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FIU MUSIC 
 Conceptual Sketch No. 2 

Written using the program Max/Msp/Jitter, in Conceptual Sketch No. 2 I explore sound in a spatial context. 
Originally written for an octophonic (8 speaker) set up, each sound is designated a specific speaker and 
programmed to jump between random speakers and at random instances. The sounds are also programmed to 
change pitch and oscillate quicker or slower depending on the directions I provide.  
 
Three Considerations 
Three Considerations is a composition in which I examine three distinct themes of human interaction with 
nature. The first movement, Meditation, includes both the natural tones of the flute as well as the element of 
the human voice.  Apart from playing on the keys in the conventional manner, the pianist also occasionally 
plucks the strings. 

The second movement, which will not be heard, contains a series of interruptions. This was written to 
represent the constant disagreements between nature and humanity. 

Finally, in Considerations, I express the humans attempt to absolve and correct all the wrong she has done to 
nature 

Conceptual Sketch No. 1 
Inspired by Iannis Xenakis’ landmark piece Concrete PH, one of the first pieces to derive its musical material 
from a single source, Conceptual Sketch No. 1 was written to explore his idea in a longer context. In the work, 
only two concrete sounds and piano are used. The only gestures in the piece, other than the electronics, 
consist of the pianist plucking the strings inside the piano. 
 
Can Sticks Break Cultural Fences? 
Children are the ones that often drag a stick across a fence. They are also the ones that are least likely to 
consider cultural barriers when playing with other children. What can we learn from children? Can Sticks Break 
Cultural Fences was written in part to ask this question. I made recordings of the sounds of wood dragging 
against many different fences located around Miami. Depending on the fences height, what type of fence it is 
(metal, wood, and others), and how quickly you drag the stick against it, one can get a different timbre. This 
piece is an exploration those timbres and a representation of the cultural melting pot that is Miami. 
 
On Morality 
On Morality is the first piece I wrote during my studies at FIU. The piece is an exploration of the timbres that 
each of the different instruments included in the work can make.  Among other techniques, the work includes 
multiphonics in the clarinet, tapping on the piano, and a myriad of different pizzicatos from the violin. The 
composition was written while I was studying the works of Luciano Berio and Iannis Xenakis. 
 
About the composer 
Paul Poston (b. 1986) has been composing since 2008. In 2009 he was awarded the Lloyd Taliaferro Memorial 
Scholarship in composition. He graduated with a BM in Music Composition/Theory from the University of Texas 
at Arlington under the direction of Dr. George Chave. In 2009, Mr. Poston accepted a teaching assistantship at 
Florida International to study Dr. Orlando Jacinto Garcia.  Along with acoustic music, he additionally studied 
electronic music with Dr. Paula Matthusen. Mr. Poston was a finalist of the DuoSolo Emerging Composers 
Competition, and as a result, will receive a Premier of his work Three Considerations in Cortana, Italy at the end 
of June. 

 

Conceptual Sketch No.  2 (2010) 
live electronics, Paul Poston 
 
 
Three Considerations (2010) 
Flute, Joseph Saenz 
Piano, Daniel Manoui 
 
 

Conceptual Sketch No.  1 (2009) 
Piano and Tape, Paul Poston 
 

Can Sticks Break Cultural Fences? (2011) 
Tape 
 

On Morality (2009) 
Clarinet, Adam Sugarman 
Violin, Paul Tulloch 
Piano, Daniel Manoui 
Conductor, Mike Guzman 
 

 

 

 


