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A Hinterland History: 
The Socioeconomic Evolution of Baez, Cuba, 

from the 18th Century to the 1950s 
Lecture by Nancy Regal 

March 5, 2014 | 11:00 AM FlU Modesto A. Maidique Campus SIPA 220 

This lecture explores the evolution of a rural locality outside the sugar plantation economy and 
slavery-the pillars of the Cuban economy during the colonial (18th-19th centuries) and 
republican periods (1902-1959). Both sugar and slavery have been the most studied topics in 
Cuban historiography. Thus, in this lecture, the attention and analysis are given to the less 
known aspects of rural Cuba, which are, and not precisely in that order, free labor, small-scale 
agriculture, small and medium-size land proprietorship, the internal market, and immigration 
movements to non-sugar regions. 

Nancy Regal received her Ph.D. in History from Columbia University. She also holds an M.Ph. 
and an M.A. in History from Columbia and a B.A. in History from the University of Havana. She 
is a former Assistant Professor of History at Adelphi University. Her teaching and research 
interests include the social, economic, and political history of Cuba; African slavery in Latin 
America and the Caribbean; and transatlantic migrations in the 19th and 20th centuries. She 
has conducted archival research at the Library of Congress, the New York Historical Society, 
the New York Public Library, the National Archive of Cuba, and Provincial Cuban Archives. 

The event is free and open to the public. For more information and to RSVP call (305) 
348-1991 or email cri@fiu.edu. 
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