








all of them “engaged in embroidery [or] ... knitting stockings” as well as received
basic lessons to sew ropa blanca and uniforms. “Our machines” the article
agreed with the nuns who ran the Alcala jail, “serve to keep [women] employed
... unhappy women who find some measure of contentment and of self-
forgetfulness in their work with [sewing machines], and great alleviation and

some excitement in their monotonous existences.”'®

Figure 30. Woman of the Seccién Femenina sewing on a Singer sewing machine. Notice the
Falange symbol on the woman’s apron, ca., 1940. Archivo General de la Administracion.

%1% Red “S” Review. Singer Sewing Machine Company. Vol VI, April 1925, No 8.
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After General Francisco Franco’s coup in April 1936 against the
democratically elected Republican government and the start of the three-year
cruel and violent civil war across Spain, women were called to support each army
as nurses, cookers and sewers, both on the frontlines and in the rearguard.
Singer sewing machines found their role in war through the hundreds of Escuelas
Hogar and various organizations, from all political sides, that were converted to
talleres to supply both armies with uniforms and basic clothing.317 Some women
even participated in combat. Republican women fought in the battlefront
alongside men against Franco’s sublevados (rebel army) until 1937 when former
elected president Largo Caballero ordered women to withdraw. In civil war
Republican propaganda, household tasks became women’s most symbolic ways
to demonstrate patriotism and their contribution to the war effort. Likewise, the
female section of Falange joined efforts with other various charitable
organizations such as Auxilio Social to organize relief efforts and rearguard
talleres serving the sublevados.®’

Like in Mexico, Singer faced significant losses in Spain due to forced loans
requested to the company-like any business was obliged to. Singer’'s main loss

was the machines and other company property that was requisitioned for the war

317 Cenarro, La sonrisa de Falange. Auxilio Social en la Guerra Civil y en la
posguerra. Inbal Ofer, Serioritas in Blue: The Making of a Female Political Elite
in Franco's Spain: The National Leadership of the Seccion Feminina de la
Flanage, 1936-1977 (Sussex Academic Press, 2009). Estampa April, 1937.

318 Lines, Milicianas. Women in Combat in the Spanish Civil War , 135.
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effort and possibly never returned to the company.*'® In the territories held by
the Republican army, left-wing political organizations and municipal-based
civilian groups organized talleres contributing to the war effort. They made a
number of requisitions for machines in 1936 and never returned the property to
Singer (see table 6 and 7 in appendices).

Singer’s losses increased in the last year of the Civil War. Most importantly
for Singer, however, were the effects of the war in the selling organization due to
displacement of population and the consequences of bombardment to a number
of shops. By 1937, Singer’s gerente Manuel Marquez Garcia had moved to
Valencia (Val.) from where he continued to direct the business in places like
Valencia or Catalonia where selling and collecting was still possible. By May
1938, however, the number of Marquez’s available salesmen had decreased
from 733 to 439; there were only 445, who were in charge of collecting payments
from the rental agreements remained, down from the 608 that Singer counted in
the first year of the civil war. To worsen the fate of Singer’s top executives in
Spain and in the United States, Catalonia’s Republican government supported
the region’s workers unions in their aim to control the management of both
national and international businesses. Although threatened with nationalization,

the workers committee that formed to supervise Singer in April 1937 was soon

319 Boletin Oficial del Estado. Madrid No 366, 23 December 1938.
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dissolved once Franco’s forces took total control of the country.??° In the
territories where the sublevados army (Franco’s army) took over, Singer also
faced restrictions over its management as the 1938 Ley del Trabajo (Labor Law)
forced businesses to maintain and also raise the salary of workers due to the
high cost of living.**'

The expansion of Singer’s selling organization in Spain by the 1930s
assured the company’s continuity after the war. Gerente Marquez Garcia had
become a well-known and a respectable businessman in Spain. Particularly,

Marquez was a part of women’s, and not men’s, business of dressmaking.

Empleados de la Organizacion 1Singer Espafiolas gue han obsequiado con un banguete a sv director, don Manwe!
Marguez, of cumplir eincuenta afies de servicio en dicha Orgonizacién. {Foln Haus)

Figure 31. Picture of a ceremony organized in homage to the fifty years anniversan;y of gerente’s
Manuel Marquez as part of Singer Spain. 1932. Hemeroteca Nacional de Espana. 22

320 Correspondence from Managing Inspector Antonio Pérez de Hinojosa and
Manager in Barcelona Luis Gavilanes to Madrid Central Agency and Paris
Central Agency. October-November 1936. SSMC, Box 159; folder 1, 3.

321 Report on losses in Spain, 1936-1939. SSMC Archives. Box 159; folder 7.
Boletin Oficial del Estado. Madrid. No 366; 23 December 1938.

322 Estampa, Junio 1932. HNE.

236



Marquez had supported the enlargement of Singer’s cadre of profesoras to travel
to both urban and rural stores and Singer locations to make sure every Singer
shop could provide instructions to potential consumers. In addition, Singer’s
credit options were the company’s main advantage over other companies. Even
when Alfa began offering machines on installment payments, their presence in
the territory was rather small in the 1930s. The maijority of Singers’ leased
accounts holders were still women. During the war, Singer put their accounts on
hold and only some payment cycles were reactivated after 1939. Marquez
continued as head of the company in 1939 and was relieved with the end of the
collectivization threads in Catalonia. Once the war was over, Marquez
coordinated the recovery of destroyed shops, around twenty throughout Spain,
and most importantly, the reestablishment of the canvassing-collector system
and the “training of young people to be instructresses and mechanics.” The latter
two, Marquez considered to be “the best to fulfill” the needs of the situation at the
time, as repairs and new sales were most wanted.??®

Women were a part of Singer in Spain after 1939, even when women were
not allowed to work under Franco’s government, since Singer’s service continued
to be key to home sewing practices that developed in the postwar years. With

their husbands’ permission, women were mostly employed in textile and sewing-

323 Correspondence and Report on War from gerente Manual Marquez from
Madrid (January through June 1939) and Report of Spanish Civil War to Singer
President Milton Lightner, April 1953. SSMC, Box 159; Folder 10 and 11.
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related work and in agriculture. Women’s sewing at home increased after 1939
for two reasons. First, sewing regained the symbolic values related to the family
rather than as symbols of women’s independence like in the 1920s and 1930s.
The category of employed on sus labores (household tasks or housewives) in
1940 was established in the census and the majority of women fell into this
category. Second, ready-to-wear retailing options only increased in the late
1950s and 1960s once Franco’s Spain integrated in the circle of Western nations’
drive to consolidate capitalism. Until then, women of the house, mothers, wives,
and daughters were in charge of and encouraged by the female section of
Falange and the established National Catholic ideology, to make their own
clothes. Upper and middle class women'’s interest in fashion did not
disappeared, which continued providing modistas with the option of having their
own businesses at home.*** And Singer thus continued to be fundamental
element for a clothing sector that the company itself had helped to build
throughout the late nineteenth century and the first three decades of the
twentieth century.
CONCLUSIONS

After the Spanish Civil War the recovery of sales’ levels took longer than

expected, even when the selling organization was reestablished soon after 1939.

In both Mexico and Spain, however, Singer continued to supply sewing machines

324 Luis Otero, La Seccién Femenina. Madrid: EDAF, 1999. (Madrid: EDAF,
1999). Maria Duenas, the Time in between, trans. Daniel Hahn (New York: Atria,
2009). 1940 and 1950 Occupational Census. Instituto Nacional de Estadistica.
Madrid, Spain.
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and related services after each revolution and war was over. This chapter has
demonstrated the significance of home dressmaking and embroidery in twentieth
century Spain’s and Mexico’s constructions of modern womanhood and how
these ideals allowed Singer to maintain its business after war and revolution.
Singer was able to provide for the modern modista, the home seamstress and
the costurera without upsetting gendered and regionalized sewing practices. In
addition, the sewing machine, and Singer’s brand specifically, made it to the
private homes of Mexicans and Spaniards gaining a special symbolism that
associated the appliance with women’s roles in society rather than with work.
This helped Singer maintain the business for decades in both nations. Only
when mass production and distribution of ready-to-wear garments became widely
available in Mexico during the 1970s and in Spain in the 1970s and 1980s, did
women find cheaper fashionable clothing in the department store as opposed to
home sewing. It was not until the 1970s that the domestic sewing machine lost

its economic and cultural significance in Spain and Mexico.>%°

325 Fiona Wilson and Patricia Arias, "Clothing, Identity and Consumption in a
Mexican Region," Center for Development Research - Working Paper 95, no. 9
(1995 (November)). 15-18.Jones, Multinationals and Global Capitalism : From
the Nineteenth to the Twenty-First Century., 102.
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Appendix 1. Singer Global Sales.
1.1 Singer gross sales in Spain and Mexico, 1910-1948.

MEXICO _SPAIN MEXICO _SPAIN MEXICO _SPAIN
1892 28213 1911 34401 66443 1930 30631 60862
1893 23500 1912 34728 80745 1931 14828 38916
1894 24000 1913 3586 78218 1932 11043 26210
1895 24000 1914 34728 73314 1933 11856 27143
1896 24000 1915 17791 65344 1934 14932 27449
1897 20500 1916 4556 74367 1935 16285 26961
1898 22734 1917 1463 1936 21169 14372
1899 31028 1918 11780 47436 1937 23511 5715
1900 32331 1919 14861 63523 1938 13517 3865
1901 36083 1920 19996 61383 1939 11368 1340

1902 21459 45243 1921 21883 76449 1940 11157 72

1903 23193 48694 1922 21964 95170 1941 17761 153
1904 24779 45092 1923 26296 83142 1942 8635
1905 26488 39916 1924 30400 58200 1943 5114 5820
1906 35476 43449 1925 37652 61531 1944 5416 6018
1907 37362 44313 1926 37157 64127 1945 5877 5028
1908 29646 43702 1927 28632 62598 1946 8141 5952
1909 30034 43918 1928 30164 65895 1947 9994 5328
1910 32164 56059 1929 30149 67779 1948 15350 4119

Sources: The data for Spain between 1892 and 1907 refers to net sales and is taken from Andrew Godley, “Selling the Sewing Machine
Around the World,” table A2. Until 1907 Singer Spain also reported the sales of Italy and Lisbon as both offices worked through Madrid’s
central office. For the rest of the years the data refers to gross sales as | consider that some of the reposed machines might have been used.
This data and tables 1.2-1.5 also use the World Results, SSMC UM, AP 93-0444, Source 2; Project 56; Reel 1.
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Table 1.2 Singer Sales in a Selection of countries between 1920 and 1948.

YEAR u.sS CANADA CUBA PRICO IRAQ EGYPT AUSTRALIA TURKEY BRAZIL ARGENTINA
1920 534391 32483 89966 15858 12900 30775 3185 39493 86396
1921 518058 27978 19913 18948 12306 26199 2394 18199 29118
1922 498506 27690 16908 8813 16448 35560 1488 25819 33729
1923 581374 27078 30200 13055 10611 39949 1152 41928 40609
1924 545537 24945 31330 12947 968 10140 42439 3548 40040 46754
1925 527201 22936 20679 15226 1180 11162 43864 4878 41033 5432
1926 495759 21611 24251 12235 1176 11939 42693 6422 41780 49771
1927 482347 23038 18903 12292 12975 41878 7109 51587 49462
1928 471830 34287 15813 12158 14464 42657 7627 62701 51123
1929 464704 34150 13465 12952 3164 15780 36725 8737 62644 49965
1930 382599 28270 6707 10445 2889 17247 28549 4805 38171 43420
1931 248981 19318 2483 7466 2154 14179 11718 4714 18766 26546
1932 179089 18268 2585 5564 2239 10336 12118 3214 19058 9451
1933 230837 18054 1760 4908 2334 10572 16190 2986 23484 10222
1934 262234 21575 3659 5575 2245 8831 20749 3149 34279 14257
1935 262121 21801 3988 6031 2140 8441 22773 3707 48152 17174
1936 303492 23773 4376 8733 2330 9335 27709 6254 43404 20764
1937 301727 25849 10889 2061 8234 29707 8470 51582 26396
1938 250837 25243 11280 234 1136 34520 11121 43272 25998
1939 272860 27392 7220 11344 1858 7238 35051 8158 42675 26933
1940 310403 35783 6526 13321 844 5381 30530 7292 44994 22710
1941 388869 43790 8485 17412 616 5414 28751 5383 59128 27353
1942 276823 32054 10857 733 4046 21395 3953 32199 13014
1943 143500 19880 2141 6942 655 1044 15137 3121 29367 7473
1944 123579 18375 3189 6971 493 3825 6644 2745 32046 4641
1945 112910 23970 2663 7576 713 3652 10529 1777 20496 5418
1946 205152 36647 2640 11396 1175 4305 21526 2534 29913 12798
1947 291556 40298 6480 11559 2353 5413 37398 5170 39036 17729
1948 359267 52142 7526 23145 2441 5306 45168 8006 45606 14450
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1.2 (continued). Singer Sales in a Selection of countries between 1920 and 1948.

YEAR | NETHER GREECE FRANCE GREAT GERMANY SUDAN SOUTH INDIA PHILIPPINES COLOMBIA PERU
LANDS BRITAIN AFRICA

1920 31831 14226 98104 201826 37289 22347 64705 34919 10498 14308
1921 30288 13834 72055 108988 80677 49566 13995 5249 9636
1922 25168 13259 113243 114899 108064 13614 56641 11670 5982 4989
1923 23919 6735 119319 107730 56166 16515 56333 16508 7902 7612
1924 25172 16747 99108 111695 141053 458 18722 58104 21151 9509 10815
1925 26071 30919 125116 120942 182663 1505 20429 65610 22777 14600 11081
1926 26276 20883 95984 116771 155835 1534 20833 72212 25585 20775 12903
1927 26583 23940 76851 125105 213625 1886 25679 11985
1928 39565 23606 105154 126451 229047 2580 79719 34100 27524 11713
1929 28908 24386 120503 137343 223374 1860 80281 35247 24717 12427
1930 28067 15427 118412 131832 185455 71144 28992 12275 10635
1931 22164 10850 89225 111046 147956 23332 60481 20076 5935 4036
1932 18184 4497 84399 99779 106545 18243 40997 14200 3640 1914
1933 16687 3733 87644 106472 116662 20686 44773 10696 3847 836

1934 11080 4900 81640 118380 152170 24873 61749 12449 6297 1610
1935 9854 6021 80240 124994 162602 27764 69445 16068 7716 4264
1936 11020 4659 94281 131165 178888 29810 65880 22400 9731 6556
1937 10326 6988 93879 140951 196659 33306 71815 33328 10611 7200
1938 10951 8747 84080 117198 194336 1008 34642 63280 26959 7628 6177
1939 13211 5833 62339 141935 133737 1002 34556 6061 2483 8756 6078
1940 10129 2958 54984 142705 498 30488 64638 18044 7846 7429
1941 3881 29466 115332 39049 46512 16111 9021 9297
1942 15875 40826 581 19350 26074 4845 5986
1943 13565 25990 715 9738 21729 2229 2246
1944 97 12221 26700 477 7978 16348 2580 3023
1945 96 307 17082 39256 600 11526 21551 2160 4071

1946 2148 1357 22876 71680 894 22555 50929 5819 5042 5111

1947 5514 2055 24745 108429 1240 34081 58974 19531 4932 4946
1948 5782 2614 30433 104458 385 47088 6582 7079
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1.3. Open Lease Accounts.

MADRID AMSTERDAM MEXICO BUDAPEST CPTOWN NORWAY TK& EGPT HAMBURG
1907 62890 37949 61424 18051 20361 12656 62722 544066
1908 65654 41692 58928 21681 19282 14779 63504 579524
1909 67138 43736 55243 24611 17760 16839 67235 591246
1910 74952 44703 54746 28217 19613 19333 68201 609762
1911 90798 46519 60187 31702 21616 21616 82109 616962
1912 115760 49231 67996 24292 22366 98458 644087
1913 134442 51843 73387 27173 23539 94797 666141
1929 108889 67603 46536 40956 20793 282456
1930 107005 68912 45607 42416 21497 280000
1931 92765 67496 35090 42235 22425 234939
1932 69084 63786 27385 40410 21988 203869
1933 56515 59502 24793 39452 22191 198677
1934 52965 50701 26870 40474 21317 226008

LONDON PARIS ST.PETESB US HAVANA BSAIRES S.PAULO LISBON
1907 355902 142442 799157 8704142 14678
1908 352943 168203 934521 8786997 14822
1909 353803 177627 1076681 751798 19841 12377 20619 15510
1910 342500 171976 1151213 769961 20814 16184 26512 15905
1911 332784 172788 1236765 807043 33649 21199 45967 18249
1912 329509 178724 1378350 835277 40547 27075 27925 21592
1913 326776 179489 1568597 876338 44922 43104 42854 24631
1929 93000 84438 642623 31309 23821
1930 98496 93650 570005 20546 23233
1931 102000 92727 463175 12445 22384
1932 90950 90475 388309 8055 18536
1933 86503 90505 396163 6486 14582
1934 91375 91344 376776 6360 13432
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1.4. Delinquent Accounts, 1907-1913.

MADRID AMSTERDAM MEXICO BUDAPEST CPTOWN NORWAY TK& EGPT HAMBURG
1907 10804 1679 20544 6994 9642 3997 29095 141448
1908 12490 8287 20782 9290 9581 4188 31560 152667
1909 12470 6680 18096 9929 7560 4929 28880 145957
1910 12888 6576 17500 10334 7723 5432 30626 142401
1911 14190 6789 20335 10000 8784 5389 35214 147796
1912 16666 6501 25577 * 9894 4328 48172 144588
1913 19294 6779 36613 10442 4784 34642 155948

LONDON PARIS ST.PETESB US HAVANA BS AIRES S. PAULO LISBON
1907 65814 9793 250891 374983 3068
1908 63194 49664 391232 359416 3125
1909 60724 50242 443968 310683 7788 3662 7330 3578
1910 57236 14777 298936 309516 9349 4783 8003 3824
1911 50012 15236 407900 320295 12755 4867 13114 4019
1912 51226 14341 434024 334507 17191 4993 6133 4276
1913 48172 13568 495062 354158 20194 10205 10829 4620
Table 1.5. Paying Accounts, 1907-1913.

MADRID AMSTERDAM MEXICO BUDAPEST CPTOWN NORWAY TK& EGPT HAMBURG
1907 51320 28503 40479 10655 10780 8548 30151 395659
1908 52220 31293 37173 12144 9640 10415 28209 417458
1909 54668 35199 36043 14482 10200 11752 32106 434022
1910 61835 36391 37246 17220 11775 13606 35682 447330
1911 76608 38012 39857 21134 12833 15614 42485 457202
1912 99094 41242 42419 14398 17765 45669 485313
1913 115118 45064 36774 16869 18353 54392 515225

LONDON PARIS ST.PETESB US HAVANA BS AIRES S. PAULO  LISBON
1907 284155 109703 537049 334624 11390
1908 281307 118539 542353 353254 11539
1909 288779 127385 625909 413782 13026 8715 13289 11765
1910 285264 129416 850610 438064 18728 11404 18509 12044
1911 282777 131061 823342 465416 20894 16314 27853 14056
1912 276300 139187 933109 476300 23356 22082 21792 17052
1913 3306117 135305 1563603 496018 24728 32899 32025 19716
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Appendix 2. Garment Trades in Spain and Mexico, 1920-1940.
2.1. Registered women and men working in the textile and clothing business in the 1920s. Data extracted from the 1920s Spanish census.
Source: Instituto Nacional de Estadistica. Spain.

INDUSTRY  MEN>21  WOMEN  MEN21-  WOMEN  MEN  WOMEN  MARRIED  MARRIED  WIDOW WIDOW
>21 60 21-60 60< 60< MEN WOMEN MEN WOMEN

TEXTILE 17990 23182 15471 26666 188 491 49434 44699 2113 13745

CLOTHING 27291 29654 22504 27653 244 670 43084 14209 3019 9152

2.2. Registered women and men working in various garment and textile industries. Data extracted from the 1930s Spanish census. Source:
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica. Spain.

MEN >15 WOMEN MEN 16-20 WOMEN 16-20 MEN 21-60 WOMEN 21- MEN 60< WOMEN

>15 60 60<
TEXTILE 5458 7799 12082 29601 79793 74841 7999 2340
INDUSTRY
(S.:-E’;SES 1727 2341 4625 4784 47988 5417 2362 226

|

MODISTAS 36 5562 91 13890 410 23499 19 521
(dressmakers)
ROPA BLANCA, 305 2951 739 7999 2335 16110 186 1013
LINGERIE,
UPHOLSTERY
ﬁgg)BREROS 146 317 405 1140 5624 2434 293 144

2.3. Registered women and men working in various garment and textile industries. Data extracted from the 1930s Mexican census. Source:
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Geografia. Mexico.

MEN WOMEN
TEXTILE 48411 8610
ROPA BLANCA 2845 2411
PASAMANERIA 339 76
MEN CLOTHING AND 22418 607
HATS
WOMEN CLOTHING AND 743 45670
HATS
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Appendix 3. Singer during the Spanish Civil War.
3.1. Singer requisitioned property in Spain 1936-1937.

MACHINES | CARS | EMPLOYEES ORGANIZATION

4 Red Cross

1 Granada (And.)- Republican Front

1 driver Alicante (Val.) - IzquierdaRepublicana

1 Roda (CLM.) House of the People
14 Partido Socialista ObreroEspariol(PSOE)
7 Juventud Socialista Unificada
17 Murcia (Mur.) House of the People
7 Female instructor | IzquierdaRepublicanaFemenian
9 Municipality of Lorca
33 Municipality of Elche (Val.)
9 Alicante and Lorca (Val.) Socorro Rojointernacional
1 Sangre de AquilasHospital
5 Porter PartidoComunista de Espafia
3 Novelda (Val.)FrenteObreroAntifascista de
2 AsociacionPopular de Inquilinos

Agent Office and Business Employees Union
3 Alicante (Val.) Sindicato de Trabajadores del Vestir
5 IzquierdaRepublicanaFemenina
10 Municipality of Lorca (Val.)
12 Antifascist Militia Committee
3 Catalonian Government - Department of Defense
58 Garment talleres in the cities of Gijon, Llana de
Langreo, Villaviciosa(Ast.)

80 City of Alicante (Val.)
39 City of Badajoz (Ext.)
16 City of Badalona (Cat.)
12 City of Barcelona (Cat.)
11 City of Bilbao (PV.)
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3.2. Singer requisitioned property in Spain 1936-1937 (continued)

MACHINES | CARS | EMPLOYEES ORGANIZATION

69 City of Asturias (Ast.)
12 City of Granada (And.)
79 City of Tarragona (Cat.)
160 City of Valencia (Val.)
120 City of Malaga (And.)
660 City of Madrid (Mad.)

8 City of Toledo (CLM.)

3.3. Singer Total losses by 1939.

Machines Heads (destroyed or lost) 1116

Stands 1212

Tables 1148

Singer Lights 246

Electric Motors 236
Canvassing Cars 42

Dubious Leased Accounts 4206

Value of Dubious Accounts $1571585,36
Value of Sundries (thread, silk, cutlery, etc) $64615,86
Value of parts destroyed (parts, needles, oil) $36196.93

Sources for tables 3.1. — 3.3: Correspondence and Report on losses in Spain, 1936-1939. SSMC, Box 159; folder 1, 3, 4, 5.
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