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William Shakespeare ·s 

KING LEAR 



KING LEAR is a play with multiple themes and issues 

but perhaps the most harrowing is the issue of displace

ment. The term "displacement" was heavily coined in the 

late 70's early 80's. but has since been replaced by the word 

"homeless." It seems to me that "displaced" connotes a 

person who exists psychologically and emotionally on 

the periphery of society. It is possible to live and work 

next to a displaced person and never know it. The play 

addresses this condition on all levels. The "homelessness" 

of the 90's associates itself with a loss of status and mate

rial security and is a true indicator of our dependency 

upon financial well being. Both Lear and Gloucester. 

being of the "old order," are "displaced" people who 

desperately want to be accepted back into the normal 

order of things yet their enlightenment is inspired from 

living outside the normal order of society. Edgar daringly 

sacrifices all security and position to live a life of one 

who is ''displaced." Through a display of unmatched 

loyalty. Kent too steps into the unknown. accepting the 

anguish of "displacement" in order to save his king and 

master. And so it is, that through this displacement, Lear 

is brought to a state of self-realization. Perhaps it is only 

when parents fall from grace, becoming less than God

like to their children, do they begin to understand them 

selves and ultimately their own children. The story of 

Oedipus and his self -realization through blindness is 

a time-honored theatrical irony. But in life. as in this 

fiction by Shakespeare, it is important to be aware that we 

are faced with the issue of "displacement" and homeless 

ness and we should address it and be prompted to find 

solutions for the future. 

Phillip M. Church 
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Showcase Players 

The FIU Student Theatre Organization 
presents 

Florida International University 
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May 28-30 & June 5-7 
Thursday-Saturday . 8pm • Sundays. 2pm 

Tickets are $4.00 
For reservations call: (305) 348-3789 



THt= fIU THt=A+Rt= 
AND DANCt= 

Dt=PAR+mt=N+ 
The Department of Theatre offers two theatre degrees: a Bachelor of 
Arts BA} and a Bachelor of Fine Arts (BF A}. The program is ideal in 
size, large enough to be able to offer a wide range of courses taught by. 
varied. well-qualified faculty and to support an active production pro
gram. yet small enough that every student receives personal attention. 

The Theatre and Dance Department has an active production program. 
We currently present four faculty directed theatre productions a year 
and one Dance Concert including choreography by FIU Dance facul
ty and guest choreographers . In addition to the faculty directed and 
choreographed productions, there are student produced and directed 
productions. presented by "Showcase Players," the student theatre 
organization. 

The Herbert and Nicole Wertheim Performing Arts Center includes 
a beautiful 250-seat proscenium theatre. large black-box Studio Theatre, 
costume shop. scene shop. 2 dressing rooms, a green room, and also 
houses the School of Music. 

If you are interested in learning more about the program or becoming 
a theatre ma;or. please call or write for more information. 

Florida International University 
Department of Theatre and Dance 
Wertheim Performing Arts Center 
University Park Campus, PAC 131 
Miami, Florida 33199 

Phone: (305) 348-2895 · FAX: (305} 348-1803 
Theatre Box Office: (305) 348-3789 
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