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My name is Ivette Hidalgo. I am a pediatric nurse practitioner. I am also working on 

getting my PhD in Nursing at Florida International University (FIU). I have been working 

as a pediatric nurse practitioner in the pulmonology office at Nicklaus Children’s 

Hospital (formerly known as Miami Children’s Hospital) for the past 12 years. The 

patients I see are children with chronic and complex medical conditions that are 

dependent on ventilators (breathing machines), oxygen, and tracheostomies to live. 

Working with these children and seeing many of them die from their condition has led 

me to wonder about the spiritual and religious changes or coping of children who have 

had a parent, grandparent, or sibling die. 

I am doing a research study to talk with children about their experiences and feelings in 

the first 2 years after the death of a brother or sister, a parent, or a grandparent. This study 

is part of my PhD program at FIU. Dr. Rosa Roche will be helping with the study. She is 

also a pediatric nurse practitioner in the pulmonology office at Nicklaus Children’s 

Hospital.  

The purpose of this study is to learn about children’s reactions to the death of a brother 

or sister, a parent, or a grandparent in the first 2 years after the death. We also want to 

learn about children’s use of religious or spiritual practices around the time of the death 

and afterwards.  

We will ask the parent(s) to answer some questions about themselves and their family, 

like their age, education, race/ethnicity, and employment, and about the ages and sex of 

their other children in the family. We will also ask about religious and spiritual practices 

in your religion and/or culture that are often done around the time of someone’s death. 

We will ask the children questions about their health and their religious or spiritual 

practices. 

We are looking for families that meet these conditions: 

• Death of a brother or sister, parent, or grandparent in the past two years 

• Parent who speaks English or Spanish and is older than 18 

• Surviving child is 8 to 18 years old and speaks English 

• Parent and child lived together when the death happened if the deceased was a parent 

If you are interested in being in this study or want to learn more about the study, please 

call, text, or email me. 

Thank you, 

 

Ivette Hidalgo, MSN, ARNP  

PhD in Nursing Student at FIU 

Cell:  

Email: 
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