did.”

Now retired, assistant athletic director for 

media relations Rich Kelch was FIU’s sports 

information director then. Kelch was looking 

for an announcer for the new basketball 

team and came across the application. He 

called Baiamonte and said, “You’re our guy.” 

Baiamonte became the official voice of the 

FIU Sunblazers, who didn’t have an arena 

yet, announcing play-by-play at local high 

schools and the James L. Knight Center.

“Nothing about it made sense,” says 

Baiamonte of the games played at the James 

L. Knight Center. “There was a fancy foyer 

and the audience sat on one side. It was 

crazy, but I loved it. I got to meet people who 

would eventually give me my big breaks.”

An early break was working with the World 

Wrestling Federation and its CEO Vince 

McMahon for two years throughout Miami 

and Palm Beach. Baiamonte continued to 

attend school and announce FIU games 

while with the Federation.

After graduating with the university’s first 

four-year class, Baiamonte went to work 

for FIU Trustee R. Kirk Landon at American 

Bankers Insurance Group. At night, he 

continued as the voice of the Sunblazers.

Because of his connections at the James 

L. Knight Center, Baiamonte was called to 

announce an NBA exhibition game there. 

The NBA was considering starting a team in 

Miami. He became a back-up announcer in 

the ’90s after substituting one night during a 

HEAT-Seattle SuperSonics game.

“When they called me to go down there,  

I was scared to death,” recalls Baiamonte.  

“I felt like I needed an oxygen mask.”

A few years later, he became the official 

announcer for the Miami HEAT. In 1993, 

Baiamonte left FIU after 12 years.

“I didn’t want to leave,” he says. “But 

my time was taken up with my day job, the 

HEAT, and I was emceeing more and more 

special events.”

In 1999, Baiamonte finally quit his day job 

in corporate America too. “It got 

to the point that I was out of the 

office a couple days a week,” he 

says.

“I was lucky,” says Baiamonte. 

“My kids were born outside of the 

HEAT’s season.” His wife Natalie 

went into labor with oldest, Arissa, 

16, during an exhibition game. 

Baiamonte now has three teenage 

girls - Janae, Ilana, and Arissa. 

Baiamonte has a studio at home where 

he does voiceovers and commercials for 

several clients, including Brandsmart USA, 

Mercedes-Benz and Nike. He emcees 

special events throughout South Florida, 

such as the Miami Children’s Hospital 

Diamond Ball. He returned to FIU last fall 

when he emceed the football home opener 

against Rutgers.  

But on HEAT game days, he spends the 

morning learning the script and brushing up 

on the players from both teams, while trying 

not to talk too much. 

Baiamonte says as a kid he was always 

drawn to the announcer in the arena. “I really 

enjoy entertaining the fans,” he adds. “That 

give–back and forth– is what I love.”

The Voice of the HEAT 
Alumnus Michael Baiamonte ’86 is one of the most recognizable announcers in the South Florida sports market

“I really enjoy entertaining 
the fans. That give – back 
and forth – is what I love.”

By Sissi Aguila ’99, MA ’08
Photo by Greg Clark
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The Coral Doctor is In
Rebecca Vega Thurber searches for answers to the world’s coral reef loss

By JoAnn Adkins
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When you announce to the world that a 

coral reef has herpes, it’s difficult to predict 

how people might react.

Rebecca Vega Thurber did just that in 

2008 and caught the attention of marine 

scientists from all across the globe. Her 

diagnosis of the marine organisms, which 

typically live in compact colonies, intrigued 

diving enthusiasts and even garnered a 

mention on Comedy Central’s “Colbert 

Report.” 

“Most living things have a type of 

herpes, but generally it’s pretty innocuous. 

It shouldn’t be a surprise that corals have 

it,” Vega Thurber said. “But when we talk 

about coral health, it’s always in the terms 

of disease. Examining the viral side of coral 

health is new.”

Vega Thurber, an associate professor of 

biology, was born, raised and educated on 

the west coast of the United 

States. She spent the early 

part of her career traveling 

back-and-forth between 

her lab in California and the 

coral reefs in Hawaii. But 

the marine biologist wanted 

to be closer to her study 

organisms. She set her sights 

on the coral reefs of the 

Atlantic and Caribbean and in 

2009, joined the faculty at FIU.

“Here in South Florida, my study organism 

is right outside my back door,” Vega Thurber 

said. “The Caribbean is a hotbed of coral 

disease.”

Scientists have been increasingly 

concerned about the health of the world’s 

corals because of their importance to the 

world’s oceans and to humans. Corals 

are home to more than one million diverse 

aquatic species. They act as natural barriers 

for coastal communities and beaches. Corals 

also contain chemical compounds that 

can be used in medicines for cancer, AIDS 

and other ailments. Economically, the reefs 

provide a major tourism draw for diving and 

snorkeling enthusiasts all across the globe. 

Corals currently suffer from what 

Vega Thurber calls a double whammy — 

decreasing abundance and increasing 

disease. However, the scientific community 

has long focused on the bacterial diseases 

of corals. Some scientists have explored the 

idea of viruses impacting reefs, but with little 

success. So when Vega Thurber, along with 

her research team, developed a new method 

of identifying viruses in corals, it was the 

first time scientists confirmed the existence 

of what many had long suspected — corals 

have herpes. They also have other viruses.

“We were the first to explore viruses 

in reefs at the molecular level,” she said. 

“Corals have a stony skeleton and viruses 

are really small, really hard to work with. 

We came up with a technique to identify 

what types of viruses are in corals based 

on genetic sequence. Imagine shredding 

all the pages of a book into a million pieces 

and then trying to put the sentences back 

together. That’s basically what we did.”

Recently, Vega Thurber was awarded a 

three-year grant from the National Science 

Foundation to explore the next phase of her 

research. About 30 percent of coral death is 

attributed to disease, but the causes of those 

diseases is still unknown. Vega Thurber has 

already proven viruses exist in corals. Now 

it’s time to explore the implications.

“I want to move beyond cataloguing these 

viruses and determine if they are actually 

contributing to the degradation of coral 

fitness,” Vega Thurber said. “This grant is 

about what the first stage of the research 

actually means.”

As she continues to look for ways to 

preserve and restore one of Earth’s most 

unique and diverse ecosystems, Vega 

Thurber has settled into her new lab at FIU.

 “Part of the reason I wanted to come to 

FIU is because of the young, invigorated 

marine biology faculty,” she said. “Plus, I 

liked the idea of developing a new program.”

Vega Thurber’s lab currently includes five 

people — a post-doctoral scientist, an NSF 

graduate student, a technician and two 

undergraduate students. She is expanding 

her research to include corals off the coast of 

Australia.

“Dr. Vega Thurber’s studies of bacteria and 

viruses in coral are critical for understanding 

how humans are impacting reefs,” said 

professor Michael Heithaus, director of FIU’s 

School of Environment, Arts and Society. 

“She’s a great example of the dedication that 

FIU faculty have in developing high-impact 

research projects while providing excellent 

opportunities for students 

and reaching out to the 

public.”

But even with her drive 

and focus, Vega Thurber 

still has time to laugh about 

the national comedic draw 

her research attained after 

becoming the focus of a 

Stephen Colbert quip on 

The Colbert Report. Vega 

Thurber’s finding of herpes viruses in coral 

reefs led Colbert to call corals “the sluts of 

the seas.”

“It was pretty funny,” she said. “I was in 

Hawaii at the time, in my lab. I saw my phone 

ringing and turned it off. It started ringing 

again. And it kept ringing. And ringing. It was 

my sisters. I finally answered. I was shocked. 

Then the onslaught of e-mails came. It was 

all pretty funny.”

While some of the information may have 

been exaggerated for television, Vega 

Thurber doesn’t mind that it drew attention 

to the serious problem she is hoping to help 

solve — the loss of the world’s corals.

To learn more about Rebecca Vega 

Thurber and her coral reef research, visit 

www2.fiu.edu/~microlab/.

Rebecca Vega Thurber searches for answers to the world’s coral reef loss

“Part of the reason I wanted to 
come to FIU is because of the 
young, invigorated marine biology 
faculty. Plus, I liked the idea of 
developing a new program.”
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locker room for the team buses, the Aggies 

fans greeted them and many delivered the 

same message to FIU: “You guys are going to 

win your conference this year. You guys are 

going to be in a bowl game.”

Soon, it was time for the Sun Belt to heed 

that prophecy. The Panthers out muscled and 

outran Western Kentucky and North Texas to 

open Sun Belt Conference play with two wins. 

In a thrilling Homecoming game against 

ULM, FIU needed an arm tackle by T.Y. 

Hilton to help send the game into overtime. 

Warhawks linebacker Ken Dorsey was 

charging toward the end zone after an 

interception, but Hilton raced out of nowhere 

to make the stop late in the fourth quarter. 

The Panthers would win 42-35 behind 

Darriet Perry’s touchdown run in the second 

overtime. 

Then on November 13 came the season-

defining victory.

FIU had never beaten defending Sun Belt 

Conference champion Troy in the six games 

the two teams had played. Still, the fearless 

and resilient Panthers rolled into Veterans 

Memorial Stadium in Troy and powered to 

their best offensive performance in program 

history.

FIU rushed for a program-best 448 yards 

and pounded the Trojans with a school-record 

668 total yards in a 52-35 win that left the 

Panthers all alone in first place in the Sun Belt.

As Troy star receiver Jerrell Jernigan would 

say after the game, “FIU came in here and 

kicked our [butts], point blank.”

After the defeat of Troy, FIU’s defense 

recorded seven sacks and had three 

interceptions against Louisiana in an easy 

Kyle Field in College Station, Texas – 

Home of the 12th Man -- is one of the 

most hostile stadiums to play in for an 

opposing college football team. 

Yet that notion was lost on the FIU Panthers 

this past September.

That night on Texas A&M’s home field more 

than 80,000 people were the first to witness 

the rise of the Panthers in 2010. This was the 

year of firsts for FIU Football.

The Panthers would achieve the first 

winning season in the nine-year history of 

the program. FIU would also win its first Sun 

Belt Conference championship, earn its first 

bowl invitation and win its first bowl game in 

the Panthers’ first national TV appearance on 

ESPN.

The road to the 2010 championship 

season began three years ago in 2007 with 

a complete change in the culture of FIU 

Football. With an unyielding work ethic and 

meticulous preparation, the Panthers, under 

the leadership of coach Mario Cristobal and 

his staff, developed better talent, revamped 

their off-season workouts and practice 

regimen and cultivated an attitude that FIU 

can play with anyone, anywhere.

It began against the Aggies and then-

Heisman Trophy candidate quarterback Jerrod 

Johnson. A defiant Panthers defense sacked 

Johnson six times and intercepted him four 

times to build a 20-6 lead heading into the 

fourth quarter.

Although the Aggies needed a late rally 

to escape with a victory, many of the home 

team’s faithful predicted what the rest of the 

nation and eventually the Sun Belt Conference 

would realize. As the Panthers exited their 

By Pete Pelegrin ‘96
Photography by Samuel Lewis

The rise of the

PAnthers

38-17 win that set up a potential Sun Belt 

Conference title game against Arkansas State.

There the Panthers were put to the test by 

a gritty Red Wolves team. ASU led FIU 24-23 

with less than two minutes left in the game 

when Hilton delivered in the clutch.

Hilton, whose nickname is “Goodbye” 

because of the speed that helps him out run 

defenses, caught a short pass from Wesley 

Carroll, weaved his way through the ASU 

defense and went 42 yards for the winning 

touchdown.

The Panthers won 31-24 and captured their 

first Sun Belt Conference Championship.
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With the most wins (six) in the nine-year 

history of FIU football, the Panthers received 

an invitation to play the Toledo Rockets in 

the Little Caesars Pizza Bowl at Detroit’s 

Ford Field. With the NFL game between the 

Minnesota Vikings and the Philadelphia Eagles 

snowed out, the Pizza Bowl was the only 

football game played in the country on Dec. 

26 and the only game on TV.

FIU’s first bowl game did not get off to the 

start the Panthers envisioned.

FIU fell behind 21-7 at halftime. In the locker 

room defensive lineman Jarvis Wilson and 

Hilton rallied their teammates to start playing 

“FIU Football.”

Down 24-7 in the third quarter and before a 

Toledo kickoff, Hilton told linebacker Toronto 

Smith: “Watch me return this kickoff.” Hilton 

sprinted past the Rockets and went 89 yards 

for the touchdown to ignite FIU’s comeback.

Wilson, who would be named Defensive 

MVP of the bowl game, played “FIU Football,” 

recording two sacks.

Yet despite the furious rally, the Panthers 

found themselves trailing 32-31 with 1:14 left 

in the game.

That’s when FIU orchestrated the greatest 

play in program history.

On fourth-and-17, quarterback Wesley 

Carroll completed a nine-yard pass to receiver 

Jacob Younger, who flipped the ball to Hilton 

coming across the field. Hilton would scurry 

eight yards for the first down.

“The Motor City Miracle” helped set up Jack 

Griffin for the game-winning 34-yard field goal 

that would cap off an awe-inspiring, historic 

season for the Panthers.

FIU Athletics sportswriter Pete Pelegrin has 
been covering FIU football since the program 
began in 2002. Check out his blog “The Prowl”                  
at go.fiu.edu/the-prowl 
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REALLY ALL-PURPOSE 

Throughout his career at FIU, T.Y. Hilton has 

accumulated plenty of all-purpose yardage, 

but against ULM on Nov. 6, he would need 

to be a true all-purpose player. Hilton scored 

four touchdowns in the game three different 

ways: returning a kick, receiving and rushing. 

Yet, Hilton would save his best all-purpose act 

for defense. With the score tied 28-28 late in 

the fourth quarter, ULM linebacker Ken Dorsey 

appeared to have a clear path to the end zone 

on an interception return, but Hilton chased 

him down and made the tackle to keep FIU in 

the game. The Panthers would eventually win 

42-35 in overtime.

 

TROJAN HORSES

Perennial and defending Sun Belt Champion 

Troy did not know what hit them on Nov. 13 

after FIU ran all over the Trojans in a 52-35 

win. Three different Panther backs each 

rushed for more than 100 yards to spark a 

program record 448-yard rushing effort for 

FIU. Darriet Perry (186 yards, TD), T.Y. Hilton 

(158 yards, 2 TDs) and Darian Mallary (118 

yards, TD) were the horses on the ground for 

FIU in what, at that moment, was the program-

defining win.

 

NO WAY, GAUTIER

One game from a possible Sun Belt title 

showdown with Arkansas State, the Panthers 

were off to a slow start at Louisiana. FIU led 

just 7-3 before the Ragin’ Cajuns blocked 

a punt and recovered at the FIU 2. The 

Cajuns needed just 72 inches to take the 

lead and momentum from the Panthers. But 

the FIU defense did not buckle, stopping 

UL quarterback Blaine Gautier on four 

consecutive runs to take the ball back from 

the Cajuns. The monumental goal line stand 

fueled the Panthers as they would go on to 

win 38-17.

2010 as the Panthers, 

under defensive 

coordinator Geoff 

Collins, became the No. 

1 defense in the Sun Belt 

and No. 57 nationally. 

FIU made a leap of 62 

spots after finishing No. 

119 in the nation in 2009.

SENIOR MOMENTS

FIU’s road to this 

championship season 

began with a win against 

Western Kentucky on Oct. 9. However, the 

game was in doubt until a pair of defensive 

seniors stepped forward. With FIU holding a 

tenuous 28-21 lead in the waning moments 

of the fourth quarter, defensive backs 

Anthony Gaitor and Dez Johnson made a 

pair of game-saving plays. Gaitor clamped 

down a reverse at the FIU 22 and on the 

final play of the game, Johnson deflected a 

pass in the end zone.

 

DON’T BLINK

FIU veteran 

defensive backs 

like to tell the 

freshmen to get 

up on receiver 

Greg Ellingson during 

practice, because if you 

don’t, he will run right by you 

with his deceptive speed.

North Texas learned that 

lesson the hard way. On the fifth 

play of the game between FIU and 

North Texas on Oct. 16, Ellingson caught a 

short pass from quarterback Wesley Carroll 

and zipped past the Mean Green defense 

50 yards for the first touchdown in FIU’s 

34-10 rout.

MAYBE THEY KNEW 

A boisterous, energetic, record crowd of 

19,872 filled FIU Stadium for the season 

opener against Rutgers. The Panthers led the 

Scarlet Knights 14-13 in the fourth quarter 

before falling, but as nearly 20,000 would see, 

this was a different FIU team this season. 

 

GAITOR LOOSE ON THE FIELD

Facing a then-Heisman Trophy 

candidate, FIU defensive back 

Anthony Gaitor made his own 

early case for a postseason 

honor. Against Texas A&M 

quarterback Jerrod Johnson  

on Sept. 18, Gaitor returned a 54-yard 

interception for a touchdown, forced a 

fumble and sacked the 6-5, 245-pound 

quarterback to lead the Panthers defense. FIU 

would go on to sack Johnson six times and 

record four interceptions ruining his chances at 

college football’s most prestigious award.

 

ROLL CALL!

Throughout practice during the season 

whenever a Panthers’ defensive player would 

make a standout play, senior linebacker 

Toronto Smith would yell out: “Roll Call!” 

and the rest of the defense would yell: 

“Ahoooooh!” It was the defense’s rallying 

chant. Well, there was plenty of roll calling in 

FIU Football 2010: The Season’s Best
By Pete Pelegrin ’96



FIRST THE HILTON HEAVE, 

NOW THE HILTON WEAVE

In Jonesboro, Ark. they are counting down 

the days until T.Y. Hilton graduates from FIU. 

For the second time in three games, Hilton 

beat the Red Wolves on a dramatic late-game 

play. In 2008, Hilton threw an improbable 

game-winning touchdown pass in the fourth 

quarter to defeat ASU 22-21, a play that would 

become known as the “Hilton Heave.” This 

season with FIU down 24-23 and less than 

two minutes left in the game, Hilton caught a 

short pass from quarterback Wesley Carroll 

and weaved 42 yards for a touchdown through 

the ASU defense in what is now known as the 

“Hilton Weave.” FIU won 31-24 and captured 

its first Sun Belt Conference championship.  

HOT -N- READY

Who would have thought it could ever be 

hot in Detroit on the night of Dec. 26. The 

Panthers won the first bowl game they ever 

played defeating Toledo 34-32 in a come-

from-behind thriller. At 7-6, FIU achieved the 

first winning season in the program’s nine-year 

history and won its first Sun Belt Conference 

title. The Panthers would celebrate on the 

50-yard line of Ford Field by dancing and 

chanting the Little Caesars Pizza slogan:  

“Hot-n-Ready! Hot-n-Ready!”

WHAT CAN BROWN DO FOR YOU?

Walk-on safety Kreg Brown sparked the 

Panthers defense with two interceptions in the 

Pizza Bowl. The first interception set up an 

FIU touchdown that closed the deficit against 

Toledo to 24-21. Brown’s second pick put FIU 

in position to score the go-ahead touchdown 

in the fourth quarter.

 

SACKMASTER

The biggest pass rushing threat on the FIU 

defensive line this season was a man without 

a position since arriving at FIU. Considered 

by some not big enough to play defensive 

line, Jarvis Wilson played both linebacker and 

defensive end during his four years at FIU, but 

did not settle into one position until this season. 

Wilson was plenty big enough for the Panthers 

this season leading the team with 9.5 sacks 

and 15 tackles for loss. Wilson earned the 

Pizza Bowl’s Defensive MVP Award for sacking 

Toledo quarterback Terrance Owens twice.

 

TOUCHDOWN MAKER

After an injury-riddled 2009, running back 

Darriet Perry was back in stride this season 

and had a nose for the end zone. Perry 

shattered the FIU single-season record for 

touchdowns as he crossed the goal line 16 

times enroute to leading the Panthers in 

rushing with 839 yards. 

SUPER MARIO

Two years after winning 

the Sporting News’ Sun Belt 

Conference Coach of the Year, 

FIU coach Mario Cristobal 

received the honor 

again, but this time from 

the Sun Belt. After the 

Panthers’ historic season, 

Cristobal was named the 

Sun Belt Coach of the Year 

in a vote determined by the 

conference.

THE MOTOR CITY MIRACLE

The greatest play in the history of FIU football happened at the Little Caesars Pizza Bowl 

and at the most important point of the game. Down 32-21 with less than one minute to play 

and facing 4th down and 17 yards to go, FIU executed a hook and ladder play to perfection 

to put the Panthers in position to win their first bowl game. Quarterback Wesley Carroll 

threw a nine-yard pass to Jacob Younger, who pitched the ball to T.Y. “Goodbye” Hilton. 

Needing eight more yards to keep FIU’s hopes alive, Hilton tip-toed the sidelines and got 

the first down. Moments later Jack Griffin would kick the game-winning field goal.

 

JACK FROST

There’s a reason coming out of high school 

Jack Griffin was ranked the No. 3 kicker in 

Florida. It’s just that fans had not witnessed his 

powerful leg or icy cool under pressure until 

this season. Against Middle Tennessee in the 

regular season finale, Griffin drilled a 50-yard 

field goal to mark the second longest field goal 

in FIU history. Then in the Pizza Bowl, Griffin 

delivered the pressure-packed, game-winning 

34-yard field goal as time expired. Photos by Samuel Lewis, Roy Viera, Alex  
Hernandez, Ivan Santiago and Matt Shaw
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They were believers long before the 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl victory. 
Now Michael Maher ’97, Frank Peña 
’99, Alberto Padron ’98, MBA ’09 and 
Eddie Hondal ’88, MS ’00 want you to 
join them at FIU Stadium.

The Four Horsemen

By Deborah O’Neil MA ’09
Photo by Ivan Santiago ’00



“You are no longer Eddie”
You might assume the Four Horsemen 

have been friends forever. Not so. It was FIU 

football that brought them together. Maher 

and Padron first met while huddled in a tunnel 

at the Orange Bowl watching the FIU football 

team practice in the rain. It was 2007, Head 

Coach Mario Cristobal’s first season, and the 

team was getting ready to play Penn State. 

Both wanted to see the new coach in action.

They didn’t talk again for two years. Then 

in 2009, Hondal invited Padron to a small 

meeting called by Maher to talk about football. 

When Padron walked in, Maher said, “Wait, 

I know you. Penn State? Orange Bowl?” 

The brotherhood of the Four Horsemen was 

coming together.

Maher told the group, “I am not sitting in 

another football game with the stands empty.”

“I was sipping the Kool-Aid hard,” said 

Maher, an IT consultant. “I said, ‘Cristobal is 

doing everything he can to build us a winning 

program. We have to help him.’ ”	

Three others were ready to roll up their 

sleeves for football – Peña, Hondal and 

Padron. They agreed: A successful football 

program isn’t built on the field alone. You have 

to build success in the stands too. 

“It was like The Bourne Identity,” Maher 

said. “Are you ready to commit yourself? You 

are no longer Eddie. You are Papa Panther.”

All had been regulars at FIU football games 

since the program began. Hondal served as 

FIU’s Alumni Association director from 1993-

’98 and then director of football development 

from 1998-2002. Before FIU even had a team, 

he hired a plane to fly over the Orange Bowl 

during a UM-FSU game with a banner that 

read: “FIU Football Still Undefeated.” 

To this day, they’ve rarely missed a game 

and often travel to away games on their own 

dime. The Four Horsemen came together 

with an entrepreneurial determination to make 

something positive happen, Peña said. 

“That’s what FIU is all about,” said Peña, 

a Miami businessman. “No other institution 

has opened a medical school, a law school, 

Division I football and an on-campus stadium 

in less than 50 years.”

 “We have mad love”
It was Alumni Association Executive Director 

Bill Draughon who started calling them the 

Four Horsemen, a reference to four football 

players who are part of American football lore. 

A sportswriter coined the name for the four 

star players of the 1924 Notre Dame team. 

A famous publicity photo shows them on 

horseback, each with a football tucked under 

his arm.

The image of four football stalwarts carrying 

the ball for the university isn’t too far off. 

After the 2009 meeting, the foursome got to 

work on an outreach plan focused on winning 

the hearts and minds of FIU’s disinterested 

graduates. 

They met continually through early 2010, 

putting in hours for FIU after leaving work. 

Soon enough, they were invited to join the 

Alumni Association Board and serve as its 

Athletics Liaison Committee. 

“We do this because we have mad love,” 

said Maher. “That’s the only way I can put it.”

Each will tell you: This is personal. Hondal 

has a love of FIU that’s infectious. Maher 

remembers how FIU gave him a shot and 

changed his life. As an undergraduate, Peña 

served on the Student Government that 

approved a fee increase for football.

“There is a personality to FIU being young 

but full of promise,” Padron said. “There is proof 

of performance in our accomplishments, but 

everyone knows our best days are ahead. A lot 

of alumni would describe themselves with the 
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When the gut-wrenching moment arrived in Detroit’s 

Ford Field – 32-31 Toledo, four seconds left on the 

clock and a 34-yard kick – Alberto Padron needed 

Papa Panther. Heck, we ALL needed Papa Panther.

Padron, a marketing executive and father of three, leaped over 

four rows of seats to bury his head in the shoulder of Eddie Hondal – 

“Papa Panther,” FIU’s original football fan. “I can’t look,” Padron told 

his friend.

Hondal was just a breath away from exaltation as the clock 

counted down on the Little Caesars Pizza Bowl. Having attended 

nearly every game since the program’s inception, Hondal could feel 

the moment had arrived. With more than two million people watching 

on ESPN, FIU fans everywhere – the diehards and fair weathers -- 

were about to be rewarded.

On the sidelines, their friend Frank Peña paced between the 5 and 

15. FIU Trustee Al Dotson reassured him, “Don’t worry. We’re going to 

win this.” Peña had nodded. He still had a knot in his stomach.

Back in Miami, Mike Maher, the fourth of the alumni foursome 

nicknamed  “The Four Horsemen,” blocked out the excited crowd at 

The Sports Exchange. He crouched in front of the bar with only his 

eyes peering over at the TV. “I’m focused on nothing but the snap 

and the kicker.” 

Everyone held their breath during the 4-second arc of Griffin’s 

game-winning kick. When Padron looked up, he saw Athletic Director 

Pete Garcia alongside the goalpost with his arms in the air. The 

crowd exploded. The ESPN announcer boomed: “In their first ever 

bowl game, FIU has captured the Little Caesars Bowl!”

The Panther Roar echoed from Detroit to the Gables, across 

barrooms, living rooms and wireless networks. Grown men wept, 

wives screamed, strangers embraced, fans fell to their knees before 

their televisions.

The Motor City Miracle was complete. The FIU story of turning 

the impossible into the inevitable was written in the X’s and O’s of 

a dazzling comeback and stunning victory. The Four Horsemen’s 

football campaign to win the hearts and minds of all FIU alumni got a 

whole lot easier that night.
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same set of adjectives. FIU is us, and we are FIU.”

Every new football program needs a corps  

of devoted alumni who build the fan base, 

says Cristobal. 

“It means everything when alumni like them 

find the time to spread the word and create 

awareness of the program, to be the catalysts 

of excitement,” Cristobal said. “They can see 

into the future of what the program is going 

to be. They know the rewards and the great 

moments are going to be there. They get it. 

That’s the best way to put it.”

“The secret sauce”
From the start, their objective has been to 

build university pride through athletics. The 

barrier: In a trendy city, FIU is not fashionable. 

The fix: Get passionate alumni to advocate 

for FIU. Back then, of course, they dared to 

dream: A big bowl win would certainly help.

“We can’t expect everyone to be fanatical 

like us,” Hondal said. “But in this city, as 

finicky as fans are, now that we are winning, 

we have to take advantage of this sentiment 

and say there is plenty of space on the 

bandwagon.” 

The power of football to build university 

pride is well documented. “In the stadium for 

that three hours, you are one,” said Draughon. 

“It is a bonding experience.“

Cristobal often describes football as a 

window into the university. Says Padron, “I 

am euphoric about what people are going to 

see when they look into that window. They 

are going to see a vibrant university and say, 

‘How come I didn’t know about this place?’”

The Four Horsemen launched a “Meet 

the Coach” series last spring to introduce 

Cristobal and show off the new Landon 

Fieldhouse. 

“We felt the secret sauce was in granting 

alumni a degree of intimacy with this 

program,” Padron said. “Once we granted 

access, Coach Cristobal didn’t disappoint. 

We had to have Coach Cristobal’s dynamic 

leadership to really pull it off.” 

Each tapped his network of friends and 

colleagues to attend the gatherings with 

Cristobal. For the true football fan, it was a 

glimpse behind the scenes of a Division I 

football program. For others, it was exciting to 

witness the program FIU was building.

Nearly 1,000 people attended a Meet the 

Coach session leading into the 2010 season. 

Eventually the FIU Division of External 

Relations began assisting with the events as 

they grew in popularity. 

“What people took away from these was 

seeing how real Mario is,” Maher said. “He 

leaves a lasting impression.”

“Awaken the Panther within”
When pre-season was over, it was time to 

light up the grill. 

The Four Horsemen were among the first 

to sign up for a corner spot in the new Alumni 

Association Panther Pit Tailgate Village. The 

elaborate setup with televisions streaming 

the day’s games and mounds of sizzling food 

became a crowd magnet. Peña orchestrated 

colorful menu choices like:

 “No Stopping TY Hilton Wings” – These 

ultra-hot chicken wings soon enough will be 

consuming endzones on Sundays.

 “The Four Horsemen 24 Masitas de 

Puerco” – These pork fried chunks are 

guaranteed to awaken the Panther within you.

The menu names reveal a lot about these 

friends. For all the seriousness of their 

mission, the Four Horsemen are having fun. 

Lots of fun. And their M.O. is simple: FIU is 

part of everything they do. 

FIU President Mark Rosenberg says the 

Four Horsemen are a perfect example of how 

alumni are “a lifeline for a lifetime.”

 “They make it a priority to help FIU reach 

the next level by giving of their time and hard 

work,” Rosenberg said. “They are proud 

of FIU and they carry that pride with them 

everywhere they go. I would love to see more 

alumni follow their lead.”

They’re the guys wearing FIU T-shirts in 

Publix and calling up The Miami Herald when 

FIU Football gets short shrift. They preach 

the gospel of FIU Love on Facebook and 

Twitter. They take issue with fellow FIU alumni 

cheering for the other team in town and not 

their alma mater.  With 170,000 alumni, the 

Four Horsemen figure every home game 

should be sold out.

 “We have to teach people it’s OK to 

cheer for FIU,” said Padron. “From a math 

standpoint, if we only convince 10 percent 

of us, we are at standing room only in the 

stadium. “

“Come and join us”
When Maher arrived at the Sports 

Exchange Dec. 26 to watch the Little Caesars 

Pizza Bowl, he bumped into a number of FIU 

alumni who didn’t know FIU was about to play 

in a bowl game. Maher prodded them to stay. 

At halftime, he told everyone, “Listen, this 

team is coming back.”

When Griffin’s kick squeezed through, the 

place went crazy. “I’m hugging strangers and 

slapping high-fives with guys who said, ‘Man, 

I’m glad you told me the game was on!’”

Peña’s cell phone lit up like a scoreboard. 

Dozens of text messages streamed in from 

friends who had watched on ESPN. Peña 

welcomes the new believers.

“A lot more people became Panther 

fans that night,” Peña said. “It’s a big tent. 

Everyone is welcome. Come and join us. 

If they come out to our first game this year 

they are going to see what a great university 

they belong to and they are going to have a 

wonderful time.”

Lately, the Four Horsemen have been 

taking the opportunity to talk up the 2011 

home opener. The tailgate should be the 

biggest ever. The menu is sure to feature a 

Motor City Miracle.

Continued
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IT WAS JUST AFTER 8 A.M. ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6: HOMECOMING DAY. MARK 

ROSENBERG, FIU’S FIFTH PRESIDENT, WORE A SHARP BLUE SUIT, READY TO BEGIN 

WHAT WOULD BE AN 18-HOUR DAY OF HAND-SHAKING, PHOTO-POSING, SCHOOL-

RALLYING. HE WOULD GIVE FOUR “OFFICIAL” TALKS AND DOZENS MORE INFORMAL 

ONES. HE WOULD MEET WITH ALUMNI, STUDENTS, PARENTS, FACULTY, STAFF, DONORS, 

COMMUNITY LEADERS. HIS DAY WOULD CULMINATE, OF COURSE, WITH THE BIG GAME.

President Mark Rosenberg uses athletics and a personal 
touch to build university pride during his first year

By Dan Grech
Photo by Ivan Santiago ’00

High Touch Leadership

Continues next page
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for the football game?” 

Rosenberg says his emphasis on 

Homecoming is not really about football. “I 

don’t view athletic events as athletic events, 

but as university events,” he said. “Where 

else can we bring 20,000 students together to 

cheer for the university? I bleed blue and gold, 

and I know a lot of faculty and administration 

and alumni do too. That’s a point of pride.

“The whole point of Homecoming is to 

inspire people about the institution.”

FIU nursing student Brooke Lowy 

was happily surprised when Rosenberg 

remembered her by name at Homecoming. 

She’d met him only once before. The 

former member of the Dazzlers, now a 

Miami Dolphins cheerleader, was at the 

Alumni Association tailgate signing posters. 

Rosenberg stopped by to say 

hello, pose for a photo and ask 

her how classes were going. 

“He’s awesome,” Lowy said. 

“It’s really cool that he actually 

gets involved and talks with 

students.”

•••••••••

For FIU’s home opener in September, the 

football team played one of the country’s 

oldest football schools, Rutgers. FIU’s news 

staff captured the spirit of the day on film. 

The rousing video showcases the excitement 

Rosenberg is cultivating at FIU. There are 

smiling Dazzlers, cheering students with blue 

and gold face paint and crowds chanting “FIU! 

FIU!” Out on the field with a pumped-up football 

team is FIU’s brand new marching band. 

The band had been eliminated due to 

budget cuts that have rocked FIU in recent 

years, forcing it to shutter programs, lay off 

faculty and staff and raise tuition. One of 

Rosenberg’s first acts as president was to find 

the money to reinstate the band. He did that 

by bringing together the Student Government 

Association, the Division of Student Affairs, 

the Division of External Relations, the College 

•••••••••

Rosenberg spent 29 years at FIU as a 

professor, dean and provost before moving to 

Tallahassee to become chancellor of the State 

University System for three years. He returned 

to Miami in August 2009 as president of FIU. 

He’s made relationship building, on and off 

campus, a central focus of his presidency. 

The first meeting of his presidency was with 

the Alumni Association. Since then, FIU 

organized more than a dozen community 

receptions to introduce Rosenberg to more 

than 500 business owners, educators, 

ministers, elected officials and community 

leaders from Kendall to Hialeah to Key 

Biscayne. He’s hosted more than 40 meetings 

with groups of faculty at the president’s 

residence, the Reagan House.

Rosenberg convened these gatherings 

to hear what faculty and people in the 

community have to say about FIU.

The president’s role is to be approachable, 

says Rosenberg. “People want a president 

they can have a conversation with,” he said. 

“The president personifies the institution.”

Truth is, Rosenberg is more than 

approachable; he often does the 

approaching. When he spotted a group 

of parents taking a campus tour on 

Homecoming Day, he walked right over with 

a big smile.

“Hi! Is this a tour? I’m Mark Rosenberg. 

Welcome to FIU!” He spent a couple of 

minutes chatting with the group, ending with 

a question: “Are any of you going to be here 

Rosenberg called Homecoming the 

most important day of his year-

and-a-half-old presidency. The day 

encapsulated everything Rosenberg had 

worked toward during his first year – building 

school spirit, activating alumni, engaging 

the community, inspiring faculty and staff, 

telling the FIU story of overachievement. “I’m 

pumped,” he said as he began his day. “I’ve 

been waiting for this.”

Under Rosenberg’s direction, university 

leaders had planned the grandest, most 

festive homecoming in school history. The 

tailgate featured a live concert by Lifehouse; 

the parade had more floats. The university 

hosted reunions for past student government 

presidents, former athletes, retired professors 

and parents. Some 17,000 people filled FIU 

stadium for the football game.

At 8:30 a.m., Rosenberg went 

to a breakfast for the Student 

Government Alumni Association 

Advisory Council. He struck 

up a conversation with Miami 

attorney Roberto Pardo ’81. 

“Every time I come here I 

can’t believe it,” Pardo said, 

“From three little buildings in a field to this. I 

don’t even know where I am.”

“This is the house you built,” Rosenberg 

reminded him. 

A few minutes later, Pardo introduced 

himself as student government president of 

1980. Rosenberg interjected, “I thought you 

were 81?” Rosenberg pulled out the RSVP 

list – it was, indeed, 1981. Rosenberg studies 

these details – a spouse’s name, birthdays, 

grades – because he wants everyone he 

meets to know they matter to him. They 

matter to FIU.

“This guy is amazing,” Pardo said later. “I 

think he’s the right president for where we are 

going. He’s got ideas. He wants to integrate the 

community. It’s an awesome time. Finally you 

can have some pride to be an FIU graduate.”

“I bleed blue and gold, and 
I know a lot of faculty and 
administration and alumni do 
too. That’s a point of pride.”

Continues next page
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•••••••••
It was the late afternoon of Homecoming 

day. The parade had ended, and kickoff 

between FIU and the University of Louisiana 

Monroe was still a few minutes away.

Rosenberg had a small gap in his schedule, 

so he spent it walking around the tailgate 

area outside the stadium. He was repeatedly 

stopped by parents, alumni and students. They 

wanted to pose with the president of FIU.

“In the old days before football, that would 

never have happened,” Rosenberg said. 

“Emotionally, I wasn’t planning for that. It was 

humbling and gratifying. I found it inspirational. 

It was a marker that I was on the right course.”

The game went into double overtime. It 

was a Cinderella finish. FIU won. The game 

ended at close to midnight, and Rosenberg 

had earned a rest. But he had one more 

appointment to keep.

He hosted a group of former FIU athletes 

and their loved ones in his presidential suite in 

the stadium. It was the first time the founders 

of the FIU football team had been formally 

invited back. Rosenberg toasted them with 

bottles of champagne. Then he began a more 

serious conversation. He told them he wanted 

to talk about Homecoming for next year.

•••••••••

Dan Grech is radio news director of WLRN Miami Herald 

News and co-hosts Under the Sun on WLRN. He last 

profiled Mark Rosenberg after he was selected as FIU’s 

new president in Fall 2009.

 

Rosenberg has taken to showing the video 

of the Rutgers game to alumni. He recalls 

with pride the response of one alumnus, 

class of 1981. “Mark,” the man told 

Rosenberg, “I’ve never seen anyone cheer 

for FIU before.”

In September, the FIU Board of Trustees 

unanimously gave Rosenberg a mark of 

“superior” during his annual evaluation, 

the highest possible rating. Among the 

accomplishments he highlighted for the 

board: strengthening and expanding 

partnerships with the Miami-Dade Public 

Schools, increasing financial aid to students 

and obtaining $4.6 million for the Herbert 

Wertheim College of Medicine.

Trustee Cesar Alvarez, chair of the 

committee that evaluated the president, 

praised Rosenberg’s leadership style. “He’s 

a man who listens, engages, encourages, 

motivates and rewards,” Alvarez said.

Rosenberg has laid out an ambitious 

growth plan called “FIU 2020.” Over the 

coming decade, Rosenberg plans to grow the 

university by 20,000 students and spend $10 

billion dollars on instruction and research and 

$500 million in additional construction.

“To grow like that is a response to demand,” 

he says. “We’re not going to turn our backs 

on eligible students in this community. And as 

our brand value grows, we’re going to draw in 

more people from outside of this community 

and around the world.”

Rosenberg relies on a sports metaphor – a 

“four-front funding offensive” – to explain 

how he plans to raise money to support that 

growth: from federal, state, local and private 

sources. Alumni giving is a key pillar of 

growth. 

of Architecture + The Arts and donors. The 

band made its comeback sporting new 

uniforms donated by Perry Ellis.

On Homecoming Day 2010, the band was 

featured on the front page of The Miami Herald. 

“You can’t give a great experience to 

the students and fans without a band,” 

Rosenberg said. “Now, you see kids and 

alumni screaming their heads off, painting 

their bodies. That kind of enthusiasm can’t 

happen exclusively in a classroom. And it’s 

our obligation to provide it.”

Rosenberg’s philosophy of university 

leadership can be summarized in two words: 

high touch. “High touch is homecoming. 

It’s the relationship between students and 

faculty, between alumni and staff. It’s face-

to-face contact.”

•••••••••

Rosenberg says a high touch university 

is a spiritual place. “Universities are 

communities of memory and hope. That’s 

what homecoming is about,” he said. “It’s an 

opportunity to remind our graduates about 

the educations they got in and out of the 

classroom. And to challenge them to help us 

ensure that future and current students are 

able to get the same high-quality education 

that they got.”

At a time when students can log onto 

a computer and get a college degree, 

Rosenberg says FIU has to offer more than 

an education. “Homecoming is part of a 

survival strategy. Homecoming is what we can 

offer that online universities can’t: a sense of 

belonging, an identity.”

 

FIU First Lady Rosalie Rosenberg, School of International and Public Affairs Director John Stack and 
President Rosenberg arrive at FIU Stadium for the homecoming game. 

President Rosenberg participates in the lighting of the Torch at the Homecoming Game. 

Continued
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A Ver:
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A Ver:
Maria Brito ’77

The FIU alumna 
and celebrated 

“Miami Generation”  
artist brings her 

evocative artwork to the 
Patricia & Phillip Frost  

Art Museum

By Elisa Turner
Photos by Angel Valentin
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Your first encounter with Maria Brito’s 

show at the Frost Art Museum could 

be confusing. You may even wonder 

why it’s there. If so, you’ll please Brito, a rebel 

at heart who is unafraid of controversy.  

A celebrated artist of “The Miami 

Generation,” the FIU alumna traces her 

defiant spirit to the long-ago moment when 

she concealed gold jewelry in her clothes 

on a Pedro Pan flight from Havana to Miami. 

Everyone knew doing this risked terrible 

consequences, but she couldn’t leave the 

beloved bracelet behind knowing it was a 

serious financial effort for her parents to buy it 

for her 12th birthday. Decades later, Brito still 

cherishes the bracelet.

Her longstanding aversion to doing what’s 

predictable, as well as considerable talent, has 

led to “As of 24/03/07,” Brito’s mixed-media 

installation at the Frost that runs through April 

24.  A small shrine—dedicated to a mysterious 

figure and recalling saints’ altars—is an 

ominous part of the work. The shrine recalls 

the conservative Cuban Catholic upbringing, 

especially for girls, of the Cuban community 

transplanted to Miami in the early 1960s. 

In her artwork, Brito endows simple, 

familiar objects with disturbing symbolism. 

This installation evokes a modest scientific 

laboratory where human forms are created in 

a clandestine manner. “It has to do with social, 

ethical issues related to the manufacturing 

of human life,” said Brito, who is intrigued by 

news reports about biological experimentation. 

This will be the first solo exhibit at the Frost 

Art Museum for the FIU graduate, although her 

art has been in group shows at the previous 

museum space. The Frost also holds two Brito 

sculptures in its permanent collection. 

Brito’s art has been shown in every major 

exhibition of Cuban-American artists and 

in venues around the world: the Second 

Iberoamerican Biennial of Lima, Peru; the 

Olympic Sculpture Park in Seoul, South Korea; 

Cuba Twentieth Century: Modernism and 

Syncretism at the Centre d’Art Santa Monica 

in Barcelona, Spain; and in The Decade Show: 

Frameworks of Identity in the 1980s in New 

York City at various venues including Studio 

Museum in Harlem.  Her art was part of the 

traveling exhibit, Arte Latino: Treasures from 

the Smithsonian American Art Museum.

Frost Art Museum director and chief curator 

Carol Damian has known Brito for more than 

20 years. As a professor, Damian includes 

Brito in her art history courses, especially 

given her own interest in women artists. Brito 

is “an artist of great complexity that can be 

inspirational to my students,” said Damian, 

“especially in South Florida with all her 

references to growing up here as a child of 

exile.

“María has long represented herself and 

her life experiences in multi-media works 

that combine ceramics, painting, sculpture 

and installation in constructions that embody 

Maria Brito
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issues of loss, femininity, women’s roles and 

identity,” Damian explains.  “She has never 

waivered from her commitment to create 

works that are dense with serious personal 

symbolism and yet can be quite humorous.”

In 2009, FIU art history professor Juan 

Martínez wrote the book María Brito, published 

by the UCLA Chicano Studies Research 

Center Press of Los Angeles.  A year later, at 

Book Expo America in New York City, his book 

was awarded “Best Arts Book – English” by 

Latino Book Awards. 

This exquisitely illustrated volume about 

Brito belongs to the series  “A Ver: Revisioning 

Art History,” which explores contributions 

Latina and Latino artists have made to 

American and world art history. It highlights 

Brito’s signature installations – mixed media 

interior spaces imbued with symbolism 

and emotion – as well as her paintings and 

sculptures. 

“As Brito and her art have 

broken cultural, social and 

artistic barriers,” Martinez 

writes, “they have made a 

notable contribution to the 

diversity and dynamism of 

contemporary art.”

His book looks at Brito’s 

artistic career in the context 

of recent Miami history, touching on how 

interest in Latin American culture increased 

significantly in the 1980s in the United 

States. This cultural shift, along with growing 

opportunities for women, coincided with her 

career. 

Brito juggled roles of wife, mother of two 

sons and art teacher as she built her career. 

“For me getting married and having a family 

was what I was supposed to do,” Brito says. 

Still, she says, her father emphasized the 

importance of being educated so that she 

could support herself. She eventually earned four 

degrees in education and art from FIU and UM.

“I had my children, but I just kept on going 

to school,” she said. “Honestly, I never thought 

I would be creative enough to become an 

artist.”

Martínez notes how Cuban culture has 

transformed Miami since the early 1960s, 

when Brito came to the city along with 

thousands of other Cuban exiles.  Miami 

was much smaller, with fewer opportunities 

for artists than exist today. Early on, Brito 

gained attention as a member of “The Miami 

Generation,” several Cuban-American artists 

featured at the Cuban Museum of Arts and 

Culture in Miami. She was the only woman 

included. Brito’s breakthrough came in the 

1980s, Martinez writes, “in the context of 

multiculturalism and the growing recognition of 

women artists.”

Brito and some Cuban-American artists of 

her generation are inspired by Renaissance 

and Baroque painting, Martinez said. Perhaps 

this is because Catholic imagery in this art 

is so familiar to these artists. “They were 

raised Cuban Catholic in a time that was very 

intense,” he said. “But notice her relationship 

to Catholicism is complex. If 

you look at some of the mixed 

media that deal with Catholicism, 

Catholicism is seen as kind of 

oppressive and overpowering.” 

These complex themes are 

present in Brito’s installation at the 

Frost Art Museum. But don’t look 

to Brito for interpretations of her 

shrine-cum-laboratory. As viewers 

enter her single-room installation, she says, “I 

hope to leave them with more questions than 

answers, which is what I love to do with my 

work. I want to get people to think.”

Elisa Turner is a freelance art critic and writer in Coral 
Gables. For many years she wrote about the arts for The 
Miami Herald. She is the Miami correspondent for the 
magazine ARTnews and columnist for Art Circuits, a print 
and online guide to the visual arts in Miami. 

“I hope to leave them with more 
questions than answers, which is 
what I love to do with my work.”
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Interview by Deborah O’Neil
Photo by Angel Valentin
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I develop new materials and coatings for biomedical, aerospace and defense 

applications. My main lab is called the Plasma Forming Lab. Our plasma 
gun creates temperatures of 12,000 to 15,000 Kelvin, which 
is twice the temperature of the sun’s surface. Everything in my 

lab is done by students. They are the technicians, engineers and researchers. 

The students are maintaining things at an industrial level of operation. I have 

been working with a material called carbon nanotubes. They are 1,000 
times smaller than the thickness of a human hair. You can’t 

see them without an electron microscope. But these materials are very, 

very strong, 100 times stronger than steel. My vision has been to 
translate nanotechnology into a real-life application. There 

could be three or four different applications — orthopedic applications, like 

a new, much stronger bone for hip replacements or knee replacements or 

next-generation thermal protective aerospace space 
coatings. I also have a project with biology professor Lydia Kos, who 

works on skin cancer. She has a theory that cancerous cells and healthy 

cells have different hardness and stiffness, but it was a challenge for her to 

measure the hardness of cells. I don’t know anything about the physiology of 

those cells, but I know how to measure the hardness. We are measuring 
the hardness and stiffness of those cells hoping one day 
this will become a very nice diagnostic tool for skin cancer 
and other diseases. After the end of my bachelor’s program I realized 

I wanted to have a career in research. I didn’t want to have a boss. I wanted 

to do what I like. Research gives me that independence. I am my own 
boss. There cannot be a better job than this.

MY VISION

Be WorldsAhead

ARVIND AGARWAL 
Professor of Mechanical and Materials Engineering

2010 President’s Council Outstanding Faculty Award Recipient
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Donor Honor Roll 2009-2010  
Florida International University is grateful to those who support the university with their donations. This list includes individual 

donations of $100 or more and organizational donations of $1,000 or more received July 1, 2009 through, June 30, 2010. To learn 
about donor opportunities, please contact the FIU Office of Advancement at 305-348-6298. 

Dr. Herbert and Nicole Wertheim
As leading donors, Dr. Herbert Wertheim and his wife Nicole have been 
longtime partners with the university. Their $5 million donation is part of 
their historic $40 million naming gift to the Herbert Wertheim College of 
Medicine. Below, FIU President Mark Rosenberg (center), Dr. Wertheim 
(left of center), College of Medicine Dean Dr. John Rock (right of center) 
with the deans and incoming class of medical students at the 2010 
White Coat Ceremony.

Benjamín León Jr. Family
The Benjamín León Jr. Family’s $2 million contribution is part of 
their generous $20 million gift to the College of Medicine. The 
gift established the Benjamín León, Jr. Family Center for Geriatric 
Research and Education. The gift also established the Leon Medical 
Centers Eminent Scholars Chair in Geriatrics. Shown here are FIU 
Board of Trustees member Albert Maury, president and COO of Leon 
Medical Centers; FIU medical students Diana Morlote and Hanadys 
Ale; Benjamín León, Jr., chairman and CEO of León Medical Centers, 
Inc.; and Benjamin Leon III.
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$1,000,000 
R. Kirk Landon • n
J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott 

Foundation n

$999,999.99 - $500,000 
The Batchelor Foundation, Inc. n
Miami Children’s Hospital n

$499,999.99 - $250,000 
Jain Vishwa Bharti USA Inc. 

$249,999.99 - $100,000 
Baptist Health South Florida n
Carnival Corporation n
Four Leaf Japan Company, LTD n
Merrill Lynch & Company, Inc. n
The Tibet Fund 
The Wallace H. Coulter 

Foundation 
The Ware Foundation n
U.S. Century Bank n
United Way of Miami-Dade n

$99,999.99 - $50,000 
Steven Becker n
Richard R. Booth, Jr. n
Irma and Norman Braman 
Cruise Industry Charitable 

Foundation 
Dr. John T. Macdonald 

Foundation, Inc. n
Dunspaugh-Dalton 

Foundation, Inc. 
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund n
HSU Family Foundation, Inc. 
Jane’s Trust n
John S. and James L. Knight 

Foundation n
Motorola Foundation 
National Roofing Foundation 
Preferred Care Partners, Inc. n
Scripps Howard Foundation n
Carl F. Stocker n
Albert Tano, MD and  

Debra Tano n
Target n
The Statler Foundation n
Tinker Foundation, Inc. 
Wachovia n

$49,999.99 - $25,000 
David F. Alfonso ’96 • n
Arthur F. and Alice E. Adams 

Charitable Foundation 
AT&T n
Badia Spices, Inc. n
Bank of America n
Carol Cate 
Caterpillar Foundation n
Chevron Latin America 
Dade Community Foundation n
John H. Dasburg • 
Ernest E. Stempel Foundation 
Espirito Santo Bank n
Teresa A. and Alfred Estrada 
ExxonMobil Corporation n
Florida’s Blood Center’s, Inc. 
French American  

Charitable Trust 
Gannett Corporation n
Health Foundation of  

South Florida n
James B. Pirtle Construction 

Company, Inc. 
Lawrence A. Sanders 

Foundation, Inc. 

Lefton Family Foundation, Inc. n
MCCI Group Holdings, LLC n
Charlotte Melcher 
Mercantil Commercebank n
Perry Ellis International n
Rewards Network Inc. n
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC 
Steven Scott, MD n
Secure Wrap of Miami. Inc. 
Theodore Spak, Esq. and 

Rosalind W. Spak • n 
The Gertrude E. Skelly 

Charitable Foundation 
The Greater Miami Jewish 

Federation n
The Lettie Pate Whitehead 

Foundation, Inc. n
The Mohamed bin Zayed 

Species Conservation Fund 
The Shepard Broad 

Foundation, Inc. n
Titan America LLC 
Mitchell Wolfson, Jr. n

$24,999.99 - $10,000 
Nelson L. Adams, III and Effie 

R. Adams • n
Emilio F. Alvarez n
American Bankers Insurance 

Company of Florida n
Adrienne Arsht, Esq. 
Bacardi U.S.A., Inc. 
Banfi Vintners Foundation n
BankUnited n
Barnes & Noble College 

Booksellers, Inc. n
Beraja Medical Institute n
Biosensor USA 
Louis A. Blanchard ’79 and 

Hedy Blanchard >
Coastal Construction Group 

of South Florida, Inc. n
Consul General of Italy 
Xavier Cortada 
Abby P. Dresnick and Stephen 

J. Dresnick, M.D. 
Empire Investment Holdings 
Empire Office, Inc. 
Ernst & Young, LLP n
Finser Corporation n
FJP Hotel Group, Inc. n
Florida Board of Governors 

Foundation, Inc. n
FPL Group, Inc./NewEra Inc. n
Funding Arts Network, Inc. n
GLF Construction Corporation n
Gerald C. Grant, Jr. ’78, MBA 

’89 and Jennifer A. Grant • n
Grant Thornton LLP n
Lee F. Hager and Claire Hager n
Nadia Haj ’74, MS ’79 
Perla T. and Arnold Hantman 
Harry Kramer Memorial Fund n
Hilton Trading Corporation n
Hogan Lovells US LLP n
Michael J. Holden and 

Cathleen B. Holden n
Jeffrey L. Horstmyer, MD and 

Tillie Fox n
Jean S.& Frederic A. Sharf Fund 
Jerome A. Yavitz Charitable 

Foundation 
Jose Antonio Echeverria 

Foundation n
S. L. Kahn, III and Susan Kahn • n
Kaufman, Rossin & Co., P.A. n
KPMG LLP n
Loews Miami Beach Hotel n
Orlando Lopez-Fernandez, 

Jr., MD n

Ray E. Marchman, Jr. and 
Sylvia Marchman n

Albert R. Maury ’96, 
’02 and Silvia Maury • n

MCM-Munilla Family 
Foundation Inc. 

Sally-Ann Mellor n
Metric Engineering, Inc. n
Miami Florida Heart Research 

Institute n
Morrison, Brown, Argiz & 

Farra, LLP n
Moss & Associates, LLC n
Munilla Construction 

Management LLC n
National Action Council for 

Minorities in Engineering, Inc. n
Nielson & Company, Inc. n
Odebrecht Construction, Inc n
PBS & J n
Manuel Peñalver, MD 
Phycare Medical Group n
Justo L. Pozo, CPA ’80 and 

Sylvia E. Pozo ’82 • n
Preferred Medical Plan n
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP n
PsychCare LLC n
Regions Bank n
Richard F. Wolfson Family 

Foundation 
Robert David Lion Gardiner 

Foundation, Inc. n
Ryder System, Inc. n
Lisa N. and Adalio T.  

Sanchez n
SAP Carbon Impact 
The Estate of Maria Luz Scharf >  
Schlumberger-Doll Research 

Center 
Science Applications 

International Corporation 
Alfredo Sesana and Gloria 

Sesana n
Sheridan Healthcorp, Inc. n
Drs. Joe Leigh Simpson and 

Sandra Carson Simpson n
Skanska USA Building n
South Florida Medical 

Imaging, P.A. n
The Adam R. Rose Foundation 
The Cowles Charitable Trust n
The Curtis and Edith Munson 

Foundation 
The Danielson Foundation 
The Graham Foundation n
The Guerra Family 

Foundation, Inc. 
The New York Community Trust 
The South Florida Group 
Javier A. Torres and Yolanda 

R. Torres 
Turner Construction Company 

- Miami n
Ultimate Software 
United Data Technologies 
University Credit Union n
UPS Foundation n
Urbieta Oil, Inc. n
VITAS Healthcare Corp. n
Candido Viyella and  

Anabelle Viyella n
Walgreens Company n
William G. McGowan 

Charitable Fund, Inc. 
Wilhemena R. and James 

Carlton Williams, Sr. 
Louis Wolfson, III and Ellen D. 

Wolfson ’93 n
Juan A. Yanes ’90 and 

Mercedes Yanes 
Sonia Zala n

Ziggy’s Soccer, Inc. 

$9,999.99 - $5,000 
Judith S. and Michael M. Adler • n
Agnes Gund Foundation 
Akerman Senterfitt n
American Hotel & Lodging 

Educational Institute n
Ecetra N. Ames and Anthony 

M. Ames 
Gail R. Appelrouth ’77 and 

Stewart L. Appelrouth ’74, 
MBA ’80 • n

Frederica L. Applebaum and 
Ray C. Applebaum 

Aramark, Inc. n
Association of Haitian 

Physicians Abroad, South 
Florida n

Association of Latino 
Professionals in Finance 
and Accounting 

Roger A. Baumann and Leslie 
Baumann, MD n

Mehmet Bayraktar n
Bessemer Trust 
Chitra Bhandari and Narendra 

Bhandari 
BlueCross BlueShield of 

Florida, Inc. n
Richard Brilliant ’93 and 

Nicole Brilliant • n
Ruben Balter and Darcie J. Burk 
CareCloud 
Caribbean Hotel & Tourism 

Association n
Carlton Fields, P.A. n
Joseph L. Caruncho,  

Sr. Esq. ’81 • n
Carlos M. Castellon, CPA ’82 n
Carlos B. Castillo, Esq. ’88 

and Susana Sowinski ’99 • n
Harvey R. Chaplin and 

Roberta C. Chaplin 
Joel and Rita Cohen n
Coral Gables Community 

Foundation 
Coreplus, LLC 
Thomas M. Cornish ’85 and 

Patricia A. Castellanos-
Cornish • n

Costa Foundation, Inc. n
David M. Schwarz 

Architectural  
Services, Inc. n

DBA Backbone Press 
Rosa and Carlos M. de la 

Cruz, Sr. n
Deborah L. Natansohn 

Foundation n
Deloitte LLP n
Dosal Tobacco Corporation 
Brett J. Dunne ’89 n
Egon Zehnder International, Inc. n
Emergency Room Medical 

Associates 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car 

Foundation 
Enterprise Risk  

Management, Inc. 
ER Stat, Inc. n
Esslinger Wooten  

Maxwell, Inc. 
FedEx Express 
First Florida Home Care 

Services, Inc. 
Florida Career Centers n
Florida Crystals Corporation 
Ralph Garcia-Toledo and 

Vicky Garcia-Toledo 

GEICO Corporation n
GEMMA 
Margarita and Edward W. 

Glab, Jr. 
Veronica C. Goeseke and 

Nickel Goeseke • n
Gold Coast Beverage 

Distributors, Inc. n
Frank Gonzalez, CPA ’90 • n
Jorge J. Gonzalez ’88 and 

Melinda G. Brown-
Gonzalez • 

Michael Grimes 
Ana C. Harris, Esq. and Jessie 

E. Harris n
Health Council of South 

Florida, Inc. n
Anita G. Herrick n
Hispanic Hotel Owners 

Association 
Humana, Inc. n
IBM International Foundation 
Jackson Lewis LLP n
Kaplan, Inc. 
Michelle Kaufman and David 

Barry n
Kendall Regional Medical Center 
George R. Kravis n
Robert Laduke 
Lady Suzanna P. & Carleton 

Tweed Charitable 
Foundation. Inc. n

Virginia Lawson 
Lionstone Development LLC 
Louis Leibowitz Charitable Trust 
Lumina Foundation for 

Education, Inc. 
Luminaire, Inc.  

(Coral Gables) n
Lutron Foundation n
Macy’s, Inc. n
Mark C. Mamolen 
Finlay B. Matheson and Joan 

Matheson n
Marie V. McDemmond • 
Amanda Melnick 
Memorial Healthcare System 
Mercantile Bank, Coral Gables 

Branch 
Regina and Thomas A. Mestre 
Miami Beach Anesthesiology 

Associates, Inc. 
Miami-Dade County Fair & 

Exposition n
Sharon Miller 
Momentum Consulting 

Corporation 
Eileen Tilghman Moss, Esq. ’82 

and Edward A. Moss, Esq. n
Marcel L. Navarro ’93 and 

Susana M. Navarro ’94 • n
Newport Property 

Construction n
NMA/James Wilson Bridges, 

M.D. Medical Society 
Scott F. Norberg, JD n
Northern Trust, N.A. n
Ocariz, Gitlin & Zomerfeld, LLP n
Ocean Bank n
Palmetto Truck Center 
Luis E. Perez ’78  

and Lourdes Perez • n
Jose M. Perez de Corcho ’93 

and Monica M. Perez de 
Corcho ’00, MS ’03 • n

Claudia Puig and Richard 
Amundsen 

Rachlin Foundation 
Right Way Plumbing 

Company n
President Mark B. Rosenberg 

and Rosalie M.  
Rosenberg • n

Royal Caribbean Cruises, Ltd. n
Natan Saban 
Dorys R. Saxlehner ’98 and 

Andrew Saxlehner, CPA • 
Philip D. Scaturro n
Virgene Schreckengost and 

Viktor Schreckengost 
David M. Schull, Esq. 
Frederic A. Sharf and  

Jean Sharf n
Ronald A. Shuffield and Anita 

Shuffield • n
Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity 
Enrico C. Sobong 
Solomon Family Foundation, 

Inc. n
Solution Infusion, LLC 
South Miami Hospital 
Southern Gear & Machine, 

Inc. n
State Farm Mutual Automobile 

Insurance Company 
Sunshine Gasoline 

Distributors, Inc. 
SunTrust Bank n
Superior Electrical 

Contractors, Inc. 
The Arnold P. Gold Foundation 
The Biltmore Hotel 
The Community Foundation in 

Jacksonville n
The Florida Bar n
The Hagen Family Foundation 
The Hewlett-Packard 

Company 
The Miami Heat 
The Orange Bowl  

Committee, Inc. n
The Robert P. and Arlene R. 

Kogod Family Foundation n
United Home Care Services 
Universidad Diego Portales 
W M Symposia, Inc. 
Wal-Mart 
Gary L. Wasserman 
Wolfgang Roth & Partners 

Fine Art LLC 
David W. Wolkowsky n
XSC Xtreme Sports City, LLC 
Mary L. Zamora ’98 and John 

Zamora ’94 ’96 
Isaac Zelcer and  

Leya Zelcer • n 

 $4,999.99 - $2,500 
AAR Landing Gear Services 
Abadin Cook 
ACR Electronics, Inc. 
Agua Dulce Investments LLC 
Richard L. Alfonso, Sr. ’90 and 

Mayra E. Alfonso ’86 n
Alex Alvarez, Esq. and 

Maribety T. Alvarez ’97 n
Astigarraga Davis, P.A. n
Baker Concrete Construction 
Banco Popular North America 
Baring Industries Incorporated 
Barsky Greenstein Foundation Inc. 
Beckman Coulter, Inc. n
David Benson n
Berger Singerman, P.A. n
Robert and Francyn Berrin n
Carlos Betancourt 
Bilzin Sumberg Baena Price & 

Axelrod, LLP n
BIOMET 3i 
Bioteknica, Inc. 
Sabine and Stephen H. Bittel 

Donor Honor Roll 2009-2010
• alumni association members  n loyal givers  >deceased
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Nancy M. Borkowski and 
Michael A. Borkowski n

Diana and Alberto R. Cardenas 
Vilma C. Castro-Torrealba, 

Ph.D.’82 and Pablo 
Torrealba 

Cheryl Maeder Photography, Inc. 
Citizens Interested in Arts, Inc. 
Philip H. and Susan R. Cohen 
Tatiana Columbus 
Condotte America, Inc. n
Donald M. Connor ’78 and 

Olga A. Connor • n
ConsulTech a CSA Group 

Company 
Vera Cooper 
Corzo Castella Carballo 

Thompson Salman, P.A. n
Simon Cruz 
Cuban American CPA 

Association n
Cuesta Construction n
Jose Daes n
Carol E. Damian, Ph.D.and 

Vincent E. Damian, Jr. n
Alfredo T. De Cardenas ’87 

and Nancy De Cardenas 
Christopher and Vanessa M. 

Drumgoole 
Martin Elortegui and Flavia 

Lowenstein 
Esserman International n
Fidelity Foundation n
Alvaro R. Florez ’88 
Gamba & Lombana, P.A. 
GFA International n
Goldman Sachs & Co. 
Goldstein Schechter Koch n
Ines L. Gomez and Adelio 

Gomez 
Ricardo Gonzalez ’95 n
Gonzalo R. Dorta, P.A. n
Lori Grant n
Jeffrey A. Groom n
Alan Grosse 
Christopher A. Haridopolos 
Deborah M. Hinson and  

Albert T. Hinson 
Kyle Hoover 
Hugoton Foundation 
International Women’s Forum 
Deborah Jacobson ’90 
Jewish Communal Fund n
Kane Family Foundation n
Kaplan Family Foundation, Inc. 
Daniel B. Katz ’74 and  

Elaine Katz • n
James C. Kaufman, CPA ’92 n
Kozyak, Tropin & 

Throckmorton, P.A. 
Michael N. Kreitzer, PA 
KVC Construction Company 
Timothy P. LaMacchia ’85 and 

Debra L. LaMacchia ’94 n
Frederick Lancet, MD 
Isabel and Marvin Leibowitz n
Leiby, Taylor, Stearns, 

Linkhorst, & Roberts, P.A. 
L’il Abner Foundation 
Link Construction Group, Inc. n
Marc Lipsitz 
Litowitz Foundation, Inc. n
Lockheed Martin Corporation 
Lotspeich Company, Inc. 
Rafael Madan and  

Denise Madan 
Roger Madan and  

Natalia Madan 
Modesto A. Maidique, Ph.D. and 

Nancy E. Maidique ’03 • n
Jose Manuel Martinez n

Meeting Professionals 
International 

Kevin J. Miller 
Morgan Keegan and 

Company, Inc. n
MZM Productions, Inc. 
Nokia Inc. 
Oracle Corporation 
Marian E. Davis Parker and 

David R. Parker • n
Betty L. Perry ’74 • n
PG & E Corporation n
Phelps Dodge International 

Corporation n
Jim Piersol 
Post, Buckley, Schuh & 

Jernigan, Inc. n
Laura Probst • n
Prudential Financial, Inc. 
Jean M. Rahier 
Rancho Internal Medicine Grp 
Susan B. Richard and  

Dennis A. Richard n
Jim Rowland 
RSM McGladrey, Inc. 
Carmen Sabater and  

Carlos A. Sabater, ’81 
Federico Sanchez and 

Adriana L. Sanchez n
Sloan Schaffer 
Sea View Hotel INC 
Stuart Smith 
Bernardo Spielman 
Spine3D n
Steel Fabricators, LLC 
Oscar J. Suarez, Jr. and 

Leonor M. Suarez n
Temple Emanu-El n
The Algebra Project, Inc. 
The Deering Estate Foundation 
The Dr. M. Lee Pearce 

Foundation, Inc. n
The Guild Art USA, Inc. 
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. 
The Heyday Foundation n
The Mathew Forbes Romer 

Foundation 
Hector Tundidor, Jr. ’92 and 

Lourdes M. Tundidor ’94 • n
University of Miami n
Louis Vera 
VESTEC International Corp. 
Stephen Von Oehsen n
Milton J. Wallace, Esq. and 

Patricia Wallace 
Jeri L. Waxenberg Wolfson n
William J. & Tina Rosenberg 

Foundation 
Natara O. Williams 
Lynn R. Wolfson 
Zickler Family Foundation 
Zyscovich Architects n

$2,499.99 - $1,000 
604 Building LLC 
A.M. Rywlin M.D. & 

Associates P.A. 
Sergio Abreu, Jr. ’94, MBA ’98 

and Maricarmen T. Abreu 
’94, ED.S. ’01 • n

Ace Drug, Inc. 
Gonzalo A. Acevedo ’10 • n
Stephanie Ackerman 
Robert Adams 
ADF Consulting LLC 
AECom Technology 

Corporation 
Louisa K. Agredti ’96 n
Eduardo A. Aguero ’93,  

MBA ’10 • n

Christian C. Aitken ’97 and 
Maria Elena G. Aitken • 

Alan W. Smith, Inc. n
Alberto Culver 
Alexander MacIntyre 

Charitable Trust n
Alma Jennings Foundation, Inc. 
Maria Alonso 
Altasol, LLC 
Judy Altman ’77 and  

Steve Altman, Ph.D.• 
Guy Alvarez 
Francisco Alvarez-Gil 
Helena C. Alzetta 
Jeremy Anda 
Joe Andary 
Rocco M. Angelo • n
Xavier P. Anton, MD and  

Inma Roca n
Appelrouth, Farah & 

Company, P.A. n
Alberto Arazoza and  

Ana T. Arazoza ’94 
Jorge L. Armenteros ’94 
AstraZeneca Latin America, Inc. 
Attorneys’ Title Insurance 

Fund, Inc. n
AXA Foundation n
AXIS Americas LLC 
Ruby M. Bacardi 
Javier Bacerio ’88 • n
Jeffrey S. Bailey, Esq. • 
Stephanie Balaz 
Barbara and Donald Tober 

Foundation 
E. Pace Barnes  

and Thomas Harris n
Patricio Barriga 
BDO n
Manuel J. Becerra, CPA ’87 and 

Ana C. Becerra, Esq. ’87 • n
Beecher Jackson Inc. 
Lance A. Benson ’03 and  

Yuli Benson 
Sheila Benson 
Bercow Radell & Fernandez, P.A. n
Bisk Education, Inc. 
Kathleen K. Blais, EdD ’74 • n
Erbira Blanco-True ’10 • 
BlueShore Investments & 

Management, LLC 
Bogert & Rembold, P.L. 
Bill Borkan and  

Vivienne Borkan n
Alec Brecker 
Yulien Brenlla ’00 
Margaret A. Brisbane ’80 • n
Dorothy Brooten 
Burger King Corporation 
Richard J. Burton and  

Truly Burton 
F. Otto Busot and  

Adi G. Busot 
Digno E. Caballero ’88 and 

Adriana Caballero n
John M. Cal and Helen Cal n
Carbonell Awards INC 
Salena Carroll 
CBS Television Stations 
Gertrude C. and  

Paul L. Cejas, Sr. 
Alfredo N. Cepero ’88, MAcc ’90 

and Marlene M. Cepero • n
Raj Changlani 
Larry Chaplin and Beverly 

Chaplin 
Marisa Cisneros-Rizzon 
Cesar A. Clavero and  

Tamara Clavero 
Christine Connolly 
Robert F. Conrad, Esq. • n

Helen Z. Cornely, EdD ’03 • 
Peter L. Corsell 
Amy Counts 
Valerie Crawford • n
Vicki Crown 
Raul A. Cuervo and  

Mary L. Cuervo n
John Cuomo n
Lisa Stolzenberg, Ph.D.and 

Stewart D’Alessio, Ph.D.n
Richard A. Danze ’03 and 

Valerie M. Danze • n
Kristina Davis-Gregg n
Ernesto de la Fe and  

Ana Maria de la Fe 
Rocio de Ojeda ’06 • 
Allen De Olazarra 
Eduardo G. and  

Margarita Del Valle 
Delimex de Mexico S.A. de C.V. 
Shirley Denis-Escoffier 
DHL Worldwide Express, Inc. n
Benjamin Diaz, III n
Faquiry Diaz 
Berta C. Diaz-Albet, MD n
Michele Oka Doner and 

Frederick N. Doner n
Doner Studio, LLC 
Fred and Lora J. Drasner 
Krista Drew n
Robin Drezner 
Carol E. Drozdowicz Gow ’74 

and David F. Gow • n
Drs. Aronson Traina & Ibars 

Neurological Surgery LLC n
Pierre G. Dumaine 
Eric S. Dwyer n
Jeanne Ebersole 
Edwards Angell Palmer & 

Dodge, LLP 
Jay Eichel 
Elitehealthmd, LLC 
Elsevier Inc. 
Encuesta, Inc. 
Juan Carlos Espinosa n
Lynda Esserman 
Seymour Feldstein 
Kevin Fennessey 
Ferragamo Latin America, Inc. 
Alessandro Ferretti and  

Paola Ferreti 
Ross Ferrier n
Richard Finale ’90 and  

Lisette Finale • n
Jennifer Fleites 
Florida Marlins Community 

Foundation, Inc. n
Footlighters Club n
Curtis Forsythe 
Fowler Rodriguez Valdes-Fauli 
Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen 

& Loewy, LLP 
Omira Frank 
Dalis Freixa 
G & G Enterprises, Inc. 
J. Brian Gadinsky and  

Julie M. Gadinsky n
Antonio Gebauer and Aurelia 

Reinhardt n
Geopost Americas, Inc. 
Randall Gilbert 
Joe Giovanni 
Antonio M. Giro, CPA ’93, 

MAcc ’95 and Maria Elena 
Giro ’99, ’03 n

Raj Gohill 
Anthony R. Goldman and 

Janet Goldman 
Litto Gomez 
Eddy Gonzalez, Jr. ’88 • 
Jack F. Gonzalez ’97 and 

Patricia Gonzalez • n
Jorge Gonzalez and  

Cyndi Gonzalez n
Juan E. Gonzalez and  

Lizbel Almeda 
Ann H. Goodrich • 
Josephine M. Gordon ’86 
Sandra A. Gracia Jones,  

Ph.D.’81 • n
Jeanette Grasselli Brown 
Greater Miami Chamber  

of Commerce n
Malka Green and  

Abraham Green n
Greenberg Traurig, LLP n
Divina Grossman, Ph.D.and 

Joel Grossman, Ph.D.• n
Martin Hamburger, Ph.D. > 
Shahid Hamid and  

Fauzia Hamid 
John Harker 
Angela Harmon n
Larry J. Harris ’81 and Molly 

W. Harris n
Joseph Herman, 177985 n
Arthur W. Herriott, Ph.D.and 

Paula R. Herriott ’89 
Sheila Heustess n
Lynn Higgins n
Rod Hildebrant n
David S. Hitt n
Elisa Hoadley 
Deborah E. Hoffman, Esq. ’77 and 

Lawrence J. Hoffman, Esq. 
Martha Hoover n
Mindy Horvitz n
Houck Anderson, P.A. 
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP n
Stephen Hutcherson 
IBR Consultants, Inc. n
ICSC Foundation 
Kathleen Ilch 
Inktel Direct Corporation 
Intelsat 
International Gold & Silver 

Plate Society n
International Wine and  

Food Society, Inc. n
Estefano Isaias n
J. David Pena and Associates 
Thomas B. Jelke, Ph.D.’90 

and Rebecca Aparicio 
’96 • n

Jewish Museum of Florida 
Carine Joannou 
Johnson & Johnson 
Kairos Medical Consultant, Inc. 
Marjorie Kean 
Florence Keane, DNS ’97 ’99 
Christy Keener 
Erich Kesse 
Kinetic Kids, Inc. 
Sandra J. Kreul, ARNP ’93, 

MS ’96 • n
Michael Lall 
Paulette Lampson n
Isaac Lapciuc and Sandra 

Lapciuc 
Tania and Israel Lapciuc 
Law Office of Kenneth R. Duboff 
Stan Lawhon 
Charlotte B. Leatherman 
Jerry Lee 
Kenneth Lee ’92 
Judith G. and  

Donald E. Lefton n
German Leiva and Maria 

Camila Leiva 
Les Dames D’Escoffier Miami 
Daniella Levine-Cava, Esq. 

and Robert C. Cava n

Morris D. Levitt and  
Rhoda Levitt n

Alan Lieberman n
William E. Little and  

Helen Y. C. Little 
Antonio M. Lopez ’05 • n
Mercedes L. and  

Jorge Luis Lopez n
Miriam Lopez and  

Peter Lopez • n
Valentin Lopez ’85 • n
Lopez & Partners, LLC 
Tamara Lowe 
John Lowell 
Anthony J. Lowings n
John C. Makemson, Ph.D.and 

Kitchka Petrova n
Mallah, Furman & Company, P.A. 
David Maltby 
Ted Mandes and  

Cindy Mandes 
Maria Marchetti 
MarcumRachlin n
Martin Z. Margulies and 

Constance Collins 
Lee Marks 
Javier I. Marques ’92, MS ’96 

and Lian M. Juncosa-
Marques • n

Richard S. Massey 
Kai Mathey 
James C. Matthews ’92 
Raymond Matthews n
Andra McConnell n
Janice E. Mcintosh ’03 and 

Peter S. Mcintosh 
Jim McKinley n
Pete McLaughlin 
Medtronic, Inc. n
Luis E. Mendez, MD and 

Nahzaya Mendez n
William Meyersohn 
Justine Miner 
Matthew C. Mirow, JD and 

Angela B. Mirow • n
Tom Mohan n
Rudolph Moise 
Michelle Mongelli 
Anthony Mongiovi 
Carlos J. Montecalvo ’10 • n
Manuel A. Morin ’95 and 

Marie C. Gallo ’94 • n
John C. Munoz 
Mike Mustillo n
Lisa D. Napier ’87 • 
David Nesslein 
Nurses Charitable Trust of 

District Five n
Nursing Consortium of  

South Florida 
Oceania Cruises, Inc. n
Ramiro A. Ortiz and  

Alicia Ortiz • 
Aimee and  

Stephen L. Owens n
Jonathan D. Pamphilj 
Martin S. Parker and  

Gary Mercer 
James Paulus 
Clive Pearson 
Sandra Perez and  

Armando R. Perez 
Perez-Abreu, Aguerrebere, 

Sueiro, Torres P.L 
Claire B. Perry n
Peter Rogen and Associates, Inc. 
Joyce S. Peterson, Ph.D.and 

Brian Peterson, Ph.D.• n
Jorge Picos n
Arun J. Prakash n
Nicole Prefontaine 
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Premium Imports, Inc. 
Jennifer Press 
Carol Pyles 
Monica Rabassa and  

Gustavo Leon n
Cristina L. Raposo ’97 n
Anna K. Rentz 
Janice and Mark Revitz n
Joseph A. Reyes and  

Blanche P. Reyes n
James Richards 
Richemont Latin America & 

Carribean, LLC n
Gerald Rivero n
Robert M. Levy & Associates, Inc. n
Veronica Robinson 
Amado Rodriguez 
Rodriguez Piña & Assoc., Corp. n
Shelly Roitman 
Annabelle C. Rojas ’87 ’98 

and Noel A. Rojas • n
Sergio Rok 
Gloria H. Romero Roses ’92 

and Thomas Roses n
Suzanna M. Rose, Ph.D.n
Arthur Rosen 
Fred Rosenberg and  

Cynthia Rosenberg 
Rostov & Associates, LLC 
John Rothchild 
Ruden McClosky Smith 

Schuster & Russell, P.A. n
Eduardo Ruiz n
Michael Ryan n
Sacher, Zelman, Hartman, 

Paul, Beiley, & Rolnick, P.A. 
Leon J. Sacks 
Jorge J. Salazar-Carillo, Ph.D.
Jorge I. Salgueiro ’88 and 

Maybel Salgueiro 
Russell J. Salvatore ’07 n
Yuda Saydun 
Lyn Scalzitti 
Juan Scheele 
Gabriella Schmidt 
Fran B. Schneider 
Lee B. Schrager n
Laura Schriver 
Daniel Schwartz 
John Scolaro 
Michael Serini 
Dana R. Sherman ’99 and 

Alan Sherman 
Maureen Shey 
Kim Shilling 
Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P. n
Antonio M. Sierra and  

Maria Sierra n
Jacqueline Simkin n
Ratan Singh 
Skyline Steel, Inc 
Victoria Smith 
Marsha S. Soffer and  

Jon Rappaport 
SOMOSTV LLC 
Jose A. Sotolongo ’83 and 

Selma R. Sotolongo ’89 • n
South Florida Chapter of 

Construction Financial 
Manag Assoc. n

South Florida Healthcare 
Executive Forum, Inc. n

South Florida Palm Society, Inc. 
South Florida Workforce 
Brent A. Spechler ’78 and 

Gisele Spechler • n
Jason Spillerman n
Sprinklermatic Automatic Fire 

Sprinklers, Inc. 
John F. Stack, Jr. , Ph.D. 

and Pamela Stack • 

Marc Staeding 
Stamps Family Charitable 

Foundation, Inc. 
Stobs Brothers Construction 

Company n
Strategies & Business 

Development, Corp. 
Leonard P. Strickman, JD and 

Danielle D. Strickman n
Anonymous n
Lourdes Suarez 
Elizabeth King Suero and 

Alejandro Suero n
Gene Sullivan n
SunBeam Latin America, LLC 
Susan Grant Lewin 

Associates, Inc 
Swire Properties, Inc. n
T.I.Y.M Publishing Company, Inc 
Dale E. Taylor n
TECO Energy, Inc. n
Andre L. Teixeira ’92 and 

Michaela M. Teixeira • n
Teknion, Inc. 
Terremark Worldwide, Inc. 
The American Institute of 

Wine & Food 
The Blue Foundation for a 

Healthy Florida 
The Charles Wei-Hsun Fu 

Foundation n
The Foundation for Remote 

Jewish Communities, Inc. n
The Haggard Law Firm, P.A. 
The International Wine and 

Food Society-Miami 
Branch, Inc. 

The Knoll Group 
The Pfeffer Group, LLC 
Ernest R. Thomas ’97 
Robert Thomas n
Ronald Thompkins, CPA and 

Andrea Thompkin 
Mia Thornton 
Tourism Cares n
Brenda Tozzi 
Trainor Glass Company 
Truist Altruism Connected 
Alison Tryon n
Anne Tynion-Deli 
U.S. Trust 
Stephen Urice 
Roberto Valcarce ’89 • n
Tina M. Vidal-Smith ’02, MIB ’04 • 
Vila & Son Landscaping 

Corporation n
Robert Vilaseca 
Wal-Mark Contracting Group, LLC 
Waste Services, Inc. 
David J. Watkins ’78 and 

Patricia A. Watkins 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges 

Foundation, Inc. 
Jeffrey Welt n
Westminster Barrington 

Foundation n
White & Case, LLP 
John Williams n
Teresa Wise 
Dennis S. Wiseman ’91 and 

Christine Wiseman • 
Women in International Trade, Inc. 
Women’s Studies Student 

Association 
Theresa Wright 
Maria M. Yip, CPA ’91 • 
Joanne Youngblut. Ph.D. 

and William Youngblut 
Youth Service America 
Mildred D. C. Zayas-Nieves ’10 • n
Sanford L. Ziff • 

and Dolores Ziff • >

$999.99  - $500
Anthony Abbatiello 
Susan Abolafia 
Nassima Aizel and Malek 

Adjouadi, Ph.D. 
Sylvia and Edward Agostini 
Anthony Alacca n
Layla Alfano 
Beverlin M. Allen ’91 
Mario A. Almeida, MD and 

Cira Almeida 
Lorie Almon 
Laura Amendola 
Beatriz C. Anazco, CPA ’91 

and Zach Anazco • 
Phillip Appleton 
Marylin B. Arison 
Lisa Armbrister 
Taime Armenteros-Roque ’93 
Ingrid Arnold 
Richard J. Arthur, CPA ’91 • n
Robert Arthur n
Thomas Avazian and Maggie 

Avazian 
Ryan Bailine 
Katubiya B. Bakatubia 
Jo Anne C. Bander ’80 and 

Michael A. Bander, Esq. • n
Debra Beard 
Laura Becraft 
Elizabeth M. Bejar ’98, Ph.D. 

and Andre N. Chammas, CPA • 
Glenda A. Belote 
Dulcinea Benson 
David Berger 
David F. Bergwall n
Yolanda Berkowitz and Jeffrey 

L. Berkowitz n
Joseph Bilotta 
Mary Jane Biossat n
Elise M. Bloch ’04 
Stephen Bloch 
Stuart L. Blumberg n
Judith Blumenthal, ’97 and 

David M. Blumenthal • n
John Boland 
Loiuse Bolduc n
Teresita A. Bollar ’05 
Christopher Bonacci 
Steven Bonavita 
William M. Bower and 

Margaret Bower 
Kathryn Boyce n
Zeljka Bozanic, Esq. ’02 n
Jonathan and Criselda Breene 
Elizabeth M. Brister and Bill 

M. Brister 
Carol Britton-Grant 
Aaron Brown n
Charles Brown n
Ed Bryant 
Harold Burg 
Larry Calvano 
Lisa Cantillo 
Suen Capo 
Vincent F. Carosella and Joan 

Carosella n
Victoria Castellanos , Ph.D.
Peter Catallo n
Jeff Caulfield 
Charapp Charapp 
Etzer Chicoye and Dolores B. 

Chicoye 
Gregory Church 
Jeffrey Cianci n
Michele W. Ciccazzo, Ph.D. 

and Vincent D. Ciccazzo • n
Michael Clawson 

Steven Clein n
Robert L. Cockrell ’75 and 

Jean R. Cockrell • n
Gayla Cocullo n
Jeff Cohen 
Tj Cohen 
Robert Coleman 
Doreen K. Coombs ’90 
Eugene M. Cooper ’05 • 
Tara Cooper 
Marva Coverley 
Deborah and Rick Covert 
Joan Cuesta-Gomez ’03 
Timothy R. Cummings ’97 • 
Helena Dabrowski n
Melanie Damian 
James Dawson 
Marta A. de la Torre, Ph.D.and 

Jose R. De La Torre, Ph.D.n
Gilberto DeArmas n
Rafael Decal 
Thomas Deer 
Alejandro Del Valle 
Steve Delonga 
Gail Delvecchio n
Raul Demolina 
Daniel Denis n
Steven Deprima 
Amy Devore n
Valerie Diaz ’03 
Patricia Diaz-Beselin 
Michael A. DiBiase ’94 ’95 and 

Christa DiBiase n
Manuel Dieguez ’75 
CarrieAnn Diorio 
Marny Dixon 
Philip E. Dlugasch ’98 and 

Lucie Dlugasch n
Kevin Dolan 
Peter Dolan 
Maureen A. Donnelly, Ph.D.n
Eleanor Leonard and  

Frazer L. Dougherty 
Rodman L. Drake and 

Jacqueline Weld Drake n
Andres M. Duany and 

Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk n
Ramon V. Duenas ’86 and 

Patricia Duenas • 
Sylvia Dunlop n
Frederick Egan 
Charles Eidschun n
Brian Elias n
Stephanie E. Elliott ’05 
Steve Ells 
Kevin Endicott 
Linda Erb 
Rafael A. Espinosa, CPA ’89 • 
Ricardo A. Estrada and 

Jeannette V. Edwards 
George Evans, Esq. 
Ariana Fajardo, Esq. ’93 • n
Nick Falcone n
Brian J. Faleiro ’93 n
Greg Faulkner 
Eric Feldman 
Leslie Feltinton n
Amaryllis Feria and  

Guillermo Feria n
Mark Ferrari 
Thomas Ferraro n
Elizabeth Ferrer 
Emilio Ferro 
Rogelio B. Figueroa ’84 and 

Aracely M. Figueroa ’95 • n
Douglas P. Fisher ’84 and  

Liz Hollyer 
Marcus M. Flanagan ’90 • n
Kira Flanzraich and Neil W. 

Flanzraich 
John R. Ford 

Mary E. Frank, Ph.D.and 
Howard S. Frank 

Anonymous • n
Thomas Gambino 
Lisardo Garcia 
Olga Garcia 
Jacinto J. Garrido ’86 
Cindy Garro n
Yolanda Gasalla 
Charles Gass 
Gregory Gauci 
Ralph L. Gazitua and  

Cookie Gazitua n
Sean P. Gazitua ’04 and  

Emely Gazitua • n
Phillip T. George, MD and 

Judith George 
Susan George 
Karen Gilmartin 
Cristina Giulianti 
Lori Glass 
David Goldstein 
Daniel Gonzalez 
Deisy Gonzalez 
Jorge Gonzalez 
Manuel E. Gonzalez 
Maria Good 
Andrew Goodwin 
Paul Griffo n
Herbert S. Gruber n
Christine E. Gudorf, Ph.D.and 

Francis V. Gudorf n
Larry Guerra 
Kenneth Gulok 
Michael Gunzer 
Steve Hagen and  

Judy Hagen n
Lee Hager 
Sandra Haiken n
Daniel Haime n
Thomas Hale 
Cassondra Hall 
Ira Hall 
John Hall 
Joseph Hall 
Cheryl Hamilton 
Ruth Hamilton and  

Glenn E. Hamilton • n
Chip Hamner 
Harold E. Hartmann ’97 n
Barbara Havenick n
Hugh A. Havlik 
Ilien M. Hechtman and Keith 

S. Hechtman, MD 
Lynne Hennessey 
Bridget Henry 
Jenifer Henry 
Maite Hernandez 
Michael A. Hernandez ’04 and 

Christine M. Cento ’05 • n
Annette M. Herrera ’92 • 
Dwain W. Higginbotham n
David Hill 
Donald Hinkle 
Marissa Hollander 
Morris I. Hollander, CPA and 

Irene Hollander • n
Austin Hollo 
Mark Holowesko 
Kisha Holt n
Jonathan Holtz 
Eduardo V. Hondal ’88, MS 

’00 and Francis A. Hondal 
’87, MBA ’94 • 

Chadwick D. Hornik ’97 and 
Kathleen Hornik • n

Ron Horowitz 
Tracey Howard n
Diego H. Hurtado 
Bidi Husain 
Shawn Husain 

Araizu S. Janati, Esq. ’05 n
Kenneth A. Jessell, Ph.D.• 
Amy Jester 
Charles Johnson 
Jeffrey Jones 
Rosa L. Jones, DSW • n
Sejal Kadam 
Edward Kantor n
Stephen Katz 
Steven Kelly 
Pamela C. Kidwell n
Janine King 
Jay Klein 
Jeffrey C. Kofman n
Suzanne L. Kosnitzky and 

Michael Kosnitzky, Esq. 
Benjamin E. Kraljev, Jr. 
Rudy J. Kranys 
Timothy Krohn 
Jason Kubiak 
George Kyres n
Bruce Lackey 
Kevin Lahn n
Denise L. Lambert, Esq. n
Peter O. Langer ’76 and 

Sharon F. Langer n
Jody Lehman and  

Philip D. Parrish 
Maria T. Leik ’93 
Pam Liebman 
Lucia W. Lindley and  

Daniel A. Lindley n
Ray Lombard n
Diana Lowenstein and  

Alfredo Lowenstein 
Ann Lucas 
Fabio Machado n
Miriam Machado ’07 n
Peter A. Machonis, Ph.D.n
Marisa Magee 
Michael P. Maher ’97 • n
Christine R. Marambio, CRNA ’98 • 
Stacey Marble 
Vito Marcello n
Vicki Marcinkevich 
John Marian 
Steve Marin n
Cynthia Martin n
Guimel Martinez ’94 • n
Osmundo O. Martinez and 

Matha M. Irabien 
Victor Martinez ’92 ’04 and 

Ofelia Rotella 
Michelle D. Mason n
Robert H. and Arva M. 

McCabe n
Margaret Mccaffery n
Michael McCormack n
Edward McDonough 
Dawn Mcgee 
Herbert Patrick McLaughlin 
Kevin Meany 
Ryan Meany 
Stefanie Mederos 
Mabel H. and  

Eston E. Melton, III 
Noel Mendez n
Alex Mendoza n
Claudia Menser 
Jack Merkin n
Susan Merz 
Montserrat Mesalles 
Juan Gabriel Miguel, Esq. ’04 n
Amos Miller 
Cindy Miller 
Debby and Kenneth Miller n
Steven V. Moll ’76 ’77 and 

Doreen T. Moll ’78 • n
Angela Moore 
Jeff Moore 
Shenika Moraldo 
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Andreina Morales 
Anthony R. Morgenthau n
Diana Morrow 
Debbie Mucarsel-Powell and 

Robert Powell, Jr. 
Lauren Mueller n
Fernando Munilla • 
Paul Munter and Lynn Munter 
Mario Murgado and  

Bibiana Murgado n
Alison Nakash 
Wallace H. Neumann ’76 and 

Barbara Neumann 
Mai K. Nguyen ’08 
Anabela Niedda ’00 • 
Sylvia Noonan n
Hortensia Nunez, Ph.D.
Natalie Nussbaum n
Jules Oaklander n
Michael Oates 
Enyinna E. Ogbonna 
Elizabeth Olafson 
Kat Olender 
Anonymous 
Teresa Pacin ’76 and  

Peter Lapham n
Robert Paquette 
Yvonne D. Parchment, EdD 

’02 and Neville  
Parchment • 

Everett Parker 
Wendy Pashman 
William Pasqua n
Matt Pauker 
Christine Pavlo 
Karen Pelino 
Johany Peralta 
Alejandro R. Perdomo ’87, 

MBA ’91 • n
Richard Perez ’84 • n
Fred Peterson n
Mary L. Pfeiffer ’96 • n
Cecile Pham 
Suzanne Phillips, EdD ’92 
Claudio I. Pico ’05 • n
Rosemarie Pilla 
Gerald Pinnas, MD and  

Susan Pinnas 
Catherine Policella 
Sharon Pontious, Ph.D. • 
Henry H. Raattama, Jr. and 

Linda C. Raattama 
Nicol C. Rae, Ph.D.n
Nicholas Raftis 
Jessica Ralph 
Edgar A. Ramirez ’94 • n
Eliane Ramos 
Kate Ramsey 
Marilys Randolph 
Everett Rashotsky n
Stefanie B. Reed and  

Evan J. Reed n
Gregory Rees 
Carmen M. Reinhart ’78 and 

Vincent R. Reinhart • 
Sorrel S. Resnik and  

Sheila Resnik 
Alfonso Restrepo 
Patricia O. Rice n
Erin L. Rich and Aaron T. Rich 
Darlene Richeson 
Samina Rind 
Aymara O. Risch ’98 
Claudia Roa 
Adele Roberts 
Adam R. Rose and  

Peter R. McQuillan 
Edward Rose 
Michelle Rose 
Steven Rosen 
Evan S. Rosenberg n

Avy Rosenzweig 
Lydia G. Ross and  

Charles L. Ross 
Howard Routman 
Rudy Ruiz n
Timothy J. Rupert 
James Russo 
Mary Rust 
Margaret Ruzika 
Marvin A. Sackner, MD and 

Ruth K. Sackner n
Kenneth Sadowsky 
Joseph Salvatore 
Susan Sands 
David Sarner 
Truitt Savell 
Shane Sawh 
William Scammell 
Kim Schanze 
Roy R. Schechter, Jr. and 

Terry Schechter n
Randy Schenkman 
Kathie Schlesinger 
Pamula Schlesinger 
Jeff Schloesser 
David M. Schwarz n
Bonnie Scripps 
Sandra Seligman n
Lindsey Sewalt 
Pamela K. Shaffner 
Paul Shamburger 
Nathan Sharma 
Fredrica Shaw 
Betsy R. Sherman 
Bruce Sherman 
James Siciliano 
Kim Sieurin 
Kathy Simon n
Dianne Skoczek 
Mary Smith 
Chris Snell 
Kaye Sodenkamp 
Jan L. Solomon ’07 and 

Harold C. Solomon • n
Martin L. Solomon and  

Sara Solomon 
Neil Solomon 
Ray Solomon 
Alexander Soria ’89 and  

Tricia F. Soria ’95 n
Cristobal A. Sotolongo ’90 
Tina Specht 
Silvio Sperber 
Michael Stein 
Elvin Steinberg 
Jewel Stern n
Lisa Stolzenberg, Ph.D.and 

Stewart D’Alessio, Ph.D.
Diane Strauss 
David Streltsoff 
Paul H. Stuart • 
Scila Suris 
Debby Swennes 
Corinne Takasaki 
Dana Terp 
Richard T. Thomas and 

Patricia L. Thomas 
Rebecca Tomblin 
Traci Topham 
Jeanne Toungara 
Robert H. Traurig, Esq. and 

Jackie Traurig 
Roy Tuccillo 
Julie Turk 
Debra Ulak 
Albert Valera n
Hector Valero 
Carrie Voorhis n
Kirit Vora 
Theodore Wagenaar 
Jane Warmus 

Douglas Wartzok, Ph.D.and 
Susan Wartzok • n

Russell Warye n
Crystal Washington 
Maida I. Watson, Ph.D.’87 

and Thomas A. Breslin, 
Ph.D.• n

Jennifer Webb 
Adam Weber 
Chris Webster 
Warren Weiser 
Daniel A. Weiss, Esq. ’74, MS 

’77 and Merle R. Weiss ’75 n
Carrie Welch n
Carol J. Weldon and  

Norman R. Weldon, Ph.D.n
Robert S. Wennett 
David Wester 
Erin L. Weston ’96 
Gadine Whitaker 
Shelby White 
Angela W. Whitman 
Raymone Whitted 
Maurice Wiener n
Beverly Williams n
Dorothy Williams 
Eddie Williams n
Raymone Williams 
Shane Williams 
Cynthia Wilson 
Juan Carlos Yumar 
Jeff Zalaznick 
Steve H. Zanakis, Ph.D.
Carolyn R. Zaumeyer ’90 ’93 
Audrey Zinman 
Robert Zweben 

$499.99 - $100 
Sharon M. Aaron 
Alma R. Abdel-Moty ’92 and 

Elsayed Abdel-Moty 
Elizabeth A. Abelairas ’97 • 
Lillian A. Abreu • n
Daniel R. Acevedo ’98 and 

Beatriz R. Cardona ’99 • n
Lourdes M. Acevedo ’83 • n
Jeffrey Ackerman 
Antonio G. Acosta ’85 • 
Elany M. Acosta ’97 n
Evan Acosta ’79 • n
Greta M. Acosta ’08 
Kenneth Acosta ’91 • 
R. Alexander Acosta • 
Romeo Acosta 
Jessica Acree 
George M. Acuna ’96 • 
William Adamczak 
Lawrence E. Adams and 

Carolyn S. Adams 
Michele Adams 
Robert R. Adams, Esq. ’87 • 
Vernell Adams 
Dawn Emerson Addy, Ph.D.n
Matthew Adler 
Robert Adler n
Christopher Ager 
Elizabeth Aguila ’99, MA ’08 • 
Alexandra Aguirre 
Matilde Aguirre, CPA ’78,  

MS ’87 • n
Terry L. Ahern ’02 
Naushab Ahmed 
Catherine A. Akens, EdD ’01 • n
Ruby J. Akhigbe ’94 
Gisella Aladzeme ’00 
Gabriel C. Albelo, ’93 and 

Lissette M. Calderon • n
Max Alcalay 
Bryan Alcorn 
Anne-Marie L. Alderman ’95 

and Harold R. Alderman • 
Ricardo L. Aleman ’06 • 
Yvette A. Aleman ’92 n
Michael C. Alfaro ’09 
Pablo Alfaro 
Ana V. Alfonso ’86 and 

Rodolfo Alfonso • 
Gustavo D. Alfonso ’02, MSF 

’09 and Cristina Alfonso • 
Pedro A. Alfonso ’99 • n
Sergio Alfonso, Jr. ’80 and 

Ines Alfonso • n
Carla J. Alger ’84 and  

John L. Alger 
Andrea N. Alhadari 
Chi Ali ’00 • 
Moayad Ali 
Barbara Allen-Gill 
Shawn Allshouse 
Beatriz Almario 
Dinorah Alonso • 
Manrique Alonso ’07 • n
Pamela Alonso 
Marina Alonso-Mendoza 

’79 and Emilio Alonso-
Mendoza • n

Anonymous • n
Mark Alpert n
Damien Alpizar 
Olga F. Altonaga ’78 • 
Alexander Alvarez, Esq. ’88 • 
Cesar A. Alvarez 
Emilio R. Alvarez ’96 • n
Ignacio M. Alvarez ’97, MS ’00 
Linda J. Alvarez ’81 and 

Charles J. Alvarez 
Jorge E. Alvarino ’85 • 
David Amar 
Carlos F. Amaya ’04 and 

Gabriela Amaya • 
Colin Ambellan 
Armando Amin ’82 and Mayra 

D. Amin ’84 • n
Charles L. Anderson ’73 • 
Tamara E. Anderson ’05 
Barbara F. Andrews ’77 and 

Horace S. Andrews 
Kevin Andrews 
Marcus V. Anglin ’08 • 
Antonio Anguiano ’93 n
Jeannelle M. Angulo ’00 
Chantel G. Anido n
Thomas M. Ankner ’01 • 
Merrybeth Annan 
Jo-Ann Anstett 
Alicia H. Apfel 
David R. Apfelbaum ’76 and 

Debra K. Apfelbaum • 
William R. Applegate, USA ’77 

and Linda Applegate 
Donna Appleyard 
Carla F. Arauz ’92 
Claudia Arce 
Steven F. Arch 
Vicky V. Ardaya ’97 • 
Nick Arena 
Emanuela Aresco 
Mayra Arevalo ’02 • 
Gonzalo Argote Garcia ’06 • 
Alejandra M. Argudin ’98, MS ’01 
Gloria Arguello • 
Maria L. Ariano, MD ’77 n
Deborah Arias 
Iliana M. Arias Romero ’80 and 

Jesus Romero ’81 ’83 • n
Yaqueline Arjona- 

Monteagudo ’96 
Sara Arnell 
Olga T. Arnold ’93 n
Helen Arnsdorff 
Silvia C. Arrastia n

Richard Arregui and  
Susan Arregui 

Claudia P. Arroyave O’Brien, 
MD, PA 

Brian Arsenault 
Prescott Ashe 
Annelisse Asher 
John Assalone 
Janet Atlas 
Andrew Auguste n
Nicholas A. Autiello, II n
Maria Ayub ’06 and  

Hamid Ayub n
Anonymous 
Tobie C. Babington ’94 • 
Barbara H. Bader and  

Jerome Bader 
Jean P. Bado 
Steven A. Baer ’87 • n
Sapan Bafna ’99 • n
Sakshi Bahadur ’09 • 
Gregory V. Bahary ’95 • 
Jean Bailey 
Regina C. Bailey and  

Michael Spring n
Grant Bain 
David M. Baker ’96 and 

Mildred J. Baker • 
Tom Baker 
Marla Baldomero ’09 • n
Vanessa Baldomero ’06 • n
Donald M. Ball ’03 • n
John Ballou 
Elena M. Balsinde, MBA ’06 • n
Tracy Balton 
Eric J. Barberio ’90 and 

Jennifer Barberio • n
John Barbick 
Jill M. Barbour ’80 and  

Rick Vita • n
Jose P. Barboza • n
Susana Barciela 
Timothy Barket 
Stanley Baron n
Iliana Barr and Lawrence Barr 
Agustin J. Barrera ’05 and 

Alina Gallego ’82 n
Luis Barrera-Alvarado 
Armando B. Barreto ’89 
Beverly Barrett 
Hale M. Barrett ’83, BS ’96 
Patricio Barringa 
Beatriz A. Barrios ’78 
Luis A. Barros, Jr. ’96 
Joe Barwick 
Ruth I. Bass ’94 
Bunny Bastian 
Raquel S. Batista ’96 • n
Henry W. Bauer, III ’88 and 

Maria E. Bauer ’85 • n
Felicia Baxter 
Shari Bayer n
Beau Beasley 
Eleanor T. Beaty ’06 
Melanie Beaudin n
Pascale S. Becel, Ph.D.
Harriet Becker n
Skip Becker 
Christopher A. Beckford ’81 • n
Adis C. Beesting ’86 • 
Ana M. Behar ’86 and  

Roberto Behar • 
Carole Bell ’76 
Donna Bell 
Julio E. Bell ’85 and  

Ana M. Bell • n
Lynn Bell 
Joaquin N. Bello, CPA ’95 and 

Veronica L. Bello • n
Gingi Beltran, 177973 
Hilda R. Benard ’03 

Melissa M. Benavides • 
John Bendana 
Diane Benitez ’09 • 
Mary D. Benitez 
Vivian F. Bennatts ’02 • n
Jacqueline Bennett 
Jan M. Bennett ’82 • n
Elizabeth Benton 
Christopher Berberich 
Elizabeth Berenato n
Lawrence K. Berenson 
Lisa Berg 
Jeremy Berger 
Ruth Berger n
Seth Berger 
Lynn M. Berk, Ph.D.and  

Toby S. Berk, Ph.D.
Daniel Berkowitz 
Helene Berkowitz and  

Abbey Berkowitz 
Emily Berlin 
Susan B. E. Berry ’79 • 
Cedric L. Bess ’99 • n
Michelle Betrock n
Annie Beutler 
Janice L. Bevan ’75 
Denise Biderman 
Mateo E. Biggs ’89 and 

Marcela Dallecilla-Biggs • 
Kelly Bilek 
Jane Biossat 
A. Robert Birmelin 
Kristin Bishop-Von Wettberg 
Eric S. Bisnow ’77 • n
Abram Blacher ’97 and 

Leanna Blacher • n
Timothy R. Blackhurst ’85 and 

Phyllis A. Blackhurst • n
Edward A. Blackwell, Jr. ’97 
Ziggy Blagojevic 
Ana M. Blake, CPA ’79 and 

Harold M. Blake, Jr. • n
Gianny Blanco ’06 • n
Sylvia Blanco 
Celia M. Blandon ’99 • 
George Blankenship n
Michael Blatter 
Allen S. Blaustein 
J. E. Blevins 
Saree Block 
Eugene C. Bloom 
Bruce A. Blum ’82 and Susan 

S. Blum • 
Michael L. Blumberg and 

Rosemary D. Blumberg ’00 
Eleanor R. Blyden, Ph.D.’95 n
Andrea Bode 
Natalie Boden ’99 
Shiva Boecker 
Jose C. Bofill, Esq. ’90 and 

Bree N. T. Bofill ’97 • 
Judith E. Bok ’00 and David 

P. Bok • n
Adolfo A. Bolanos ’03 • 
Jeffrey Bold 
Mary F. Bonawitz ’02 and 

Irving M. Bonawitz • n
Elizabeth Bond 
W. M. Bond 
Michael Bondarenko n
Gary Bookout n
Kenneth D. Boone ’87 and 

Michelle Boone • n
Leonard Boord 
Janice J. Borges ’04 • n
James Borin 
Consuelo B. Boronat 
Ruth Bosch ’94 and Gustavo 

de Zendegui • 
Robert H. Bosselman, Ph.D., 

R.D. ’82 and  
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Paula L. Bosselman • 
Nicole Bostick 
Robert Bostrom 
Bryan Botic 
Sergio A. Botifoll • 
James A. Bouterse, CLU ’83 

and Donna L. Bouterse • n
Jorge Bouza ’85 and  

Janet Bouza • n
JoAnn Bova ’99 and  

Roger C. Bova • n
Colin F. Bowe ’03 • n
Leslie Bowe n
Roger W. Bowman, Jr. ’91 and 

Alicia Bowman • n
Eunice E. Boyce ’76 and 

Pretha Boyce n
D. W. Brackin and H. S. 

Brackin 
Kari Bradley n
Lorraine M. Bragg 
Brenda Braley 
Robert G. Breier and Eileen 

Breier 
Marie Breska 
Fernanda Bressan 
Mario Bretas 
Charles T. Bridenstine ’80 and 

Patricia Bridenstine • n
Christina Bridgeman 
James W. Bridges, MD 
Douglas Brilliant 
Hope Bristol 
Heriberto J. Brito n
Jose A. Briz ’88 and  

Xiomara Briz • n
Robert J. Brodsky ’95 and 

Ana M. Brodsky ’99 • n
Jerzy A. Brodzikowski ’07 and 

Grazyna Brodzikowski • 
John L. Brooks ’74 and 

Barbara S. Brooks • n
Julie Brouse n
Andrew D. Brown 
Michael W. Brown ’97 n
Douglas V. Browne ’78 and 

Lisa Browne • 
Kristy L. Brundage ’06 
Teresita L. Brunken ’81 and 

Eduardo Brunken ’80 • n
Dana Brush 
Romina Bryce ’05 • n
Victor M. Bucarito 
Kevin Buckley 
Mary Lou Bunger n
Dean W. Bunkowske ’77 n
Teresa Buoniconti 
Frank M. Burgos ’80 and 

Teresa Burgos • n
Lisa Burgs 
Lori A. Burke ’87 • 
John Burman 
Chris Burras 
Harvey J. Burstein 
Benjamin Bush n
Danay Busquet 
Martha F. Bustillo ’91 and 

Hector A. Bustillo ’89 • 
Gerard Butcher 
W Scott Butcher 
Deanne Butchey ’05 and 

Royston S. Butchey • n
Malcolm S. Butters ’83 and 

Mary Anne Butters 
Gregory S. Byrd ’94 and Maria 

F. Byrd ’95 • n
Lindsay Byron Smith 
Nestor Caballero, CPA ’95 • n
Edda Caban 
Jill Cabana 
Humberto Cabanas ’76 and 

Hermys Cabanas • n
Mari Lourdes Cabrera ’09 • 
Michael A. Cabrera ’88 
Fernando A. Cacabelos 
Robert Caine 
Ricardo Calderon 
Patricia C. Calhoun ’96 
Robert V. Callahan • n
Scott Callahan n
Domingo R. Callejas ’98 and 

Amy Callejas • n
Dori S. Cameron ’80 and 

William E. Cameron • n
Jonathan G. Cameron ’07 • n
Cheryl A. Cammarano ’85 
Thomas Campagna 
Gregory L. Campbell ’88 • n
Fred A. Campos ’98 and  

Lina B. Acuna ’01 • n
Erica Cañas, Esq. ’03 n
Richard F. Candia ’03 
Ruben Capo ’92 
Susan Capote, Esq. ’06 • n
Ana T. Carazo- 

Johanning 
Rafael Carbonell ’07 n
Dyanne Cardenas ’07 • 
Robert Cardenas n
Olga M. Cardet-Lopez ’90 and 

Humberto L. Lopez • n
Jeanine M. Carey ’92 • 
Paula Carls 
Claudius A. Carnegie • 
Kerry Carr 
Kevin Carreno 
Gonzalo J. Carrizo and Kirsten 

Lawrence-Carrizo 
Amy J. Carswell ’82 
Oscar M. Cartagena ’97 • 
Rolando Casais n
Christine Casajuana-Smith 
Mercedes R. Casals ’88 and 

Alejandro G. Casals ’90 
Odalys Casas 
Gisela P. Casines, Ph.D.’73 

and Jose A. Abreu • n
Leslie S. Cassel ’75 • n
Marcia E. Cassidy, EdD ’92 • n
Maite Castaneda 
Gerald A. Castano ’93 and 

Esther Castano • n
Claire Castellano 
Julissa A. Castellanos ’93 n
Henry L. Castelo, CPA ’78 • n
Alexandra Castilla • 
Juan G. Castilla ’08 • n
Alexander M. Castillo ’02 • 
Elizabeth M. Castillo ’93 • n
Maria P. Castillo 
Robert P. Castillo ’00 • 
Stanley Castleman 
Nancy J. Castleman-Dion ’91 

and Michael Dion • n
Dennis M. Castro ’77 • n
Hugo Castro, Jr. ’87 ’92 and 

Lourdes M. Castro • 
Eric Caswell 
Courtney Catalano 
Joao Frederico A.  

Cavalheiro ’07 • n
Virginia I. Cave-Caycedo, CPA 

’74 and William Caycedo • n
Ric Cavieres 
Edgar A. Ceballos ’99, 

EMBA ’02 and Isabel C. 
Vanegas • n

Lelis I. Ceballos • n
Jose L. Cela ’86 
Miguel A. Cerra ’95 • n
Daniel Cervantes, Esq. ’04 

and Victoria J. Sica ’07 n

Miosotis Cervantes ’02 n
Sildy Cervera 
Roxane Chabot 
Diego A. Chahin ’07 • n
Joaquin Chamizo  
Josette D. Chandler- 

Cameau ’06 
Laura Charette 
Joseph Charles 
Janisse T. Chavarria ’02 • n
Ines C. Chaves • n
Guillermo W. Chavez ’10 • 
Raul A. Chavez ’80 and 

Angela M. Martinez • n
Mario A. Chavez Iturri 
Lisa M. Cheatham ’94 • 
Carmen R. Chediak ’89 and 

George A. Torres ’88 • 
Rena Z. Chen ’95 and J 

in X. Chen 
Yunhao Chen 
Elena W. Cheung ’99 • n
Wendy Child 
Maurice Chinn 
Dana Choi and  

Byung S. Choi n
Rehan Choudhry 
Belva E. Christensen ’92 • 
Sharon Chrust 
Pui Keung S. Chu ’94 
Kimberly Ciancio 
Ernest B. Ciccarone ’77 and 

Jacqueline Ciccarone • n
Lisa Cichan 
Jorge F. Cimitier ’94 • n
Daria Cirisano 
Kristi Clark n
Jenny Clarke 
Phillip G. Cleare ’01 • n
Ainsley Clement 
Christina K. Clemente ’02 
Rachel Clementi 
Rob Clouse 
Karen A. Cochrane • n
Dorothy Z. Cohen and  

Morris Cohen n
Jack Cohen and  

Charlotte Cohen n
Jonathan Cohen 
Louis Cohen ’94 and  

Ellen M. Cohen • n
Marcia Cohen 
Robert Cohen 
Russell Cohen 
Yaniv Cohen 
Touhfa K. Cokus ’00 • n
Lynn N. Coleman ’76 and 

Stanley I. Coleman, Jr. 
Kingston Colin ’07 • n
Daniel Collins ’89 • n
Jacklyn Collins 
Solange Collons 
Leah Colman 
Jacqueline N. Colon ’01 
Elizabeth A. Connolly ’79 and 

Richard E. Connolly n
Kevin E. Connors ’78 and  

Ann Wolford-Connors • 
Annliss Contreras ’04 
Marina F. Contreras ’02 • 
Marguerite F. Cooke ’92 and 

Christopher B. Cooke ’89 • 
Nicholas Cooke-Yarborough ’75 

and Tina Cooke-Yarborough • 
Alistair Cooper 
Brett E. Cooper, Esq. ’87 and 

Lona Cooper 
Ramon Cordies 
Kristin Corgan n
Jorge A. Corrales ’95 • n
Aymee M. Correa ’90 and  

Luis C. Correa ’87 • 
Freddy R. Cortez ’02 • n
Richard W. Cortright n
Juan Cosio 
Mike Costabile 
Carmen Costacamps  

Irons ’95 • 
Roland Costanzo ’94 • n
Abraham Costin 
Herbert Cousins, Jr. 
Dayton M. Cramer and 

Lennard S. Cramer • 
Derek N. Crass ’74 and  

Cindy Crass • 
Jonathan L. Crocker ’93 
Elizabeth Cronk 
Richard T. Cross ’77 and 

Gwendolyn Cross • n
Claudette Crouse 
Wim Crouwel 
Alexina C. Crovella ’77 
Barbara C. Cruz, EdD ’90  

and Kevin A. Yelvington, 
Ph.D.’83 • n

Sharon L. Cruz, Esq. ’76 and 
David R. Cruz • 

Yoel Cruz ’06 • n
Jonathan Cruzcamacho ’00 • 
Nathalia Cubillos ’08 • n
Allen L. Cueli ’92 n
Marta L. Cuellar 
Liliana M. Cuello ’90 and 

Fransisco Cuello • 
Ruben L. Cueto ’95 
Gabino Cuevas n
Lynn E. Culbreath ’84 
Richard G. Cuming ’09 • 
Wendy Cummins 
Kristin Cunnningham 
Yago S. Cura ’97 and  

Amanda Duran 
Ramon E. Curros ’90 • n
Marion G. Currow ’88 and 

James C. Currow • 
Carmen Cusack 
Kenneth S. Custer ’03 • 
Jerry Cvach 
Rafael Dacal ’01 • n
Amy Dahl 
May P. Dahl ’77 and  

Edward Dahl 
Angela Daker n
Christopher Damian 
Mario Dandrea 
John Danduono 
Pina Daniele 
Michael Daniels 
Eric J. Darmanin ’91 • n
Richard D’Arpa 
Karla Dascal 
Julie Davenport 
Eric T. Davidson ’86 and Rosa 

M. Davidson ’88 • n
Ray D. Davis, Jr. ’98 n
Todd Davis 
Willie L. Davis ’77 • n
Irma G. de Alonso, Ph.D.and 

Ivan Alonso Herrera n
Lourdes C. de Armas,  

Esq. ’07 n
Adrian De Brasi 
Luis A. De la Cruz and Leslie 

De la Cruz 
Michael De Lucca ’78 and 

Alice Delucca n
Edleen De Paz ’03 • n
Raul E. de Quesada ’74 • n
Antonia Decquir 
Paul R. G. Defay ’02 • n
Charmaine DeFrancesco, 

Ph.D.n

Erika DeGrace 
Kathleen Del casino 
Vivian M. Del Olmo ’01 
Victor A. Delgado ’07 • n
Virginia E. Delossantos ’93 • n
Pete L. DeMahy, Esq. ’74 and 

Rose DeMahy 
Joseph E. Deming, Esq. ’75 
Watson Denis 
Seth Denison 
Richard Dennis and  

Marilyn Dennis 
Lauren Derby 
Donald A. Deresz ’80 and 

Gretchen Deresz • n
Ferdinand K. Desir,  

USAF ’96 • 
John B. Devlin ’89 and  

Wendy Devlin • n
Renee Dewerff 
Beth R. Dewoody n
Carlton W. Deyarmin, II ’78 • 
Arlene and Robert Diamond 
Mark Diantonio 
Alejandro Diaz ’09 n
April Diaz 
Frank Diaz 
Irela Diaz • n
Jessica P. Diaz ’07 • 
Marlena Diaz 
Nicole R. Diaz ’00 
Odalys Diaz ’89 • n
Theresa Diaz ’88 • 
William C. Diaz, Esq. ’96 
Lilia L. Dibello, Ed.D., ’95 ’01 

and Darin A. Dibello • 
Jeff Dichter 
Mel Dick and Barbara Dick n
Steve Dick 
Lyman Dickerson 
Lee C. Dickson and  

Krystle Dickson n
Carol Dietrith ’80 
Anthony Dilorenzo 
Nancy L. Dion ’74 ’76 • n
Joseph J. Dipasquale ’93 • n
Daniel Dispigna 
James Dixon and Laura Dixon 
Kate Dixon 
Carolyn Dizon 
Anna Doan 
Moises Dobarganes ’04 • n
Dean I. Dobbin, MD 
Gregory Dodge n
Beverly Doecke 
Jennifer Doherty-Restrepo 
Jordan E. Dollar, Esq. ’07 n
Edita A. Domenech ’06 • 
Luis Dominguez n
Sandra F. Dominguez ’74 and 

Rafael Dominguez • 
Jin Dong 
Naomi A. Doole ’10 • 
Vignesh I. Doraiswamy ’10 • 
Heidi Dorf 
Ari D. Dorfsman ’96 • n
Herman Dorsett and Beverly 

C. Dorsett 
Albert E. Dotson, Sr. and 

Earlene Dotson • 
Yvenel H. Douyon ’04 
Agnes Dover 
Marlene H. Dow ’06 • 
Roxanne Dragoo n
Sidney Drake • 
Dale K. and Bill Draughon • n
Sabrina Drigout 
Howard N. Drobner ’80 • n
Vanessa Drossman 
Dwight C. W. Drumtra ’01 • 
Graham Dry n

Benedict A. D’Souza ’76 and 
Regina D’Souza • n

Colleen Duffley 
Barbara Duffy 
Melissa Campo Duggan ’98 

and William Duggan • n
Reid E. Dulberger ’77 • n
George G. Dumaine 
Danny DuPont n
Kathryn R. Dutton-Mitchell • n
Gisela A. Eckel ’99 • n
Russell Edghill 
Joan Eichel 
Charles Eidshcun 
Jonathan Eisenberg 
Munga Eketebi ’88 • n
Katharine M. C. Ekkers ’97 
Olakunle O. Ekunkonye ’06 • 
Melissa D. Elbrand ’96 
Amina Elderfield 
Deborah Elias 
Ekambaram Ellan ’97 • n
Jeffrey S. Elliot ’00 n
Lance Ellman 
Bernadette M. Emerick ’75 

and Thomas Emerick 
William Englehaupt 
Evelyn B. Enrione, Ph.D.’78 • 
Michelle Enriquez 
Jill Epstein 
Lea Epstein 
Claire S. Erlin 
Carlos A. Escobar ’00 ’06 
Alice Espinosa ’97 
Jorge T. Espinosa, Esq. ’83 • n
Lilia Espinosa-Perez and 

Bernabe A. Perez 
Gabriela Espinoza ’97 • 
Andre Eugent ’09 n
Katya Evanguelidi 
Michael M. Everett ’96, MS 

’98 and Ana L. Martinez, 
CPA ’92 • 

Rafael Fabian 
Catherine H. Fahringer n
Matthew Fales 
Louis Falletta 
Diana Falsetta 
Annette E. Farah ’93 • n
Daniel R. Farmer, Jr. ’74 and 

Olga Farmer • n
Edward Farrell n
Richard Fatigate ’80 • 
Val Fawley 
Cindy Fedde 
Stanley Feinman 
Oscar Feldenkreis and Elena 

Feldenkreis 
Alan S. Feldman ’81 and 

Kathleen Feldman 
Elaine Feldman 
Simon S. Feldstein ’80 • n
Robert F. Feltman and  

Sylvia Feltman n
Michael R. Fenton ’07 • 
Dayana M. Fernandes-

Muzzetto de Garcia ’06 • 
Carlos D. Fernandez ’10 • 
Doris Fernandez 
Ernesto Fernandez n
Guilermo Fernandez 
Herman Fernandez 
Irene Fernandez ’87 • n
Pedro M. Fernandez, Jr. ’86 

and Elizabeth L. Ledet • n
Noemi Fernandez-Palus ’94 

and Alexandre Palus • n
Beatrice Fernebok 
Joseph Ferrone 
Debora Figueiro n
Maria Figueras ’87 • n
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Andreina Dielingen Figueroa 
’03 and Carlos Figueroa • n

Anna M. Figueroa-Mendez ’91 • n
Kristen Filippone 
Brana Fils and Joseph Fils n
Sharon Fine ’99 and  

Albert Fine • n
Kelley Finlen 
Elizabeth Fischer 
Suzanne M. Fischer ’87 
Alene Fishbein n
Craig Fisher 
Lawrence M. Fishman, MD 

and Suzanne R. Fishman n
John B. Fleeman ’81 and 

Diana R. Fleeman n
Mary A. Fletcher ’80 n
Roy Flint 
Stacey Flora 
Anitere Flores, Esq. ’97 and 

Dustin Anderson • 
Anonymous • n
Yolande D. Flores ’08 and 

Robert B. Flores • n
Dora L. Flores-Ryan ’90 • 
Aubrey Fogle 
Miriam W. Folwell ’99 • 
Gary Fonseca ’06 • n
Lloyd W. Fontaine, Jr. ’80 and 

Jeannette Fontaine • 
Mike Ford 
Rolando Foresti 
Donald D. Forsht, Sr. ’80 • 
Kristen Foslid 
Michelle Fossett 
Debra L. Fowler, CPA ’99 • 
Jacqueline Fowler n
Carole Fox Abbott and 

Thomas P. Abbott 
Donna M. Franasiak ’88 and 

Kenneth Franasiak 
Javier Francisco-Ortega, 

Ph.D.and Liu Hong n
Randy Frankel 
Angela Franz 
Loren A. Fraute ’04 n
Regina and Ronald E. Frazier 
Jennifer Freire 
Kimberly French 
Madelyn G. Freshwater ’77 

and Edward Freshwater n
Renee Frigo n
Donna Frione 
Meyer Frucher 
Cristina Fullen 
Jessica Fumero ’07 • 
Danielle N. Furst ’04 
Kenneth G. Furton, Ph.D.and 

Deborah Fries-Furton • n
Carl Fusco 
Steven D. Gabel ’78 • n
Jose M. Gabilondo • n
Ralph Gabric 
Joel Galand and  

Jennifer R. Snyder 
Mark Galant 
Mildred H. Galef • 
Norma A. Galella ’05 
Thomas R. Galiana ’94 and 

Maria L. Casas, MD ’95 • n
Luannia M. Gallimore ’04 • n
Margarita M. Gallinal ’81 and 

Angel V. Gallinal • n
Mary Ann Galvin, ’85 and  

Paul J. Galvin • 
Raymond Gambino 
Erika G. Gandullia ’95 • n
Ana Garcia 
Anastasia M. Garcia, Esq. ’89 • 
Delia C. Garcia, EdD ’96 
Frances Garcia ’08 • 

Jessica Garcia 
Jessica Garcia n
Manuel O. Garcia ’03 • 
Maria Garcia 
Orlando J. Garcia, Ph.D. ’80, MM 

’82 and Catherine S. Garcia • n
Pedro Garcia ’02 
Roberto Garcia ’97 • n
George Garcia Alvarez 
Victor G. Garcia Menocal ’03 • n
Brooke Gardener 
Danny Garibotto 
Eric J. Garrett ’06 
Judy M. Garrison ’77 and 

Eugene Garrison • n
Rob Garry 
Idania Gastell 
James Gates 
Alan M. Gauzens ’79 n
Joseph S. Gay and  

Sandra D. Gay 
Robert Gaylord 
Thomas Gdowik 
David Geggus 
Eric A. Geissinger ’74 • n
Carolina M. Gelber ’01 
Anonymous 
Melinda S. Gentile, Esq. ’80 • n
Karla George n
Timothy M. George, Jr. 
Lucie Georgi 
Francine Gerrard 
James N. Gibbs, III • 
Denise Gibson 
Andres G. Gil ’86 and 

Margarita Gil • n
Martin D. Gil ’98 • 
Maruja L. Gil ’04 • n
Noel Gil ’92 • 
Barbara Gilbert 
Andrew Gilewicz 
Erika Gill 
Deleoy E. Gilpin ’96 • 
Joe Giovanni 
Valerie Giraud 
Antony Gironta 
Beverly C. Girsky 
Allan Gitlitz 
Ideal Gladstone n
Cindy Glanzrock 
Julie Glasgow ’92 • 
Richard R. Glass ’81 • 
Harvey A. Glasser, MD n
Paula T. Glover ’86 and  

Larry Glover • 
Joan C. Gluck, MD and  

Paul A. Gluck, MD 
Harvey S. Gluckman, ’87 and 

Bibi Gluckman • n
John Gniadek n
Paulette R. Goeden ’81 and 

Alfred Morin, Ph.D.• n
Mustafa M. Gokoglu ’04 • n
Gary Goldbloom 
Charles J. Goldman n
Leo Goldner and  

Marian B. Goldner n
Lisette Goldstein 
Lynn Goldstein 
Robert Goldszer • n
Lorena Gomez n
Nurdes B. Gomez ’08 • 
Katarina S. Gonzales ’98 • 
Alexander Gonzalez ’07 n
Alfredo Gonzalez 
Arturo Gonzalez ’07 • n
Douglas Gonzalez • 
Felix Gonzalez, Jr. ’07 • n
Francisco N. Gonzalez ’91 • 
Janel Gonzalez 
Jose A. Gonzalez ’89 and 

Marilyn Gonzalez 
Mercedes Gonzalez 
Nicolas J. Gonzalez ’02 • n
Rene Gonzalez n
Virginia A. Gonzalez ’88 and 

Richard M. Gonzalez ’84 • n
Roberto A. Gonzalez ’92 • 
Ronny Gonzalez ’08 • 
Ryan A. Gonzalez 
Sandra M. Gonzalez ’03 n
Thomas A. Gonzalez ’91 • n
Veneshia C. Gonzalez ’98 • 
Vicente Gonzalez ’74 and 

Norma Gonzalez 
Sergio Gonzalez-Arias, MD 

and Maria M. Morales-
Gonzalez 

Jorge Gonzalez-Barrera ’04 
Sandra B. Gonzalez-Levy • n
Monica S. Goodin ’97 
Melissa Goodis 
Stanley Goodman and Pearl 

C. Goodman 
Sandi-Jo and Mark W. 

Gordon, MD n
Susan L. Gordon and R. J. 

Krochmal, MD 
Vashti M. Gordon ’88 
Arna Gorender 
Leslie Gory 
Paul Grabiak and  

Laurie Grabiak n
Ryan Grace n
Devon L. Graham 
Donald L. Graham 
Drytha Graham 
Gabriel R. Grana ’07 • 
Belen L. Grand ’99 
Ronald Grason 
Jenny T. Grau, Esq. ’01 and 

Oscar L. Grau ’03 • 
C. Delano Gray 
Malcolm Gray 
Rosana Greco n
Ernest M. Greene ’96 • n
Howard Greenfield 
Dan Greenwood 
Peggy Greenwood 
Christine C. Grice ’79 • n
Catherine Grieve 
James D. Griffin ’78 • 
William Grimaldi n
Mitchell Grubman 
Lisa Grunebaum 
Benjamin J. Guanella ’07 • 
Jean Guarneri 
Elizabeth V. Guerra ’99 
Johanna Guerra 
Christina M. Guerreiro ’07 • n
Alex Guerrero ’01 • 
Frederick Guest 
Clinton Gulley and  

Margaret T. Gulley 
Keli Gunn 
Mike Gunzer 
Valentina Gutchess 
Aileen Gutierrez ’95 
Vanessa Gutierrez ’07 • n
Debbie L. Gyenizse ’00 
Christine Haddad 
Azra Hadzimehmedovic 
Kelly Hahn 
Catherine Haidorfer 
Susan Hakkarainen 
Peter Halecky 
Sharon Halpryn 
Monique C. Hamaty-

Simmonds ’96 and Marcus 
S. J. Simmonds • n

Barbara A. Hamilton • n
Phillip L. Hamilton • n

Joan Hammer 
R. W. and Patricia A. Hammer 
Steve Hammer 
John H. Hanek ’84 and  

Olga Hanek • n
Samirah Haniff 
Jude L. Hankey ’99 n
Ayman G. Hanna ’92 
Carolyn J. Hanson, Ph.D.’80 

and Sven W. Hanson 
Stephen Hanson 
William G. Hardin n
Jaffus Hardrick, Ed.D. • n
Geraldine E. Hardy-Brown ’79 

and Willie Brown • n
Amelia Hare n
Brian E. Haring, Ph.D.’73 and 

Rosemarie Haring • n
Cheryl-Kaye A. Harley ’99 n
Lawrence Harmon 
Carlos Haro 
Ernest and Maria Harper n
Joseph W. Harper, Esq. ’76 

and Lee Harper • 
Bernard Harris n
Joseph Harris • 
Jane M. Harris and  

Kenton S. Harris, Ph.D. 
Molly W. Harris and  

Larry J. Harris ’81 n
Thomas Harris 
Lydia Harrison and  

Burton Harrison, Esq. 
Lynn H. Harrison, Jr. and  

Lura Harrison 
Brodes Hartley, Jr. 
Darrell Hartman 
Kenneth A. Hartmann ’87 and 

Rebecca Hartmann • n
Bradley Hartsock 
Jane W. Harvey 
Thomas Hastings n
Maggie Hatfield-Kendall 
Robert Haufman 
Bruce W. Hauptli Ph.D. and  

Laurie V. Hauptli • n
Eileen Haves and  

Stuart Haves n
Dorene Hawley 
Mary Helen Hayden ’04 and 

H. Bruce Hayden 
Simone Haygood 
Katie Healy 
Monica Hearn 
Lori Hearne 
Mary Hecker 
Harry Hedaya 
James B. Hefernan 
Lance Heflin 
Jean Heichman 
Michael R. Heithaus, Ph.D.and 

Linda Heithaus 
Darin Held 
Yolanda Helfrich 
Nynke Henderson 
David Hendler 
Jaffus Hardrick, Ed.D. 
Mizayda Henriette 
Meredith Henry 
Armando Hernandez, CPA ’89 • 
David Hernandez 
Domingo Hernandez 
Eduardo J. Hernandez n
Elizabeth M. Hernandez, 

Esq. ’80 and Eugenio M. 
Hernandez, Esq. • n

Jorge E. Hernandez ’89 and 
Kimberly Hernandez, Esq. • n

Jorge F. Hernandez ’95 • n
Juan C. Hernandez ’02 • n
Lissette O. Hernandez ’09 • 

Marilyn Hernandez 
Nancy Hernandez 
Ramon Hernandez ’09 • n
Y Hernandez Suarez 
Ileana H. Hernandez-Valle ’98 • n
Bill Herod 
Robert A. Herold ’90 • 
Mauricio Herrera 
Roberto J. Herrera ’75 and 

Lourdes A. Herrera • 
Jolinda Herring 
Kimani Herring n
Nancy S. Hershoff n
Hillary Hertzog 
Nataly Hesser 
Andrea Heuson-Sharp 
Anthony C. Hevia, Esq. ’07 n
Kim F. Higbie ’87 • 
Mark M Higgins and  

Barbara A. Higgins 
Karen Hile n
Susan P. Himburg, Ph.D., R.D. 

and James D. Himburg n
Gwendolyn C. Hines ’74 and 

James Laprade • n
David E. Hirsch ’76 and  

Hedy M. Hirsch • n
Debra and Andrew Hirschl 
Richard S. Hoberman n
Marilyn Hoder-Salmon, 

Ph.D.and Michael H. 
Salmon n

Maria I. Hoelle, Esq. ’77, MPA 
’79 and Thornton E. Hoelle • 

John O. Hoffman ’80 and 
Debra Hoffman • n

John S. Hoffman and  
Joel M. Hoffman n

Lauren Holmes 
Russell Holmes 
Rebecca Holowitz 
Robert Holster n
Susan Homan 
Karlos A. Horn ’08 • 
Janet L. and Sanford Horwitz 
David Hover n
Elsie S. Howard 
Stacie-Jo N. Howard ’05 
Vernon M. Howard ’87 and 

Villetta Howard • n
Alvaro J. Hoyos ’00 ’05 • 
Alice Hsu 
Jade Huang 
David Huberfield 
Helen B. Hudnall ’73 and 

Lonnie M. Hudnall • n
Nicola Hudson 
Roger A. Hugh ’81 and 

Dawnette C. Hugh • 
Michael J. Hughes ’05 • n
Angel Huguet ’84 • n
Charles Humble 
Bertha Hundevadt 
Candice J. Hunter ’07 • n
Stephen L. Hunter ’99 
Aurora Ruiz Hurte ’81 • 
Shawn Husain 
Lina Husseini, Esq. ’03 n
Deborah Hutton 
Judith Hyde 
Gennaro Iannaccone 
Carmine Iannacone 
Julio E. Ibarra ’83 • n
Angel Iglesias ’94 • 
Bettina G. Inclan ’03 • 
Jenny K. Infante ’04 • n
C. Inghilterra n
Ian Ippolito 
Richard Irace 
Greg Ireland 
John N. Irmen ’85 and  

Gayle R. Irmen • n
Francisco Iturraran 
Linda R. Iversen 
Pedro A. Izaguirre ’77 and 

Lilian Izaguirre • 
Ashley S. Jackson ’07 n
Larry Jaffe 
and Norman Jaffe 
Valerie James 
Kathy Jantzen 
Theresa E. Jaques ’96 and 

Chris Jacques • n
Elizabeth Jauregui 
Andrea D. Jay 
Susan R. Jay, EdD ’98 and 

Larry Jay • n
Pierrela Jean Baptiste ’02 
John Jefferson 
Kathleen Jeranek 
Louise T. Jeroslow, Esq. ’78 
Nancy C. Jeter ’99 • n
Kimberly A. Jimenez ’96 • 
Martin W. Joel 
Aaron S. Johnson ’07 • n
Darren Johnson 
Nia D. Johnson ’99 n
Nina Johnson 
Paula H. Johnson ’78 and 

Kenneth E. Johnson, 
Ph.D.• 

Paulette M. Johnson 
Rahsaan Johnson 
Richard G. Johnson n
Sheila Kay Johnstone • n
Cecil R. Jonas and  

Joan E. Jonas 
Cheryl Jones 
Floyd C. Jones ’80 
Fran Jones 
Mark Jones 
Peyton Jones n
Thomas R. Jones 
Jeannie Jontiff 
Antonio Jonusas ’86 and 

Dolores Jonusas • n
Mary L. Jorda, Ph.D.’05 • n
Viviana A. Jordan ’07 • 
Barbara S. Jorgenson ’75, 

MPA ’91 • 
Michelle R. Joubert ’10 • n
Jose Joy, MD., PA 
Francisco J. Juncadella ’82 • 
Soledad Juncadella 
Carlota M. Jurado-Van Der 

Eijk ’77 and Mark R. Van 
Der Eijk ’77 • n

Brijesh H. Kadam • n
Joyce E. Kaiser and  

Gerard A. Kaiser, MD • n
Debra A. Kalata ’80,  

MS ’86 • n
M Phillip Kalnitzky 
Bradley Kaplan 
Thomas Karacic 
Sara Kardonski ’09 • 
Annia Karlick ’00 
Andrew Karp 
Jason Karukin 
Ana R. Kasdin and  

Neisen O. Kasdin n
Julian M. Kasdin ’07 • 
Scott B. Kass and  

Gloria O. Kass 
Stephanie Kathreptis 
Lucas B. Katz ’06 • 
Michael E. Katz n
Nathan Katz, Ph.D.
Janine Katzen 
Shulamit and  

Chaim Katzman 
Ivy B. Kaufman and Stephen 
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A. Kaufman 
Tara N. Kawass, Esq. ’02 
Christine L. Kay ’99 • n
Ken Kazahaya n
David Kehr 
Michael Kellam 
Lisa Kennedy 
Mollie Kennedy 
Beth Kern 
James Kerwin 
Miraj K. Khan ’04 • n
Priscilla Khanna 
Tabatha Khoury 
Terri Kight 
Christie Kilayko ’03 
Jae B. Kim ’84 
Lana Kim 
Liah Kim 
Rochelle Kinder n
Marta C. Kindschuh 
Francine King 
Tracy E. King, III ’80 • n
Vincent A. King ’03 • 
Marla A. King-Ribeiro 

’87 and Artur Ribeiro 
Katherine Kinkela 
Eugene C. Kinnaird 
Jennifer R. Kipperman ’07 
Timothy Kirchberg 
Melinda Kirk 
Natasha Kirker 
Carolyn L. Kistler ’74 n
Joan E. Kittridge 

’78 and David G. 
Kittridge ’79 

S Klein 
Donna Klingel 
Tammy Klingler 
Teresa Klumpp 
Winona L. Knowles ’81 • n
Odette C. and George F. 

Knox, Esq. 
Catherine F. Koch, Esq. ’81 • 
Joseph Koch 
Andrea Kolakowski 
Kathleen Koons 
Suzanne Koptur, Ph.D.n
Paulette M. Kossally ’98 

and Lloyd Kossally • n
Nancy Kostecki n
Przemyslaw A. 

Kostencki 
Phyllis Kotey, Ph.D.n
Eileen R. Kott ’80, MS ’87 

and Richard L. Kott • n
Jennifer Kourelakos 
Laurie Kracum 
Richard A. Kramer ’74 • n
Stephanie Krass 
Lawrence M. Kreisberg 

’75 and Joan M. 
Kreisberg ’75 

Madeline Krieger 
Carlos Krieghoff 
Frank Kriger 
William A. Kritchman ’78 • 
Tim Krohn 
Rich Kroll 
Richard N. Kron ’86 • n
Lisa Krueger 
Aurora Kubic n
Robin Kula 
Joshua Kurek 
Tom C. Kurian ’97 and 

Caroline Kurian • n
Jeffrey Kusch 
Robert Kussell 
Miles Kuttler and 

Roberta Kuttler 
Angelica La Morto-Corse 

Tony La Rosa 
Norman Lacombe n
Christine Lagana 
Gabriel Lagoa ’05 • n
Sonali Laha 
Francis Laird 
Anita Lakshman 
Anh Lam 
Eduardo J. Lamazares 

’93, MBA ’06 and 
Claudia Lamazares 
’93, MBA ’03 • 

Jorge L. Lamus ’04 ’05 • 
Marsha A. Lance ’01 • n
Maria I. Landa-Posada ’96 

and Gustavo F. Posada 
Garland Landrith n
Joyce L. Landry 
Juanita G. Lane ’78 n
Mary Lane 
Maria Lang • 
Nicole Lang n
Ernest J. Lanning ’80 

and Grace Lanning • 
David Lannom 
Sandra S. Lansing n
Joseph L. Lanzisera 
Edith E. Laquer n
Joan LaRocca 
Alberto Latorre 
Eddie Laurent 
Stephanie Lavender 
Ellen Law 
Daniel Lazarek n
Matthew Lazenby 
Robert A. Lazenby and 

Gwen Lazenby 
Jessica D. Le ’06 • 
Linh Le 
Martijn Le Coultre 
Barbara W. Lea, Ph.D.’75 

and Mebane T. Lea • n
Eric Leach 
Dee Leal • 
Bruce J. Leavitt and 

Joan G. Leavitt n
Marie Lecossier • 
Carmen M. Ledesma ’74 • 
Zoraya M. Ledesma n
Marlene Ledo ’96 
Robert Lee n
Ronald V. Lee ’90 and 

Kelly Johnson • n
Stephanie Lee 
Richard Leger n
Guy Lehman 
Tingjun Lei 
Paul A. Leighton ’86 • n
Walter J. Leinberger ’06 • n
Ira S. Lelchuk and 

Darcee S. Siegel 
Giovanna Lencioni 
Constance J.  

Leon ’00 • n
Manuel A. Leon, Jr. ’83 

and Ana M. Leon • 
Mario Leon 
Marisa Leon • 
Mery Leon 
Allison J. Leonard ’07 • 
Andrew J. Leone and 

Karen A. Leone 
Carlos D. Lerman, Esq. ’85 

and Jodi W. Lerman • n
Andrew Lermsid 
Lindsay Leventhal 
Jennifer Levin, Esq. ’90 n
Danny Levine 
Eric Levine 
Richard Levine n

Cesar Levy 
Leah G Levy 
Marbet Lewis 
Michelle Lewis 
Berman J. Lezama ’05 • n
Nicole Lierheimer 
Donald L. Liles 
Lauren Liles 
Staurt A. Lilie 
Minfwu Lin 
Wei-Chiang Lin 
Lissette Linares • 
Flo Lind 
Trisha Linden 
Christian B. Lindo ’06 • 
Ronny Lindsay ’02 • n
Kathryn Lindstrom 
Justin P. Linsenmeyer ’09 • n
Stephen Lipkin 
Alan A. Lips ’98 • 
Claire E. Lipson and 

Arthur H. Lipson 
Sandy Liptak 
Eric Liron and Yitao Liron 
Lauren Littleton 
Onelia J. Littrell ’83 • 
Liang Liu ’98 n
Roxana Lizama, Esq. ’96 
Esperanza B. Llaneza ’90 

and Pedro P. Llaneza 
Jezabel Llorente, Esq. ’98 • 
Diane Loffredo 
Alice C. Long ’94 
Beverly A. Long ’99 ’04 

and Thomas Long • n
Marnee Long 
Alipio Lopez ’93 ’95 • 
Andres W. Lopez ’74 and 

Haydee Lopez • n
Anthony Lopez ’99 
Esther V. Lopez and 

Severino H. Lopez n
Gioconda C. Lopez 

’03 and Thomas A. 
Lopez ’80 • n

Hector J. Lopez ’05 
Jose A. Lopez • n
Kristen Lopez n
Miguel A. Lopez ’00 
Ramon Lopez 
Raul R. Lopez, Esq. ’83 

and Nelly Lopez • n
Dale LoSasso 
Scott Lotts 
Juan P. Loumiet 
Tammy Love 
Justin R. Low ’02 ’04 • n
Paul S. Lowman ’08 • 
Burns Lowry 
Stephen P. Loynaz ’05 • 
Francisco Lozano • n
Cheryl Lubow 
Elena Luca 
Robert E. Lugo ’83 and 

Maria L. Lugo • n
Leonard Luria and 

Gloria Luria n
Susan K. Lynch ’78 
Phillip C. Lyons ’79 and 

Donna M. Lyons • n
Mark and Rosemaru 

Macgowan 
Gustavo D. Macias ’01 • 
Nancy D. MacIver-Neeb 

’85 and Craig A. 
Neeb • n

Helen Mackey 
Nicole Mackler 
Jennifer Macku 
Christina MacRobert, 

Esq. ’07 n
Venkatanarasaia 

Maddineni ’99 • n
Jared Maddux 
Francisco Maderal 
Marianne Maduro ’05 • 
Joyce Magdic 
Michael Magill 
Lawrence Magras 
Norberto N. Mahecha ’97 

and Victoria Fuentes-
Mahecha • n

Consuelo Stuntz Maingot, 
Esq. and Anthony P. 
Maingot, Ph.D.• 

Sandra A. Maldonado ’89 
Jonathan Malkin 
Lisa C. Mallard ’05 
Carl Mallios 
Felipe A. Malo, Esq. ’01 n
Rhonda Malone Cammon 
Harish Mamidanna ’09 n
Marco A. Mancipe ’03 • n
Diane Mandel 
Miriam Mandell 
Janet Mangual 
Dimitra Manos n
Janice A. Manry and 

Larry A. Manry ’73 • n
Ladan Manteghi 
Amaresh Manthena ’08 • n
Imari Manzano 
Stefany C. Marcelino • 
Miriela Marcos n
David Marcus 
Veronica Margolina • 
Pete Markowitz, Ph.D. • 
Scott Marlette 
Guillermo A. Marquez-

Sterling ’88, MPA ’07 
and Maria T. Marquez-
Sterling ’88 • 

Amanda Marr 
Tamara A. Marryshow ’07 
Luca Marseglia 
Paulette M. Martin ’76 
Sylvia Martin 
Watters O. Martin, Jr. n
Carlos J. Martinez ’85 • 
Eduardo F. Martinez ’98 
Ignacio Martinez ’84 

and Maria Martinez • 
Jacqueline M. Martinez ’94 
Maite Martinez ’05 • 
Osmundo O. Martinez 

and Maria A. Martinez 
Roberto E. Martinez ’94 • 
Sheila B. Martinez 

’76, MS ’84 and 
LaertesMartinez • 

Gerald Massa ’73 and 
Susan Massa • n

Max E. Massac • 
Allison Masters 
Michael A. Mata ’87 • n
Nicholas Matassini 
Kalai Mathee-

Narasimha, Ph.D.n
Tim Matheis n
Binu Mathew n
Kai Mathey 
Catherine Mattaliano 
Harvey Mattel n
Michelle Mattoni 
James A. Mau and 

Susan F. Mau ’82 • 
Mary Mauldin 
Jesus Mayan 
Daniel Mayer ’06 • n
Sylvia Mayer 

Gail Mayshark 
Luis Maza 
Vivian Maza ’92 • 
Lisa Mazique 
Kimberley Mazuelos 
John T. McAdory and 

Cynthia McAdory 
H. Virginia McCoy, Ph.D.• n
Franklin G. McCune ’05 • n
Adriana G. McEachern and 

Michael McEachern • 
Gillian M. M. McFarlane-

Ossmann ’06 n
Glenn J. McGarry ’81 • 
Kevin McGlynn n
Anthony McGoron 
Ashley Mcgrail 
Seema McGrath 
Donna Mcgraw 
Frank C. McGuinness 

’08 and Michelle E. 
McGuinness • n

Clyde Mchenry 
Robert Mckay 
Christina Mckee 
Yvonne F. S. McKinley 

’81 ’83 and Terence 
L. McKinley 

John E. McLaughlin 
’99 and Marielena 
McLaughlin ’82 

Patricia McLaughlin n
Alexandria Mclean 
James Mclean 
Roisin McNally 
Harold Meadows ’74 • 
Dianne R. Meckler 
Estela Mederos 
Eliam Medina • n
Noel Medina, Esq. ’00 n
Cristina Medio ’01 ’04 • n
Melissa Medrano 
Carolyn Meeker n
Ann M. Megnauth ’06 • n
Suzana Mehle ’91 • 
Keith Meier ’94 and 

Denise R. Meier • 
Maribel Meilan 
John J. Mejia ’06 
Oscar M. Mejia 
Ricardo J. Melendez ’09 • 
Michael W. Meltzer ’91 
Karen Melville 
Griska Mena ’00, ’01 • 
Judy Mencher 
Spike Mendelsohn 
Leah Mendelson 
Steven M. Mendelson 

’84 and Carmen 
Mendelson • 

Armando Mendez, Jr. 
’76 ’87 ’06 and Maria 
G. Mendez • n

Ricardo Mendez and 
Mirta C. Mendez 

Cristina I. Mendia 
’90 and Gilbert 
Beauperthuy • n

Carolina Mendoza 
Luis Menendez-Aponte, 

Esq. ’00 • n
Ramona Menguez-

Salinel ’93 
Christina Mercado 
Isidoros Mereos 
Alfredo R. Mesa ’06 n
Julianne Mesa 
Gabriella Messina 
Ekaterina Mestre • 
Melinda A. Meyer ’02 • 

Joe Micatrotto 
Joanne Michael 
James P. Mickle and 

Tracy E. Mickle • n
Marie M. Mihalik 
Jorge Milanes 
David Milite 
Anne Miller 
Debra A. Miller, Esq. ’80 

and Harry Miller n
Howard R. Miller • n
Ken Miller 
Lee Miller 
Mary L. Miller ’90 • n
Ra Miller ’74 • 
Christopher J. Mills ’74 

and Sandra Mills • n
DeEtta Mills, Ph.D.
Lillian F. Mills and 

James P. Mills 
Israel H. Milton 
Janet Min 
Amir Mirmiran, Ph.D.• n
Alma O. Miro and 

Antonio Miro n
Sharon Miskit 
Alfred Mitat ’07 • n
Elizabeth Mitchelll 
Marijean and  

Rafael Miyar 
Sherry Mizumoto 
Majeed Mohammed 
Osama Mohammed 
Thomas Mohan 
Mirjam G. Moise ’94 • 
Daniel B. Molina ’09 • 
Phoebe L. Moll ’00 • 
Perry Mollick 
Clark F. Molster ’91 • n
Raul Moncarz and  

Elisa Moncarz n
Sandra K. Money and 

John S. Money n
Marcel Monnar ’03  

and Michelle M. 
Monnar ’01 • 

Sandra L. Montenegro 
Jaqueline J. Monterrey ’10 • 
Allen Montgomery ’06 
Kevin Monti 
Eugene K. Montoya 
Sarah A. Montrichard ’07 • 
Myrna Moonan-Diaz • 
Tonja Moore and Gary 

W. Moore • 
Terry D. Moore- 

Butcher ’91 • 
Carlos Morales ’00 • 
Jovina Morales ’98 • n
Kathleen Morales 
Matthew B. Moran • 
Olivier Moreax 
Esther L. Moreno, Esq. 

’95 and Carlos A. 
Ramirez Moreno 

Gilda Moreno 
Jenny Moreno 
Jose G. Moreno • n
Jessica M. Morffi • 
Hilda C. Morgade ’74 
Patricia W. Morgan 

’85 and Richard A. 
Morgan, Esq. • n

Tina Morgan 
Valerie A. Morgan ’91 

’94 ’05 • n
William J. Morgan, 

Jr. and Beatrice E. 
Morgan • n

Josh Morgenstern 

Robert Morris 
Betty H. Morrow, Ph.D.
Phil Morsing 
Manuela Mueller n
Alicia Mullery 
Clive Mullings 
Michael J. Muniz 
Mireya A. Muniz ’77 • n
Nicolas J. Muniz ’86 n
Janice C. Munoz ’85 

and Luis E. Munoz • 
Mary M. Munroe ’99 • n
Latha R. Murali ’93 
Davide Murdocca 
Gary R. Murphy ’77 and 

Sandra E. Murphy • n
Thomas A. Murphy ’87 

and Patricia A. Murphy • 
Tom c Murphy 
Edward Murray 
Darlene J. Murrell ’82 • n
Matthew R. Murrell ’10 • n
Richard S. Myers ’78, 

MS ’80 • n
William D. Myers ’80 
Wissam S. Naamani ’84 • 
Jonathan M. Nadler n
Judy Nagai 
Albert H. Nahmad 
Farid Naib 
Mary Nair • 
Yvette Naranjo 
Dustin Nason 
Patricia S. Nassif n
Alvin Naterpaul ’10 • 
Kenneth Nathan 
Eduardo Navarro 
Victor L. Navarro ’04 • n
Juan C. Navas ’92 • n
Surekha J. Navlakha 

’75 and Jainendra K. 
Navlakha 

Timothy Neal 
Luis A. Necuze ’87 and 

Ana Maria Necuze 
Marina Nedic n
Arlena-Ann B. Neff ’78 

and Herman Neff 
Sholom Neistein • n
Linda O. Nelms ’92 and 

Darrell Miles • n
Michael A. Nelson, USA 

(Ret.) ’81 and Tona 
M. Nelson • 

Igor A. Nemalceff ’91 • 
Albert Nemeth n
Leeanne Neri 
Malcolm H. Neuwahl 
Casey M. Neville • 
Greg Ngo 
Anna Nguyen 
Tram Nguyen 
Cindy Niad hannah 
Carmen S. Nieves ’00 n
June L. Nino ’00 ’06 • n
Inge Nissen and  

Philip Bennett n
Tamara and Daniel Nixon n
Jamil Nizam 
Marta Nizam 
Martha Nogueras,Ph.D. • n
Lenore Nolan- Ryan 
Cesar A. Nolasco ’04 • n
Martha Norato 
Fernando G. Noriega, 

Ph.D.
Bonita Norman 
Lesley A. Northup, 

Ph.D.and Dayle 
Peck • n
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Stefan Nowicki n
Anthony Nunez 
Jeanette M. Nunez ’94 • 
Jessica Nusbaum 
Nancy Nye 
Ellen R. O’Bannon ’82 and 

Sean R. O’Bannon • n
Debra L. O’Brien ’75 • 
Patrick O’Byrne 
Eugenio L. Ochoa ’91 and 

Susana Rodriguez • 
Teresa C. Ochoa-Delgado ’95 

and Mario A. Delgado • n
George O’Connell 
John O’Connor 
Jaime H. Odabachian 
Craig O’Donnell 
Mayowa Odusanya ’09 n
Jonathan H. Oei ’92 
Sheila O’Grady 
Yamile Ojeda 
Ada E. Oliva ’96 • 
Jeanne Olofson 
Sandy O’Neil 
Michael Oppelt 
Gary P. Opper ’83 and  

Lori A. Opper • 
Nelly C. Ore ’05 • 
John Orefice 
Bruce Orosz and  

Kathryn Orosz 
Yandy Orozco ’06 n
Ernest Orphanos 
Kenneth R. Orr ’77  

and  
Anita B. Orr • 

Damaris Ortea 
Silvia M. Ortiz ’98 
Sherifat J. Orukotan, ARNP ’77 
Barbara A. Ossip 
Michelle O. Otero Valdes, 

Esq. ’89 and Manuel F. 
Valdes, Esq. ’88 • n

Randi Ott 
Jennifer C. Oxendine ’06 
Mahmut Ozturk ’00 • 
Fernando Padilla • 
Eduardo Padron, Sr. ’81 and 

Blanca R. Padron ’81 • n
Hector Pagan n
Cary L. Painceira-Ballesteros ’85 

and Frank Ballesteros • n
Ignacio A. Palacio ’97 and 

Dulce M. Palacio ’93 n
Radesh R. Palakurthi ’88 • n
Joseph W. Pallot, Esq.  

and Linda Pallot 
Aarti A. Pandit ’06 • 
Jose L. Paret ’96 • 
Leonard F. Parker and 

Barbara Parker 
William L. Parker ’93 and 

Rebecca P. Parker ’93 
Luca Parlanti 
Leonard Parrella 
Omar M. Pasalodos, MD  

and Lisa Pasalodos 
Beverly Pascucci 
David Pastor ’04 • 
Nilesh G. Patel, ’03 and 

Jagruti N. Patel • n
Edgar Patiño, MD 
Carol A. Patsdaughter 
John C. Patterson • n
Richard Patterson ’00 
Gerd Paukner and  

Herdis Paukner 
Clinton Payne 
Jason Payne 

Rebeca Payo • n
John W. Payson 
Luz M. Paz ’04 
Laura M. Pedre ’87 • 
Vanessa Pedrianes 
Victor J. Pelaez ’05 • 
Diana Pella 
Bridget Pelster 
Adrian Pena 
Maritza Pena ’94 
Ana B. Pena-Talavera ’83 • n
Raymond D. Penland ’96 • n
Shirley W. Penna ’86 • n
Jonathan Penner 
Jose L. Pere 
Adriana Pereira ’05 • n
Aimee Y. Perez ’08 
Ambarina A. Perez ’90 and 

Dario A. Perez • n
Carl Perez 
Diana Perez 
Diane Perez ’09 
Emerson A. Perez 
Gilbert Perez, CPA ’97 and 

Suzanne M. Perez • 
Julio C. Perez, Esq. ’89 n
Lauren N. Perez ’10 • 
Lissette Perez 
Luis A. Perez, Esq. ’81 • 
Luis D. Perez ’03 
Mario A. Perez, Jr. ’76 n
Ricardo Perez • 
Victoria Perez-Galan 
Julissa A. Perez-Maria ’96 

and Mario D. Maria • n
Perla Periut, MD 
Paula Perlis 
Steven Perlman • 
Michael Perrin 
Lan anh Perry 
Lindy Peskin • 
Robert M. Peskin ’81 and 

Donna L. Peskin • n
Hieu V. Pham ’97 • 
Kathleen T. Pham ’87 and 

Hung D. Pham ’86 • n
Senenne R. Philippon ’92 and 

Marc J. Philippon • n
Ashley Phillips ’08 • 
Kevin Phillips 
Ramona Phillips n
Roger Picard 
Kristina Pickard 
Cristina M. Piedra ’95 • n
Michael A. Pierce 
Elizabeth Pines 
Fernando Pinheiro • n
Paul Pino 
David L. Pita ’08 
Hal R. Pitts ’01 and  

Penny L. Pitts • n
Melanie E. Pitts ’96 
Karen E. Pividal ’85 • 
Cheryl D. Plotkin 
Richard S. Pluta and  

Deborah L. Pluta 
Jonathan Plutzik 
Allen Pogodzinski 
Cindy S. Polo ’04 • n
Jennifer Pombo 
Alex Pompa ’01 
Mercedes M. Ponce • n
Francisco R. Pool ’08 • 
Kristina L. Pope ’05 
Mary Ann Portell 
Iovana B. Posada ’00 • 
Glenn Poskocil 
Brooke Posner 
Stephen P. Posse • 

Jackie Pounds 
Lisa Powell 
Melanie Prapopoulos 
Megan Prats 
Thomas Pratt 
Thomas Pratt 
James Prattas 
Nicole Prefontaine 
Lily Prellezo ’97 and  

Steve Prellezo • 
Charlotte Prescott 
T. Gene Prescott • n
Thomas A. Previty ’79 • n
Cheryl L. Price ’09 and  

Don D. Price 
Diana M. Price ’91 and  

Tom W. Price • 
Hector Prieto 
Laurie Primar 
Norris Primeaux 
Edward A. Proenza 
Sharon E. Proenza ’93 • 
Pascal Prophete ’88 • n
Beverly A. Prosper ’85 • n
Richard A. Provencher ’74 • n
Angela T. Puentes-Leon, Esq. 

’98 and Jesse Leon ’03 • 
Alfredo Pujol 
Anonymous • n
Reyne Ann Quakenbush ’93 • 
Harold Queen 
Marlene D. Quincoces ’06 • 
Barbara V. Quinoa n
Kerlin A. Quintyn ’99 ’00 MS ’05 • n
Juan Quiroz • 
Eileen Rabbath 
Heather L. Radi-Bermudez 

’06 and Mark Bermudez • 
Martina-Louise Radix ’08 • 
Robert Radler 
Vamshi Mohan Rallabhandy ’04 
Joseph Ramdial ’80 ’06 • n
Aaron C. Ramiro ’06 • 
Francisco Ramos, Jr., Esq. ’93 

and Ana M. Ramos ’93 • n
Patricia S. Ramsay ’80 • n
Travis W. Ramsey • n
Chalamalasetty V. Rao 
Juan Raposo 
Ryan S. Raposo ’06 • n
Claudia Rapp 
John P. Rasquin ’94 • n
Brian A. Raue and  

Patricia A. Stauffer n
Alexander F. Ravelo ’07 • n
Stuart W. Ray and  

Robin T. Ray 
Christine Raymond 
John Reddick ’01 
Nellista Reid • 
Joan S. Remington, JD and 

Edward Remington • n
Michael Rempe 
Jennifer Remy, Esq. ’01 • n
Gustavo A. Rendon • 
Adriana B. Repaci ’94 • 
Maribel Resende 
Honey W. Revitz 
Kevin P. Reynolds ’85 and 

Leslie A. Reynolds • n
Kirill Reznik, Esq. ’95 • n
Jane Ribley 
David M. Rice ’94, ’95 • n
Jennifer H. Richards, Ph.D.n
Laurie L. Richardson, Ph.D.n
Robin Richardson 
John Richman 
Vinson Richter 
Carlos Rico • 

John Riddle 
Scott Ridlen 
Rick Riesgo 
David M. Rifkind and  

Holly A. Zickler • n
Ricky W. Rike ’03 • 
Teri Rios 
Leila Ripich 
Michael A. Riskin ’00 and 

Nyrka Riskin • n
Ana M. Rius ’96 
David J. Riusech ’87 and 

Zeida Riusech • n
Shirley G. Rivera, ’88 and 

Charles W. Rivera • 
Venus Rivera 
Yamil Rivera • 
Jorge J. Rivero ’74 and  

Celia Rivero • n
Patricia Rivero ’95, ’09 n
Meryl W. Rivett ’79 and 

Timothy Rivett • 
John R. Rizzo ’93 • n
Eduardo Robayna ’92 
Diane M. Robbins ’89 and 

Jon M. Robbins • n
Angie M. Roberts ’81 and 

Roger Nodarse • n
Ann-marie Roberts 
Kim Roberts 
Laurie Roberts 
Nancy E. Roberts ’77 and 

Richard P. Roberts • n
Michael Robertson 
Steven D. Robinson and 

Joyce Robinson n
Alicia M. Robles, Esq. ’98 • n
Jose L. Roces ’03 and 

Kristhine A. Pego ’02 • n
Meri-Jane Rochelson, 

Ph.D.and Joel A. Mintz n
Kama N. Rodgers ’04 • 
Neal Rodgers 
Cary Rodriguez ’07 • 
Desiree M. Rodriguez ’04 and 

Javier Rodriguez, Jr. • n
Gabriel D. J. Rodriguez ’96 and 

Maria M. Rodriguez ’99 • 
Marisabel A. Rodriguez ’05, 

MIB ’08 and Javier M. 
Rodriguez ’04 • n

Javier Rodriguez, ’90 and 
Katherine Rodriguez • 

Maile Rodriguez 
Manuel M. Rodriguez, III ’01 • n
Raul V. Rodriguez ’81 • n
Richard D. Rodriguez ’90 • 
Sarah E. Rodriguez ’08 
Xiuramys Rodriguez ’06 • n
Yolanda Rodriguez ’07 • n
Ana I. Rodriguez Perez ’10 • 
Maritza I. Rodriguez-
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By Martin Haro ’05
Walk into the U.S. Century Bank’s Tamiami 

branch and there is no mistaking that you 

are in Panther Territory.

Signage in the branch at the corner of 

S.W. 87th Avenue and 8th Street declares 

U.S. Century is now a partner in education 

with FIU. An FIU logo is prominently 

displayed inside and blue-and-gold athletic 

schedules may be found near deposit slips. 

Casual Friday has given way to FIU Pride 

Day, with bank staff – especially those 

who attended the university or have family 

currently attending – donning their FIU gear.

Octavio Hernández ’74 is the Torch Award– 

winning vice chairman, president and CEO of 

U.S. Century Bank. In 2002, he co-founded 

the bank, which, like FIU, has grown by leaps 

and bounds to become a community leader. 

Today, the bank employs more than 20 FIU 

alumni at its 25 South Florida branches. They 

include Executive Vice President of corporate 

lending George Bermudez ’03, Executive Vice 

President of global banking Oscar Gomez ’75,  

and Brickell branch Vice President Ruth 

Jimenez ’01.

Hernández has remained a loyal supporter 

of his alma mater, most recently with a 

naming gift to FIU Athletics, which helped 

fund improvements to the university’s arena 

at Modesto A. Maidique Campus. He is 

also featured in FIU’s new Worlds Ahead 

commercial, which aired on local television 

this spring.

When FIU Senior Vice President Sandra 

Gonzalez-Levy approached Hernández and 

U.S. Century Senior Marketing Director 

Ileana Carrera Portal ’99 about showing their 

pride in FIU in a big, bold way, they agreed 

to make U.S. Century Bank a torchbearer 

in FIU’s Pantherization initiative, an effort to 

dress up the university’s neighborhoods in 

blue and gold.

“The histories of FIU and our community 

are intertwined – they have changed 

enormously over the years,” Hernández 

said. “The two reflect each other, and U.S. 

Century has very strong ties and has made a 

very strong commitment to both.”

The Tamiami branch was the first to be 

Pantherized last fall due to its proximity 

to MMC. Since then, three other branches 

have been brought on board, with the 

bank’s Doral headquarters and Aventura 

branch coming soon.

“We have a claim on the word ’Panther’ – 

we’ve taken ownership of it in this community,” 

Gonzalez-Levy said. “By partnering up with 

U.S Century Bank, which is led by an FIU 

alumnus, we let people know visually that our 

reach goes beyond the four corners of our 

campus.”

U.S. Century Bank employees have 

welcomed Pantherization.

“People are excited and happy to see 

FIU’s presence at the bank,” said Tamiami VP 

branch manager Raquel Benitez, whose son is 

pursuing an education degree at the university. 

“We’ve gotten a lot of new FIU business…

students who think this is cool.”

With U.S. Century Bank leading the way, FIU 

is pursuing Pantherization efforts with other 

area businesses and organizations.

FIU banners are flying along the main roads 

in the city of Sweetwater, just to the north of 

FIU. The Publix store across from MMC sells 

FIU gear and has FIU posters. Also, last fall 

FIU hosted its first FIU Shopping Day at the 

Dolphin Mall to promote FIU gear sales and 

give shoppers a chance to have their photo 

taken with Roary and the Dazzlers.

If you’re interested in Pantherizing your business, call the 
Division of External Relations at 305-348-7235.

As FIU “Pantherizes” the areas around its campuses, U.S. Century Bank 
leads the way by partnering in this community development initiative

FIU President Mark Rosenberg and U.S. Century Bank President and CEO Octavio Hernandez ’74 celebrate the “Pantherization” of U.S. Century Bank. Photos by Ivan Santiago ’00
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Dear FIU alumni family and friends:

FIU had a tremendous year in 2010. 

The end-of-year football bowl victory was 

a perfect way to usher in a great 2011.

I’ve known Mario Cristobal for more 

than 20 years, and I was ecstatic when 

he joined FIU as our head football coach. 

He brought with him a team of dedicated 

coaches, including Alex Mirabal, whom 

I’ve also known most of my life. Having 

seen Mario’s passion for the game and 

knowing his work ethic, I knew that 

combination would be perfect for FIU. I 

never lost faith in the first years of Mario’s tenure, believing that a great team 

isn’t built overnight. The success the football team experienced this past 

season demonstrated the tangible example of what is yet to come.

As an alumnus, I feel tremendous pride in our football team. It’s so good to 

see their hard work be rewarded. For all alumni, this upcoming season should 

be seen as a call to action, a call to return to FIU. Be part of the pride.

In March, we will be recognizing the accomplishments of some of our 

most distinguished alumni at the 10th Annual Torch Awards Gala.  Their 

accomplishments and leadership will be celebrated as they join the prestigious 

group of previous Torch Awards recipients. As the Alumni Association president, 

I would love to see you there to celebrate with us.

In the Spirit of Blue and Gold,

Jack González ’97

FROM THE ALUMNI  
ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT FIU 2010-’11 
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now a delegate of the Maryland General 

Assembly, began efforts in the late 1990s to 

charter the chapter and serve as its founding 

president. Ricardo Lasso ’92, of Lasso and 

Lasso Attorneys at Law in Washington, D.C., 

continued Reznick’s work and served as the 

chapter’s second president.  

Today there are more than 

1,200 alumni in the Maryland, 

Virginia and Washington, D.C. 

area and the chapter has a 

board of directors and more 

than 100 active members.

The weekend ended on 

Saturday at the University of 

Maryland Byrd Stadium as the 

Panthers took on the Tarps for 

one of the football season’s first games. The 

FIU section was packed and loud as alumni 

got to watch their beloved Panthers front and 

center. 

Special thanks for making the weekend a 

success go out to FIU Athletics, FIU Federal 

Relations, FIU External Relations, FIU Donor 

Relations, FIU Alumni Association, South 

Beach Wine and Food Festival, Frank Pena 

‘99 of The FJP Group, Maria Aguado ‘05 

of Barceló Hotels and Resorts, Monique 

Hamaty-Simmonds ‘96 of Tortuga Imports 

and Geico Auto Insurance.

To get in touch with the FIU DC Capital 

Panthers, email: DCCapitalPanthers@gmail.

com or contact your FIU Alumni Association 

at 1-800-FIU-ALUM.

On Friday, hundreds gathered by the 

pool of the Donovan House Hotel rooftop 

overlooking D.C.’s Logan Circle to network, 

engage and celebrate FIU. President Mark 

B. Rosenberg addressed the packed house, 

encouraging alumni to do their part in telling 

the FIU story and inviting them to come 

home and experience today’s FIU. After 

watching the video FIU in 2020 there was no 

convincing left to do. Alumni, many of whom 

had not been on campus since graduation, 

were shocked to see the university’s growth 

and future plans.    

Just as surprised was FIU’s delegation 

of administrators, faculty and staff, who 

quickly realized the diversity and star power 

of D.C.’s alumni.  From undersecretaries, 

chiefs of staff and press secretaries, to 

small business owners, attorneys, non-profit 

managers and military personnel, FIU’s 

alumni in our nation’s capital truly are worlds 

ahead.  

The D.C. Chapter was established in 1997, 

making it the oldest out-of-state chapter of 

the Alumni Association.  Kirill Reznik ’95, 

When the Capital Panthers Alumni Chapter 

Board chose D.C.’s swanky Donovan House 

Hotel rooftop as the venue for a cocktail 

reception, we did so thinking fondly of the 

crisp autumn weather that falls over the 

nation’s capital right around mid-September.  

We selected a menu reflective of FIU’s 

diversity, decorated the 

modern space with FIU 

paraphernalia and dropped 

items like rum cakes and 

domino sets in the gift bags.  

It was all done with one goal 

in mind: to transport alumni 

home, right back to FIU.  

From Sept. 23-25, FIU 

hosted its Weekend in 

Washington.  And we got more than we 

bargained for because the weather was just 

like in Miami -- hot and humid.  The weather 

did not stop more than 200 alumni, university 

officials, FIU supporters and some of the 

White House and Capitol Hill’s finest from 

kicking off football weekend by celebrating in 

true Panther style.  

The FIU Weekend in Washington began 

Thursday when a delegation of alumni 

and university administrators and faculty 

met with members of the U.S. House of 

Representatives’ South Florida Delegation, 

the U.S. Senate, federal agencies and 

President Barack Obama’s administration to 

advocate for FIU and engage in advancing 

the FIU federal agenda. Even Roary made it 

to the Capitol steps.  

Alumni celebrate FIU Weekend 
in Washington, D.C.

By Adriana Pereira ’05
Past President, Capital Panthers Alumni Chapter

“From undersecretaries, chiefs of staff and 
press secretaries, to small business owners, 
attorneys, non-profit managers and military 
personnel, FIU’s alumni in our nation’s 
capital truly are worlds ahead.”
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FIU alumni and friends of the university gathered on the steps of the U.S. Capitol last fall 
during the FIU weekend in Washington, D.C. Front row: Elena Balsinde ’06, FIU Alumni 
Relations; Taylor Prochnow ’10, FIU Federal Relations intern; Alina Gonzalez, MMC SGA 
vice president; Lori Ann Cox ’97, MBA ‘01, FIU Community Relations; Carlos Becerra’98, 
FIU Federal Relations; U.S. Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen ’75, MS ’87; U.S. Rep. Lincoln 
Diaz-Balart, U.S. Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart. Middle row: Adriana Pereira ’05, FIU Govern-
mental Relations; Jacqueline Penalver ’09; Frank Pena ‘99, Alumni Association Board; 
Nick Autiello ’11; U.S. Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz; J.C. Alexander ’04; Duane Wiles, 
FIU Alumni Relations. Top Row: Cesar Gonzalez ’97, chief of staff to U.S. Rep. Mario 
Diaz-Balart; Bill Draughon, FIU Alumni Relations; John Stack, Director of FIU School of 
International and Public Relations; Alex Rodriguez ’07; Alberto Padron ’98, MBA ’09, 
Alumni Association Board; professor David Twigg and Roary.

Photo courtesy of FIU Office of Governmental Relations 
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today because you are graduates, and you 

are critical tomorrow because you are going 

to help us tell the story of what has been 

accomplished here.”

Each year, a number of the attendees at 

Silver Pride are alumni who haven’t visited 

campus for many years. That was the case 

for husband and wife Joan Kittridge ’78 and 

David Kittridge MBA ’79. Neither has been to 

FIU since they graduated.

“I got an email saying, ‘Isn’t it time you 

came back? It’s been a long time,’” said Mrs. 

Kittridge. “It came to my heart.”

The couple said they were glad they came. 

“From the two buildings and runway we used 

to park on, it’s definitely changed for the 

better,” Mr. Kittridge said.

Trustees Chairman Al Dotson.  “It’s always 

good to go home, isn’t it?” he said. “We’ve 

tried to keep the home fires burning so you 

have a place to come back to.” 

President Mark Rosenberg briefed alumni 

on the growth the university will see in the 

coming decade.  FIU will spend $10 billion on 

instruction and research and $500 million on 

new facilities, he said. 

“We will graduate another 100,000 

students who are going to be leaders in this 

state, who are going to be leaders in this 

nation,” he said.

Rosenberg reminded the group of the 

important role they have as alumni.  “You 

are critical to FIU. You were critical then 

because you were students. You are critical 

m  ore than 100 people gathered at 

this year’s Alumni Association Silver 

Pride Reunion to remember their time at FIU 

and celebrate the university’s progress. The 

day-long reunion took place during the largest 

Homecoming celebration in FIU’s history and 

ended with a thrilling FIU football victory.

FIU alumnus Nelson Mendez ’81 traveled 

all the way from Norway to attend the reunion, 

which honored alumni from 1985 and earlier. 

“We had four buildings at the time,” he said of 

his days as a student. “It’s beautiful, but it’s 

going to be more beautiful in 10 years. You 

have to remember where you are coming from 

and where you are going.”

The 25 inductees into Silver Pride were 

given a warm welcome by FIU Board of 

By Deborah O’Neil MA ’09

Silver Pride Reunion stirs memories of yesterday and excitement about the future
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CLASS NOTES
was part of the Hyatt Summerfield Suites El 
Segundo in Los Angeles.

Nestor F. Mendoza ’96 and 
Michelle Nunez-Mendoza 
’03 welcomed a baby girl on 
Aug. 27. Camila Marie, who 
weighed 6.11 lbs. and 
measured 19.5 inches, joins 
big sister Zara Michelle, 4. 

Jose Antonio Hernandez-
Solaun ’98 is president and 
founding member of the 
Mango Consulting Group and 
chairman of the Hernandez-
Solaun Foundation. He 
recently was appointed to the 

board of directors of the American Diabetes 
Association and the MIT Enterprise Forum of 
South Florida. Hernandez-Solaun is married to 
his wife, Aubrey, and is father to Jose Antonio 
Jr., a.k.a. “Joey, 2.

Brian J. Rynott ’99 was promoted to vice 
president of risk management with AWAS, a 
large commercial aircraft leasing company 
with more than 200 aircrafts. Rynott remains 
based at the company’s global headquarters in 
Dublin, Ireland.

1970s

Ana M. Guillen ’75, the vice 
president of the Florida Society 
of Enrolled Agents, received 
the group’s Excellence in 
Public Awareness Award last 
summer in recognition of her 
significant contributions to the 

organization and outstanding service in the 
area of public awareness.

1980s

 Cynthia J. Dienstag, Esq. ’83, a 
marital and family law attorney with more than 
22 years of experience, was recognized by 
Florida Trend magazine as a member of the 
Florida Legal Elite for the fifth consecutive 
year. Dienstag is a member of the FIU Alumni 
Association board of directors.

Stephanie E. Petrosky ’87 
has been named executive 
director for A Classic 
Residence by Hyatt in 
Plantation, Fla. Petrosky 
recently completed a master’s 
in health care administration at 

Capella University.

1990s

Juan C. Martinez, Esq. ’91, an attorney 
with GrayRobinson, saw his “hard work, 
dedication and professionalism” recognized by 
the South Florida Legal Guide, which named 
him one of the 2010 Top Lawyers. Martinez 
specializes in commercial and real estate 
litigation.

 Maria Yip, CPA ’91, recently expanded 
the operations of her Yip Associates, a South 
Florida-based forensic accounting and 
corporate restructuring firm, into Jacksonville. 
Yip is a member of the FIU School of 
Accounting Advisory Board.

Peter Stanham MBA ’93, a 
17-year airline veteran, was 
named American Airlines’ 
managing director of finance 
for Mexico, the Caribbean and 
Latin America. He is 
responsible for financial 

management, business planning and 
procurement and accounting in 34 countries. 

Former FIU Athletes Amanda ’05, 
MS ’07 and David Tabor ’05, MS 
’07 say FIU helped shaped their future 

personally and professionally.

“FIU laid the foundation for two former 

athletes to marry, have dependable 

careers, a lovely home, great friends, 

two dogs and a precious little daughter,” 

Amanda said.

David, a football player, and Amanda, 

a soccer player, met in the FIU student-

athlete weight room in 2002. He 

remembers turning to one of his friends 

and saying, “She’s going to be mine,” 

and walking up to Amanda on the incline 

bench press and asking her if she needed a spot.

“From that point we dated and now, nine years later, we are married and have a beautiful 

daughter, Nevaeh Grace,” she said. “We now live in the Tampa Bay area and both work in public 

service.”

David is a Hillsborough County Sheriff deputy and Amanda is an ESE teacher.

“We miss our days living at the University Towers and all of the campus activities,” they wrote. 

“We would never trade our time at FIU for anything. We made such great friends who we now call 

our FIU family and feel blessed to have found each other during our collegiate years.”

He previously served as senior manager of 
business planning. Stanham is a founding 
member of the FIU College of Business 
Administration’s Career Management Services 
Advisory Board.

 Alex Perdomo ’92, MS ’94, a longtime 
FPL employee, was recognized with the 
company’s Volunteer of the Year award for his 
work as volunteer soccer coach and his efforts 
on behalf of the Alpha Kappa Psi Business 
Fraternity.

 Ivan J. Parron, Esq. ’94, JD ’05, an 
attorney and principal of Parron & Associates, 
P.L., a Miami Beach entertainment, media and 
sports law firm, was elected to the executive 
committee of the Florida Bar’s Entertainment, 
Arts and Sports Law Section, serving as officer 
and treasurer. He also was appointed to the 
Miami-Dade County Film and Entertainment 
Advisory Board and the City of Miami Beach 
Film and Entertainment Production Industry 
Counsel.

Toshiyuki Goto ’96 joined the Hyatt 
Regency Tamaya Resort & Spa, located 
between Albuquerque and Santa Fe, N.M. 
Goto, who has spent 12 years in sales in 
the travel and tourism industry, previously 

 Alumni Association Member
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2000s

Mireya I. Bender ’00 gave 
birth to a baby girl named Mia 
Chase Bender on May 14.

Jeffrey Elliott ’00 recently published his first 
book, Complete Book of Knife Skills.

Jorge V. Grossmann ’00 received a 
fellowship from the John Simon Guggenheim 
Memorial Foundation. Grossmann is an 
assistant professor of composition at Ithaca 
College in New York. For more information on 
the composer, visit shadowofthevoices.com.

Allan G. Phipps MS ’00, the 2011 
Broward County Teacher of the Year, won 
the Presidential Award for Excellence in 
Mathematics and Science Teaching and 
recently was recognized for his achievements 
at the White House. Phipps, a South 
Plantation High School environmental science 
teacher, was the only teacher in South Florida 
to receive the honor.

 Naida M. Torres ’00, a 
fully licensed health, life, 
disability and variable annuities 
agent from the Florida 
Department of Insurance and a 
partner with AM Insurance 
Services, was elected to the 

Coral Gables Chamber of Commerce board of 
directors. Torres is president of the Business 
Networking International, Coral Gables Chapter 
and a member of the board of directors and 
treasurer of the Women’s Chamber of 
Commerce of Miami-Dade.

 Manuel Rodriguez ’01 
joined Avila Rodriguez 
Hernandez Mena & Ferri LLP, a 
Florida business and litigation 
law firm, as an associate in the 
corporate and financial 
services practice areas. 

Rodriguez counsels domestic and foreign 
clients in complex matters relating to general 
and asset-backed finance, cross-border and 
domestic mergers and acquisitions and 
corporate governance matters.

Christine Denton ’06 
and Robert Barrueco 
’99, MBA ’06 went on 

a first date to Gibraltar at 

the Grove Isle Hotel a little 

more than two years ago. 

Theirs was a blind date, 

set up by a mutual friend. 

They quickly fell in love, 

and the resort is where he 

proposed and where the 

couple tied the knot on 

Feb. 12. FIU, though, also 

played a part in the wedding planning: The proud Panthers could not think of a better place 

than their alma mater when it came to finding the perfect location to take their engagement 

photos. Christine, a former SGA president, Homecoming Queen, peer advisor and president 

of Alpha Xi Delta, is a successful regional director for Mary Kay, and Robert is owner and 

president of his own full-service Web solutions firm, Yuca Productions. Congratulations!

Tae Y. Shin ’01 has joined 
the Orlando office of Roetzel 
AS as an associate attorney. 
Shin’s practice focuses in 
corporate law, mergers and 
acquisitions, business 
taxation and business 

succession planning. He has represented 
closely held companies, individuals and 
corporations in transactions ranging from 
$200,000 to $40 million. He also handles 
matters involving executive compensation 
and estate planning. In 2009, Shin was 
named a “Rising Star” by Florida Super 
Lawyers magazine. 

Adrian Alfonso ’02, MS 
’03 was named tax director 
at Perez-Abreu, Aguerrebere, 
Sueiro & Torres, P.L., a 
certified public accountants 
and consultants firm. Alfonso 
specializes in medium-to-

large corporate and individual high-net-
worth clients and family-owned corporate 
and partnership entities.

Victor Romano Ph.D. ’02 
is an assistant professor of 
sociology at Barry University. 
Romano recently was elected 
secretary of the executive 
committee of the HOPE, Inc., 
board of directors. HOPE’s 

mission is to fight housing discrimination in 
Miami-Dade and Broward counties and to 
ensure equal housing opportunities 
throughout Florida.

Benny J. Gonzalez ’03 has joined the 
Chase South Florida middle-market banking 
team as vice president, covering the Miami-
Dade and Monroe markets. Prior to joining 
Chase, Gonzalez was a vice president at 
Wachovia/ Wachovia Securities.

 Sandra Rodriguez Barron MFA 
’03 joined a number of authors, including 
Salman Rushdie, Naomi Klein, Jennifer Egan 
and Rosanne Cash, in the lineup of the 2010 
Brooklyn Book Festival last September. 
Fellow Panther Dennis Lehane ’01 also 
participated in the one-day event.

Jose L. Roces ’03 a member of the 
FIU Alumni Association board of directors, 
recently became director of Sales & 
Marketing at Corporate Caterers.

Alma M. De Rojas MA ’04 recently was 
promoted to director of Writing and Editorial 
Services at FIU’s University Advancement.

 Sean P. Gazitua ’04 and Emely Gazitua 
welcomed their first child, a son named 
Gavin Mateo Gazitua, on July 15. The baby 
boy weighed 7.4 lbs. and measured 19.2 
inches.

Andrea R. Carcamo, MD 
’05 graduated from the West 
Virginia School of 
Osteopathic Medicine with a 
doctorate in osteopathic 
medicine last May.

Photo by Maloman Photographers
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A. Sheila (Janati) Oretsky, Esq. ’05 was 
recently married.

Hatzel A. Vela ’05 is a 
reporter at KNXV-TV, the ABC 
affiliate in Phoenix, Ariz. Vela 
made an 85-market jump from 
WCSC-TV, the CBS affiliate in 
Charleston, S.C., where he 
worked for four years. While 

at FIU, he was twice named editor-in-chief of 
The Beacon, the student newspaper.

Andrew Carbon ’06, MS ’10, a Jackson 
Health System Ira Clark Jackson Graduate 
Scholarship recipient, graduated top of 
his class with a 3.95 GPA and a master’s 
in human resource management in the 
FIU College of Business Administration’s 
Chapman Graduate School. During 
graduation, Carbon was voted by his 
classmates as the best all-around student 
and recognized with a Citizenship Award. 
He works at Miami-Dade College as the 
supervisor of admissions and registration at 
the North Campus.

Krista Casazza Ph.D. ’06 
received the 2010 Huddleson 
Award. The Mary P. Huddleson 
Memorial Award recognizes an 
outstanding article published 
in the Journal of the American 

Fine arts alumna Jillian Mayer ’07 took the Big Apple by storm 

recently when her “Scenic Jogging” short was featured as a Top 

25 selection for the first-ever YouTube Play: A Creative Video 

Biennial at the Guggenheim Museums. The rising performance 

artist’s 79-second video was chosen by a panel of judges from a 

pool of more than 20,000 international submissions that arrived 

over the summer.

The videos were present at the Guggenheim Museums in New 

York, Bilbao, Berlin, and Venice in October 2010.

“Getting picked to be in the Top 25 out of all these submissions 

by YouTube, Google, Laurie Anderson, Animal Collective, Darren 

Aronofsky, Ryan McGinley, Marilyn Minter, Takashi Murakami 

and Guggenheim chief curator Nancy Spector can make one feel 

extremely special and excited to be alive,” Mayer said. “Video art 

is a pretty new medium and I am looking forward to seeing how it 

will be pushed.”

Mayer’s video sees her “sprinting down a desolate Miami street 

at night, racing to keep up with naturalistic imagery projected 

onto passing buildings.”

Dietetic Association. Casazza is an alumna of 
the FIU Dietetics and Nutrition Ph.D. Program.

Justin R. Cohen ’07 recently completed 
U.S. Navy basic training at Recruit Training 
Command in Great Lakes, Ill. During the eight-
week program, Cohen completed a variety 
of training that included classroom study and 
practical instruction on naval customs, first 
aid, firefighting, water safety and survival and 
shipboard and aircraft safety.

Juan C. Cuba ’07 has been 
a member of the Office of 
Urban Affairs in the White 
House, where he currently 
serves as assistant to the 
director, since June 2009. 
Before joining the 

administration, Cuba worked for then Sen. 
Obama’s presidential campaign as regional field 
director for Miami-Dade and Monroe counties.

Janet Dacal ’07 will play the lead role 
in Frank Wildhorn’s Broadway-bound 
Wonderland, A New Alice this spring. The 
show, a re-interpretation of the Lewis Carroll 
classic, begins previews on the Great White 
Way on March 21 and opens on April 17.

Elizabeth Pena ’07 and Alex Madrigal ’05 
were married on June 19, 2010.

Elizabeth A. Madrigal ’07, 
MS ’10 and Alex Madrigal 
’05 were married on June 19, 
2010.

 Danai Pestana ’07 was 
named Teacher of the Year 
from Somerset Academy 
Elementary for the 2009-’10 
academic year. Pestana 
currently is pursuing a Ph.D.

Joseph J. Figel ’08 is in the 
Conservation Biology Ph.D. 
Program at the University of 
Central Florida. Figel recently 
was awarded a Wild Felid 
Legacy Scholarship and 
continues to help lead jaguar 

conservation efforts in Latin America.

Jorge E. Murillo-Zuluaga 
EMBA ’08 recently launched 
Blue Water Journeys, a 
company specializing in 
small-ship expedition cruises 
to Central and South 
America.

 Alumni Association Member
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How the program works:
1. Revo reduces your fees for processing credit cards.
2.  Revo will donate a percentage of each transaction 

back to the FIU Alumni Association in your name.

Contact Us to Start Saving 
and Donating Today

Email: fiu@revopayments.com

Call 866-REVO-411 ext. 120REVOlutionizing the way Alumni Donate

11375_ARE_RevoAd.indd   1 1/10/11   1:20 PM

Efrain F. Reyes ’10 works for the Department of Defense 
at the Naval Surface Warfare Center in Virginia where 
he interacts with the House and Senate Armed Services 
Committee on program management projects for research 
and development at the center.

Donna Goldstein Ed.D. ’92 recently received the Spirit 
of Excellence Award from the Broward Chapter of the 
American Business Women’s Association. “Dr. Donna” is a 
psychologist, author, entrepreneur and community activist. 
A regional director and certified health coach with Take 
Shape for Life, a comprehensive health program, Goldstein 
has helped hundreds of people lose thousands of pounds 
by sharing her own 65-pound weight-loss story and leading 
a team of more than 90 health coaches across the nation.

Stephen J. Temple ’76, an independent private equity 
fund manager living in Hong Kong, was a member of the 
FIU Sunblazer men’s tennis team under coach Bill Fleming. 
After graduating from FIU, Temple played professional tennis 
reaching the 280th spot on the ATP world ranking list and 
representing the New Zealand national tennis team. Temple 
says the diverse cultural backgrounds of FIU’s students 
and staff, and the study of international relations prepared 
him well for his current work managing investments in the 
emerging markets of Asia.

A new invention by FIU engineering graduate Salim 
Nasser ’04, MSME ’06 could help millions of manual 

wheelchair users increase their mobility while decreasing 

upper body, repetitive stress injuries. His breakthrough 

design called Rowheel Wheelchair Propulsion System 

captured the $20,000 grand prize in Global Design at the 

2010 Create the Future Design Contest. 

Nasser’s design was selected from nearly 1,000 

product ideas from engineers and students in 51 countries. He created 

the Rowheel system for his Senior Design class project while he was an 

undergraduate at FIU. The original design took four-and-a-half months from 

concept to prototype. 

“I thought it was a great design that someone would be able to use for their 

own health,” he said. “I polished it up and submitted it. I wasn’t expecting to win.” 

Nasser is an engineer at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center where he performs 

structural and dynamic analysis for flight hardware and ground support 

equipment. Since the award announcement, he’s begun collaborating with 

Georgia Tech’s Rehabilitation Engineering and Applied Research Laboratory to 

bring the product to market. 
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Monique Hamaty-Simmonds ’96

Profession: President and CEO of Tortuga Rum Cake, Inc.

FIU degree: Bachelor’s in Business Administration

FIU affiliations: I am a Lifetime Member of the Alumni 
Association and remain in contact with a few of my 
professors. I always support FIU both financially and 
through product donation for the many galas and functions 
that are held by the College of Business Administration and 
the Alumni Association. I will continue to support FIU in any 
way I can. I believe strongly that education is the foundation 
for your life. Knowledge is power and nobody can ever take 
your knowledge away.

Q. What are your fondest memories of FIU?
A. My fondest memory was my Entrepreneurship course. 
I remember professor Martin Luytjes Jr. well – he had a 
profound impact on the path I chose for myself. Professor 
Luytjes inspired me to be creative and unique. The 
objective of this class was to create an idea for a business 
and present both oral and written business plans. I 
actually had an invention and refused to share my idea 
until the class and the professor signed a non-disclosure 
agreement. I was that serious, and so was professor 
Luytjes, who commended me on my work. His words 
inspired me to become who I am today.

Q. What advice would you offer your fellow Panthers?
A. Having an education is of paramount importance to 
your future. Continue to work toward obtaining your 
degree and, if possible, try to expand upon that degree. 
In addition, I would like to offer this bit of advice: It is not 
always easy to sit back and listen, but I find that I learn so 
much more by doing less talking and more listening. More 
importantly, perseverance is the answer to achieving any 
goal you desire. Never allow anyone to tell you that you 
can’t do it! “Can’t” is not a word I take kindly to; in fact, I 
believe it should be removed from our vocabulary. 

Q. Why is it important to be involved with the  
Alumni Association? 
A. Every student should want to give back and create a 
better place for the next generation of students. After all, 
it was the generation before us that created a better place 
for us. Today, when I walk around the campus, I feel proud 
of the growth of FIU. The sky is the limit for FIU and I 
encourage the young alumni to get involved and support the 
university. I’m doing my small part and I hope to be able to 
do much more in the future.

Q. What is your proudest accomplishment?
A. My family. Yes, I am a proud entrepreneur, but without the 
love and support of my dear husband and our three children 
none of this would matter.

VIP: Very Important panther

Photo by Roldan Torres
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