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President’'s Message

As South Florida’s only public research university, we consider graduate
education to be a very important part of our mission. With over 130 gradu-
ate programs including doctoral, masters and graduate - level certificates,
we offer a wide range of graduate programs to satisfy virtually every per-
sonal or professional pursuit. Our 2010 — 2015 Worlds Ahead strategic plan
calls for increasing doctoral degree production as well as the proportion of
graduate students.

Economic growth is becoming increasingly dependent on producing ideas
more than on producing goods. Millions of new jobs now require graduate
degrees. At FIU, we take pride in designing graduate programs that are
student-centered and are relevant to our times. Our graduate faculty are
worlds ahead in using rapidly-developing interdisciplinary research to
create new graduate curricula. Our research programs continue to attract a
very talented group of graduate students. Our focus on research-integrated
graduate curricula, and the rich cultural diversity of our campus, provide
our graduate students with an exciting and dynamic learning environment.

Dean’s Message

It is with a great deal of pride and pleasure that the University Graduate
School (UGS) at FIU releases this Annual Report for 2011-'12. During its
relatively short history, the Graduate School has made great strides toward
improving all statistics on graduate student enroliment, retention, and

graduation.

pride in being student advocates.

Mark B. Rosenberg
Fresident, Florida International University

Graduate education is central to FIU's vision, which is to become a leading
urban public research university focused on student learning, innovation,
and collaboration. Our focus at UGS is to be student-centered in everything
we do. In the fellowships/assistantships we award, as well as in the profes-
sional development opportunities we create for our students, our staff take

Thanks to my predecessors - Drs. Douglas Wartzok, George Walker, and
Kevin O’Shea, it has become a tradition at UGS to evaluate our doctoral
programs on the basis of the Carnegie Initiative on the Doctorate (CID). The
central theme of this initiative is to prepare doctoral degree recipients as
stewards of their disciplines. Our focus in the coming years will continue to

‘ _ be facilitating a rich learning environment where graduate faculty and
Lakshmi N. Reddi students will excel in their creative endeavors.

Dean, Universily Graduate Schoo/

These are exciting times to be at FIU. Doctoral degree awards show steady
increase. Our students continue to be recognized nationally and internation-
ally in their research areas of expertise. Our Presidential Fellows come from

among the best in the world. The subsequent pages of this report show why
we are Worlds Ahead in graduate education at FIU.

President’s and Dean’s Messages




Numbers and Trends
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Provost Award Recipients

L]
Karen |g lesias > Graduate Student Engagement
Karen Iglesias is pursuing a Masters in Public Health with a specialization in Health
Promotion and Disease Prevention. She was awarded the 2012 Provost Award for
Graduate Student Engagement for her dedication and contributions to the children

and families of the immigrant communities of South Florida. The “White Socks” well-
ness project and the “Public Health Community Project for Immigrants” were two
initiatives Karen was involved with that had a measurable impact on these commu-
nities. Karen plans to continue to serve as the “link that so many communities need

in order to have access to health care and reduce existing health disparities.”

With plans to open a non-profit organization dedicated to mobilizing, educating and
advocating for public health issues, Karen's impact within the local and global
community is World's Ahead.

Lauren Yeager, a current Doctoral student in Biological Sciences, was the recipient of
the UGS Provost Award for Outstanding Manuscript. In her groundbreaking paper
“Effects of habitat heterogeneity at multiple spatial scales on fish community assem-
bly," she addressed coastal ecosystem habitat loss, over-fishing and other threats that
affect structure and function at multiple levels of ecological organization. Her efforts in
the construction of artificial reefs in the Bahamas provided the basis for her ground-
breaking study, which was published in the journal Oecologia in 2011.

Her work is considered an important contribution towards understanding how
landscape context can affect relationships among organisms and exemplifies being
World's Ahead.

Silvana Herrera > Outstanding Creative

Product or Performance

With interests in multiple disciplines, Silvana Herrera has combined her skills in art, design,
math, engineering and communication to flourish both academically and professionally. Her
achievements over the past two years include vital contributions to two publications and an
independent study with NC-Office, a Miami-based partnership for architecture and design.

Originally from Colombia, Silvana used her global perspective on architecture to contribute to
those in need. In 2011, she worked on the design of a prototype schoolhouse in Haiti to help
with the reconstruction efforts following the devastating January 2010 earthquake. Under
professor Elizabeth Cardona's guidance, Silvana received an Award of Excellence from The
Miami Chapter of the American Institute of Architects [AIA].

Silvana is pursuing a Masters degree in Architecture. She plans to continue her post-
graduate studies in FIU's School of Architecture's study abroad program in Genoa, Italy,
where she will continue to be a prime example of a Worid's Ahead student.

Provost Award Recipients
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Dr. José Almirall

Dr. Jose Almirall is an expert in forensic
science, as well as a practitioner, field
trainer, researcher and mentor. He is
also a key resource & friend for graduate
students at FIU. Enjoying a tenure span-
ning over 15 years, José is as passion-
ate about his research and his role in
mentoring students as he was when he
joined FIU in the late 90's.

What opportunities do you
provide for your students?

FIU held a one-day symposium with
over 100 attendees. It was a great net-
working opportunity for our students
who were able to meet practicing foren-
sic scientists. In turn the symposium at-
tendees were familiarized with the type
of research and advances that are
being made here at FIU. The diversity
of faculty researchers in forensic sci-
ence makes FIU special. We currently
have four biologists and four chemists
who mentor graduate students inter-
ested in forensic research. This makes
us the largest forensic science gradu-
ate program in the country in terms of
the number of graduate students and
one of the only universities offering a
PhD in Chemistry with a major in Foren-
sic Science and a PhD in Biclogy in
combination with a MS in Forensic Sci-
ence. No other academic program in
the US offers as many research oppor-
tunities in the field of forensic science.

What was your most memorable
moment as a mentor?

It made me really proud to have three
Ph.D. students graduate on the same day
a couple of years ago, and this year, my

ninth doctoral student will be graduating.
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Provost Award
for Outstanding Mentorship

Where do you see the Forensic
Science program in 10 years?

FIU will have a very large foothold in the
international community. For example,
we have an undergraduate exchange
program with the University of East
Anglia in the United Kingdom, and | am
currently developing a graduate ex-
change program with the University of
Otago in New Zealand. We also have
the capacity to expand our programs
and establish strong connections in
Latin America.

What are you working on currently?

I will have two publications coming out
soon that describe large-scale inter-lab
studies to improve the elemental analy-
sis of materials. This will help forensic
scientists tie materials found at a crime
scene with their source, for example to
determine that a certain vehicle was the
source of glass fragments at an accident
scene. For these studies, FIU was the
center for coordinating the work of 31
different scientists, involving 23 forensic
labs all over the world. My laboratory
also played a significant role in the de-
velopment of two new methods that are
being considered as ASTM standards,
which are the standard for the practice
in the discipline. We had three methods
published previously. | am really proud
of having played a role in establishing a
total of five ASTM methods as a result of
our students' research.

Provost Award Recipients




Presidential Fellow Spotlights

Courtney Dowdall

Ph.D. Candidate in Global and Sociocultural Studies

Courtney Dowdall’'s research for her doctorate assesses how different struc-
tures of coffee commodity chains may facilitate producers' knowledge. This re-
search focuses on value-adding quality terms, the workings of the international
market and how coffee producer cooperatives learn to participate more inde-
pendently. Her work will contribute significantly to our understanding of the
local impact of globalization.

Anne Frankel
Ph.D. Candidate in Public Health

Public Health doctoral student Anne Frankel's research for her Health Promo-
tion and Disease Prevention program involves studying the interplay between
three social elements that are currently at the forefront of our national con-
sciousness: adolescent sexual behavior, parenting style, and violence and
disorder in the community. Her research seeks to determine whether parenting
practices can protect against the negative outcomes associated with these
elements and dangerous neighborhoods. Her studies will contribute to the
development of more effective health education programs.

Jennifer Hoyte

Ph.D. Candidate in Curriculum and Instruction

Curriculum and Instruction doctoral student Jennifer Hoyte is working to develop
a relevant, interactive, online course that simplifies algebra for adults returning to
college. As part of her efforts to make algebra accessible and engaging for non-
traditional learners, her dissertation will examine the ability of scores in the use of
online delivery strategies to predict increased achievement and reduction of
math anxiety.

Nathan Lemoine
Ph.D. Candidate in Biological Sciences

Second year Biology doctoral student Nathan Lemoine’s research focuses on
the impact of habitat loss and climate change on near-shore marine ecosys-
tems, such as coral reefs and seagrass beds. He is studying how temperature
affects insect herbivore nutritional demands and their feeding preferences
among plants that vary in nutritional quality. Nathan is initiating a long-term field
experiment to understand how temperature-driven physiclogical changes in
insect herbivores affect plant community composition.

Presidential Fellow Spotlights
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Micah Oelze
Ph.D. Candidate in History

Micah Oelze is a second year Presidential Fellow with an interest in Atlantic
History. The core of his research centers on Latin American music history and
urban renewal in the twentieth century. Last year he co-wrote an article with
colleague Angelo Santa Lucia on architecture and tango in Buenos Aires,
which was then presented and published at the International History Confer-
ence in Rosario, Argentina. Micah has recently been awarded a FLAS (Foreign
Area and Language Studies) fellowship by Vanderbilt University and will spend
the summer conducting research in Sdo Paulo, Brazil. His studies will provide
new perspectives on historical events and insight into the processes of land-
scaping modern cities in Latin America.

McKnight Fellow Spotlights

Ransford Edwards
Ph.D. Candidate in Political Science

Ransford Edwards is a third year doctoral candidate in the political science doc-
toral program. Ransford'’s research focuses on the phenomenon of Disaster
Capitalism, where governments may use the occurrence of natural disasters as
a kind of “window of opportunity” to implement otherwise contentious economic
reforms. His investigation of the policy space afforded by the onset of a natural
catastrophe contends that structural upheaval extends to the economic sphere
creating a new set of winners and losers. The implications of his study will go far
in enhancing the current disaster politics literature.

Christi Navarro
Ph.D. Candidate in Public Health

Christi M. Navarro is a fourth year doctoral candidate in Health Promotion and
Disease Prevention. Miami-Dade, Broward & Palm Beach counties have the
highest prevalence of HIV/AIDS cases in Florida. Christi's doctoral research
examines the association of HIV risk behaviors with other risk and protective
factors among high school students in South Florida. She is also investigating
the role that gender and sex education exposure has on these HIV risk behav-
iors. Her research will enable researchers, educators and practitioners to better
inform sex education programming and policy.

McKnight Fellow Spotlights




2011-12 Fellows

Presidential Fellows

Richa Agrawal
Dr. Surendra Saxena

Michele Bechor
Dr. Wendy Silverman [ Dr. Jeremy Pettit

Courtney Dowdall
Dr. Guillermo Grenier

Wen Fan
Dr. Jose R. Almirall

Anne Frankel
Dr. Robert M. Malow

Michael Good
Dr. Ali Karayalcin

Erjia Guan
Dr. Thomas Breslin

Filmon Habte
Dr. Arindam Gan Chowdhury

Yonas Habtemichael
Dr. Hector R. Fuentes

Asmerom Hagos
Dr. Girma Bitsuamlak

Erin Hedemann
Dr. Wendy Silverman

Ryan Hill
Dr, Jeremy Pettit

Jennifer Hoyte
Dr. Maria Fernandez

Jian Huang
Dr. Armando Barreto

Alexander Huezo
Dr. Ulrich Oslender

Nathan Lemoine
Dr, Deron E. Burkepile

Lei Li
Dr. Xudong He

Soumyadeep Mukherjee
Dr. Mary Jo Trepka

Deepthi Nori
Dr. Bruce R. McCord

Micah Oelze
Dr. Bianca Premo

Sundar Pandey
Dr. Kenneth E. Murray

Samantha Rhodes
Dr. Philip K. Stoddard

Rong Rong
Dr. Shu-Ching Chen

Robin Sarabia
Dr. Michael R. Heithaus

Elena Shersher
Dr. Xiaotang Wang

Kiran Subedi
Dr. Alexander Mebel

Diane Turner
Dr. Kannan Raghunandan

Jun Yang
Dr. William Newburry

Xuena Zhu
Dr. Chenzhong Li

Daniel Yohannes
Dr. Nakin Suksawang

Qianying Zhang
Dr. Prasad V. Bidarkota

Presidential Enhanced

McNair Fellows

Jennifer Houston
Doctoral

Leisha Price
Masters

Doctoral Evidence

Acquisition Fellows

Assistantship

Mark Clifton
Dr. Fernando Noriega

Ajeet Jain
Dr, Arun Prakash

Emily Nodine
Dr. Evelyn E. Gaiser

Kevin Schneider
Dr. Stanislaw Wnuk

Sascha Strobl
Dr. Suchismita Mishra

Melissa Zwilling
Dr. Rosemary L. Hickey
McKnight Fellows

Clair Blake
Dr. Daniel M. Bagner

Anya Edun
Dr. Jesse Michel

Ransford Edwards
Dr. Ronald Cox

Desiree Espinal
Dr. Jacob Gewirtz

Dana Farrell
Dr, Fernando Trevino

Julieta Hernandez
Dr. David Cohen

Vanessa Madrazo
Dr. William M. Kurtines

Samique Cleo Jo March
Dr. Suchismita Mishra

Christi Navarro
Dr, Virginia H. McCoy

Fernando Patterson
Dr. Robert T. Daigler

Alnecia Rumphs
Dr. Nasar Ahmed

llyana Albarran
Dr. Jean-Claude Garcia-Zamor

Murat Altuglu
Dr, Tatiana P. Kostadinova

Angelle Bullard Roberts
Dr. Bradley Bennet

Agatha Caraballo
Dr. Sukumar Ganapati

Ujwal Chaudhary
Dr. Anuradha Godavarty

Mayurakshi Chaudhuri
Dr. Sarah J Mahler

Serena Cruz
Dr. John F. Clark

Paula De La Cruz-Fernandez
Dr. Kenneth Lipartito / Dr. Aurora G. Morcillo

Loraine De La Fe
Dr. Rebecca Friedman

Rebecca Garvoille
Dr. Laura Ogden

Masood Hajali
Dr. Caesar Abi Shdid

Elizabeth Harrison
Dr. Joel Trexler

Irene Hatsu
Dr. Adriana Campa

Charles Heck
Dr. Roderick Neumann

Sven Holbik
Dr. Rosemary Hickey-Vargas

Lisa Howe
Dr. Rebecca Friedman

Lin Jiang
Dr. Xiaotang Wang

Xinyu Jin
Dr. Niki Pissinou

Ali Karbasi
Dr. William Kinzy Jones

Anamaria Lopez-Abadia
Dr. Santiago Juan-Navarro

Mahdi Saghaleini
Dr. Behrooz Mirafzal / Dr. Kang K. Yen

Vahid Salehi Pour Mehr
Dr. Osama Mohammed

Student Name | Major Professor(s)

2011-12 Fellows




2011-12 Fellows
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2011-12 Fellows

Joshua Souliere
Dr. Marianne S. Johnson

Svetlana Tyutina
Dr. Erik Camayd-Freixas

Yoshiko Yamada
Dr. Francois Debrix

Ozum Yesiltas
Dr. Mohiaddin Messbahi

Xiaoduo Zhi
Dr. Fenfei Leng

Dissertation Year Fellows

Mahmoud Amin
Dr. Osama A. Mohammed

Melissa Armitage
Dr. Mark D. Szuchman

Sat Gavassa Becerra
Dr. Philip K. Stoddard

Majid Beidaghi
Dr. Chunlei Wang

Ruchir Bhatt
Dr. Anthony McGoron

Gopal Bhatta
Dr. James R. Webb

Derek Burkholder
Dr. Michael Heithaus

Erica Cahoon
Dr. Jose R. Almirall

Justin Campbell
Dr. James Fourqurean

Santanu Das
Dr. Wonbong Choi

Quinn Dauer
Dr. Mark D. Szuchman

Kishore Dhavala
Dr. Mahadev Bhat

Courtney Dowdall
Dr. Guillermo Grenier

Yu Du
Dr. Kang K. Yen

Anne Frankel
Dr. Robert M. Malow

Tushar Gadkari
Dr. Nikolaos Tsoukias

Lianhong Gao
Dr. Eric Dwyer

Nana Garba
Dr. Deodutta Roy

Rebecca Garvoille
Dr. Laura Ogden

Tenzin Gayden
Dr. Rene J. Herrera

Puneet Kamal Gill
Dr. Norman Munroe

Mohammed Goryawala
Dr. Malek Adjouadi

Wei He
Dr, Jinlin Zhao

Adeel Jamal
Dr. Alexander Mebel

Kaushal Jha
Dr. Nakin Suksawang

Olutola Jonah
Dr. Stavros Georgakopoulos

Ali Kashefi Kaviani
Dr. Kang K. Yen

Gregory Koch
Dr. Evelyn E. Gaiser

Vivek Kumar
Dr. Berrin Tansel

Sajib Kundu
Dr. Raju Rangaswami

Jinyan Lu
Dr. Albert Cheng-Tin Gan

Kumpal Madrasi
Dr. Nikolaos Tsoukias

Cynthia Malakasis
Dr. Sarah J. Mahler

Aaron Miller
Dr. Laurie Richardson

Sayed Mirtaheri
Dr. Mohiaddin Messbahi

Roxanne Molina
Dr. Maria L. Fernandez

Luci Motoca
Dr. Wendy K. Silverman

Shabnam Namin
Dr. Nikolaos Tsoukias

Christi Navarro
Dr. Virginia H. McCoy

Arash Nejadpak
Dr, Osama A. Mohammed

Chaiyuth Padungsaksawasdi
Dr. Ali Parhizgari

Bora Pajo
Dr. David Cohen

Varun Penmatsa
Dr. Chunlei Wang

Shradha Prabhulkar
Dr, Chenzhong Li

Roxaneh Khorsand Rosa
Dr. Suzanne Koptur

Ali Sarikhani
Dr. Osama A. Mohammed

Seyed Serri
Dr, Mohiaddin Messbahi

Heidi Smith
Dr. Allan Rosenbaum

Amanda Snyder
Dr. Marianne Johnson

Collen Supanich
Dr. Guillermo Grenier

Galin Todorov
Dr, Prasad Bidarkota

Dusan Ugrina
Dr, Sarah J. Mahler

Umut Unal
Dr. Ali C. Karayalcin

Nathanael Van Vorst
Dr. Jason Liu

Jacquelline Wagener
Dr. Eric Wagner

Shelley Wick
Dr. Paul Kowert

Nitin Yadav
Dr. Wei-Chiang Lin

Chadi Younes
Dr. Caesar Abi Shdid

Maryam Soltan Zadeh
Dr, Mohammed K. Farouk

Pedram Zohrevand
Dr. Amir Mirmiran
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Professional Development

University Graduate School Professional Development Program (PDP)

Florida International University offers a wealth of resources to enrich the graduate student experience, develop
professional skills and prepare graduates for post-graduate careers. The graduate student Professional Develop-
ment Program will supplement research skills provided by graduate programs with four competencies — academic writing
and communication, professoriate training, leadership, and well-being.

Academic Writing & Communication

Graduate students will often find themselves sharing research in a variety of ways to a
diverse audience. Under this competency, graduate students will learn to apply effec-
tive communication skills that will prepare them for job opportunities in academia as
well as industry, government and non-profit organizations. Workshops include APA
(American Psychological Association) citation style, The Literature Review, Writing a
Personal Statement, Turning Your Dissertation into Publication, Grant Writing, Present-
ing at Academic Conferences, Library Search, and Curriculum Vitae (CV) Preparation.

Professoriate Training

This competency addresses the needs of doctoral students aspiring to become
professors. Teaching is an important responsibility of a professor, and training in
teaching provides graduate students with a significant advantage in their faculty
careers. In collaboration with the FIU Center for the Advancement of Teaching,
workshops are offered to provide graduate students with the opportunity of devel-
oping skills necessary for excellence in teaching and learning.

Leadership

Research leaders in all disciplines have skills to envision future trends in their disciplines,
apply their expertise to address needs of the society, communicate effectively to stake-
holders of diverse backgrounds, and attract resources in their careers. In collaboration
with the Center for Leadership at FIU, workshops and lectures are offered to benefit grad-
uate students in these important skills. Distinguished lectures from industry and academic
leaders, and workshops on developing networking skills and ethical research, are offered
on a periodic basis.

.‘._

Well-being

Graduate students find the need to balance academic and personal lives during
the pursuit of their graduate studies. The mental strain caused by research
endeavors makes it essential for students to have a conscious approach to well-
being. Workshops under this competency include Stress Management, Time
Management, Conflict Resolution, and Staying Motivated in Graduate School.
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Doctoral Dissertations

Armando Acha, Ph.D.

Dr. Pete E. C. Markowitz
Electroproduction of Hyperons at Low
Momentum Transfer

Theresa E. Adderley, Ph.D.

Dr. Anahid Kulwicki

Bahamian Men's Sexual Risks for HIV
Infection

Carlos Albornoz, Ed.D.

Dr. Tonette S. Rocco

Exploring the Goals, Content and Meth-
ods of Entrepreneurship Professors: A
Multiple Case Study

Mohannad Al-Kasaji, Ph.D.

Dr. Mohiaddin Mesbahi

Evaluating the Jordanian National Secu-
rity Strategy toward the Palestinian-
Jordanians (Palestinian-Jordanians as a
Securization Case-Study)

Patricio Alvarez, Ph.D.

Dr. Mohammed Hadi

A Methodology to Estimate Time Varying
User Responses to Travel Time and
Travel Time Reliability in a Road Pricing
Environment

Mahmoud Amin, Ph.D.

Dr. Osama A. Mohammed

Efficiency and Power Density Improve-
ment of Grid-Connected Hybrid Renew-
able Energy Systems utilizing High
Frequency-Based Power Converters

Eric Arneson, Ed.D.

Dr. Roger Geertz Gonzalez

The Self-Perceived Effects on Faculty
that Result from the Experience of Serv-
ing in a Residential College

Veronica Averhart Wenette, Ph.D.

Dr. Victoria Pace

Ageism in the Workplace: Examining
the Influence of Age Conceptualization
on the Advancement Opportunities of
Older Workers

Veysel Avsar, Ph.D.

Dr. Richard Chisik

Essays on Administrative Protection and
Trade Deflection

Lisa A. Barrocas, Ed.D.

Dr. Elizabeth Cramer

A Study of the Relationship between
Educational Placement and the
Achievement of Urban Low Socio-
Economic Hispanic Middle School Stu-
dents with and without Specific Learn-
ing Disabilities

Patrick Michael Bell, Ph.D.

Dr. Meredith Newman

Development of Local Homeland Secu-
rity Networks in the State of Florida: A
Social Network Analysis Approach

Armando Juan Borda, Ph.D.

Dr. William Newburry

Assessing the Impact of Business
Group Diversification on the Interna-
tionalization of their Affiliates: The Case
of Latin American Firms

Erica M. Cahoon, Ph.D.

Dr. Jose A. Almirall

The Discrimination and Association of
Float Glass and Quantitative Analysis of
Liquids from Aerosols and Microdrops
using Laser Induced Breakdown Spec-
troscopy

Christopher W. Calvo, Ph.D.

Dr. Kenneth Lipartito

An American Political Economy: Industry,
Trade, and Finance in the Antebelium
Mind

Julio Capo Jr., Ph.D.

Dr. Darden Asbury Pyron

Dr. Alex Lichtenstein

It's Not Queer to be Gay: Miami and the
Emergence of the Gay Rights Move-
ment, 1945 - 1995

Mariana E. Carlucci, Ph.D.

Dr. Daniel B. Wright

Memory Conformity: Actors and By-
standers

Diann Paula Carr, Ed.D.

Dr. Joan Wynne

Middle School Teachers' Intentions to
Refer Eating Disorder Students for Pro-
fessional Counseling

Ariel Cary, Ph.D.

Dr. Naphtali Rishe

Scaling Geospatial Searches in Large
Spatial Databases

Irina Castellanos, Ph.D.

Dr. Lorraine E. Bahrick

Infants’ Selective Attention to Faces
and Prosody of Speech: The Roles of
Intersensory Redundancy and Explor-
atory Time

Charles Christopher Castello, Ph.D.
Dr. Jeffrey Fan

System-on-a-Chip (SoC) Based Envi-
ronmental Monitoring Platform for the
Detection of Hazardous Materials

Yirgalem A. Chebud, Ph.D.

Dr. Assefa M. Melesse

Operational Prediction of Groundwa-
ter-Phosphorus Interaction over Surfi-
cial Aquifiers of South Florida

Sen Chen, Ph.D.

Dr. Yong Cai

Reduced Organic Sulfur: Analysis and
Interaction with Mercury in the Aquatic
Environment

Donald Arthur Cramp Jr., Ed.D.

Dr. Peter J. Cistone

The Effects of the Ethic of Care in an
All-Boys School from 1903 - 1974

Anthony Cruz, Ed.D.

Dr. Benjamin Baez

The Relationship between Parental In-
volvement and the Persistence of First-
Generation Hispanic Millennial College
Students

Cassian D’Cunha, Ph.D.

Dr. David Chatfield

Theoretical Study of Chloroperoxidase
Catalyzed Chlorination of Beta-Cyclo-
pentanedione and Role of Water in the
Chiorination Mechanism

Manuel De Leon, Ph.D.

Dr. Ronald W. Cox

The Ineffectiveness of Multilateral
Sanctions Regimes Under Globaliza-
tion: The Case of Irag

Antonio Delgado, Ed.D.

Dr. Tonette S. Rocco

A Hermeneutic Phenomenology of
Graduate Education Students' Under-
standings of Instructor Power in a
Higher Education Classroom




Doctoral Dissertations

Javier Delgado, Ph.D.

Dr. Malek Adjouadi / Dr. S Masoud Sadjadi
Scheduling Medical Application Work-
loads on Virtualized Computing Systems

Fatma Deli, Ph.D.

Dr. Peter Thompson

Three Essays on Self-Employment Tran-
sitions, Organizational Capital, and Firm
Formation

Stephanie Doscher, Ed.D.

Dr. Hilary Landorf

The Development of Rubrics to Mea-
sure Undergraduate Students' Global
Awareness and Global Perspective: A
Validity Study

Courtney M. Dowdall, Ph.D.

Dr. Guillermo Grenier

Small Farmer Market Knowledge and
Speciaity Coffee Commodity Chains in
Western Highlands Guatemala

Yu Du, Ph.D.

Dr. Kang Yen / Dr. Jean Andrian
Muitiuser Detection in Multiple Input
Multiple Output Orthogonal Frequency
Division Multiplexing Systems by Blind
Signal Separation Techniques

Erika D. Edwards, Ph.D.

Dr. Mark D. Szuchman

Negotiating Identities, Striving for State
Recognition: Blacks in Cordoba, Argen-
tina 1776-1853

Engin I. Erdem, Ph.D.

Dr. Tatiana Kostadinova

European Integration and Democratic
Consolidation: Spain, Poland and
Turkey in Comparative Perspective

Emma E. Ergon-Rowe, Ph.D.

Dr. Hugh Gladwin

The River, the Railroad Tracks. and the
Towers: How Residents' Worldview and
Use Value Transformed Wilton Manors
into a Diverse, Gay-friendly, Urban Village

Marcos Feldman, Ph.D.

Dr. Alex Stepick

The Role of Neighborhood Organiza-
tions in the Production of Gentrifiable
Urban Space: The Case of Wynwood,
Miami's Puerto Rican Barrio

Julio E. Fernandez de Cueto, Ph.D.
Dr. Chockalingam Viswesvaran
Relative Importance of False Positives
in the Selection Process

Andrea Floyd, Ed.D.

Dr. Peter J. Cistone

The Relationship Between Staff Percep-
tions of Principal Leadership and
School Performance

Ausenda Folch, Ph.D.

Dr. Asuncién Gomez

The Representation of Motherhood in
Contemporary Catalan Fiction

Irina Fredericks, Ph.D.
Dr. Wendy K. Silverman
An Evaluation of Functional Impairment
among Children with Anxiety Disorders

Marianna Gabrielyan, Ph.D.

Dr. Brian Raue

Measurement of the Induced Polariza-
tion of Lambda(1116) in Kaon Electro-
production with CEBAF Large Accep-
tance Spectrometer (CLAS)

Lianhong Gao, Ph.D.

Dr. Eric Dwyer

Examining Argumentative Coherence in
Essays by Undergraduate Sfudents of
English as a Foreign Language in Main-
land China and their English Speaking
Peers in the United States

Nana Aisha Garba, Ph.D.

Dr. Deodutta Roy

The Role of Redox Signaling in the Mo-
lecular Mechanism of Tamoxifen Resis-
tance in Breast Cancer

Tracey A. Garcia, Ph.D.

Dr. Wendy K. Silverman

Evaluating Heavy Episodic Drinking Ef-
fects on Educational Attainment

Zhayda L. Garzon, Ph.D.

Dr. Sukumar Ganapati

Analysis of Housing Partnerships Using
the Balanced Scorecard Framework

Tenzin Gayden, Ph.D.

Dr. Rene J. Herrera

Genetic Diversity in the Himalayan
Populations of Nepal and Tibet

Wenceslao Gil, Ph.D.

Dr. Santiago Juan-Navarro

The (Ab)use of Politics and Eroticism in
the Culture of the Spanish Transition to
Democracy (1975-1982)

Jennifer Girard, Ph.D.

Dr. Jinhua Chen

Effect of Water on Oliving Single Crystals
Plasticity, Deformed under High Pressure
and High Temperature

Anna Goldina, Ph.D.
Dr. Philip K. Stoddard
Endocrine Regulation of Dynamic Com-
munication Signals in Gymnotiform Fish

Mohammed Goryawala, Ph.D.

Dr. Malek Adjouadi

A Novel 3-D Segmentation Algorithm for
Anatomic Liver and Tumor Volume Calcula-
tions for Liver Cancer Treatment Planning

Carlos G. Granados, Ph.D.
Dr. Misak M. Sargsian
QCD Structure of Nuclear Interactions

Ana M. Guzman Tamayo, Ph.D.

Dr. Malek Adjouadi

Thermal Imaging as a Biometrics Approach
to Facial Signature Authentication

Caroline Manya Hammerschlag-Peyer, Ph.D.
Dr. Craig Layman

The Influence of Body Size on the Ecology
of Coastal Fish Predators in The Bahamas

Dawn M. Hawthorne, Ph.D.

Dr. JoAnne Youngblut

The Influence of Spirituality, Race/Ethnicity
and Religion on Parent Grief and Mental
Health at One and Three Months After their
Infant's/Child's Neonatal or Pediatric Inten-
sive Care Death

Mohammad Homayounvash, Ph.D.

Dr. Mohiaddin Mesbahi

History and Evolutionary Trajectory of the
Iranian Nuclear Program

Huang Huang, Ph.D.

Dr. Gang Quan

Power and Thermal Aware Scheduling for
Real-time Computing Systems

Lixin Huang, Ph.D.
Dr. Albert Gan/ Dr. L. David Shen
Predicting Hurricane, Evaeuvation Deci-




Doctoral Dissertations

Astrid Ellie Hurley, Ph.D.

Dr. Gail Hollander / Dr. Patricia Price
Filtering the International Gender Para-
digm: Perspectives of Gender in Barbados

Rezwan Hussain, Ph.D.

Dr. Nicol C. Rae

Voling with their Feet: Migration, Partisan-
ship, and Party-Safe Elections in Florida

Rosa M. Inguanzo, Ph.D.

Dr. Santiago Juan-Navarro

Incursion en el Espacio Ontolégico de
las Novelas La Ninfa Inconstante de
Guillermo Cabrera Infante y Todos se
Van de Wendy Guerra

Shan Jiang, Ph.D.

Dr. Stavros V. Georgakopoulos
Optimum Wireless Power Transmission
for Sensors Embedded in Concrete

Faisal Kaleem, Ph.D.

Dr. Kang K. Yen

VHITS: Vertical Handoff Initiation and
Target Selection in a Heterogeneos
Wireless Network

Charles Alexandre Kenmogne
Kamhoua, Ph.D.

Dr. Niki Pissinou / Dr. Kia Makki
Modeling Security and Cooperation in
Wireless Networks using Game Theory

Nicole A. Kellier, Ph.D.

Dr. Mary Jo Trepka

The Epidemiology of Prostate Cancer
among Multiethnic Men

Jayne A.Klein, Ed.D.

Dr. Benjamin Baez

Swimming against the Tide: A Study of
a Youth Enrichment Program seeking to
Empower Inner-City Black Youth

Takehiko Kojima, Ph.D.

Dr. John F. Stack

Diversity and Knowledge in the Age of
Nation-Building: Space and Time in the
Thought of Yanagita Kunio

Srikanth Korla, Ph.D.

Dr. Ibrahim Tansel / Dr. Arvind Agarwal
Inspection of Parts with Complex Ge-
omeiry and Welds with Structural Health
Monitoring Techniques

Dmitriy Krichevskiy, Ph.D.

Dr. Peter Thompson

Three Essays on Entrepreneurial Motiva-
tion, Entry, Exit, and Monetary Rewards

Brian Kunkle, Ph.D.

Dr. Deodutta Roy

The Potential Role of Environmental Expo-
sures and Genomic Signaling in Develop-
ment of Central Nervous System Tumors

Indranil Lahiri, Ph.D.

Dr. WonBong Choi

Carbon Nanotube Based Systems for
High Energy Efficient Applications

Debrupa Lahiri, Ph.D.

Dr. Arvind Agarwal
Hydroxyapatite-Nanotube Composites
and Coatings for Orthopedic Applications

Luis Lebolo, Ph.D.

Dr. Pete E. C. Markowitz

Angular Distribution of Z0 Bosons in
Z+Jet Events at sqri(S) = 7 TeV

Mengshan Lee, Ph.D.

Dr. Berrin Tansel

Integrated Assessment of Water Con-
servation Practices for Sustainable
Management Strategies

Barri A. Litt, Ph.D.

Dr. Kannan Raghunandan

Dr. Dasaratha Rama

An Examination of Accounting and Au-
diting Issues Related To Strategic Envi-
ronmental Initiatives

Liguang Liu, Ph.D.

Dr. Allan Rosenbaum

Understanding China's Climate
Change Mitigation Folicy Development:
Structures, Processes, and Outcomes

Robert Lowery, Ph.D.

Dr. Rene J. Herrera

Neanderthal Admixture in Current
Human Populations

John Paul Lucas, Ph.D.

Dr. Cem Karayalcin

Essays on City Size Distribution and
Real Estate Bubbles

Brenda Luna, Ph.D.

Dr. Deodutta Roy

Prenatal Environmental Exposure and
Neurodevelopmentally Important Gene Ex-
pression in Malformed Brain Tissue from
Pediatric Intractable Epilepsy Fatients

Victor Malo-Juvera, Ed.D.

Dr. Linda Spears-Bunton

The Effect of Young Adult Literature on
Adolescents' Rape Myth Acceptance

Beverley E. McDermott, Ph.D.

Dr. Mary Levitt / Dr. Jonathan Tubman
Promoting Positive Development: Family
Processes and Risk Behavior among Ado-
lescents

Kindon Thomas Meik, Ph.D.

Dr. Mark D. Szuchman

Disease and Hygiene in the Construction of
a Nation: The Public Sphere, Fublic Space,
and the Private Domain in Buenos Aires
1871-1910

Michael Andrew Melchior, Ph.D.

Dr. Richard C. Palmer

Investigating the Outcomes of Two Chronic
Disease Self-Management Programs and
Understanding the Correlates of Comple-
tion for Each Program

Liza Merly, Ph.D.

Dr. Charles H. Bigger
Immunomaodulation by Shark Cartilage
Extracts

Patricia Helena Micolta, Ph.D.

Dr. Eduardo Gamarra

Ilicit Interest Groups: The Political Impact
of the Medellin Drug Trafficking Organiza-
tions in Colombia

Aaron Miller, Ph.D.

Dr. Laurie Richardson

Black Band Disease: Elucidating Origins
and Disease Mechanisms

Sayed Amir Mirtaheri, Ph.D.

Dr. Mohiaddin Mesbabhi

IN)Security of the Chosen People:
Theological Foundations of Shi'a Strategi-
cal Culture

Mariana Vaillant Molina, Ph.D.

Dr. Lorraine E. Bahrick

The Role of Contingency and Gaze Direc-
tion in the Emergence of Social Referencing

Roxanne V. Molina, Ph.D.

Dr. Maria L. Fernandez

Microteaching Lesson Study: Mentor Inter-
action Structure and its Relation to Elemen-
tary Preservice Mathematics Teacher
Knowledge Development

Vishal Munsif, Ph.D.

Dr. Kannan Raghunandan

Dr. Dasaratha Rama

Internal Control Reporting by Non-Acceler-

- ated Filers
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Doctoral Dissertations

Sridevi Nagaraja, Ph.D.

Dr. Nikolaos Tsoukias

Theoretical Investigations of Intercellular
Communication in the Microcirculation:
Conducted Responses, Myoendothelial
Projections and Endothelium Derived
Hyperpolarizing Factor

Mohamad Nassereddine, Ph.D.

Dr. Peter Thompson

Three Empirical Essays on Startup’s Sur-
vival using the Kauffman Firm Survey

Sergio Nieves, Ed.D.

Dr. Mohammed K. Farouk

The Civic Achievement Gap: A Study on
the Civic Knowledge, Skills, and Atti-
tudes of Hispanic Students in Miami-
Dade County Public Schools

Michelle L. Odai, Ph.D.

Dr. Mohammed K. Farouk

Dr. Glenda Droogsma-Musoba

An Investigation of the Relationships be-
tween Selected Characteristics and
Leadership Outcomes of Athletic Train-
ing Education Program Direciors

Nora Oleas, Ph.D.

Dr. Javier Francisco-Ortega
Landscape Genetics of Phaedranassa
Herb (Amaryllidaceae) in Ecuador

Janet Otero-Toledo, Ph.D.

Dr. Santiago Juan Navarro

La Kabala dentro del Discurso Contemn-
poraneo y Urbano: El Efemplo de
Marcos Ricardo Barnatan

Gulbin Ozcan-Deniz, Ph.D.

Dr. Yimin Zhu

An Integrated Multi-Agent Framework for
Optimizing Time, Cost and Environmental
Impact of Construction Processes

Chaiyuth Padungsaksawasdi, Ph.D.
Dr. Ali M. Parhizgari

The US Financial Crisis and the Behavior
of the Foreign Exchange Market

Yvette Perez, Ed.D.

Dr. Linda Blanton

Early Career Special Education Teachers' Per-
ceptions of School Site Induction Support

Gizelle Fernandez Perretti, Ph.D.

Dr. Ali M. Parhizgari

Contemporary Aspects of Dividends:
Before.andDuiing the Financial Crisis

Deidre Marshall Phillips, Ed.D.

Dr. Elizabeth Cramer

The Relationship between Educational
Flacement, Instructional Practices, and
Achievement Gains of Black Students
with Specific Learning Disabilities in
Secondary Urban School Settings

Oliva Pisani, Ph.D.

Dr. Rudolf Jaffé

Local Biomass Control on the Composi-
tion and Reactivity of Particulate Or-
ganic Matter in Acquatic Environments

Shradha Prabhulkar, Ph.D.

Dr. Chenzhong Li

Development of Micro Immunosensor to
Study Genomic and Proteomic Biomarkers
Related to Cancer and Alzheimer's disease

Richard Dale Prentiss, Ed.D.

Dr. Benjamin Baez

Administrators' Perspectives of Culture
at a Multicampus Community College

Avis Richards Proctor, Ed.D.

Dr. Glenda Droogsma-Musoba

The Relationship between the Secondary
Mathematics Curriculum, College Persistence,
and Success at an Urban Community College

Colleen M. Quinn, Ed.D.

Dr. Benjamin Baez

Collective Bargaining and Faculty Union-
ization: An Administrative Perspective

Rambod Rayegan, Ph.D.

Dr. Yong X. Tao

Exergoeconomic Analysis of Solar Or-
ganic Rankine Cycle for Geothermal Air
Conditioned Net Zero Energy Buildings

Maria L. Reid, Ph.D.

Dr. Robert Lickliter

The Effects of Parental Nurturance and In-
volvement on Peer Relationships and Psy-
chosocial Functioning of Young Adulis

Valmarie Rhoden, Ed.D.

Dr. Thomas G. Reio, Jr.

The Examinalion of the Relationships
Among Secondary Principals' Leadership
Behaviors, School Climate, and Student
Achievement in an Urban Context

Maria F. Rickling, Ph.D.

Dr. Kannan Raghunandan

Dr. Dasaratha Rama

Three Essays on Corporate Governance and

Meating-Beating or Missing AnalystForscasts -

. g Tk

Rachel Ann Ritchie, Ph.D.

Dr. William M. Kurtines

Investigating Positve ldentity Development in a
School-Based Positive Youth Development
Project

Amy Ritterbusch, Ph.D.

Dr. Patricia Price

A Youth Vision of the City: The Socio-Spatial Lives
and Exclusion of Street Girls in Bogota, Colombia

Jose Rocha, Ph.D.

Dr. Irma Becerra-Fernandez

A Study on Uncertain Dynamic Disaster Man-
agement Tasks, Knowledge Sharing, and
Task Performance

Alfonso Rodriguez, Ph.D.
Dr, Peter Thompson
Three Essays on Hospital Efficiency

Andrea J. A. Roofe Sattlethight, Ph.D.

Dr. Karen Paul

The Effect of the Business Cycle on the Per-
formance of Socially Responsible Equity
Mutual Funds

Janna Leann Rose, Ph.D.

Dr. Bradley C. Bennett

Anti-Diarrheal Plants of Central Anatolia: Do
They Inhibit Diarrhea-causing Bacteria?

Beverly Alaina Ruffin, Ph.D.

Dr. Eric Wagner

The Longitudinal Influence of Physical Activ-
ity on Adolescent Alcohol Use

Mita Saksena, Ph.D.

Dr. Paul A. Kowert

Framing Infectious Diseases and U.S. Public
Opinion

Patricia Zahirah Salahuddin, Ph.D.

Dr. Linda Spears-Bunton

Dr. Mohammed K. Farouk

Character Education in a Muslim School: A
Case Study of a Comprehensive Muslim
School's Curricula

Maribel San Juan, Ph.D.
Dr. Erik Camayd-Freixas
Teoria y Practica del Neobarroco en Severo Sarduy

Mariana Sanchez, Ph.D.

Dr. Mario De La Rosa

Influence of Religious Coping on the Substance
use and HIV Risk Behaviors of Recent Latino Im-
migrants

_Doctoral Dissertations
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Doctoral Dissertations

Vashti Sawtelle, Ph.D.

Dr. Eric Brewe

A Gender Study Investigating Physics Self-
Efficacy

Dorret E. Sawyers, Ed.D.

Dr. Glenda Droogsma-Musoba

The Relationship between a Retention Pro-
gram and the Persistence and Graduation

Rates of First-Generation, Low-Income Stu-
dents at an Urban, Public University

Lamya Habib Shaban, Ph.D.

Dr. Fatma Huffman

Vitamin D Levels, Vitamin D Receptor
Polymorphisms and HOMAZ Model in
Cuban Americans, Haitian Americans,
and African Americans with and without
Type 2 Diabetes

Mohammad Siddiqui, Ph.D.

Dr. W. Kinzy Jones

Vacuum Brazing of Alumina Ceramic to
Titanium using Pure Gold as the Filler
Metal for Biomedical Implants

Gladys Esther Simpson, Ph.D.

Dr. Steve Zanakis

A Multi-method Approach for the Assess-
ment of Composite Indices and Rankings

Meghna Singhvi, Ph.D.

Dr. Kannan Raghunandan

Dr. Dasaratha Rama

Audlit Committee Director Turnover

Heidi Jane M. Smith, Ph.D.

Dr. Allan Rosenbaum

Fiscal Decentralization and Develop-
ment: An Analysis of Cily Governments
in Argentina and Mexico, 1980-2010

Richard M. Smith, Ph.D.

Dr. Darden Asbury Pyron

The Moderate Voice of John Sherman
and the Republican Agenda; 1855-1898

Mohammad Abrahim Soleimani, Ph.D.
Dr. William Newburry

Essays on Corporate Reputation: Ante-
cedents and Consequences

Maryam Soltan Zadeh, Ph.D.

Dr. Mohammed K. Farouk

History Education and .Construction of
National Identity in Iran

Shiryn D. Sukhram, PhD

Dr. Fatma Huffman

Cardiovascular Risk Factors in Turkish
Immigrants with Type 2 Diabetes Living
in the Netherlands

Pamela Lee Sullivan, Ph.D.

Dr. René M. Price
Groundwater-Surface Water Interac-
tions on Tree Islands in the Everglades,
South Florida

Relina Tamrakar, Ph.D.

Dr. David A. Becker

Synthesis of Azulenylsilane Nitrones as Dj-
agnostic Tools for Superoxide Detection

Paul N. Tanyi, Ph.D.

Dr. Kannan Raghunandan
Dr. Dasaratha Rama
Essays on Audit Report Lag

Amanuel Sebhatu Tecle, Ph.D.

Dr. Girma T. Bitsuamlak :
Evaluation of Wind-Induced Internal Pres-
sure in Low-Rise Buildirigs: A Mulfi Scale
Experimental and Numerical Approach

Michael Scott Tims, Ph.D.
Dr. H. Virginia McCoy
Adapting Mpowerment to a Rural Area

John P Topinka, Ph.D.

Dr. Howard Frank

Does Management Capacity Increase
Organizational Performance? An Empiri-
cal Analysis of Public Haousing Agencies

Mary Anne Ullery, Ed.D.

Dr. Laura Dinehart

An Examination of the Effecls of a
Summer Book-Reading Program on the
Language and Early Literacy Outcomes
of Toddlers from High-Risk Environments

Nathanael Murray Van Vorst, Ph.D.
Dr. Jason Liu

Towaras Simulation and Emulation of
Large-Scale Computer Networks

Joyce Walsh-Portillo, Ed.D.

Dr. Benjamin Baez

The Role of Emotional Intelligence in
College Students' Success

Huan Wang, Ph.D.

Dr. Naphtali Rishe

A Large-Scale Dynamic Vector. and Raster
Data Visualization Geographic Information
System Based on Parallel Map Tiling

Tao Wang, Ph.D.

Dr. Albert Gan

Improved Annual Average Daily Traffic
(AADT) Estimation for Local Roads
using Parcel-Level Travel Demand
Modeling

Zhonghua Wang, Ph.D.

Dr. Xiaotang Wang

Proton Nuclear Magnetic Resonance In-
vestigation of the Native and Modified
Active Site Structure of Heme Proteins

Yu-Kai Wang, Ph.D.

Dr. Aya Chacar

The Impact of Institutional Complexity
and Top Management Characteristics
on Executive Compensation and Firm
Performance

David Adam Wernick, Ph.D.

Dr. Sumit Kundu

Secondary Stakeholders as Agents of In-
fluence: Three Essays on Political Risk,
Reputation, and Multinational Performance

‘Steven M. Whitfield, Ph.D.

Dr. Maureen Donnelly

Enigmatic Faunal Declines at La Selva,
Costa Rica; Patterns and:Progesses in a
Collapsing Neolropical Herpelofauna

Yali Wu, Ph.D.

Dr. Peter J. Clarke

A Domain Specific Modeling Approach
for Coordinating User-Centric Commu-
nication Services

Nansong Wu, Ph.D.

Dr.Kang K. Yen

Resource Allocation;-Scheduling and
Feedback Reduction in Multiple Input
Muiltiple Output (MIMO) Orthogonal
Frequency-Division Multiplexing
(OFDM) Systems

Yang Yang, Ph.D.

Dr. Leonard B. Bliss

A Q Factor Analysis of College Under-
graduate Students’ Study Behaviors

Yi Zhang, Ph.D.

Dr. Tao Li

Exploring the Integration of Data Mining
and Data Visualization

Pedram Zohrevand, Ph.D:

Dr. Amir Mirmiran

Novel Hybrid Columns Made of Ultra-
High Performance Concrete and Fiber
Reinforced Polymers
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