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“South Africa
- v R = : : does not have a
‘ e ' "R Ve labour problem.
It has an
employer
problem.”

-Institute for
Industrial
Education, The
Durban Strikes,
1973: “Human
Beings With
Souls”

In January & February, 1973, tens of thousands of African workers in the
industrial suburbs of Durban, South Africa, engaged in mass strikes.
They did so without unions, without leaders, and without apparent
direction. These strikes inaugurated a distinctive working-class
dimension to the anti-apartheid movement.



VANTED: A LIVING WAGE
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The central grievance in the 1973 strikes were African
wages that proved too low for black workers to

survive. DURBAN ;




THE DURBAN STRIXES
1973
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Influenced by the Black
Power movement,
radical black workers in
the U.S. paid close
attention to what was
going on in the factories
of Durban. This
pamphlet appeared in
May 1973.
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Minister of Labour,
Marais Viljoen reassured
his Afrikaner nationalist
constituency that the
new works committee
legislation introduced in
parliament in the wake
of the strikes “is not the
first step on the road to
recognized African trade
unions.”
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Skeptical African workers asked of the works
committees:

“Is it feasible for a man with whom we are
quarrelling to give you a gun in order that you might
shoot him?.... We would rather suffer struggling for
trade union recognition.....These institutions are just
imposed upon us.”

Others, however, saw an opening that would allow
the creation of workers’ power on the shop floor.



KNO/_THIS

1. DMNake your ‘iorks Comnittee work for you; if you haven't got
one, form one.

2. The workers strength lies in unity, join together in the

goal of obtaining for yourself and your family a basic
- living.
5« Finally, any worker is invited to send in articles for

publication to:~ Vages Commission, c/o S.R.C.,
University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg.




“a workers’
movement only has
strength if it has
support at the grass-
roots level....Works
committees can be
important stepping
stones in building up
an African trade
union.” --J. Maree









Prof. Rick Turner, banned in 1973,
assassinated in 1977.

Turner inspired a generation
of white radical students at
the University of Natal to
throw themselves into
defense of the grassroots
African trade union born by
the spontaneous strikes of
1973.

In these strikes, Turner and
his comrades saw the
possibility of a new,
democratic South Africa,
guided by the aspirations of
the African working class.
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http://www.aluka.org.ezproxy.fiu.edu/action/showContentImage?doi=10.5555/AL.SFF.DOCUMENT.1562.7624.000.001.Jul1979




