








eastern part of Slovakia, the majority of party’s followers were from districts located in
eastern Slovakia (Figure 11), particularly in KoSicky region in all districts of city of
Kosice, Trebisov (16.1%), Roznava (14.2%), and Michalovce (13.2%) and in PreSovsky
region in the districts of Humenné (13.7%), Snina (13.1%), and Medzilaborce (12.5%).
The analysis of the electoral support confirms that SOP most probably received a portion
of its votes from voters who supported Spolocnd Volba in the 1994 electoral contest

(Appendix 2).

Figure 11: Percentage of valid votes for a political party by districts — SOP
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Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic (1998).
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In summary, in terms of the geographic distribution of votes in 1998 Slovak
parliamentary election the pro-reform political parties (Slovak Democratic Coalition,
Hungarian Coalition Party, and Party of Civic Understanding) received the majority of
their votes in Bratislavsky, Trnavsky, Nitriansky, PreSovsky, and KoSicky regions, while
populist and post-communist parties (Movement for a Democratic Slovakia, Party of the
Democratic Left, and the Slovak National Party) were predominantly represented in
Banskobystricky, Zilinsky, and Tren¢iansky regions. This is exactly the same pattern of

geographical distribution of votes from 1994 election.

2002 Slovak Parliamentary Election: Regional Patterns
On September 20-21 2002, the Slovak Republic held its third parliamentary
election since it became a sovereign country in 1993. With a total of 4,157,802 registered
voters casting ballots, overall voter participation was 70.1%. Although this was a slight
decrease in voter participation in comparison to the 1994 and 1998 Slovak parliamentary
elections with 75.7% and 84.2% respectively, the turnout illustrated that Slovak people

were serious about the electoral process and the political stakes involved®.

This election was indeed crucial for the future of the Slovak Republic. As the
1994 election represented a farewell to communism, and the 1998 election the end of
Meciar’s leadership, the possibility of Slovakia joining NATO and the European Union
became a major factor in the 2002 parliamentary electoral contest. There was an overall

consensus that the results of the 2002 Slovak parliamentary election would decide

¥ Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic. 1994, 1998, and 2002 parliamentary elections - total voting
results. http://portal.statistics.sk/showdoc.do?docid=4490.
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Movement for a Democratic Slovakia (HZDS) - 19.5 %
Slovak Democratic and Christian Union (SDKU) - 15.1 %
SMER - 13.5 %

Party of Hungarian Coalition (SMK) - 11.2%

Christian Democratic Movement (KDH) - 8.3 %

Alliance of New Citizen (ANO) - 8.0 %

Communist Party of Slovakia (KSS) — 6.3%

Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic (2002).

From the total of 26 registered political parties, only seven were able to exceed
the required 5 percent threshold in order to secure seats in the parliament. As the Figure
13 below illustrates, the Movement for a Democratic Slovakia (HZDS) was assigned 36
seats, the Slovak Democratic and Christian Union (SDKU) 28 seats, SMER 25 seats, the
Party of Hungarian Coalition (SMK) 20 seats, the Christian Democratic Movement
(KDH) 15 seats, the Alliance of New Citizen (ANO) 15 seats, and the Communist Party

of Slovakia (KSS) 11 seats in the parliament”.

' Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic. 2002 parliamentary election — numbers of seats assigned to
political parties. http://portal.statistics.sk/volby2002/webdata/engl/graf/graf2.htm.
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