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A Map Through Time
Virtual Historic Cities

O




Coral Gables — Virtual Historic City &
Unearthing St. Augustine’s Colonial Heritage

» What do these projects have in common?

o They were both built upon existing collections and partnerships

o They were initiated by a drive to increase user access through new
modes of discovery

o They both reach new audiences through cross-discipline content,
discoverable through a single interface

o They were both built on a common software platform, SobekCM
(developed by UF), furthering the technical collaboration between
FIU and UF




Coral Gables — Virtual Historic City

O

Partnerships

e City of Coral Gables, City Hall and the

Coral Gables H1storlcal Resources m | Q IS Ce nte r

Department - since 2005 FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

o Florida International University Digital Architecture
Collections Center (DCC) + The Arts

e Florida International University
Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
Department

e Florida International University
Department of Landscape Architecture

e University of Florida Digital Collections

(UFDC) UF

UNIVERSITY of

FLORIDA

The Foundation for The Gator Nation
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Coral Gables — Virtual Historic City

O

» Project Background

o Project plans to incorporate multiple collections from the South
Florida Region

o Advisory Board consisting of museum professionals, archivists,
library professionals, GIS experts, architects, city officials, etc.

o Coral Gables funding of initial project scope

o Successes, new partnerships, and expanding the project
« NEH and IMLS grant proposals have been submitted




History of Collaboration

Coral Gables Memory — hitp://coralgables.fiu.edu/
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http://coralgables.fiu.edu/

The Talking Book

The Talking Book is

an online interactive
book, which focuses

on the people, places, and
events that shaped the
City of Coral Gables in its
early history.

The project has two parts.
The first is a narrative
telling the story of the
City's history. The second
is a database of
photographs, texts,

and ephemera related to
the City.

Coral Gables Memory ~ Talking Book

HOME ¢ ABOUT ¢ CONTRIBUTORS « RESOURCES ¢ CORAL GANLES MEMORY ¢ SEARCH PALMM COLLECTION i@_'

Table of Contents

1 Pancers
2 Whaerse Diwarne Bevnny Nodlity
3 Dw Devidoger as Milnsrphes
& Koy da the Kingdom
S Frank ML Butsun
&1 Boom ad st
T Fil for & King
N Mavc of the La
8 The Role of Black Labsonvre
0 Tronkde m Faraden
H1 Tiswts desdd Cowrtt
12 Mre Troadde i Puradine
13 The Gt Deperssion aml the
WrA

Muumummm
Iindividoals have come o South Flarida Jooking

for a feenh wtart, but 5o doubt that such promise
s always been part of the area’s sppeal, In
1498, shortly after Henry Plagler estended his
sailroad southward from Palm Beach and the
City of Miami was born, Solomon Merrick, »
« Atk

mg1egd atthe Old Plymouth
Charch in Duxbury, Massachaseits, sat in his
snowhound Cape Cod bome mourning the loss
of his youny daughier Ruth to pneumonla
The streets outside wern veritable cany
of ke, and Ruth was amoog 40 residents whao
succtmbed 10 (e disease In the past week, Si
many hadl died and the weather was so bad that
many victims Ly still unburied.

When an old friend came to pay bis respects
and mentioecd 1o the elder Mereick that he
Fiadd just ceturned fram Flovida, 4 place which
he described im terme that would make Marca
Tolo's tales weewn tame, Merrlck had hesed
enough. e and his wife Allbea both suffered
from Quinsy, a ch form of rheamats

exacerbatod by the hamsh New England climaty,

and they had five other young children ~ how

~many more might they bose in the frigid winters

o come?

®nk Mertiek made inguicien sl 1 4
that » quarter section (160 acves) of farmland
some five miles southwest of the S00-person




A great benefit of online
publishing is the ability for
users to make connections

with additional
information sources.

The majority of the work
performed by the Digital
Collections Center at FIU

is the digitization and

dissemination of primary

source materials

(photographs, rare texts,
ephemera, oral histories,

etc.)

The talking book provided

an opportunity to make

these materials available

in a way that delivers

context for the user, and
allowing them to venture

on an information
discovery path.
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Existing Digital Collections

Coral Gables
Homes
Historical

Photographs People/Places/E  1920s — 180+
Coral Gables vents
Memory Postcards,

Ephemera Booklets, 1920s — 10+
Advertisements
Minute Books
and other
Zoning,
Development,
Advertising,
Housing

Photographs 1940S — 19508 5,000+

Texts 1925 — 1952 20+
Miami

Metropolitan Texts
Archive

1930Ss — 6




Architecture




Aerial Views




Historic Landmarks







Popular Culture




Fashion
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Legislative Minute Books




New Resources

Quantity Complted

Create audio narratives for the Coral Gables 48 landmark descriptions and associated audio
Virtual Tour, which include information about

the city’s historic landmarks

Add geospatial metadata and standardize 5000+ records, 10000+ files

temporal metadata of existing collection (Kerdyk

residential photographs as well as other digital

objects)

Digitize content for the collection (photographs 732 photographs, 1000+ files

and other ephemera) held at the Coral Gables
Historical Resources Department as well as
textual materials

Digitize maps held at the University of Miami 14

23 books, pamphlets, etc.

Digitize aerials from 1920s and on 10
Test load items into current beta digital 100 records
repository system




GIS Data

e

Historical Aerial Photographs 1920’s — 2010 at 25 Year Intervals

Sanborn Maps 1899 — 1924 Property Parcels, Streets,
Building Outlines

Historical Maps 1880-1920 Landmarks and Streets

(with Streets and Landmarks)

Vegetation Data 1820’s — Vegetation

Census Historical/Municipal Boundaries Census Places; Census Tracts from 1970 On
and Census Boundaries

NOAA Historical Hurricane Data 1926 -




Audience

O

architects
urban planners

entrepreneurs
environmental analystshistorians

communityk-1ig students

policy administrators businesses
educators south florida




Functionality

O

» Temporal tool
o sliding time bar

» Spatial tool
o display of search results on Google maps
o geo-locate all historic archive items

» Overlay tool

o scanned and rectified historical maps can be dragged onto Google
Maps interface

o transparency can be adjusted to see changes take place over time

» Virtual tour

o routing tool connects one or more historic landmarks, which has
audio, text and photos imbedded

» 3D models

o historic landmarks




Search & Discovery

Contributor:
CreateDate:g/31/2012 7:07:92 PM
Description:
Format:
Identifier:
iblish Placecundafined
Publish Year:1526 %
Corai Gables (Fa.)-Hstory,
Subjects:yym Bitmore Hote! & Country Chib.
TypezZook




3D models
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A Map Through Time
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Jamie Rogers
Assistant Director of Digital Collections
rogersj@fiu.edu

Jennifer Fu
Head of GIS and DCC

Juen@fiu.edu

Boyuan (Keven) Guan
Lead GIS Programmer
bguan@fiu.edu
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Unearthing St. Augustine’s
Colonial Heritage

An Interactive Digital Collection for the Nation’s Oldest City

Funded by a National Endowment for the Humanities grant.




UF and St. Augustine

* Long history of UF working with city (archaeology,
architecture/historic preservation, etc.)

« Management of state-owned
properties (38 buildings and 23
parcels managed by UF)

g T BN
L = N ’
7




Digitization of St. Augustine Holdings

« Given importance of city and research demand, UF has been
scanning items over the last 15+ years (mostly internal funding)

« UF Digital Collections (UFDC, http://ufdc.ufl.edu)

« UFDC uses the UF-developed open-source SobekCM software
(http://ufdc.ufl.edu/sobekcm)

* 2009 Historic St. Augustine project (http://ufdc.ufl.edu/hsai1) —
scanned Historic St. Augustine Preservation Board block/lot files

« Two Grant-Funded Projects:
« Saving St. Augustine’s Architectural Treasures (2010-2012)
« Unearthing St. Augustine’s Colonial Heritage (2012-2014)
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Architecture, Archaeology & History
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Project Partners

University of Florida (UF) George A. Smathers Libraries

City of St. Augustine Heritage Tourism

City of St. Augustine Archaeology program

St. Augustine Historical Society




Collections

« Government House — maps and overlays of the city,
architectural drawings of historic structures, etc.

 St. Augustine Historical Society — Spanish Colonial documents,
transcriptions and English language translations

 St. Augustine Archaeology Program — records, photographs and
site summaries for 100 excavations

« Herschel Shepard Collection (UF Libraries - Architecture
Archives) - drawings, photos and documents related to
Shepard’s preservation, restoration and reconstruction of
colonial buildings

« P.K. Yonge Library of Florida History (UF Libraries) - maps and
historical documents.



Supports Diverse Research

 Architecture/historic preservation
 archaeology

» Florida and U.S. history
 Spanish & British colonies

« Native Americans

 slavery

 exploration

 social and economic development
« urban planning

* missionary work T Architecture/
« military defenses and warfare Prfa{sl:x;i(i:on

* etc.

History




ldentifying Structures/Sites

» Structure/site name(s)

o Street address(es)

» Florida Master Site File number, City Archaeology number, Plat
book number, etc.

« Lat/Long coordinates

« Township/Range

» Block-Lot number

Example: Segui-Kirby Smith House
aka Segui-Smith House
aka Old Public Library

6 Artillery Lane or 12 Aviles Street

Aviles Street = Hospital Street




Search Elements/Facets

» Archaeological sites (well, building foundation, trash pit,
defensive wall, etc.)

* Building’s architectural style

 Building structural system (wood, stone, etc.)

« Dates of construction

 Principal historic period (15t Spanish Colonial, British Colonial,
ond Spanish, Territorial, etc.)

« Significant renovation/reconstruction dates

» Historical use (residence, worship, government, business)

» Street address

« National Register?

+ PLUS +

* Object-specific metadata (e.g., creator, subject, date, etc.)
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Overlay Maps/Images
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Show streets Map: 1875 Map

PLACES STREETS

Find Places

Choose a Neighborhood (more info)
All Neighborhoods v

Show

@] an

Topic (select one or more)
baseball fields

Cemeteries

Churches (buildings)
circuses

Civic Life & Politics
Education & Schools

Food & Foodways

Health

Immigration & Migration
Journeys South

Landscape & Architecture
Neighborhood parks

Oral Interviews

Philadelphia Athletics (Basebal team)
Public & Social Life

Refigion

Religious Life & Belief
secondary education

[7] 2arial Refarm & Phitanthrnnv

Source: http://www.philaplace.org




Future Directions

Expanding scope (non-Colonial St. Augustine)

Crowd-sourcing to generate descriptive content/geospatial
metadata

Investigating new methods allowing researchers to control
how they interact with digital resources

New partnerships (e.g., St. Augustine Historic Preservation
& Special Projects Planning — mobile tours)




Unearthing St. Augustine's Colonial
Heritage

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/usach

Contact Info: John Nemmers
Descriptive & Technical Services Archivist
University of Florida George A. Smathers Libraries
jnemmers@ufl.edu
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Coral Gables — Virtual Historic City

Unearthing St. Augustine’s Colonial Heritage

 What is the long-term significance of these projects?

« More resources available online, of course (and more diverse types
too)

« New/better ways for researchers to discover/use/interact with our
resources (geographical, temporal, etc.)

» Both projects can serve as models for other cities/regions in
Florida/Caribbean/worldwide.

» Not only methodology, but also technology (e.g., open-source
SobekCM)




Coral Gables — Virtual Historic City

Unearthing St. Augustine’s Colonial Heritage

Jamie Rogers
Assistant Director of Digital Collections
Florida International University
rogersj@fiu.edu

John Nemmers
Descriptive & Technical Services Archivist
University of Florida George A. Smathers Libraries
jnemmers@ufl.edu

Questions / Comments?
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